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Assemblyman Alan Augustine
Announces His Retirement

Duncan Hill Tenants Group Cites
High Rent, Decline In Services
By JAMES FOERST

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The residents of Duncan Hill Apart-
ments on Central Avenue say they
fell like strangers in their own homes
since Kushner Companies of Florham
Park, a large real estate development
and property management company,
acquired the Westfield complex in
May of 1999.

Kushner acquired the 135-unit
complex from Keller Associates of
Texas and New York. The company
manages apartment in New Jersey,
New York, Pennsylvania and Florida.

The residents have been subject to
“skyrocketing rent increases and a
seriously deplorable drop in ser-
vices,” said tenant and founder of the
Duncan Hill Tenants Organization,
Barbara Cioffi.

“We want a fair and equitable lease,
more responsiveness by management
to our concerns and most impor-
tantly, we want to instill a sense of
conscience in big business,” said Ms.

Cioffi.
“We are willing

to work with the
tenants,” said a
Kushner spokes-
man, “provided
their requests are
reasonable.”

The Duncan
Hill Tenants Or-
ganization was
formed in Sep-
tember of 1999 to
assist residents of
the apartment
complex on Cen-
tral Avenue in
dealing with the new landlord,
Westminster Management, a subsid-
iary of Kushner Companies.

According to the Kushner spokes-
man, the company currently owns
and manages more than 15,000 apart-
ment units in New Jersey, New York,
Pennsylvania and Florida with an
aim to “increase income, cut costs
and improve efficiencies.”

The rents have increased between
9 and 12 percent since Westminster
began managing the property, while
“the cost of a garage has risen 60
percent,” said Ms. Cioffi.
“Westminster has reduced services
by cutting the maintenance force
servicing the community from three
full-time employees to one.”

This, according to Ms. Cioffi, has
“greatly reduced the promptness of
responses to maintenance issues.”

According to the spokesman for
Westminster, the rents have only in-
creased 4 ½ percent each year over
the past two years.

“The rent increases are due to the
rise in energy costs, capital improve-
ments such as new windows and
refurbishment of the pool and a rise
in taxes.”

According to the Westfield Tax
Assessor’s Office, the taxes on the
property increased 4 percent from
1999 to 2000 with an assessed value
in 2000 of $5,562,500. At the time of
the acquisition, the property was as-
sessed at $13.28 million.

“The rent increase at Duncan Hill
is unreasonable by our standards,”
says Mitch Kahn, Vice President and
Director of Organizing of the New
Jersey Tenants Organization.

The New Jersey Tenants Organi-
zation is a statewide organization
comprised of some 50,000 individual
members whose main purpose is to
assist the formation of tenants groups
and counsel such groups in dealing
with management.

“Typically, because of certain fixed
costs, landlords expenses rise at only
half the rate of inflation,” says Mr.

Kahn.
Inflation, according to the Bureau

of Labor Statistics, has risen ap-
proximately 5 percent since Kushner
acquired the property.

The “heavy hand of management”
is clearly evident by Westminster’s
new lease which the New Jersey
Tenant’s Organization has deemed
“unreasonable,” “unconscionable”
and “possibly illegal.” Under the
present lease, among other “unrea-
sonable” provisions, said Mr. Kahn,
“management is authorized to in-
vade security deposits prior to the
expiration of the lease or formal evic-
tion” which Kahn stated is “against
the law.”

Westminster Management stated
that “the lease is within the param-
eters of the law.”

“We have changed in the last few
months by meeting with the tenants
and discussing the lease with the
both the tenants and the New Jersey
Tenants Organization,” said
Westminster. “We should be com-
mended that there was not more of an
increase. These people are getting a
good deal.”

“We just want to take pride in our
community and make Duncan Hill a
better place to live,” said Ms. Cioffi.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Alan M. Augustine

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
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Hillside Police Search for Gunman
In Murder of Westfield Shopkeeper

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

With two of his sons by his side,
Westfield resident Joseph M.
Licciardello, 55, was shot to death in
his Hillside roofing supply store last
Saturday by an armed robber.

Mr. Licciardello, owner of The
Roofing Outlet, had been a Westfield
resident since 1986. Police said that
he died immediately from a gunshot
wound to his head.

The gunman entered the Chestnut
Avenue store at approximately 8:45
a.m. on Saturday, ordering two cus-
tomers and the owner’s two adult
sons to get down on the floor, accord-
ing to Hillside police.

The robber demanded money from
Mr. Licciardello, who gave him an
unknown amount of cash. When Mr.
Licciardello told the robber he didn’t
have any more money, the robber
fatally shot him in the head, accord-
ing to police.

Then, the robber turned the gun on
Mr. Licciardello’s 28-year-old son,
Gregory, hitting him twice in the
shoulder, before fleeing. Gregory was
in stable condition on Saturday night
and released from the hospital on
Monday.

Rosemarie Licciardello, Joseph’s
wife of 33 years, said that Gregory
still has a bullet lodged in his arm,
which may remain or may have to be
removed at a later date, but he is
recovering.

The robber fled in a green Jeep
Cherokee with numbers 99 as the last
two numbers on the license plate,
according to witnesses interviewed
by the police. Pictures from the store’s
surveillance camera were released
and published in newspapers in the
hopes of someone recognizing the
assailant. The police have spent the
last few days searching Hillside,
Irvington and Newark for the robber.

Police described the assailant as a
black male in his mid-20s, between
190 and 200 pounds and approxi-
mately six feet in height. He was
wearing a waist-length, black nylon,
zippered jacket.

A $5,000 reward is being offered
for information leading to the arrest
and conviction of the robber. Anyone
with information can call the Hill-

side police at (973) 926-5800 or the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office at
(908) 527-4500.

Deputy Chief James Silva of the
Hillside Police Department said that
murders were a rare event in Hillside
and that generally, that section of
Hillside was fairly safe and not crime
ridden.

“We hardly ever see murders in
Hillside, less than one every few
years,” Deputy Chief Silva said. The
last homicide in Hillside was in 1997.

The Roofing Outlet was a family-
owned and operated business, run by

Mr. Licciardello and his sons since
1998. Their Web site displays the
many personalized services that this
family-owned business offered, in-
cluding homemade cookies while
customers waited for their orders.
Mr. Licciardello was described by
family and friends as a very warm,
friendly and helpful person, whom
everyone liked.

Before going into business for him-
self, Mr. Licciardello had previously
been Executive Vice President for
Standard Roofing in Tinton Falls. He

Family Describes Joseph Licciardello
As An ‘Incredible, Wonderful’ Man

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

“He was an incredible man” is the
most frequently heard description of
Joseph Licciardello, repeated by
those who knew him well and those
who only met him once.

Mr. Licciardello, a Westfield resi-
dent for 15 years, was brutally mur-
dered in his Hillside roofing store
last Saturday by an armed robber. He
was 55 years old. (See related news
story).

The Westfield Leader had the op-
portunity to sit down with the family
this week.

Joseph was the kind of man who
would go out of his way to help
someone, even if there was nothing
in it for him, said his son, Jeffrey
Licciardello.

“He would spend half an hour try-
ing to find just the right part for a
customer even when he’d only be
making 50 cents on it,” Jeff remem-
bered.

“That’s just the kind of person he
was.”

“He was an excellent father and a

wonderful husband,” said Rosemarie
Licciardello, his wife of 33 years.

“He called me on Saturday to say

of the letters addressed how sense-
less the crime was and what a coward
the assailant was.

“This community has really been
so wonderful to us,” said Mrs.
Licciardello.

“We have been receiving such an
abundance of comfort and assistance
from people we hardly even knew,”
Mrs. Licciardello said.

“But that’s because of the kind of
man he was. Customers who only
met him one time have called to say
how sorry they are. He had that effect
on people,” she added.

Pictures in a photo collage that the
family is putting together a display
Joseph’s many interests and talents;
he was an avid fly fisherman, a wine
connoisseur, an accomplished cook,
and a doting grandfather.

“He would always bring home-
made food to work for his customers
to try,” Jeff recalled.

“We never thought that something
like this would happen. Our grand-
daughter used to take naps in the
store. We felt safe. It’s difficult to
make sense of this,” Mrs. Licciardello
said.

John Licciardello, who was by his
father’s side when he was killed,
sadly lamented, “We didn’t get to
say good-bye.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Hearing Results
In Unanimous
OK of Budget

By MELISSA BETKOWSKI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Following weeks of intense, and
sometimes heated, discussion over
the 2001-2002 Westfield school
budget, the Board of Education
unanimously approved the pro-
posed $59,859,635 spending plan
at a special hearing Tuesday night.

Also approved was an additional
proposal of $1,464,067 that will
appear on the ballot on Tuesday,
April 17, as a separate public ques-
tion.

Board President Darielle Walsh
said that the board members have
worked a long time on the budget
proposal.

Mrs. Walsh also reiterated the
fact that board members view the
base budget and second question
as one budget, “necessary to con-
tinue the quality of education in

Joseph Licciardello

he missed me. He wanted me to
come down to the store to see his new
display. He was such a gentle man,”
she added.

Since Saturday, the Licciardellos
have received numerous letters, calls
and emails expressing sympathy and
concern from the community. Many

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
UNION COUNTY’S FIRST GOVERNOR...Acting Governor Donald T.
DiFrancesco is pictured above with his wife, Diane, at Saturday’s Union County
Republican Committee Convention held last Saturday at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School. The Committee unanimously nominated Mr. DiFrancesco, Union
County’s first governor, as their candidate for Governor.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

After representing the 22nd Leg-
islative District for the past 10 years,
Assemblyman Alan M. Augustine of
Scotch Plains has announced his re-
tirement effective this Saturday,
March 31, due to a long illness.

Mr. Augustine joined the Assem-
bly in December 1992 after being
appointed to seat vacated by Bob
Franks after Mr. Franks was elected
to Congress from the Seventh Dis-
trict. He was elected to a full term in
1992 and re-elected in 1995, 1997
and 1999.

Assemblyman Augustine served
20 years on the Scotch Plains Town-
ship Council, including three terms
as Scotch Plains Mayor — 1979,
1991 and 1996. He  served on the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders from 1982 to 1987 and 1991
to 1992. He was appointed Free-
holder Chairman in 1987 and Vice
Chairman in 1982 and 1986.

He has been serving as the Chair-
man of the Assembly’s State Gov-
ernment Committee and is a mem-
ber of the Banking and Insurance
Committee and the Transportation
Committee.

Mr. Augustine’s official announce-
ment was made  at the Union County
Republican Committee’s annual con-
vention on March 24 at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School.

“I’ve always viewed public service
as a process, not a means to an end,”
Mr. Augustine said in a statement
released by his legislative office. “It’s
a process that I love and through
which I truly believe that I’ve been

able to make a positive impact on the
lives of my constituents as well as all
citizens of New Jersey.”

Assemblyman Richard H. Bagger of

ties to creating a three-year statute of
limitations on the collection of fines
on unpaid parking tickets.

He sponsored legislation that cre-
ated a nationally-recognized safe
needle bill that has helped prevent the
spread of HIV and other deadly dis-
eases.

The Assemblyman also more re-
cently introduced legislation to protect
children riding scooters and sponsored
legislation which permits DNA testing
of old evidence to establish the inno-
cence of a convicted person.

“He is the respected voice of reason
and experience, urging all of  us to do
the right thing for the people. He will
leave very big shoes to fill in the
Assembly,” Mr. Bagger said.

Union County Republican Commit-
tee Chairman Ronald Frigerio of
Westfield called Assemblyman Au-
gustine, “the most moral and the most
honorable man I’ve ever met in poli-
tics.”

Acting Governor and State Senate
President Donald T. DiFrancesco, who
has served with Mr. Bagger and Mr.
Augustine since 1992, added that Mr.
Augustine “was born to serve.”

“He has not only been a great citizen
but a wonderful man,” the Acting
Govenor emphasized.

During his first year in office, Mr.
Augustine sponsored legislation which
expanded the state’s insurance fraud
prevention laws. He was the driving
force behind the enactment of wheel-
chair lemon and deadbeat parent laws
and a pet purchase protection law.

More recently, the Assemblyman
was responsible for the passage of the

Westfield, who has served with Assem-
blyman Augustine the past 10 years,
told Republican delegates, “He (As-
semblyman Augustine) is for so many
of us a true role model for the values we
need to see more of in politics and
government: compassion, integrity,
perseverance, responsiveness, effective-
ness and a wonderful sense of humor.”

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin L.
Marks called the Assemblyman  “the
quintessential gentleman who de-
fines the ideal of what he defines as
‘good government.’”

Mr. Augustine was the sponsor of
26 laws on subjects ranging from
state-mandated relief for municipali-
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Douglas M. Fasciale
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

by the Supreme Court of New Jersey

Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas, LLP

Attorneys At Law - A Full Service Firm

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 Paterson Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. Euclid Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

THURSDAY, MARCH 15
• Ali Pourmanouchehri, 24, of

Westfield was arrested on Lawrence
Avenue and charged with driving while
intoxicated. After being released on his
own recognizance, he was arrested sev-
eral hours later on East Broad Street and
charged with making a false 9-1-1 call
from a pay telephone and with disor-
derly conduct. He was released on his
own recognizance.

SATURDAY, MARCH 17
• Vincent A. Wilt, 48, of Westfield

was arrested and charged with driving
while intoxicated and refusal to submit
to a breathalyzer test at South Avenue
and Boulevard. He was released on his
own recognizance.

SUNDAY, MARCH 18
• A Lenape Trail resident reported

that several lawn light bulbs and their
fixtures were removed from the drive-
way area of his property.

MONDAY, MARCH 19
• Police reported that a plastic name

tag was removed from a sign mounted
on the outside concrete wall of a North
Avenue medical building.

TUESDAY, MARCH 20
• A credit card was reported stolen

from a Grandview Avenue address and
fraudulently used.

• Eric Petrilak, 21, of Plainfield was

arrested and charged with possession of
a hypodermic needle on East Broad Street
after police responded to a report of
someone panhandling.

The suspect, who was also wanted on
a contempt of court warrant issued by
the Hillsborough Municipal Court, was
turned over to Hillsborough police.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 21
• A Westfield woman reported the

theft of a cellular telephone while she
was at a South Avenue nail salon.

THURSDAY, MARCH 22
• A Princeton resident reported that

an unknown person withdrew $620 from
his savings account at an Elm Street
bank.

• A Raymond Street resident reported
that his motor vehicle was burglarized
sometime between March 21 and 22 and
a dark gray cellular telephone was taken
from the front seat.

FRIDAY, MARCH 23
• A resident of Shadowlawn Drive

reported that someone in Pennsylvania
tried to open a credit card account in her
name. The attempted identity theft was
discovered after the credit card com-
pany contacted the victim to verify the
application which had been placed in her
name, police said.

• Nichella Deloatch, 33, and Timo-
thy Livingston, 36, both of the same
Irvington address, were arrested and
charged with shoplifting $2,628 worth
of merchandise from a North Avenue
store, as well as with simple assault for
allegedly striking a security employee
who confronted them. The employee
sustained bumps and bruises on her arm,
police said.

Deloatch, who was also charged with
hindering apprehension for providing a
false identity, and Livingston, who was
additionally wanted on several contempt
of court warrants, fled the store and were
apprehended in the 400 block of South
Avenue, West. Bail for Deloatch was set
at $500, while Livingston was turned
over to authorities in East Orange.

SATURDAY, MARCH 24
• A resident of South Chestnut Street

reported that an unknown person smashed
and destroyed several walkway lights on
her property.

• Adam Lopez, 18, and three 17-year-
old males, all from Glen Ridge, were
arrested and charged with possession of
alcoholic beverages under the age of 21 at
Central and North Avenues. Lopez was
released on his own recognizance, while
the three juveniles were released to the
custody of responsible adults.

Westfield Police Nab Eight
On Narcotics Charges

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Authorities ar-
rested eight people on narcotics
charges shortly after midnight last
Friday after executing a search
warrant at a Windsor Avenue home
in Westfield.

The arrests, which occurred at
12:49 a.m., capped an extended
investigation headed by Sergeants
John Rowe and David Wayman of
the Westfield Police Department’s
Detective Bureau, according to
Lieutenant John M. Parizeau.

Lieutenant Parizeau said a po-
lice probe into reports of drug traf-
ficking at the address had been
going on “for some time,” and led
to the issuance of the search war-
rant.

Rasheem Moore, 22, of Westfield
was charged with three counts each
of distribution of suspected cocaine,
distribution of suspected cocaine
within 500 feet of a park, distribu-
tion of suspected marijuana and
distribution of suspected marijuana
within 500 feet of a park. Moore,
whose bail was set at $50,000, was
transported to the Union County
Jail in Elizabeth.

Jennie Dubose, 22, of North
Plainfield, Aaron Brinkley, 21, and
Adriann Roulhac, 18, both of

Plainfield, Kelli Carter, 23, and
James McMiller, 24, both of
Westfield, were each charged with
possession of suspected marijuana
with intent to distribute; posses-
sion of suspected marijuana with
intent to distribute within 500 feet
of a park, and possession of 50
grams or less of suspected mari-
juana.

McMiller was additionally
charged with possession with in-
tent to distribute suspected cocaine
and possession with intent to dis-
tribute within 500 feet of a park.
Bail for the suspect was set at
$35,000 and he was also remanded
to the Union County Jail. Dubose,
Brinkley, Roulhac and Carter were
all released on their own recogni-
zance.

Sharline Leys, 22, and Lamar
Bundy, 23, both of Westfield, were
each charged with possession of
less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana and were released on
their own recognizance.

Carter, McMiller, Leys and
Bundy all live at the Windsor Av-
enue address where the arrests took
place, police said, although it was
not known whether any of the sus-
pects are related to one another. No
one else was at home at the time,
Lieutenant Parizeau said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Assemblyman Augustine
Announces Retirement

Mountainside School Bd. OK’s Budget;
Tax Levy, Referendum Head to Voters

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — On Tues-
day night, the Mountainside Board
of Education held its annual public
budget hearing. Members discussed
the proposed 2001-2002 $9,373,657
school budget, as well as a presenta-
tion on the $4,968,323 proposed ref-
erendum for expansion of
Beechwood and Deerfield Schools.

The proposed school tax levy will
be the same as last year, totaling
$8,066,039.

Included in the proposed budget
are multiple increases, in areas such
as salaries, school sponsored/co-cur-
ricular activities, tuition to Governor
Livingston High School in Berkeley
Heights, Health Services and staff
training funds, among other pro-
grams.

There was, however, less money
allocated for several areas, including
special education instruction, stu-
dent support services and educational
media services. The school budget
total reflects a loss in rental revenue
from Beechwood School, due to pro-
posed renovations there and the an-
ticipated loss of the Union County
Educational Services Commission
as a tenant.

Chief School Administrator Dr.
Gerard Schaller commented, “There
is no tax increase with the budget
(because) having a (raise in the) bud-
get and the referendum is heavy.”

Two Mountainside residents, Ana
Conde and Debbie White, questioned
the current budgeted proposal of com-
bining the four existing fourth grade
classes into three fifth grade classes
next year. Their concerns are based
on class size, and the manageability
of that many “active” children.

Board President Patricia Taeschler
assured the parents that, “if there is a
way financially and with space,” the
children will remain in four classes.

Mrs. Taeschler also noted that,
“administration is coming up with
creative ways (to use the space it
has), and education is not failing.”

A presentation was given on the
proposed bond referendum by Dr.
Schaller, which included the pro-
posed floor plans for Beechwood
and Deerfield Schools, along with
the proposed figures for the project.

Beechwood School will be reno-
vated and expanded from 28,858
square feet to 38,326 square feet, and
Deerfield School will undergo reno-
vations.

Mountainside home owners will
see an increase of $82.49 a year per
$100,000 of assessed value if the
referendum passes. The total costs of
the projects will be $6,867,000, of
which the state has provided grant
money in the amount of $1,898,676.
This will leave taxpayers with
$4,968,323 to pay over a 20-year
period.

Officials said that any money re-
ceived from the dissolution of the
now-defunct Regional School Dis-
trict has been committed to paying
back the bond.

Residents are encouraged to con-
tact the Board of Education with any
questions or concerns that they may
have regarding the proposed budget
or referendum. Tours of Beechwood

School are also being offered to resi-
dents.

It was noted at the meeting that
voting locations for the school board
elections on Tuesday, April 17, have
been changed, due to the lack of
space at Deerfield School. Voting

will be held from 2 to 9 p.m. at Our
Lady of Lourdes School, the
Mountainside Municipal Building
and the Community Presbyterian
Church of Mountainside.

The budget and bond referendum
will be on the April 17 ballot.

908-322-6405
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Hillside Police
Investigation

served in the New Jersey National
Guard for 12 years as a Sergeant
First Class. Mr. Licciardello was a
board member of the Hillside Cham-
ber of Commerce and an active vol-
unteer with the New Jersey Special
Olympics.

Surviving, in addition to his wife
and son, are two other sons,  Jeffrey
Licciardello and Jonathan
Licciardello and three grandchildren.

A Mass will be offered at 10 a.m.
today, Thursday, March 29, at the
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield. Interment will take
place at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

WESTFIELD RESCUE SQUAD BLOTTER
FEBRUARY 2001 STATISTICS

YEAR TO DATE TOTAL CALLS: 331

In-Town Emergency Calls:       125
Out-of-Town Mutual Aid Calls:   3
Cancelled:            2
Non-Emergency Calls:            9
Total Calls:         139
Total Hours Out:    253:06
Total Volunteer Hours:       1827

Respiratory  (22)
Falls  (18)
Cardiac Pain  (18)
MVA  (17)
General Illness  (14)
Bleeding/Hermorrhage    (7)
Unconscious    (5)
Diabetic Reaction    (5)
Seizures    (4)
Syncope    (3)

Top 10 Response Categories:

Westfield.”
Budget and Finance Committee Chair-

man Michael J. Kessler noted that he felt
the board had a good year in planning for
the budget.

Board member William Wallace ech-
oed Mr. Kessler’s sentiments, saying the
board had a healthy budget discussion.

Board Vice President Arlene Gardner
said she felt that the budget prepared by
the board is “as good a balance as we’re
going to get” between what is needed to
be both financially and educationally
responsible.

Board member Kimberly Rhodes ob-
served that “this has been a difficult
decision for all of us.

“We have had to compromise on a
weekly basis, and I believe we have
come to a fair compromise,” she said.

Curriculum Committee Chairwoman
Annmarie Puleio noted that the board is
put in an awkward position by the state-
imposed 3 percent cap on the budget,
resulting from the Abbott versus Burke
decision.

In the case of Abbott versus Burke,
state officials responsible for administer-
ing public education laws, namely New
Jersey Commissioner of Education Fred
G. Burke, were challenged on behalf of
students in Camden, East Orange,
Irvington and Jersey City.

The plaintiffs successfully sought a
ruling declaring the Public School Edu-
cation Act of 1975 unconstitutional be-
cause it created financial disparities which
denied students in poorer urban districts
a thorough and efficient education, which
the plaintiffs attested is guaranteed by
the Constitution of the State of New
Jersey.

Because the state-mandated Core
Curriculum Content Standards require
more funding than the board can meet
under the cap, school boards are forced
to propose a second question.

Ms. Rhodes also complimented Su-
perintendent of Schools Dr. William J.
Foley on his patience with the board
members throughout the discussions.

Dr. Foley discussed briefly the final
draft of the second question proposal,
which will be put to the voters on April
17.

Rather than targeting specific sports
teams in the second question, the board
has placed $26,336 worth of athletic
supplies and $15,219 worth of textbooks
in the second question.

During the portion of the meeting al-
lotted for public comment, members of
the audience remained silent. Mrs. Walsh
said she hoped this indicated a silent vote
of support for the final budget proposal.

She reminded the public and the board
that the polls will be open on April 17
from 2 to 9 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

BOE Budget

Diana Shineman Placed
On Fall Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – Diana Shineman,
a third-year biology major, has been
placed on the Dean’s List for the fall
semester of the 2000-2001 academic
year at the College of Arts and Sci-
ences at Cornell University in New
York. Diana graduated Westfield
High School in 1998.

Frank Masella Receives
Young Professional Award

MOUNTAINSIDE – F rank
Masella, the Assistant Recreation
Director  for  the  Borough of
Mountainside, is the recipient of
the Young Professional of the Year
Award given by the New Jersey
Recreation and Parks Association
(NJRPA). The presentation was
made at the NJRPA Annual Confer-
ence on Tuesday, March 13.

Mr. Masella has been employed
by the Recreation Department since
December of 1998. He was hired as
Program Supervisor and was pro-
moted to Assistant Recreation Di-
rector in 2000.

A highly organized self-starter
with strong communication skills,
Mr. Masella assumed a number of
responsibilities in the department.
He developed the policies, proce-
dures, and maintenance plan of the
department’s facilities, including
the community pool, fitness trail,
tennis facilities, and ballfields.

Mr. Masella’s proposal for a se-
nior citizens’ fitness center and
computer learning center are an in-
tegral part of the Senior Focus Grant
which the Borough of Mountainside
has received from the Union County
Freeholder Board.

A 1995 graduate of Montclair
State University with a Bachelor of
Science Degree in Recreation Pro-
fessions, Mr. Masella worked for
the Fair Lawn Recreation Depart-
ment in the Youth Center as well as
in the maintenance department.
From 1996 to 1998, he was the
recreat ion supervisor  a t  the
Westchester Marriott in Tarrytown,
N.Y.

Mr. Masella is a member of the
NJRPA and the Union County Rec-
reation & Parks Association, and
was recently elected treasurer of
the latter group.

Town Moving Ahead
On Jitney, Leasing Spaces

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Westfield is moving ahead with
initiatives to increase parking capac-
ity in the downtown, as well as to
provide another option for commut-
ers to get to the Westfield Train Sta-
tion.

The town is also searching for a
parking manager and assistant as part
of a new department being created
by the municipal government. The
department, with total salaries of
$95,000, as included in this year’s
proposed municipal budget, will be
supported through existing parking
revenue, such as meters and parking
permits.

The Town Clerk’s office currently
handles the task of selling parking
permits.

Town Administrator Thomas P.
Shannon told the Town Council
and opponents of the proposed north
side parking deck who attended
Tuesday’s council meeting that he
anticipates having a commuter jit-
ney service up and running by La-
bor Day.

A survey conducted last year by
the town found that over 300 per-
sons would use a curbside jitney
service. Four routes were originally
proposed by the town several years
ago.

Mr. Shannon said he plans for the
town to solicit bids by this summer
from companies that would pro-
spectively run the service for the
town. He has proposed using two
routes at this time. Mayor Gregory
S. McDermott said he would like a
route started on the north side of
town and another on the south side.

The town is also planning to pur-
chase buses from NJ Transit.

In terms of looking for additional
parking capacity, the Administra-
tor said the town is working on an
agreement with local developer
Ralph Rapuano to rent 30 spaces in
a parking lot which the developer
plans to construct on the southeast-
ern end of the corner of Central
Avenue and Cacciola Place.

The town has offered to rent the
spaces at $30 a space, while Mr.
Rapuano, who is building a
townhouse and retail development
on the site, is seeking $45 a space.

Mr. Shannon said the town would
be able to use the spaces for up to
two years. He envisions using the
lot for commuters on the waiting

list for the Watterson Street lot.
He said the town has contacted

three churches about utilizing
spaces in their lots to reduce the
downtown parking crunch.

The town has sent out letters to
350 persons on the Watterson Street
lot waiting list in an effort to sell
another 50 to 60 permits at that lot.
Another 500 individuals on a list
dating back to 1995 did not re-
spond and have had their names
deleted from the waiting list.

The Mayor said if the town does
not receive enough interest from
persons on the Watterson list, the
town would then contact people on
the South Avenue train station lot
waiting list to see if they want to
purchase Watterson permits.

Mr. Shannon said the Town
Clerk’s Office has completed the
sale of 2001 parking permits for
the South Avenue train station lot.
He said of the 675 permits from
2000, a total of 635 were renewed
at the increased parking rate.

Officials said the town intends to
mail out more letters to complete
the sale of permits at the lot. Over
800 people are currently included
on the South Avenue Lot 3A wait-
ing list.

Most people on the Watterson
list are also waiting for Lot 3A
permits.

The town will also be increasing
enforcement of downtown on-street
parking regulations to reduce meter
feeding, which officials have long
said has reduced available parking
for shoppers.

Mayor McDermott requested that
the business community be in-
formed of the town’s intent to in-
crease parking enforcement in the
downtown.

The Administrator said the town
needs to move ahead on the pre-
design phase of the proposed park-
ing deck at Elm and Prospect Streets
at the same time it is implementing
other parking initiatives.

This pre-design phase includes
obtaining soil samples to see what
type of foundation would be best
for the site, as well reviewing drain-
age issues.

A traffic impact study, which was
completed by a consulting firm, is
currently before the Town Council.

Delbarton Announces
Headmaster’s List

WESTFIELD – Delbarton School
in Morristown has revealed that
Westfield residents Thomas Wade,
Bryan McDermott, Campbell An-
thony, Peter Gately, Tyler Deiesco,
Brendan Gorman, Wade Anthony
and Mark Gately have been named
to the Headmaster’s List for the
2001 Winter Term.

Thomas Wade and Bryan
McDermott earned Highest Hon-
ors; Campbell, Peter, Tyler and
Brendan received High Honors; and
Wade Anthony and Mark Gately
earned Honors.

Railroad Immunity Act, “which has
saved taxpayers millions of dollars and
made individuals more accountable for
their actions,” according to a press re-
lease issued by his legislative office.

He also sponsored the Identity Theft
Act which established tough new pen-
alties, including jail sentences and stiff
fines, for wrongful impersonation, and
legislation to create the Driver Dis-
traction and Highway Safety Task
Force.

The Task Force is charged with as-
sessing the risks that drivers incur
while their attention is diverted by
cellular phones and other distractions.

Over the years Assemblyman Au-
gustine has received a number of cita-
tions, including the “Chairman’s
Award” in 1996 from the New Jersey
Business and Industry Association for
his efforts to make government more

cost effective. He has been recognized
by NJ Transit, the New Jersey Traffic
Officers Association and Patients First
Coalition.

The Assemblyman has also received
awards for his advocacy work on be-
half of the disabled, and for being a
champion of libraries.

He is a former vice president and
marketing consultant with New York-
based Subaru Distributors Corpora-
tion.

A graduate of Lafayette College,  he
is a member of the Board of Directors
of Union County College, an honorary
member of the Union County Police
Chiefs Association.

The Union County Republican Com-
mittee will meet Tuesday, April 3 at
The Westwood in Garwood to select a
candidate to fill out Mr. Augustine’s
term which expires December 31.


