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JEFF HENSAL HAMMERS THREE-RUN HOME RUN

Kardinals ‘Kapitalize’, Stop
Raider Baseball Nine, 10-4

MILLER NETS 4 GOALS; SCHOTT, LANG GET 3 EACH

Devil Lady Laxers Cripple
Morristown Beard, 17-0

RICHARDSON, SOFKA, LUDMER HAMMER HOMERS

Devils Use Long Ball, Batter
Blue Knight Nine, 14-2

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

An eruption of six runs in the
second inning put the 6-4 Kearney
High School baseball team on track
to a 10-4 victory over hosting Scotch
Plains-Fanwood on April 25. Raider
sophomore Jeff Hensal made his day
by launching a three-run home run in
the bottom of the second.

The game was not without some
“irregular and controversial calls”.
The first occurred in the bottom of
the first when Raider batter Steve
Williams appeared to be hit on the
hand by a pitch from Kardinal starter
Jairo Mendez. As Williams attempted
to shake the pain away, the umpire
ruled a foul ball which was immedi-
ately protested by Head Coach Brian

Homm and a host of fans. The um-
pire explained, “I heard it hit wood.”
Homm responded, “But the bat is
made of metal.” Perhaps a good point!

Raider sophomore starting pitcher
Steve Pietrucka showed some prom-
ise, recording four strikeouts in nearly
four innings of pitching, but he did
get pecked severely by the Kardinals
in the second inning. Mendez led off
with a single then scored on Chris
Rivera’s looping single to center. B.
J. Jasko tapped an RBI single and
Scott Miller followed with a two-run
double. Hugh MacDonald gave the
Kardinals a 6-0 lead with a two-run
single. Raider third baseman An-
thony Blasi stopped the pecking by
initiating a third-to-first double play.

“He was a little nervous but did a
nice job for his first time out and
settled down after the second in-
ning,” said Homm of Pietrucka. “His
curve ball started working for him
and he didn’t get as far behind in the
count.”

In the bottom of the second, Raider
catcher Brad Belford – regularly a
first baseman but filling in for An-
drew Pavoni – walked and was re-
placed by courtesy runner Kyle
Adams, who advanced to third on
two passed balls. Brian Schiller
walked and Hensal stepped to the

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Metal sticks were producing light-
ning for the Westfield High School
Blue Devil baseball boys as they
battered Irvington with three home
runs and a double to earn a 14-2
victory on April 30 in Westfield.
Blair Richardson hammered a three-
run home run and teammates Mike
Sofka and Josh Ludmer both blasted
two-run homers.

“The bats started to wake up today.
We came out and emphatically started
the game with a seven-run first in-
ning,” Blue Devils Head Coach Bob
Brewster pointed out. “In the past
five games, we have given up the big
runs in the first two innings. Today,
we wanted to make sure that didn’t
happen, we came out swinging the
bat and hit the ball on the nose.”

Blue Devil John Leonardis started
that hitting on the nose with a single
to left and Ryan MacDonald fol-
lowed with an RBI double down the
left field line. Sofka was hit-by-a-
pitch and Mike Duelks brought
MacDoanld home with a grounder to
short. Jay Cook hacked an RBI single
past third and Ludmer ripped a single
to left. Adam Feinberg walked and
Richardson stepped up and crushed

his inside-the-park, three-run homer
to put the Blue Devils up 7-0.

Senior pitcher Nick Geissler, who
fanned two of the three Blue Knights
he faced in the first inning, allowed
his only hit of the game in the sec-
ond. Geissler went on to pitch five
scoreless innings, striking out six

and walking just two. The Blue
Knights’ two runs came when the
Blue Devil relief pitcher, who started
the fifth inning, walked four-straight
batters followed by an error which
added the last run. Oddly, Geissler
was called back in to put out the fire.

By STEVEN KRAKAUER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

With a record of 3-5, the Westfield
High School girls lacrosse team
needed a win desperately to fight
back to .500. The Blue Devils cer-
tainly achieved their goal on April 27
at Tamaques Park, flattening the 3-6
Morristown Beard Crimson, 17-0.
Junior Brittney Miller netted four
goals, junior Morgan Lang scored
three and senior Tri-Captain Katie
Schott scored three goals as well to
lead the assault.

The Crimson never got anything
going against the Westfield defense
and goalkeeper, Sara Beth Euwer.
Juniors Christina Popola, Liz Parrella
and Elyse Goldweitz patrolled their
net with ease, allowing only one shot
on goal the entire game.

The Blue Devils’ teamwork was
impeccable. With beautiful passing
and the perfect combination of sprint-
ing and dishing, Westfield easily
broke down the Crimson defense.

“We got to work on a lot of our
plays, and they proved to be effec-
tive,” said Miller.

Like lightning, the Blue Devils
bolted to a 5-0 lead within the first
two minutes of the game, Sopho-

more Staci Spass scored both of her
goals during that storm.

For Morristown, Jackie Pittman
and Jessie Friedman played hard all
game, attempting to get something
going on Westfield’s end of the field.

Unfortunately, they were attacked
hard and double-teamed by the Devil
defenders.

Blue Devil senior Julie Cleaves
stepped up her play and was able to

BOBERTZ FANS 8; CORBETT, NEMEC SMASH HRS

Blue Devil Softballers Rattle
East Side Red Raiders, 11-0

By STEVEN KRAKAUER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School girls
softball team is off to one of it’s best
starts ever, at 8-1. Much credit is due
to the extraordinary pitching, but the
offense is explosive as well. The
Blue Devils exhibited both these
skills in their 11-0 win over Newark
East Side on April 25 in Westfield.

Blue Devil junior Sara Bobertz
pitched a complete game, four-hit-
ter, while fellow juniors Erin Corbett
and Ashlee Nemec each launched
home runs.

Bobertz stuck out the first batter

she faced, but eventually retired the
side after yielding one hit in the first
inning. Bobertz continued to give up
a lead-off hit in the third, fourth and
fifth innings but never faced more
than four batters in an inning, facing
19 on the day. By game’s end, she
would fan eight East Side Red Raid-
ers.

The Blue Devil bombardment
started early as they burst to a 4-0
lead in the bottom of the first inning.
Senior Co-Captain Courtney
Thornton ripped a sharp two-run
triple to put the first Westfield runs
on the board. Probably one of the

most dangerous base-stealers in the
county, Thornton swiped four bags
and finished 4-for-4 with five RBI
and three runs scored.

Crafty base running really helped
the Blue Devils. In the third, Thornton
singled up-the-middle, then pro-
ceeded to steal three straight bases
which was concluded by a grand
theft of home. Westfield’s other Co-
Captain, Lindsay Guerriero, gath-
ered three stolen bases on the day, as
well as receiving three bases on balls
and scoring three runs.

“We had very good pitching by
Bobertz and timely key hits,” said
Thornton.

East Side pitcher Rosa Bayez had
a tough outing, pitching exactly 100
pitches spread across six innings.
Bobertz only needed 59 pitches to
get through the Red Raiders’ lineup.

Other key Blue Devils included
Corbett, who ended the game with
her three-run home run, and Katie
McCrea (2-for-3, with an RBI).

Plans for the rest of the season
seem set in stone for Westfield. “Right
now we plan to continue to play hard
the rest of the season, and ultimately
capture counties,” said Thornton.

Head Coach Maggie McFadden
agrees. “The girls are playing with
more confidence, which is some-
thing we haven’t been doing re-
cently,” she said.

Looking ahead, the Blue Devils
will be looking for a two- or three-
seed in the first round of the Union
County tournament which will begin
for Westfield on Saturday at 2 p.m.
East Side 000 000 0
Westfield 401 304 11
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Raider Netmen Gear
Up for County Tourney

After losing to Westfield on April
19, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys tennis team has run off
six-straight victories, concluding
with a 4-1 win over Plainfield on
April 27 in Scotch Plains. Previ-
ously, the Raiders stopped Shabazz
on April 20, Union on April 23,
Wardlaw-Hartridge on April 24,
Kearny on April 25 and Linden on
April 26.

“Three of those matches were re-
ally key wins,” said Head Coach
Dave Blackman. “Union came to us
with a 4-2 record and we beat them 5-
0. Wardlaw was 6-1 and we won 4-1!
Kearny was undefeated and we

squeaked by them by a score of 3-2.”
According to Blackman, “All of

this should be giving us some mo-
mentum going into the Union County
Tournament (UCT) at Tamaques
Park.”

First singles player Gennady
Bekkelman is not yet at the top of his
game and has been struggling with a
4-6 record. Although he will most
likely be unseeded in the UCT he
may be a dangerous opponent for a
seeded player.

Senior John Corbin at second
singles is “playing the best tennis on
the team,” according to Blackman.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Steven Krakauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NAILED AT THE PLATE...This Westfield Blue Devil gets thrown out by a
Newark East Side Red Raider while attempting to score. Eleven Blue Devils did,
however, cross the plate.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VICTIM OF A RUNDOWN...Raider Brian Schiller, on third, was tagged out
when he got caught in a rundown.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
KNEE KNOCKER...Blue Devil Brett
Picaro jumps away from a low inside
pitch.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HOME RUN THE HARD WAY...Blue Devil Blair Richardson had to beat out
his three-run homer because he battered a shot that rolled to the fence in remote
right-center field.

ATTACKING THE NET...Blue Devil senior Julie Cleaves takes a wicked shot
at the Morristown Beard net but her shot is snagged by the goalie.
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RIGHT OFF EXIT 138 G.S.P.

ALL INSTRUCTORS & TEACHERS ARE CERTIFIED TUTORS

Matthew, Jared, Nicole, Mrs.Dunn, Kevin & Zach

Call Today For Details

TAKE A VIRTUAL TOUR...
http://members.home.com/karate-world
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