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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Camp Directors:
Ed Tranchina of WHS

Steve Ciccotelli of SPFHS
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Held  At
Gary Kehler Stadium
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9am - Noon
each day

For Boys
3rd - 9th Grade

Camp Director: George Kapner
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August 6-10
9am - Noon
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August 13-17
9am - 1pm
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Tamaques School Fields

FOUR ERRORS IN SIXTH GIVE PLAINFIELD THE WIN

Cardinal Diamond Boys Peck
Blue Devils, 9-8, in Counties

By MATTHEW SEAGULL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Errors plagued the Westfield High
School baseball team as they were
knocked out of the Union County
quarterfinals by host Plainfield, 9-8,
on May 12. The Blue Devils had the
lead going into the sixth inning, but let
it slip by on three errors which knotted
the game, then a fourth error which
gave the Cardinals the winning run.

Westfield scored a run in the top of
the first inning when senior Mike
Duelks brought senior Co-Captain
Ryan MacDonald across with an RBI
single. However, the Cardinals
swooped down and pecked senior
pitcher Nick Geissler for five runs in
the bottom of the inning. Two of
those runs came with controversy, as
Geissler appeared to catch a bunt,
but the umpire ruled that the ball had
dropped, and while Geissler argued
the call, two Cardinals scored.

The Blue Devils tallied two runs in
the second inning off a triple from
junior Brett Picaro. Then in the third,
Westfield tied the score, 5-5, with an
RBI sacrifice fly by junior Josh
Ludmer and an RBI single by junior
Jay Cook. In the fourth, the Blue
Devils grabbed the lead, 7-5. Junior
Mike Sofka rapped an RBI triple and

scored on a single by Duelks.
Meanwhile, Geissler got his groove

back and limited Plainfield to no hits
from the second to the fourth inning,
including striking out the side in the
third.

Another Blue Devil crossed the
plate in the fifth on a sacrifice bunt by
Picaro. Then, it all came apart in the
bottom of the sixth when the Cardi-
nals scored four runs on four Blue
Devil errors. With two outs and two
on base, Geissler gave up a two-run
double. Then, two-straight infield er-
rors let Plainfield tie the game at
eight. After Geissler yielded a walk
another error ceded the winning run.

In the last inning, Cook led off with a
triple, but the next two batters struck out,

and Blair Richardson grounded out.
Geissler said, “I had a little control

problems in the sixth inning, but
otherwise I had my curve ball break-
ing and kept them off balance. How-
ever, it’s devastating to get knocked
out of the playoffs.”

Coach Bob Brewster was also dis-
appointed with the outcome. “There
were a lot of plays that were out of
reach for us. We didn’t make the
plays we should have made. Four
balls that dropped out of our reach
made up seven of their nine runs.
They had great pitching as well. Cook
had a nice triple in the last inning, but
we could not follow up on it.”
Westfield (10-9) 122 210 0 8
Plainfield (8-5-3) 500 004 x 9

Cranford Gets Even, Edges
Westfield for UC Golf Title

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

after the front nine. “Then when I
needed to hook it the most on the
ninth, I didn’t.”

Both the Blue Devils and the Cou-
gars play their home matches at Echo
Lake so the course is not a stranger to
either Bramnick or Occi.

However, according to Occi, “I
play in so many tournaments on dif-
ferent courses during the off-season
(Summer) that I make sure I don’t
have any pre-conceptions of the
course. I just try to play my own
game. I end up playing better than if
I try to judge the course.”

Another noticeable factor was
Occi’s use of a cross-grip when put-
ting. “I began using it this summer. I
feel it gives me a more even flow
toward the hole,” explained Occi.

Bramnick recovered on the back
nine and shot an even 36 while Occi
recorded a 37. Longuiel turned in a
39. Cockren, who had a 40 on the
front nine, shot a 39 on the back nine
which included birdies on the 12th
and 13th holes. Blue Devils Adam
Karnish and Josh Rogers respectively
turned in 85 and 86.

Bramnick really came back strong
on the 565-yard par-five, 11th where
he positioned himself properly on
the two-tiered green and sank a birdie.
On the 13th, he just missed another
birdie, then bailed himself out of
trouble on the par three, 208-yard
14th with a great bunker shot.
Bramnick parred the next three holes,
just missing a birdie on 16. On 18, he
had a legitimate birdie chance but
finished with a bogie.

“It’s too bad I started so poorly,
because Occi was so consistent and I
was throwing away so many shots,”
said Bramnick. “I went into the half-
way house, sat down and thought to
myself. I knew where the hook was
coming from and I kept the ball in
play on the back nine.”

Perhaps the Union County domi-
nance will be decided when the Blue
Devils and the Cougars meet head-
to-head at Echo Lake on Thursday,
May 31.

UNION COUNTY TOURNAMENT:
1. Cranford (C) 321, 2. Westfield (W)

327, 3. Oratory Prep (O) 344, 4. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (SPF) 351, 5. Summit
(S) 362, 6. A. L. Johnson (J) 372, 7.
Roselle Park (RP) 384, 8. Union (U) 388.

INDIVIDUALS:
1. M. Occi (C) 73, 2. Bramnick (W) 77,

3. J. P. Longuiel (O) 78, 4. Cockren (W)
and J. Occi (C) 79, 6. Matt Bonanno (O)
and Steve Dinardo (R. Cath), 80, 8. Gerry
Cuozzo (C) 81, 9. Campbell Burns (S)
and Barry Partelow (Brearley) 83.

WATCHUNG CONFERENCE:
1. Westfield (W) 331, 2. Cranford (C)

335, 3. Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF)
354, 4. Union (U) 380, 5. Linden (L) 401, 6.
Elizabeth (E) 415, 7. Plainfield (P) 500.

INDIVIDUALS:
1. M. Occi (C) 71, 2. Bramnick (W) 76, 3.

Brian Stagich (E) 78, 4. Cuozzo (C)  and
Josh Rogers (W) 80, 6. Lou Shults (SPF)
81, 7. Cockren (W) 86, 8. J. Occi (C) and
Ted Tyburczy (L) 87, 10. Jeff Luker (W) 89

Viking Softballers Edge
Blue Devils, 3-2, in UCT
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Grady’s RBI single. However, with
bases loaded and one out later, the
Vikings could not get another runner
to cross home. Whittemore finished
2-for-4 with a run scored and a stolen
base while Grady’s RBI single was
her only hit.

From that point, pitching prevailed
until the top of the sixth. With the
bases loaded and two out, Viking
Katie Donnan stepped to the plate
and connected with a solid drive to
right-center, scoring two Vikings and
giving Union Catholic the lead for
good.

In the bottom of the seventh,
Westfield still had a chance to pull
out a win and loaded the bases with

only one out. But Hennessy got a
strikeout and forced a ground ball
put-out to end the game.

After the game, Union Catholic
Head Coach Jim Revel said,
“Suzanne did very good today. She
really kept us in the game.”

Union Catholic advanced to the
semifinals and will face second-
seeded Governor Livingston at Me-
morial Field in Linden at 6 p.m.
tomorrow.

“They’re excited, we’re excited.
It’s a great thing for us. For now,
we’ll just see what happens,” con-
cluded Revel.
Union Catholic 000 102 0 3
Westfield 002 000 0 2

Westfield Baseball League
Summer Traveling Team
Registration & Tryouts

Tryouts begin Friday, 5-11-01.
Detailed information as to exact times and
locations for each age group (8’s through 16’s)
can be found by accessing the WBL web site:
www.westfieldnj.com/wbl

Registration forms are available at Kehler’s Athletic Balance
and The Leader Store. Any additional questions, please call the
WBL message center at 908-233-4767 or contact us via
e-mail at westfieldbaseball@hotmail.com

Blue Devils Knock
Raider Nine, 7-2
Interestingly, the Westfield High

School baseball team defeated Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, 7-2, – the same
score that the Raiders had beaten
them by on opening day – in Westfield
on May 14. Junior Jay Cook fanned
12 Raiders and allowed just two hits
while walking one.

Mike Sofka had four hits, includ-
ing a double, and Cook had a two-run
double for the 11-9 Blue Devils. Josh
Finkelstein had an RBI triple and
Andrew Pavoni had a triple for the 7-
10 Raiders.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 010 000 1 2
Westfield 015 010 x 7

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATORY

POLICY AS TO STUDENTS
The Westfield Young Artists’ Cooperative

Theatre, Inc. admits young people of any
race, color, national and ethnic origin to all the
rights, privileges, programs, and activities
generally accorded or made available to young
people in the company. It does not discrimi-
nate on the basis of race, color, ethnic and
national origin in administration of its educa-
tional policies, admissions policies, scholar-
ship and loan programs, and athletic and
other company-administered programs.
1 T – 5/17/01, The Leader Fee: $13.26

Devil Girls Repel
Raiders, 3-2

The Westfield High School soft-
ball team rebounded from its stun-
ning loss to Union Catholic in the
quarterfinals of the Union County
tournament by edging Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, 4-3, in Scotch
Plains on May 14. The victory also
avenged an opening day loss to the
Raiders.

After falling behind 3-0 after the
first inning, the 14-5 Blue Devils
scored two runs in the fourth inning
and two runs in the fifth. Courtney
Thornton hammered a two-run home
run in the fourth, then Sara Bobertz
tied it in the fifth with an RBI single
and Tara Dowling brought in the
winner with an RBI double. Lind-
say Pennella cracked a triple for the
16-4 Raiders.
Westfield 000 220 0 4
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 300 000 0 3

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF DECISION

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on May 7,
2001, the Planning Board of the Township of
Scotch Plains adopted a Resolution memo-
rializing the actions taken by the Board on
April 30, 2001 in connection with the applica-
tion of K. Hovnanian at Scotch Plains, Inc.
(“Hovnanian”) for a tract of land consisting of
approximately 7.71 ± acres located at 175
Union Avenue and identified as Block No.
4901, Lot No. 3 on the tax map of Scotch
Plains The property is in the ML-2 zone. The
Resolution memorializes the grant of prelimi-
nary and final site plan approval with condi-
tions for a 100-unit townhome complex, in-
cluding 84 market units and 16 low and
moderate income units and variances for
garages (no garages in the low and moderate
income units and garages substantially less
than 240 square feet in the market units). The
approval is subject to conditions including
that Hovnanian obtain approval from the New
Jersey Department of Transportation for a
retractable barrier in the Rt. 22 median at
Scotland Avenue and complimentary emer-
gency traffic signals to permit ingress and
egress from the development across Rt. 22
in the event of off-site flooding.

THE RESOLUTION is filed in the Office
of the Secretary of the Planning Board in
Scotch Plains Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey and is
available for public inspection during regu-
lar office hours.

Francine Chesler
Attorney for Applicant

1 T – 5/17/01, The Times Fee: $34.17

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JOSEPH A. GONNELLA,
Deceased.

Pursuant to the order of JAMES S.
LaCORTE, Surrogate of the County of
Union, made on the 11th day of MAY, A.D.,
2001, upon the application of the under-
signed, as Executor of the estate of said
deceased, notice is hereby given to the
creditors of said deceased to exhibit to the
subscriber under oath or affirmation their
claims and demands against the estate of
said deceased within six months from the
date of said order, or they will be forever
barred from prosecuting or recovering the
same against the subscriber.

JOSEPHINE GONNELLA
Executor

ATTORNEYS
SNEVILY, ELY, WILLIAMS,
GURRIERI & BLATZ
308 East Broad Street
Westfield, New Jersey 07091
1 T – 5/17/01, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains, will hold a public hearing on Monday,
June 4, 2001, 8:00 p.m. in Council Cham-
bers, to hear the subdivision application of
Michael Juzefyk, LLC, for 2348 Westfield
Avenue, Block No. 3502, Lot No. 6 which
proposes to subdivide the existing lot into two
lots, demolish the existing home and con-
struct two new dwellings. The following vari-
ances are requested with this application:

Section 23-4.2a- Front Yard Setback
Required: Average frontage
Proposed: 30 feet

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the office of the Planning
Board and is available for public inspection
during regular office hours.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board

Township of Scotch Plains
1 T – 5/17/01, The Times Fee: $23.46

U C Tournament
Baseball Results

QUARTERFINALS:
Plainfield 9, Westfield 8

The Cardinals’ four-run flutter in
the sixth grounded the Blue Devils.
See story.
Westfield 122 210 0 8
Plainfield 500 004 x 9

Rahway 4, Governor Livingston 2
Chris Petroski had two hits, drove

in the third run and scored the fourth
for the 15th-seeded Indians.
Rahway (10-8) 001 010 2 4
Gov. Liv. (15-8) 010 000 1 2

Cranford 10, A. L. Johnson 0
Tom Polito tossed a two-hitter as

the 14-7 Cougars appear to be peak-
ing at the right time. The defending
champion Cougars sealed the Cru-
saders’ fate with a eight-run fourth
inning. T.J. Ahearn had a two-run
single and Chris Marmo, Rob
Sawicki, Jim Seeman and Polito
added RBI singles in the fourth.
Johnson (11-9) 000 00 0
Cranford 200 8x 10

Union 8, Roselle Park 2
Farmer Brian O’Neill pitched a

three-hitter and fanned 10 Panthers.
Justin Melia had three singles, an
RBI, a run scored and three stolen
bases.

U C Tournament
Softball Results

QUARTERFINALS:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 12,
Union 3

Kelly LaForge had two doubles,
two singles, four RBI and three runs
scored for the top-seeded Raiders.
See Story
Union Catholic 3, Westfield 2

The 11th-seeded Vikings proved
that they can play with the best as
pitcher Suzanne Hennessy held the
Blue Devils to just four hits. See
Story
Union Catholic 000 102 0 3
Westfield 002 000 0 2

Governor Livingston 5, Roselle
Park 1

Jen Calabrese had a two-run single
and a triple for the second-seeded,
17-2, Highlanders. Kerri Moore
thumped an RBI triple and Lauren
Beasley had an RBI single. Jen
Carroll bashed a solo homer for the
11-10 Panthers. The Highlanders will
face Union Catholic at Memorial
Field in Linden at 6 p.m.
Roselle Park 010 000 0 1
Gov. Livingston 012 200 x 5

Cranford 8, A. L. Johnson 4
Ashley Lebria punched a two-run

single as the 14-5 Cougars broke the
game open with six runs in the fourth
inning. Beth Mulligan mashed a solo
home run in the first for the 13-5
Crusaders. Cranford will play top-
seeded Scotch Plains-Fanwood at
Memorial Field in Linden on May 18
at 8 p.m.

Steven Krakauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAKING A GOOD SWAT AT THE BALL...Viking Kristen Raimonde takes a
good swat at the ball during the Union County game against Westfield.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UNION COUNTY CHAMPION...Cranford’s Mike Occi hits his second shot on
the seventh fairway at Echo Lake Country Club.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A FRIENDLY FOURSOME...A friendly foursome pose at the third green.
Pictured, left to right, are: Jason Occi (Cranford), Matt Bonanno (Oratory
Prep), Josh Rogers (Westfield) and Rich Fernandi (Union).

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONCENTRATING ON THE FAIRWAY...Raider senior Lou Shults wants to
get off to a good start with a good drive off the first tee at Echo Lake.

APRIL
ADAM WALKER – Senior Tri-Captain of the boys
track and field team. Walker runs the anchor leg of
the 4x100, 4x200 and 4x400 relay. At the Union
County Relays, the foursome set personal-best times
in both the 4x200 and 4x400 with Walker finishing his
400 leg in :49.5. The foursome’s time in the 4x400 cut
three seconds off their best time an became one of the
best WHS times in that event since 1995. Walker is
academically secure, is the WHS Web master and will
attend Wheaton College in Norton, MA.


