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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

WITH KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORT

Take the Stage

Pen & InkPen & InkPen & InkPen & InkPen & Ink

ARCHIE AND EDITH...Were those
the days?

ALL IN THE UNHEALTHY FAMILY...Does
Patricia Heaton’s character Debra Barone, far
right, take too much heat from hubby Ray
Barone, far left?

Continued on Page 23
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SHOPPING FOR ART...Residents
and visitors flocked to downtown
Westfield to witness some of the most
talented artists from the area and be-
yond. Works of art were for sale. Pic-
tured, above, one visitor searches
through a selection of matted prints
before selecting a favorite one.
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Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

There are three things that I can’t seem to get through without
gnashing my molars in fury: a line of oncoming traffic that refuses to
yield at the humongous, red “Yield” sign, my mother’s imitation of
a Mexican jumping bean when she can’t sit down and RELAX! at

night, and an episode of “Every-
body Loves Raymond” on CBS.
With the third peeve, flashbacks
of Archie Bunker deriding Edith
hit me with unsettling familiarity
while I watch Ray Romano doing
the same thing to his wife in 2001.

Has the portrayal of husband
and wife evolved at all since the
classic television show which also
aired on CBS, “All in the Fam-
ily”? (1971) And, since many chil-
dren watch television to get their
daily dose of family values in-
stead of seeking them from, say,
their family…are these portrayals
of mom and dad/husband and wife
sending the right message?

Let’s look at Exhibit A – Ray
Romano’s character of Ray

Barone.
In this Monday’s episode, which I endured for you, the reader,

Debra finds out that her parents are separating. Clearly devastated,
she tries to get some understanding from Ray. He laughs and
chokes back more laugh-
ter while explaining,
“It’s one of those mo-
ments. It’s too serious or
something. This is ter-
rible.” Another laugh.
Debra retreats down-
stairs to indulge in a gal-
lon of ice cream and
some cookies. “Hey,
hungry?” he asks her,
still trying to hold back
his laughter.

Debra gives talking to
Ray another go, “My
parent’s marriage was like
a rock, I could always de-
pend on it.” He responds,
“Maybe it was more like a
stone and now the stone
has passed.” Before she
runs upstairs in disgust, she says, “You can never have a serious
conversation with you.” He mockingly retorts, “You’re the child of a
broken home.”

Debra’s looks have also been fair game, her parenting skills and
cooking ability all called into question and the butt of most jokes. In
one episode, she considered getting breast implants to make Ray
happier. In another, she was forced to take cooking lessons from her
mother-in-law.

There are a couple of messages the viewer is getting here about
husband/wife relationships: feelings can be trivialized, I can be
degraded, but I’ll forgive him/her eventually. Maybe not in a neat and
tidy 30 minute sitcom span, but soon.

Far sharper, however, than Exhibit B, Edith Bunker, Debra does get
time for rebuttal every once in a while. Still, we are left with the
impression that she is the resident “Laughingstock” disguised as
Ray’s wife.

We stand approximately 30 years from when Edith Bunker tried to
maintain her self-respect during the rants of grumpy bigot Archie
Bunker.
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By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Though the Sat-
urday sun was hot enough to melt the
oil paints off the artists’ canvases,
crowds of downtown shoppers came
to the annual Westfield Art Associa-
tion “ Art in Westfield” Show &  Sale
to witness some of the finest artwork
from the local area and beyond.

Executive Director of The
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce, Debbie Schmidt, reported that
approximately 80 artists participated
in the day-long event.

“They were very pleased with the
show and feel their work was appre-
ciated,” she said, “and they had a
number of sales throughout the day.”

William Coombs, who presented
a demonstration last February to

members of the Westfield Art Asso-
ciation (WAA) exhibited his amaz-
ing oil paintings filled with hot air
balloons. Brilliant balloon colors
were seized the eyes of passersby
and the subject matter certainly fit in
with the welcoming weather.

Mr. Coombs, who has exhibited his
artwork for about 40 years, is a New
Hampshire native. Locally, his paint-
ings have been shown in the gallery of
the Children’s Specialized Hospital.

Charlene Cheng displayed her intri-
cate Chinese paintings set upon a can-
vas of fine, pure silk. The artist, who
featured only one abstract piece, used
elegantly feathered birds and preco-
cious cats as her subject matter. While
it must be difficult to use silk as a
canvas, Ms. Cheng mastered the craft
beautifully.

Linda Kolar, one of the WAA mem-
bers at large, exhibited oil paintings
pressed on hardwood, “Draw or Fold”
and “Rocks at the Bayside.” The warm
tones in both pieces were a treat to
behold.

Coming all the way from River-
side, Conn., Alfred G. Duerst of-
fered a different kind of media, Us-
ing found objects, such as ham-
mered and brazed sheet copper, the
artist develops abstract sculptures
ideal for display and some for gar-
den purposes.

Mr. Duerst, who exhibits in a wide
variety of shows and has been com-
missioned by various corporations,
presented outdoor sculptures and
gardening picks such as “Cattails”
and an amazing wall hanging and
three-dimensional delight, “Karina.”

Juxtapose Gallery placed
Mountainside artist Harry A. Devlin’s
renowned and limited edition oil
painting of The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield outside of its storefront.

Jane Annis, also of Mountainside,
proudly showed off the two versions
of her watercolor, “Westfield
Steeples,” accompanied by her works
of torn paper collage.

On Central Avenue, Westfield’s
Francesca Azzara exhibited her ab-
stract pieces crafted from encaustic
wax.

Westfield native Robert A. Loder,
Jr. of Brielle made passersby long
for the shore life with gorgeous origi-
nal artwork and prints of New Jer-
sey shore towns and majestic light-
houses.

One such piece, “Barnegat Light”
drew great acclaim for its composi-
tion and stunning detail. Pretty good
for a self-taught painter!

The Art in Westfield show and sale
provided a unique opportunity to view
the remarkable talent of some of the
local artists living among us, as well
as some gifted visiting artists from
beyond our borders.

The Winners…The Winners…The Winners…The Winners…The Winners…
WESTFIELD – The winners of the

Westfield Art Association “Art in
Westfield” Sidewalk Show & Sale,
judged by Christina Saj are:

Awards of Excellence $150
James Malady - “The Student” - Watercolor
Joseph Grieco - “Guardian of the Afternoon” - Pastel
Edmund Spiro - “The Ram” - Sculpture
Francesca Azzara - “Chaos Sleeping

With Serenity” - Encaustic

Awards of Merit $100
Burton Longenbach - “End of a Perfect Day” -

Watercolor
Vicki Bloye Gainsburg - “Lily” - Watercolor
Dolores Ziegler - “Bright Holiday” - Mixed Media
Patricia Brentano - “By the Pool” - Watercolor

Honorable Mention
$50 in Westfield Gift Coins

Dorothy Wilkinson - “Peppers” - Oil
Sheilia Lenga - “Marquis View” - Photograph
Anthony Riccio - “Women of

Williamsburg” - Photograph
Bruce Berenson - “Alex, Princeton,

NJ, 28 August, 2000” - Photograph
Charlene Cheng - “Hummingbird” - Watercolor
Millicent Brody - “Fairview Blos-

som” - Photograph
James Wolanin - “Edge of the Orchard” - Watercolor
Barbara Schwinn - “Suburban

Westfield” - Photograph

WESTFIELD SCENE PURCHASE
AWARD

S. Allyn Schaeffer  - “Evening Service” - Oil

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD
Drina Erhard - “Spanish Villa” - Oil
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CRANFORD — The Theater
Project at Union County College
recently staged yet another excep-
tional play, The Dining Room, by
American Playwright, A.R. Gur-
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By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In 1988, I had the distinct plea-
sure of seeing Lenny Kravitz par-
ticipate in the “Our Common Fu-
ture” concert in Manhattan, which
supported significant environmen-
tal causes. Sporting dreadlocks and
married to actress Lisa Bonet,
Kravitz left the audience shell-
shocked after he blazed through Lin-
coln Center with “Let Love Rule.” I
was in the second row and I’m still
feeling the aftermath of Kravitz’
funky flavored earthquake.

The son of the late Roxie Roker,
who played Helen Willis on “The
Jeffersons” and television news pro-
ducer Sy Kravitz, Lenny was born
in Brooklyn on May 26, 1964. Even
as a toddler, pots and pans in tiny
hands, Kravitz showed an interest in
music. When the Kravitz family
moved to Los Angeles, Lenny joined
the California Boys Choir, taught
himself various instruments and
became a member of the Beverly
Hills High School music program.

Kravitz devoted himself to every-
thing music, but, much to the dismay
of his father, decided not to attend
college. Though he tried, with his

ney. Mr. Gurney’s award-winning
work has been seen on many stages
throughout the country, with such
outstanding plays as Sylvia and
Overtime.

The Theater Project has featured
the work of Mr. Gurney in the past
as well, with their terrific produc-
tion of The Golden Fleece.

The Dining Room is a hysterically
funny and often heartwarming piece
that is told through a series of vi-
gnettes that cover a span of over 70
years. Eight actors take on the chal-
lenge of playing 60 different charac-
ters in this fast-moving, whirlwind
of a play.

A less capable company might
have turned The Dining Room into
a fiasco, but Theater Project Direc-
tor Mark Spina kept this play mov-
ing fluidly with expert pacing and
inventive staging.

I have never been bored watch-
ing a Theater Project production
and their rendition of The Dining
Room proves once again that this
company truly has what it takes.
The visionary direction of Mr.
Spina, along with a first-rate, pro-
fessional cast of actors, undeniably
makes The Theater Project one of
the premier theater companies in
our area.

The exceptional cast featured
actors Barbara Guidi, Deborah
Pires, Gary Glor, Lisa Alford,
Andre DeSandies, Daaimah Talley,
Mark Szabo and Christopher Allen.
Every single performer on that
stage was completely committed
to their work and created a plethora
of different, interesting characters
that made the audience laugh and
cry.

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The gymnasium
of Westfield High School (WHS)
was jam-packed with students first
thing Tuesday morning as the
Westfield school system kicked off
its District Wide Art Show. From
wood sculpture to embossing, oil
pastels to origami, nearly every me-
dium was represented -- from blos-
soming kindergartners to college-
bound seniors.

“This is one of the high-
lights of the year,” WHS Prin-
cipal Dr. Robert G. Petix told
students in his morning an-

nouncement.
Ninth graders demonstrated an

appreciation for the complexity con-
tained in origami. A succession of
Kusudama Balls, paper sculptures
crafted with varied colors and themes,
were strung near the bleachers.

Amy Fiorino, Katie Miller and
Lisa Venezia joined forces in creat-
ing one intricate Kusudama Ball,
while Stefanie Courtney went solo
with her project, both pieces featur-
ing flower patterns.

With woodworking talent far be-
yond his years, ninth grader Sean
Callahan built a country style spindle
clock that anyone would be proud to
keep time to.

Turning to the time-consuming
procedures of embossing and batik,

Rachel Bavolar made a unique
pattern emerge from paper with
her embossing skills. WHS stu-
dent Catherine Kuza did a fan-

tastic job developing her batik pat-
tern, and fifth grader Katherine
Gelinne also excelled in crayon ba-
tik.

Enough cannot be said when it
comes to the phenomenal guidance
being provided by WHS’s Art I teach-

ers Roy Chambers and Leah Jarvis.
The tempera pieces created by the
Art I students is worthy of note.

Andrew Tucker makes a yellow-
green frog burst forth from a dark red
and black background. Colleen Nika
brought the serenity of Mindowaskin
Park to the gymnasium with a tem-
pera piece that would have painted
Monet green with envy. Every stu-
dent displaying tempera showed a
firm understanding of the medium
and that is much to the credit of the
teachers as well as the students.

Abigail Bramnick, another Art I
student, turned bits and pieces of
paper into a portrait collage. Captur-
ing the texture of the hair and the
facial features, Abigail didn’t forget
the importance of the background
because it was as interesting as the
portrait itself. Very up close and per-
sonal.

Eighth graders displayed seven
imaginable fashions developed en-
tirely out of paper and various em-
bellishments. There may be some up
and coming fashion designers in our
midst.

Ceramic pieces spanned the grade
levels. Melissa Fry made a glazed
ceramic trivet in aquamarine boast-
ing two playful fish. While a bit
younger, Art 7 students came through
with flying colors with their depic-
tions of gnomes, wizards and mysti-
cal creatures.

Watercolor, which can often be the
medium that “gets away from you,”
didn’t escape the creative minds of
many Westfield students. Lauren
Solon, Art II and fifth graders Haley
Mustard and Melissa Gallagher mas-
tered the fluidity of watercolor with-
out losing the importance of detail.

Printmaking was perfected by sev-
Continued on Page 23
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All photos by Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Inside the easel: Jocelyn M. Arlington, pastel; Christine Pecoraro, ink;
Abigail Bramnick, collage; at right: Andrew Tucker, tempera; Lauren Solon,
watercolor; and Sarah Caprario, pen and ink.

For your listening & dancing enjoyment
make your dinner resevations in advance

The Jimmy Ray Band
Friday May 25, 2001

at 8:00 P.M.
Playing some of the “golden oldies”

–No Cover Charge–

“At The Edge Of The Watchung Mountains”

5 Hours Open Bar
Cocktail Hour

Full Course Dinner
Tiered Wedding Cake

Silver Candlelabras, Flaming Jubilee Show,
Private Bridal Rooms

Specializing in White Glove French Service

from
$35.95

ALA CARTE DINNERS FROM $10.95
LUNCHES FROM $5.95 CHILDREN FROM $3.95

UNBEATABLE GREEK SALAD BAR
OFF ROUTE 22 AT PARK & MOUNTAIN AVE., SCOTCH PLAINS

908- 322-7726
Visit our web site: http://

www.weddingsatpantagis.com

1) Assorted Omeletes
2) Wine and Chicken/Rice

3) Barbecued Baby Back Ribs
4) Flounder Francaise

from$6.45$6.45$6.45$6.45$6.45
choose from


