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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Fire Destroys Mountainside Home;
Five Dogs, Six Cats Perish In Blaze

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – A fire which
destroyed a home at 1020 Elston
Drive in Mountainside May 9 re-
mains under investigation by the
Union County Arson Squad.

The fire ravaged the home and
caused the deaths of five dogs and six
cats. Four other cats were saved by
firefighters.

The Mountainside Police dispatch
received a 911 call at 2:04 p.m. re-
porting the fire in progress.

Although the Mountainside Vol-
unteer Fire Department was unable
to answer the call at the time the
blaze was reported because of a lack
of available personnel, more than
40 firefighters from six fire depart-
ments from various towns re-
sponded.

According to Mountainside Po-
lice Chief James Debbie,
Mountainside Fire Chief Marc
Franciosa heard the first reports from
police officers on the scene and im-
mediately requested mutual aid from
other towns.

“The (Fire) Chief called for a lad-
der truck,” explained Chief Debbie.
“Westfield and Springfield were there
quickly (with their ladder trucks).”

A problem arose because of a

lack of water pressure in one of the
hydrants being used to fight the
fire. “There are always water pres-
sure problems across that ridge,”
Chief Debbie explained, “we of-
ten receive calls from residents
with (water) pressure problems in
that area.”

While there were early reports that
someone was trapped in the home at
the time of the fire, a search found no
one. The pets which did not perish in
the blaze were taken to a Westfield
veterinarian.

The Mountainside Fire Department

— an all-volunteer company — has
had increasing problems maintain-
ing sufficient membership over the
past few years.

Currently, they only have approxi-
mately “19 volunteers,” according to
Police Chief Debbie. “We have had a
decrease in volunteers over the past
10 years (in both the) Rescue Squad
and Fire Department,” he noted.

The fire, which consumed much of
the house, reached such a high tem-
perature that it melted the siding on
the house next door. The cause of the
fire has yet to be determined.
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News Highlights

WESTFIELD – Freshman Con-
gressman Michael A. Ferguson (R-
7th) will address the Raritan Valley
Line Coalition this Monday, May
21, on the state’s public transporta-
tion priorities and how New Jersey’s
Congressional delegation is working
to meet those needs.

The meeting will be held at 8 a.m.
in the Community Room of the
Westfield Municipal Building.

Mr. Ferguson has been appointed to
the House Transportation Committee
and serves as Vice Chairman of the
House Railroad Subcommittee.

*  *  *  *  *

MILLBURN — Assemblyman Joel
Weingarten of Millburn (R-21st) has
decided not to seek reelection to a
fourth term in the State Legislature.

Mr. Weingarten was the odd man
out in the newly crafted 21st District,
which includes only one Essex
County town – Millburn. The Union
County Republican Committee en-
dorsed newly sworn in Assembly-
men Tom Kean, Jr. of Westfield (R-
22nd) and Dr. Eric Muñoz (R-21st),
a Summit City Councilman, for the
Assembly, along with Senate candi-
date Richard H. Bagger (R-22nd), a
five-term Assemblyman, in the new
21st District.

Just last year, Mr. Weingarten won
the endorsement of the Union County
GOP Committee to run for Congress
over Mr. Kean. In the Primary, how-
ever, he came in third to Michael A.

Ferguson and Mr. Kean.
Fanwood and Mountainside Re-

publican Committees endorsed Mr.
Weingarten for Congress in 2000.

*  *  *  *  *
SCOTCH PLAINS — Honoring

the memory of a former employee,
Parker Greenhouses of Scotch Plains
donated a percentage of its total sales
from the week leading up to Mother’s
Day to the Kristin Laurite Fund, Inc.

Miss Laurite was murdered on
August 25 of last year while on a
cross country trip. Parkers donated
revenue from the sale of flowering
hanging baskets.

Donations may be sent to the
Kristin Laurite Fund, Inc., P.O. Box
157, Fanwood 07023.

*  *  *  *  *
SCOTCH PLAINS — Former

Scotch Plains Mayor Joan Papen was
recently elected as Chairwoman of
the Rahway Valley Sewerage Au-
thority.

Mrs. Papen, a four-time Mayor
and Deputy Mayor of Scotch Plains,
served on the Township Council for
16 years. She was appointed to the
Authority in 1995, when Scotch
Plains was admitted as a voting mem-
ber of the Authority.

*  *  *  *  *

WESTFIELD — Assemblymen
Richard H. Bagger and Tom Kean, Jr.
of Westfield and Summit City Coun-
cilman Eric Muñoz last week endorsed
former Congressman Bob Franks of
Berkeley Heights for Governor.

Mr. Franks, who lost a close race
for the United States Senate to Jon
Corzine last year, was named by party
leaders several weeks ago as their
choice for Governor, following Act-
ing Governor Donald T. DiFrancesco’s
decision to pull out of the race.

Mr. Bagger is a candidate for the
State Senate, with Mr. Kean and Mr.
Muñoz running for the Assembly.

*  *  *  *  *
TRENTON — Acting Governor

Donald T. DiFrancesco was recently
honored by the Dean and Betty Gallo
Prostate Cancer Center (GPCC). Mr.
DiFrancesco was recognized for his
contributions to cancer research and
improved health care, including his
support for a $5 million state appro-
priation to the Cancer Institute of
New Jersey and the 1996 law requir-
ing insurers to cover the cost of pros-
tate cancer tests.

The GPCC, which opened with a
$1 million federal appropriation in
May 1999, was named after Con-
gressman Gallo, who died of pros-
tate cancer in 1994.

Miss Sawtelle to Give Account
Of Experiences in Antarctic

WESTFIELD – “Life at 100 De-
grees Below Zero: My Year at the
Bottom of the World” will be the
topic of a slide-lecture presentation
by attorney Susan D. Sawtelle at the
Annual Dinner of the Westfield His-
torical Society on Wednesday, May
30, at the Echo Lake Country Club in
Westfield.

Miss Sawtelle will relate how, in
early 1999, a commercial expedition
aboard a Russian Navy icebreaker to
the coast of Antarctica and several
sub-Antarctic islands led her to take
a year’s leave of absence from her
law practice in Washington, D.C. to
accept a position with the United
States Antarctic Program.

From October 1999 to November
2000, she served as Environment,
Health and Safety Manager at the
United States government’s
Amundsen-Scott South Pole station
in Antarctica, overseeing compliance
by a 220-person crew of National
Science Foundation scientists, sup-
port crew and the largest winterover
population ever. She also served as
confidential advisor to the station’s
Winter Site Manager.

Miss Sawtelle is the daughter of
Jean and Donald Sawtelle of
Westfield. She is a graduate of
Westfield High School and received
her Juris Doctor Degree from the
University of Virginia School of Law,
where she was a member of the Vir-
ginia Law Review. She received her
Bachelor of Arts Degree with dis-
tinction in The Major Field from
Connecticut College.

She is a partner in the Washing-
ton, D.C. law firm of Wiley, Rein
and Fielding, where she special-
izes in environmental law, occupa-
tional health and safety and insur-

ance issues.
Miss Sawtelle has practiced law in

the nation’s capitol for more than 20
years, focusing on science-related
technical and policy issues. She also
served for two years as Special As-
sistant to the Director of the United
States Environmental Protection
Agency’s EPA Office of Solid Waste.

There will be a business meeting at
5:30 p.m., followed by a reception.
Dinner will begin at 7 p.m. The cost of
the dinner is $30 for members and $35
for non-members. Reservations must
be made by Monday, May 21.

Non-member reservations and ad-
ditional information may be made
by calling Program Chairman Bob
Miller at (908) 233-6360.

Westfield Knights
Set Bicycle Benefit

To Aid Unwed Moms
WESTFIELD — On Sunday,

June 10, at 8:30 a.m., the Knights
of Columbus of Westfield will run
a bicycle fundraiser to benefit
homes for unwed mothers and their
babies.

Participants may choose a 35-
mile, 15-mile or five-mile ride. At
the conclusion of the rides, at about
noon, there will be refreshments,
plus entertainment featuring artists
Joe Bonnano and the Godsons of
Soul.

Individuals who wish to get a
Bike for Life T-Shirt on the day of
the event must submit their paid
registration form by tomorrow, Fri-
day, May 18.

All adult riders are requested to
raise pledges of $100. The benefi-
ciaries of the event will be Raphael’s
Life House, Good Counsel Inc.,
Several Sources Foundation and
Rachel’s Vineyard.

For more information, please call
(908) 679-0388 or email
BikeforLife@email.com

AT THE SOUTH POLE…Susan D. Sawtelle, the guest speaker at the Annual
Dinner of the Westfield Historical Society at the Echo Lake Country Club in
Westfield on Wednesday, May 30, is pictured standing inside the Cosmic
Microwave telescope in the South Pole, Antarctica. Miss Sawtelle, a former
Westfield resident, spent a year in the United States Antarctic Program at the
United States government’s Amundsen-Scott South Pole Station.


