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  Mon-Wed  8:30-6:30 • Thur 8:30-8:00 • Fri 8:30-6:00 • Sat –10:00 to 6:30
 Additional Plans Available. $25 activation fee required. All plans require the purchase of a digital multi-network  phone. Plans and offers are based on a new activation. Other terms and conditions apply. See store for details.
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- a $30 Mail-in rebate from AT&T Wireless when you

activate service on any AT&T plan of $29.99 or higher.

+ Get a $50 MTV Gear Card OR a $30 Mail-in rebate on
Motorola V2397 when you activate any AT&T plan.

McGreevey Says State Relies
Too Much on Assessments

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WOODBRIDGE — Woodbridge
Mayor and Democratic Gubernato-
rial candidate James McGreevey told
The Westfield Leader  and The Times
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood last week
that he believes the state’s “core
Curriculum Standards” for high
school graduation requirements
“need to be revisited.”

During a personal interview con-
ducted in Mr. McGreevey’s
Woodbridge campaign office in the
Wilentz law office building, he said
the state relies too heavily on assess-
ments and not enough on “substan-
tive knowledge” that educators
should be allowed to teach students.

“Assessments are critically impor-
tant as a diagnostic tool, yet the
assessments in New Jersey have un-
fortunately become an end in and of
themselves,” he explained.

“At times parents have recognized
that, unfortunately, in certain cir-
cumstances, teachers are forced to
teach towards the assessments as
opposed to substantive knowledge
itself,” he stated.

“Critical learning and the process
of learning and substantive knowl-
edge has to be the answer. And a
reasonable argument can be made
that assessments in New Jersey have,
unfortunately, in certain instances,
taken precedence, which is simply
wrong and not appropriate,” Mr.
McGreevey stated.

On the issue of property taxes,
Mayor McGreevey, who nearly up-
set former Governor Christine Todd
Whitman in the 1997 race for the
State House, said property taxes dur-
ing the Whitman Administration in-
creased by well over $4 billion, which
he described as “a staggering sum.”

He said state debt will have risen
from $4.8 billion in 1992 to $17
billion by next year, amounting to
$1,800 for every state resident. Mr.
McGreevey remarked that New Jer-
sey will have the fourth highest debt
in the nation as of 2002.

“The glaring legacy of the Repub-
lican administration under Governor
Whitman will be debt – a sea of red
ink of debt,” he stated. “New Jersey
must begin to grapple with this stag-
gering debt.”

He zeroed in on Governor
Whitman’s decision to borrow $2.8
billion from the pension system,
which he said was done solely for
“fiscal gimmickry.”

The candidate also has said he would
reestablish the office of the Public
Advocate and the State Commission
on Investigation, to provide an “inde-
pendent watchdog which would help
provide scrutiny” in such areas as gov-
ernment contracts. Both offices were
eliminated by Governor Whitman.

Mr. McGreevey has cited the
GOP’s leadership in issuing the E-Z
Pass contract and for the Parsons
Corporation’s privatization pact for
motor vehicle offices, as examples
of deals that should been reviewed
by an independent body.

Mr. McGreevey said he supports
the immediate return of tax rebates
and, in future years, utilizing the
state income tax form as a way “to
provide direct reimbursement for the

NJ Saver, Homestead Rebate and
Senior Citizen Freeze” programs.

Mr. McGreevey also favors property
tax reform as initiated by New York
Governor George Pataki, who has des-
ignated a percentage of increased rev-
enue growth for property tax reduc-
tion. The Pakaki Star Program was
originally targeted at reducing the
school district tax levy, he added.

“The contrast in New Jersey is that

the state budget has increased expo-
nentially. The state government is
singularly the fastest growing gov-
ernment in the entirety of the state as
a percentage,” Mr. McGreevey com-
mented.

When The Leader and The Times
caught up with Acting Governor
Donald T. DiFrancesco at the Union
County Republican Convention last
Saturday in Scotch Plains, he said
the GOP majority has developed a

debt reduction plan.
“As a percentage of the budget, the

debt is really no higher than it was in
the past. But of course the budget has
grown dramatically over the last
seven years because we have been
increasing our revenue and giving
away more revenue — $7 billion in
school aid for example,” the Acting
Governor said.

He said a decade ago, that number
was around half of that amount.

“So we have debt which we’ve built
prisons with, we’ve built schools with,
open spaces and transportation. All
projects that he (Mr. McGreevey)
probably voted for or would have
voted for had he still been in the State
Legislature,” he said.

Mr. DiFrancesco charged that the
state’s bond rating rose four times
during the administration of Governor
Whitman, but went down when Mr.
McGreevey was in the Legislature and
Democrat James Florio was Governor.

“So I don’t think that’s an issue
that he himself has credibility on,”
the Acting Governor remarked.

He said the state has committed
$400 million in this year’s budget for
property tax relief.

Paul J. Peyton for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MEETING WITH THE PRESS...Democratic Gubernatorial candidate James
McGreevey met with The Westfield Leader and The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood at his campaign office last week.

Scout Troop No. 73
Set to Celebrate

65th Anniversary
WESTFIELD – Westfield Boy Scout

Troop No. 73 of the Holy Trinity Ro-
man Catholic Church in Westfield will
celebrate its 65th anniversary on Sun-
day, April 8, at the Knights of Colum-
bus Hall on North Avenue in Westfield
from 1 to 4 p.m.

All former Boy Scouts and scout
leaders of Troop No. 73 are invited to
attend. Participants are encouraged to
bring any photographs or other memo-
rabilia to the event.

For additional information or to re-
spond, please call Tim Avis at (908)
654-6286.

Union County Mayors Gather
For Annual Chamber Event

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — The Union County
Chamber of Commerce held the 12th
Annual Mayor of the Year Award on
Monday, March 26, at The Westwood
in Garwood.

Described by Chamber President,
James R. Coyle as the largest, non-
partisan, political event in the county,
mayors from 21 municipalities, coun-
cil representatives and department
heads attended the affair.

Plainfield Mayor Albert T.
McWilliams was chosen by the Cham-
ber as the Mayor of the Year for his
outstanding contribution to the busi-
ness sector of Plainfield and to the
revitalization of that community.

While the DJ played famous theme
songs, such as the “William Tell Over-
ture” and “I’m A Yankee Doodle
Dandy,” the order of Mayoral speakers
was chosen from a hat. Each Mayor
was given five minutes to address the
crowd of more than 200 attendees re-
garding the progress and goals for their

municipalities.
Westfield Mayor Gregory S.

McDermott elaborated on the town’s
accomplishments and cited field mainte-
nance, slower traffic and responsive gov-
ernment as major goals for the future.

“A resident-feedback system is be-
ing developed so that residents can
report their concerns to government
and get a quick response,” Mayor
McDermott said.

Fanwood Mayor, Louis C. Jung,
shared with the audience the Victorian
renovations taking place in the
borough’s downtown and at the his-
toric train station. He also invited
Westfield commuters to avail them-
selves of Fanwood train station’s 53
new parking spaces, which will be reno-
vated and available by permit in the
near future.

Scotch Plains Mayor Marks de-
scribed the township as a sleepy bed-
room community, which could boast a
resident, the sitting Governor, Donald
T. DiFrancesco.

“Our greatest asset is our people,”

Mayor Marks said.
Mountainside Mayor Robert F.

Viglianti shared with the crowd the
borough’s major road-renovation project
and the borough’s focus on recreation
for young families with children.

The attendees were sponsored by
several major businesses, including
First Union Savings Bank sponsoring
Westfield, AT&T sponsoring Fanwood,
Verizon sponsoring Scotch Plains and
Children’s Specialized Hospital spon-
soring Mountainside.

Mayor McDermott said that the event
was an excellent opportunity for people
in government to network and share
ideas.

A portrait of George Washington was
won by the Township of Cranford, as
the Mayor of Cranford, George Jorn,
was the last one chosen to speak.

The Union County Chamber of Com-
merce focuses on advocating for legis-
lation that promotes the economic well
being of businesses and a variety of
other activities, which help businesses
on a local, county and state level.


