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BLUE DEVIL BURKE, RAIDERS ABERDEEN AND WILLIAMS GRAB 3 1STS

Raider Boys, Girls Sweep Again; Seize
Watchung Conference National Title
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Raider senior Derrion Aberdeen
and junior Ray Williams each cap-
tured two individual first places and
were on the winning 4x400 relay
team and, along with senior Ruth
Rorher who claimed two firsts, led
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys and girls track and field
team to its second-straight sweep of
the Watchung Conference National
Division title at Gary Kehler Sta-
dium in Westfield on May 11. Junior
Sara Burke grabbed three firsts and a
second to help the Westfield girls
place third.

The Raider boys had a total of 139,
topping Cranford at 127 and Westfield
at 98.5. The Raider girls totaled 142,
topping Cranford at 112 and Westfield
at 109.

Williams crossed first in the 400
meters turning in another superb time
of :47.8 and was followed by Blue
Devils Adam Walker and Rich Miller,
who crossed at :51.4 and :51.6, re-
spectively. Running from lane 5,
Williams then crossed first in the 200
meters with a time of :21.8 and
teamed with Aberdeen, Mike
Franzone and Mike Dixon to take
first in the 4x400 at 3:24.9, edging
Blue Devils Miller, Earl Lambert,
Diano Reavis and Walker who fin-

ished in 3:25.2.
In the high jump, Aberdeen got

back to near peak form and cleared
6’4” to win the event. Then Aber-
deen leaped 22’0.5” and Williams
soared a personal-best 21’7” to place
one, two in the long jump. Blue
Devil Miller took third with a dis-
tance of 20’10.75.

“Coach (Rich) McGriff has
been helping me with my form a
lot. He noticed that I was kind of
sitting on the bar a lot, and now,
I’m clearing much better,” said
Aberdeen of his high jump per-
formance.

After winning the 200, run-
ning in lane 5, Williams said, “It
was to my advantage because I
knew that I had to get out faster
than normal, and I did. The other
guys knew that I would come
out fast.”

As to his performance in the
long jump, Williams com-
mented,” It was my best jump.
We (Aberdeen) always push each
other. So it will make us both
better.”

“Ray is doing much better (in
the long jump). And he is just
pushing me to do better,” Aber-
deen pointed out.

Dixon beat out Cranford’s
Brian Styler to win the 800 meters

with a time
of 1:58.4.
Dixon and
Styler were
running side-
by-side as they
finished the
first lap in :57
but Dixon be-
gan a kick
h a l f w a y
through the fi-
nal lap and
maintained a
t wo- second
lead on Styler
to the finish.

“I really
opened up on
the back
stretch of the
second lap,”
said Dixon. “I
knew I would

have to improve my time because,
for counties, I have Silva from Union.
He is running a 1:56 now, so I must
start producing to have a chance.”

Blue Devil Joe Hubbard was the
top man in the pole vault with a
height of 11’6” and teammate Tim
Kelman took third with a height of

10’6”. Blue Devil senior Ryan Burke
knew he had his work cut out for him
in the 400 intermediate hurdles,
knowing that Linden’s Emanuel Daux
was the expected winner and the rest
of the pack would offer him a stiff
challenge.

“Daux can run a :54 or :55, so he
should probably win,” said Burke.
“But the others run anywhere from a
high :57 to a :59 and my best is :58.1,
so I think I have a pretty good chance
to take second.”

As expected Daux crossed first
with a time of :55.4. Burke felt the
heat from Raider Franzone, but nosed
him out for second with a time of
:58.8.

“I am pretty happy with my time
although I hit a hurdle rung and
thought he (Franzone) was going to

catch me. I could see his feet hitting
the pavement right next to me. But, I
said ‘no way!’ He is not going to
catch me.”

Sara Burke won the 100 with a
time of :12.7 then blasted the dirt at
a personal-best 15’5” to win the long
jump. She grabbed her third victory
by crossing first in the 200 with a
time of :26.4, just edging Amy Sura
of Linden. Raider Jayme Ferrara took
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BRAMNICK GETS 2ND, COCKREN’S 79 TIES FOR 4TH

Cranford Gets Even, Edges
Westfield for UC Golf Title

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Dominance has not yet been estab-
lished in Union County when it comes
to deciding whether Westfield High
School or Cranford is tops in golf.
However, four days – May 10 – after
Westfield edged Cranford, 331-335,
at the par 36 Roselle Golf Club to
claim the Watchung Conference
(WC) title, the Cougars roared back

to capture the Union County (UC)
title at the par 36 Echo Lake Country
Club in Westfield. Oratory Prep
placed third at 344 and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood placed fourth at 351.

Junior Mike Occi – the WC indi-
vidual crown winner with an even
par 72 – turned in a 1-over-par 73 to
win the individual championship and
to lead the Cougars to their second-
straight UC title by topping the Blue

Devils 321-327. Comparatively, the
Cougars outdid second-place
Westfield, 332-343, last year.

Blue Devil Brent Bramnick, who
won the UC individual title two years
ago in sudden-death over teammate
Ron Kashlak, placed second with a
5-over-par 77, followed by Oratory
Prep’s long-ball hitting J. P. Longueil
at 78. Blue Devil junior Erin Cockren
and Cougar freshman Jason Occi
tied for fourth at 79.

Bramnick, Mike Occi, Longuiel
and Union’s Matt Colla comprised
the first foursome and it seemed ap-
parent that Occi was the man to beat
as he kept a steady flow and gained a
three-stroke lead over Bramnick and
Longuiel after seven holes. Occi,
who shot an even par 28 after seven,
managed to keep his tee shots in the
middle of the fairway while Bramnick
was hooking his shots into the trees
and had to punch out of the woods.

Bramnick ran into the same hook-
ing problem on the eighth then, when
he needed to hook his tee shot on the
ninth, he drilled it into the trees on
the right. Occi finished the front nine
at even par (36), Longuiel was at 39,
Bramnick turned in a 41 and Colla
was at 44.

“I have been hooking the ball off
the drive all day long,” said Bramnick

LAFORGE GOES 4-FOR-5, WITH 2 DOUBLES, FOUR RBI

Raiders Advance to UC Semis,
Bury Farmer Softballers, 12-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior Kelly LaForge had quite a
day in Scotch Plains on May 12 when
she went 4-for-5, scored twice and
had four RBI to help the top-seeded
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
softball team overwhelm Union, 12-
3, earning the Raiders their first-ever
appearance in the Union County tour-
nament semifinals to be held at Me-
morial Field in Linden tomorrow,
Friday, May 18, at 8 p.m. It was
LaForge’s second game in a week
that she had four hits.

“It’s the bat,” exclaimed LaForge
humbly. “I borrowed Megan Miller’s
bat. I give credit to Megan. Although
I feel more focused and comfortable
at the plate.”

“A lot of our kids are hitting the
ball. I think we really came with that
intensity today,” stated Raider Head
Coach Frank Butz. “We hit, we
fielded well and did everything right
from the beginning.”

Not only was LaForge a terror with
the metal stick, but she scooped up
every fly ball or grounder which
came her way and was involved in 10
putouts. The most impressive putouts
came in the fourth when she grabbed
a grounder, tagged the runner head-
ing to second and flicked to first for
a double play.

Still speaking humbly, LaForge
explained, “A lot of balls were hit to
me. I don’t think they got around
well on (pitcher) Alicia (Piniat). They
weren’t driving anything to left field.”

With a 13-hit attack, eight of nine
Raiders managed to at least cross the
plate once and eight of nine had at
least an RBI. On the other hand,

Raider senior Piniat yielded six hits
but the Farmers were only able to put
two together in the first inning when
they scored once and in the fifth
when they scored twice. Known for
her control, Piniat allowed just one
walk.

In the top of the first, Farmer Laura

DONNAN DRIVES IN WINNING RUN

Viking Softballers Edge
Blue Devils, 3-2, in UCT

By STEVEN KRAKAUER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The third-seeded Westfield High
School softball team faced the highly
improved 11th-seeded Union Catho-
lic in the quarterfinals of the Union
County Tournament on May 12 in
Westfield. The result was a huge, 3-
2, upset and a trip to the semifinals
for the Vikings. Sophomore Suzanne
Hennessy pitched a gem for Union
Catholic, giving up only five hits in
seven innings of work.

However, the game was a pitching
duel on both sides. Junior Caitlin
McDonald pitched a complete game,
striking out 13 of the 21 Vikings she
retired. She recorded at least one
strikeout in each inning. Also, she

gave up only two extra-base hits.
Both teams left two runners

stranded on the base paths in the first
inning and the second inning proved
much of the same as neither could
get a runner to cross the plate.

In the third, Westfield’s bats came
to life as the Lady Devils to scored
twice on a Courtney Thornton RBI
double and a Rachel Wagner RBI
single. Thornton finished the game
1-for-2 with two walks, two stolen
bases, a run scored and an RBI.
Wagner’s RBI-single was her only
hit of the day.

The Vikings answered in the fourth
when Ashley Whittemore rapped a
leadoff double and scored on Justine
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Steven Krakauer for The Leader and The Times
GOING TO THIRD...Blue Devil
Courtney Thornton heads to third
and makes it safely.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SAFE AT HOME...Raider Kelly Lusk slides in safely at home as Head Coach
Frank Butz, back right, helps with a little body English.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHIPPING ONTO THE GREEN...Blue Devil Brent Bramnick chips onto the
third green during the Union County golf tournament.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
Raider Derrion Aberdeen

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
Raider Jill Koscielecki

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
OVER THE LAST HURDLE...Blue Devil Sara Burke clears the last hurdle in
the 100 hurdle event and finishes second. Burke also grabbed three firsts.
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Wow! You’ll Always Find What You Want At...

1325 Terrill Road • SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ  •  (908) 322-5555

Complete Nursery • Greenhouses • Landscaping • Silk Plants • Custom Design Services

DEBIT

Parker
GREENHOUSES FARM & GARDEN CENTER
Parker

Also Visit Us At: www.parkerplants.com

GREAT GARDENS BEGIN AT PARKER!

FREE GarFREE Gardening Adening Advice... Jusice... Just Ask Out Ask Our Expr Experts!FREE Gardening Advice... Just Ask Our Experts!

SPECIAL SAVINGS

While supplies last. Offer expires 5/20/01. WL

PRESENT THIS AD FOR

50% OFF

Buy 5 Etera Perennials & Get 1

While supplies last. Offer expires 5/20/01.

SUMMER FLOWERING

“Perennials, which you plant
once and they reappear
each year, provide cyclic
color throughout the growing
season - some bloom all
season. We feature the area’s
largest selection of perennials,
over 500 varieties, for shade,
part-shade and full sun. We
have over twenty design
gardens available - just ask
me which one is best to make
your garden the envy of your
neighborhood.”

ASK EMILY
ABOUT
PERENNIALS!

Hours: Mon.-Wed. 7am-5pm•Thurs. & Fri. 7am-7pm•Sat. 7am-6pm•Sun. 9am-5pm — OPEN YEAR ROUND

You’re Invited To Our

PERENNIAL PL PARTYPERENNIAL PL PARTYPERENNIAL PARTY
SATURDAY, MAY 19th

Come and learn everything
about Perennials from the

Etera Professionals!

Enter To Win A
FREE ETERA GARDEN!

No purchase necessary

•Advice & Tips 10AM-4PM
•Questions & Answers
•Learn About Selection
  & Garden Design
•Refreshments

Of equal or lesser value.FREE
BULBS

Featuring
The Area’s Largest

Selection and Best

Quality Of Plants,

Trees, Shrubs &
Accessories!
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