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Cutting Positions, Community School
Strongly Opposed By Area Residents

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

Budget discussions dominated the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education’s March 15 agenda ses-
sion as members reviewed several
alternative ways to shave some dol-
lars off the tentative $50.3 million
spending plan.

Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Carol B. Choye explained that the
administration was not recommend-
ing the alternatives, but simply put-
ting them on the table for consider-
ation.

Among the alternatives were elimi-
nation of several positions, namely
the receptionist at the central school
board office, the Xerox machine op-

erator, a secretary at the high school
and a lunch/general aide at the high
school. The net savings would be
$108,000. These staff members
would not necessarily lose their jobs
altogether: those with tenure would
be reassigned, bumping those with
less seniority.

The workload would then be re-
allocated among other staff mem-
bers.

Also discussed was the possibility
of doing away with the Community
School (including the Creative Sum-
mer Workshops for children), which
is directed by Cynthia S. Mendelson.
Another position considered for pos-
sible elimination was that of district
Substance Abuse Coordinator, a post

held by Liz Knodel-Gordon.
A half-dozen people spoke out in

defense of these positions. Scotch
Plains resident Mary Cappio called
the Substance Awareness Coordina-
tor “a position too valuable to even
be discussing” as a place to make
cuts.

Nancy Ruggiero of Scotch Plains
referred to a letter from Superinten-
dent Choye that was mailed to par-
ents last week regarding the district’s
safeguards against school violence.
In it, Ms. Knodel-Gordon was cited
as one of the people to call in the
event parents have safety concerns.
Mrs. Ruggiero asked how the admin-
istration could suggest eliminating
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Long-Term Prospects for Quarry
Revealed Before Watchung Planners

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

The Planning Board for the Bor-
ough of Watchung last Tuesday held
a public meeting to hear a presenta-
tion regarding the long-term rede-
velopment prospects for the Weldon
Quarry site located off of New Provi-
dence Road on the Scotch Plains
border.

Weldon Quarry is a 200-acre, 31-
lot, rock quarry and mining facility
owned by the Weldon family and
operated for more than 100 years.

The quarry mines basalt and oper-
ates two concrete plants, three as-
phalt plants and a recycling plant for
materials on the site, as well as main-
taining offices, storage buildings and
a weigh station on the site.

Recognizing that the quarry op-
eration will eventually cease at some
point in the future, the Planning Board
requested that Weldon commission a
study in order to assess future rede-
velopment possibilities for the site.
The study, will be utilized for the
revision of their Master Plan and to
re-zone the property for future rede-
velopment.

The study included topographical
information regarding the current
quarrying activities and current zon-
ing of the site and surrounding areas.
It also included suggested redevel-
opment possibilities, Watchung Mas-
ter Plan Considerations as well as
general planning considerations.

William Butler, attorney for
Weldon, explained to the board that
Weldon had no immediate intentions
of ceasing quarrying activities and
that the redevelopment proposal was
only prepared at the request of the
Planning Board for long-term use for
the future. Mr. Butler stressed that
this was only a conceptual proposal
of potential redevelopment possibili-
ties and not a formal application
requesting rezoning.

Donald Speeney, Chairman of the
Planning Board pointed out that the
site, which is bordered by Berkley
Heights to the south and Scotch Plains
to the north, could have significant
visual, traffic and flood control im-
pact on these and other neighboring
municipalities.

Mr. Speeney read excerpts from
the Municipal Land Use Law
(MLUL) as well as from an initiative

interpretation of the MLUL con-
ceived by Somerset County, govern-
ing the inclusion of broad-based in-
put from other municipalities when
projects of regional significance, such
as the redevelopment of this site,
would have significant impact on
neighboring towns and counties.

Mr. Speeney as well as Watchung
Mayor Anthony Addario lamented
the fact that despite being invited,
none of the Planning Board repre-
sentatives from neighboring munici-
palities accepted the invitation to
attend the hearing, save one, the Di-
rector of Planning for the Somerset

County Planning Board, Robert Bzik.
Mr. Speeney also expressed his

hope that as the process of rezoning
the site and Master Plan revisions
progressed, the municipalities and
counties, which abutted the Weldon
property, would take a more active
role in a cooperative effort.

The board also stressed that they
would be seeking input from the
public as the process unfolded.

The redevelopment proposal, pre-
pared by Peter G. Steck, Community
Planning Consultants of Maplewood,
was orally outlined to the board and
the public by the board’s Profes-
sional Planning Consultant, Susan
Kimble.

The proposal suggested that zon-
ing the site as a “planned develop-
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Residents Object to Addition
Planned for Shackamaxon

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

More than 25 residents from the
neighborhood surrounding
Shackamaxon Golf and Country Club
attended the Scotch Plains Planning
Board meeting on Monday night to
voice their objections to a proposed
garage and maintenance building
application.

The 135-acre golf and country club,
in operation since 1916, is seeking a
variance to construct an addition onto
their existing maintenance building
in the northwest corner of their prop-
erty.

The proposed addition is two sto-
ries, approximately 42 feet by 75
feet, and would add three additional
garage bay doors to the existing four-
bay garage and maintenance build-
ing, bringing the total size of the
garage-maintenance building to ap-
proximately, 116 square feet. The
variance is required because of less
than adequate minimum setback from
the property line, which requires a
200-foot setback, while the building
would be only 140 feet from the
property line.

The club is proposing to use the
building to store grounds-keeping
supplies, such as fertilizers and main-
tenance equipment, such as mowers
and leaf blowers, which are now,
currently stored either outside or in
smaller storage structures. Mainte-
nance of the equipment, such as
blade-sharpening and oil changes
would also take place inside the build-
ing.

The second floor would be used as
office space for the grounds superin-

tendent and his assistant, replacing a
trailer that is currently used as their
office. The second floor would also
house showers for use by mainte-
nance workers.

The application also proposes to
replace an existing septic tank sewer
system with a modern, ejector pump
system to carry away sewer water

Celentano, Spera Picked
By GOP for SP Council,
General Assembly Slots

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains Republicans last
week chose Guy Celentano to be
their candidate for Township Coun-
cil this fall and selected former Mayor
Gabe Spera to be the township’s can-
didate for the State General Assem-
bly at the Union County Republican
convention, which will likely be held
next month to choose a candidate for
the 22nd District seat being vacated
by incumbent Richard H. Bagger of
Westfield.

Mr. Celentano won the party’s nod
in a first ballot victory over Carolyn
Sorge and Bruce Yakre. Eric Urbano,
who ran unsuccessfully for Union
County Clerk last year, dropped out
of the race just prior to the balloting.
A member of the Township Planning
Board and Environmental Commis-
sion, Mr. Celentano told The Times
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood that he
will “absolutely be focusing on prop-
erty taxes” in the fall campaign.

“It’s everyone’s major concern,”

he said. He added that further explo-
ration of shared services with neigh-
boring communities, as a way of
keeping a lid on taxes, also needs to
be a priority.

“Taxes here in some cases are more
than double what they are in Morris
County,” Mr. Celentano said. “We’re
pushing out our older people.”

He favors the present call for a
state constitutional convention to
overhaul the property tax system,
“as long as it focuses solely on prop-
erty taxes.”

While he favors development, Mr.
Celentano emphasized that “we have
to take the environment into consid-
eration” when it comes to develop-
ment in Scotch Plains.

A former member of the Union
County Transportation Commission,
Mr. Celentano said he feels the expe-
rience he has gained from his service
on governmental bodies and in the
10 years of operating his own food
business “should serve me well” on

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

FAA Hosts Hearing in Springfield
For Purpose of Air Space Redesign

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

While the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration (FAA) is launching a
series of public meetings throughout
New Jersey as the first phase of a
major Metro-area airspace redesign
plan, there is growing concern among
some New Jersey residents and vari-
ous interest groups that the mitiga-
tion of aircraft noise over New Jersey
will not be an FAA priority.

This is the reason why the New
Jersey Coalition Against Aircraft
Noise and the Air Traffic Noise Ad-
visory Board are urging residents of
Union County to attend the FAA’s
upcoming “scoping hearings,” a se-
ries of public information input meet-
ings.

At an FAA scoping hearing held

on Tuesday, at the Holiday Inn in
Springfield, FAA spokesmen were
on hand, along with a display of
over 20 color schematics outlining
the redesign process and priorities.
An FAA panel of representatives
fielded questions from a wary pub-
lic and from the press regarding the
priorities that will be considered
by the FAA in the redesign process.

According to written information
published by the FAA, the purpose of
the hearings is to involve the com-
munity in the proposed airspace re-
design project for the dual purpose
of educating the public about the
need for the redesign and to provide
members of the public an opportu-
nity to express their views about the
project’s three major redesign alter-
natives.

The major reasons cited by the
FAA for redesigning the air traffic
patterns over New York and New
Jersey are to mitigate delays, in-
crease efficiency and handle air traf-
fic growth.

The three major redesign alterna-
tives include: modifications of ex-
isting routing; the four-corners con-
cept, and the ocean routing concept.
According to Mike Sammartino, an
FAA Air Space Branch Manager, no
decision has yet been reached re-
garding any one of the alternatives,
and input from the public will weigh
heavily into the FAA’s final deci-
sion.

“It is only conceptual at this point
and the reason for these scoping hear-
ings are to gather input as to what the

Ingrid McKinley for The Times
SPRING HAS SPRUNG…Snowbells throughout the area have been peeking their heads out of the cold winter ground
to welcome a warmer season of spring.

Ingrid McKinley for The Times
REDEVELOPMENT IN THE WORKS?…Last Tuesday, the Planning Board
for the Borough of Watchung met to hear a presentation regarding the long-
term redevelopment prospects for the Weldon Quarry site located off of New
Providence Road on the Scotch Plains border. Weldon Quarry is a 200-acre, 31-
lot, rock quarry and mining facility owned by the Weldon family and operated
for more than 100 years.
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Fanwood Council Okays Creation
Of Sign Committee, Skate Park

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Addressing a diverse agenda at
their regular meeting last Thursday,
members of Fanwood’s governing
body approved a handful of resolu-
tions, adopted two ordinances and
introduced several others on first
reading.

Among the resolutions was one
approving the establishment of a Sign
and Facade Committee, to be com-
prised of some 13 members, includ-
ing council representatives, retail and
non-retail merchants, residents,
members of the Planning Board and
the Fanwood Downtown Revitaliza-
tion Committee, Fanwood Down-
town Revitalization Coordinator
Clayton S. Pierce and Mayor Louis
C. Jung as an ex-officio member.

The committee, which will meet
from April through July, will review
sign ordinances of other towns, con-
sult with local merchants and de-
velop acceptable sign standards, in-
cluding size and illumination, for

each zone of the borough.
Committee members’ recommen-

dations are expected to be pivotal to
the development of an updated sign
ordinance for Fanwood.

Council President Joel Whitaker
anticipated that the committee’s
membership would represent a
“broad input of people that will bring
different perspectives to the task.”

An additional resolution autho-
rized creation of a Skate Park for
skateboarders and in-line skaters at
LaGrande Park. The planned facility
was the brainchild of then-eighth
graders Zack Von Langen of Fanwood
and Kevin Del Mauro of Scotch
Plains, who made their proposal dur-
ing a Fanwood Recreation Commis-
sion meeting last year. Their idea
generated support from area mer-
chants and residents.

Funded with a Parks Renewal Fund
built up by the Recreation Commis-
sion via fundraisers, the park is ex-
pected to provide a needed activity
for youth. The proposed regulations

for operation of the Skate Park in-
clude use by permit-holders only;
limited capacity and posted prohibi-
tions against drugs, alcohol or abu-
sive language.

One of the two ordinances adopted
by the council last week increases
parking fees for non-borough resi-
dents from $30 to $35 per month.
The fee will increase by $1 every
year through 2008, although resi-
dent fees will remain at $18.

Also adopted on second reading
was a resolution amending the Bor-
ough Code to establish minimum
front yard setbacks at “not less than
30 feet, except when provisions re-
lated to corner lots apply,” Council-
man Whitaker explained. The previ-
ous minimum setback was 35 feet.

Of the three ordinances introduced
on first reading last week, one ap-
proved fee increases for inspections
performed by the borough’s Con-
struction Office. These fees fund
operation of the office and the Con-
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ment,” designated as a PD-1 zone,
would be most appropriate to allow
maximum flexibility in positioning
future mixed uses. Some of the antici-
pated uses in a planned development
might include: offices, hotels, confer-
ence centers, retail, recreational uses,
open space and potentially some form

Mary Ruotolo to Be Recognized
Tonight With Government Award

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Union County Free-
holder Mary P. Ruotolo of Westfield will
receive an award for government service
as issued by the New Jersey Advisory
Commission on the Status of Women
tonight, Thursday, March 22, in
Middlesex County.

The commission is administered by
the Department of Community Affairs,
Division of Women.

The 11-member state commission
makes recommendations to the Division
of Women regarding policies and pro-
grams, provides technical assistance to
county and municipal commissions on
women and assists in the formation of
commissions.

The award is part of the state’s ongoing
celebration of Women History Month.
Mrs. Ruotolo receive a similar citation
from the Union County Commission of
the Status of Women. (See story on Page
5). Mrs. Ruotolo is the sole state Status of
Women recipient from Union County.

Mrs. Ruotolo said she was “thrilled”
to be receiving the award, noting that she
is simply “trying to serve and meet the
needs of the constituents of this county.”

Mrs. Ruotolo, the wife of the late
Union County Prosecutor Andrew K.
Ruotolo, said her role in public service
has been inspired by her parents and
children, Lyndsay, Andrew and Jayne.

“Their understanding of the work that
I do allows me to serve the people of
Union County to the best of my ability,”
she told The Westfield Leader and The
Times. “They inspire me with their love

and compassion for others.”
A lifelong resident of Union County

and a resident of Westfield, Mrs. Ruotolo
was appointed to the Board of Chosen
Freeholders in 1998 to fill a vacancy and

was elected later that year to a full three-
year term. She received the most votes in
the freeholder race.

In her first term, Freeholder Ruotolo
helped establish the Union County Child
Advocate’s Office to ensure that no child
“slips through the cracks” of the state’s
child protection safety net.

As liaison to the Division of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs, she also helped
plan the HEART Grant program (His-
tory, Education, Arts - Reaching Thou-
sands) that has distributed thousands of
dollars in grants to artists, musicians,

actors and historians in the county.
Freeholder Ruotolo said the HEART

grants have involved everyone from stu-
dents to nursing home residents whose
work might have otherwise not been
exposed.

In addition, she developed a link be-
tween Union County’s Division on Ag-
ing and the Center For Hope Hospice,
which provides services for older people
who are homebound and terminally ill.

Mrs. Ruotolo also serves on the Free-
holders Open Space Committee and was
Finance Committee Chairwoman last
year.

Michael Murray, Director of Public
Information for the County of Union, said
one of the most important contributions
made by Freeholder Ruotolo was her
work on a scooter helmet safety ordinance
enacted by the county last year.

The county received recognition from
a national organization on brain injuries
for that policy. The county ordinance
followed an accident in which a child
was killed in Elizabeth. The legislation,
copied from an ordinance passed by the
Elizabeth City Council, requires that chil-
dren wear helmets when riding scooters.

“It turned out to be cutting edge legis-
lation,” Mr. Murray said.

Mrs. Ruotolo received as Associate’s
Degree in Business Science and contin-
ued her education at Kean University in
Union. Her husband served as Union
County Prosecutor from 1991 until his
death in 1995.

Tonight’s ceremony will be held at 6
p.m. at the Forsgate Country Club in
Jamesburg.

Mary P. Ruotolo

from the maintenance building. The ap-
plicant claimed that this was precaution-
ary and not because of any current prob-
lems with the older system.

The backyards of residential proper-
ties, which front onto Arrowwood Road
and Shackamaxon Drive are adjacent to
the 140-foot wooded area leading up to
the existing one-story maintenance build-
ing.

Several residents told the board that
they believe that inadequate drainage on
the Shackamaxon property has contrib-
uted to standing water problems in their
backyards. Other objections voiced by
several residents included concerns about
increased machinery noise, lights and
truck traffic in their neighborhood, as
well as previously incomplete construc-
tion and maintenance on the
Shackamaxon property. The residents
object to new construction being ap-
proved, when, they claim, previously
approved construction was not completed
in a timely fashion.

Burton Eichler, a Roseland Attorney,
was at the meeting representing several
of the neighborhood residents, as an
objector to the application. Mr. Eichler
questioned the witnesses who testified
on behalf of Shackamaxon, including
Acting President, Robert Brown, and
Michael Lanzafama, a Civil Engineer
with Kasey and Keller Associates of
Millburn.

Both Mr. Brown and Mr. Lanzafama
suggested to the board that the water
accumulation in the residents’ yards was
not caused by Shackamaxon’s drainage
system, but could be the result of an
unusually heavy rainfall last summer
and a higher than normal water line. He
also emphasized that the proposed appli-
cation would not entail any increase in
machinery noise or maintenance activi-
ties but merely a consolidation of the
equipment and machinery inside the new
addition.

Board Attorney, L.A. Woodruff ex-
plained to the public that a golf course,
along with necessary maintenance ac-
tivities, such as mowing, leaf blowing
and the servicing of equipment was a
permitted use in this R-1 residential zone.
Additionally, the golf course was permit-
ted to engage in those types of activities
during early morning hours as was nec-
essary for the adequate operation of the
golf course.

Mayor Martin L. Marks, a member of
the board, raised the point that the club
could hypothetically knock down the
existing maintenance building and re-
construct a new building 60 feet further
back, which would not require any vari-
ances. This alternative could bring more
noise, lights and traffic to the immediate
area, which the residents might find more
objectionable.

The board discussed, at length, whether
requiring additional landscaping to the
140 foot wooded area would adequately
buffer the visual and noise impact of the
maintenance operations from the resi-
dential properties.

Additional witnesses speaking on be-
half of the application, including an ar-
chitect and a professional planner will be
heard at the continuation of the applica-
tion on Monday, April 2.

The Planning Board also unanimously
approved a waiver of a site plan applica-
tion for an addition to be constructed
onto the Scotchwood Diner on Route 22.
James Watson of E.K.A. Associates of
Scotch Plains, a Professional Planner
explained to the board that the addition
would be constructed on the south west
side of the diner, on top of an area already
paved. The existing two-way driveway
on that side of the diner would be changed
to a one-way entrance off of Route 22.

The addition would match the existing
façade of the diner and be approximately
32 feet by 50 feet. The board approved
the waiver with the condition that attrac-
tive planters be included.

The Planning Board adopted a resolu-
tion to recommend that the Township
Council approve the writing of a new
Master Plan. The Master Plan Review
Committee has made that recommenda-
tion based on a number of changes in
land usage, including full build-out, wet-
lands preservation, aging population, traf-
fic congestion and the need to preserve
open-space. The last Master Plan was
revised in 1996.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Shackamaxon

the council.
Mr. Celentano will be attempting to

gain the Republicans a fourth seat on the
five-member Township Council in the
November election, which is being held
to fill the final year of the four-year term of
the late Democratic Councilman Tarquin
Jay Bromley, whose seat is presently be-
ing filled by Democrat Sharynn Porter.

In the vote for State Assembly candi-
date, Mr. Spera, who served on the Town-
ship Council from 1983 to 1991 and was
Mayor in 1985 and 1988, won a second
ballot victory over current Mayor Martin
L. Marks and former Mayor William F.
McClintock, Jr. With 51 party members
voting, Mr. Spera received 25 votes on the
first ballot, with Mr. McClintock getting
14 and Mayor Marks receiving 12.

Although the incumbent mayor had
garnered enough votes to compete on the
second ballot, Mr. Spera told The Times
that Mr. Marks “very graciously” bowed
out, resulting in Mr. Spera’s second bal-
lot selection over Mr. McClintock on a
32-19 vote.

Mr. Spera, who headed the local GOP
from 1990 until last year, said that, if the
county Republican organization ulti-
mately selects him as its candidate on the
November ballot, he would bring “expe-
rience, wisdom and good common sense
on some of the issues facing us now. I like
to be a consensus builder,” he told The
Times last week, “and work with other
people to find solutions.”

He mentioned tax relief as one issue
he’d speak about and said he “whole-
heartedly” suppers Acting Governor
Donald T. DiFrancesco’s tax cut propos-
als. Mr. Spera said that “the environment
requires a lot of attention,” and added
that “we have to find better ways to fund
education.”

Mr. Spera also said he has always been
in favor of preserving open space, point-
ing out that he got his start in local
politics nearly 20 years ago by opposing
the proposed construction of housing
developments on farmlands on the south
side of Scotch Plains.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Long-Term Prospects for Quarry Revealed
Before Watchung Planners During Meeting
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Celentano, Spera
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Board of Ed.
such a position.

Speaking out in support of the
Creative Summer Workshops pro-
gram, a Fanwood resident reminded
board members, “I’m paying more
all the time and I don’t want my level
of service to decrease.”

She suggested it was “a little late
in the game” for the board to con-
sider eliminating a program that par-
ents are counting on for the coming
summer.

Scotch Plains resident Heidi
Sweeney called the summer program
a “valuable resource that parents can
afford. I hope it stays.”

Reverend John Neilsen, retired rec-
tor of All Saints Episcopal Church,
greeted the board in Italian, a language
he studied as a regular participant in
the Community School program.

“I consider the Community School
a vital component of our community
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood,” stated
Rev. Neilsen.

In a general comment about the
budget, Sally Hogan of Fanwood said,
“I ask you to give the people of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood a chance to vote
for the budget without all the cuts.”

The public hearing on the budget
is scheduled for Monday, March 26,
at 8 p.m. in the boardroom at Ever-
green Avenue and Cedar Street in
Scotch Plains.

cern is to alleviate delays, increase
capacity and cut costs, and they are
not at all interested in mitigating
noise.

Jerome Feder of Westfield, Chair-
man of the Union County Air Traffic
Advisory Board, in attendance at the
meeting, believes that the FAA is not
going to make noise mitigation a pri-
ority, despite widespread concern of
Union County residents and despite
what the FAA representatives
claimed. He and the other members
of the coalition believe that the FAA
will keep the details of their chosen
alternative sketchy, vague and unde-
fined, until it is too late for the public
to object.

Ms. Millet said that she believes
that the FAA has already decided on
the four corners plan, and that these
hearings are only to make it appear as
if the FAA is concerned about public
input. She said that she is certain that
the FAA is there to promote the four-
corners plan, and no other alterna-
tive.

There are options, other than the
four corners plan, which would bet-
ter alleviate noise, while also ad-
dressing delays, according to coali-
tion members.

Both the Coalition and the Air Traf-
fic Advisory Board support the ocean-
routing plan, which would allow
planes to gain altitude over non-resi-
dential areas, thereby mitigating un-
due noise over residential neighbor-
hoods.

There is opposition on the part of
the FAA to the ocean routing plan,
however, because of increased costs
involved in the longer route, accord-
ing to these citizen’s coalitions.

FAA representatives at the hearing
repeatedly emphasized that noise
mitigation will be given as much con-
sideration as is “feasible” when re-
designing the airspace, but admitted
that “safety” was their number one
priority. When pressed by the public
to define “feasible” and to weight the
priorities, FAA spokesman Tom Bock
said that he could not really be any
more specific at this time.

“There are many factors that the
FAA must weigh into consideration,
including delays, safety, noise and
other environmental effects, which
are of great concern to many resi-
dents. We will make all of the data
public and keep nothing about our
decision making process secret, as
we progress through the stages,” Mr.
Bock assured the public.

He added that noise mitigation
would be “a major priority” through-
out the redesign process.

For more information about up-
coming scoping hearings throughout
New Jersey, the number to call is:
(866) EISLine (866) 347-5463). All
of the information regarding the re-
design project can also be found on
the FAA’s Web site at: www.faa.gov/
programs/airspace.htm.

struction Official’s salary.
Councilman Thomas P. Ryan, Jr.

observed that, even with the in-
creases, Fanwood’s fees are still less
than the amounts charged for such
services in some neighboring mu-
nicipalities.

The second new ordinance adds
definitions to the borough’s Historic
Preservation Ordinance concerning
what constitutes “contributing” and
“non-contributing” properties.

“Contributing” properties are iden-
tified as a “building site, structure or
object that adds to the historic, ar-
chitectural qualities, historic asso-
ciations or archaeological values for
which a property is significant.”

The ordinance additionally
changes the number of Class “C”
members on the borough’s seven-
member Historic Preservation Com-
mission from five to four, in order to

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

comply with a state statute. Class
“C” members are defined as resi-
dents who hold no office, position or
employment with the borough, save
for membership on the local Plan-
ning Board.

Finally, in the event the borough
were to designate a section of the
municipality as a local historic dis-
trict, the ordinance is designed to be
as “least restrictive” as possible in
terms of residents’ prerogative to do
what they want with their homes.

Rounding out last Thursday’s meet-
ing was the presentation of several
resolutions and proclamations.
Among those honored with resolu-
tions from the governing body was
Nancy Kipping, one of eight winners
of a “Chocolate Lover’s Bake-off”
competition sponsored in January by
NJN Public Television. Her recipe
was entitled “LaGrande Park Ice
Skating Rink Cookies.”

Additional resolutions were given
honoring the Scotch Plains Fanwood
Scholarship Foundation, Inc. on its 35th
anniversary and in tribute to the late Dr.
Ronald J. Krowicki, who died February
24 at age 71. Dr. Krowicki founded the
Suburban Professional Dental Group in
Fanwood 43 years ago.

Another resolution was presented
to seven members of the Fanwood
Volunteer Fire Department and the
Fanwood Volunteer Rescue Squad,
who successfully revived veteran
firefighter Jack Ruh after he suffered
a heart attack last December 17. In
addition, a resolution was issued
designating March as Women’s His-
tory Month in Fanwood.

Finally, proclamations were read
recognizing Brian P. O’Neil of Boy
Scout Troop No. 33 on having attained
the rank of Eagle Scout, the highest
award offered by the Boy Scouts of
America, and confirming Saturday,
April 21, as Clean Communities Day.

Fanwood Council Okays Creation
Of Sign Committee, Skate Park
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FAA Hosts Hearing
For Redesign of Air Space

focus and priorities should be,” said
Mr. Sammartino. These three design
alternatives are only in the concep-
tual stage at this point, according to
Mr. Sammartino, and no definitive
air traffic routes have been formu-
lated.

He added that new technologies in
airspace traffic control as well as
engine design will certainly factor
into reducing noise over residential
neighborhoods. And, he said, “the
FAA will incorporate noise mitiga-
tion into the redesign process where-
ever feasible.”

However, according to the New
Jersey Coalition’s Executive Direc-
tor, Pamela Barsam-Brown of Scotch
Plains, “These scoping hearings are
aimed at promoting the FAA’s four-
corners plan, which will alleviate de-
lays and increase capacity, but will
do nothing to mitigate noise over
New Jersey neighborhoods.”

Rosemary Millet of Westfield, a
member of the Union County Air
Traffic and Noise Advisory Board,
who was at the scoping hearing,
agreed with Ms. Barsam-Brown’s as-
sessment, that the FAA’s chief con-

Torn Curtain Productions Plans
Passion Play, Almon’s Pardon

SCOTCH PLAINS — This Eas-
ter, Torn Curtain Productions will
present the Passion Play, Almon’s
Pardon.

Almon’s Pardon will be offered on
Friday and Saturday, April 6 and 7; and
Thursday and Good Friday, April 12
and 13. All performances are at 7:30
p.m. and free of charge, with the doors
opening at 7 p.m. at Evangel Church,
1251 Terrill Road, Scotch Plains.

The story concerns a zealot named
Almon from Jerusalem whose life
intersects that of Jesus Christ around
the end of Christ’s ministry. Over the
course of the week leading up to
Christ’s death and resurrection,
Almon and Pontius Pilate, the Ro-
man governor of Judea reflect upon
the ministry of Christ and how it has

impacted their life.
As events play out, the audience

sees Almon and Pilate become en-
tangled directly with Christ’s story
and swept along by events too large
for either to control. Eventually,
Almon realizes that the control he
attempts to exert over his life and the
events around him is illusory.

Almon’s Pardon presents the story
through the mixture of drama and
music.

The production is being headed up
by Torn Curtain’s co-directors; Bob
Olsen, music director and David
Shirk, creative director.

For more information, please call
(908) 322-9300 or visit Evangel
Church’s Web site at
www.evangelchurch.com.

Township Council to Introduce
Budget With Four Point Tax Hike

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — With lo-
cal government appropriations ris-
ing 3.6 percent in 2001, taxpayers
in Scotch Plains are looking at a
four-point increase in municipal
property taxes, which — combined
with the proposed 27 point (about
$316) increase in local school tax
and the 5 to 6 point ($58 to $69)
boost in Union County taxes, as
projected by Scotch Plains offi-
cials, – translates into a total in-
crease of about $425 for the aver-
age homeowner this year.

The Township Council will in-
troduce this year’s $17.6 million
budget at its meeting next Tuesday,
March 27, with a public hearing
and final vote likely to be held on
Tuesday, April 24.

At Tuesday night’s agenda meet-
ing, all five council members ap-
peared to be united behind the four
point tax increase, with several ex-
pressing the notion that anything
higher would be unfair in light of
the larger increases being put forth
by the county and the board of
education.

This year’s four point tax in-
crease to finance the local govern-
ment, which is equivalent to $46.70
for the average assessed home of
$117,000, comes a year after the
council unanimously approved a
zero tax increase.

The council will back the use of
a portion of the township’s $2.7
million surplus to offset an even
higher tax increase this year. This

year’s local expenditures would have
been about $225,000 higher if the
State Legislature had not passed the
Pension Cost Stabilization Act, which
calls for the reduction of 2001 mu-
nicipal contributions to the State
Police & Firemen’s Retirement Sys-
tem.

Scotch Plains Township Manager
Thomas E. Atkins told The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood that the
legislation’s enactment “certainly
helped” keep expenditures lower, but
added that he doubted the Legisla-
ture and Acting Governor Donald T.
DiFrancesco will be able to act on
other potentially cost-saving mea-
sures in time to affect this year’s
municipal budget.

In other business, the council will
introduce an ordinance next week
that would prohibit parking during
significant snowfalls on Kevin Road
between Aberdeen Road and Terrill
Road in front of Coles Elementary
School.

Another ordinance will be intro-
duced that would allow for the instal-
lation of a stop sign at the intersec-
tion of Scotchwood Glen and High-
lander Drive. Both ordinances had
been recommended by the Township
Police Department.

Separately, Councilwoman
Paulette F. Coronato is proposing an
informational roundtable discussion
involving members of the township’s
Planning Board and Zoning Board of
Adjustment. She said such a discus-
sion, which she hoped would be tele-
vised on TV-34, would help local
residents better understand roles these

two bodies play and how they
make their decisions.

Her proposal was offered in light
of a discussion at a council meet-
ing last month as well as a recent
editorial in The Times that raised
the idea that these two boards
were not being evenhanded in their
decision-making.

Mayor Martin L. Marks encour-
aged Mrs. Coronato to go forward
with her idea for the program.

Mr. Atkins also informed the
council that Allison Halperin, for-
merly Recreation Program Coor-
dinator in Westfield, had joined
the Township Recreation Depart-
ment, replacing Laura Swidersky,
who retired earlier this year.

Ms. Halperin worked in
Westfield for six months; prior to
that, she was Director of Recre-
ation for three years at the Eagle
Ridge Property Owners Associa-
tion, a large private community in
West Orange.

The council will meet on
Wednesday, March 28, to hear
the appeal of the denial of a li-
cense sought by a Burlington man
allowing him to operate a pet
store on Route 22. The applica-
tion of Charles M. Guthrie, owner
of Puppies Inc., was denied by
the Township Health Officer,
based on some two dozen viola-
tions.

Mr. Guthrie’s shop, on the
former site of Puppies Just 4 U,
had been operating through the
end of January under the license
of the former owner.

When asked why this planned devel-
opment for the Weldon site was
deemed appropriate, while the
townhouse development across the
street was deemed inappropriate, Mr.
Butler said that was because the
Donato property lay in a flood plane
and if developed would compromise
the storm water management of the
area, while the Weldon site was not
situated in that flood plane.

He also pointed out that the redevel-
opment proposal for the Weldon prop-
erty was not suggesting that residential
zoning was appropriate for the area.

Some of the next phases in the pro-
cess, suggested by the proposal, might
include environmental, storm water
management, utility and traffic stud-
ies as well as formulating municipal
and regional goals.

Mr. Bzik pointed out how important
it would be for inter-jurisdictional co-
ordination regarding flood control
measures in the surrounding areas. He
stated that flood control analysis
should be a shared and coordinated
undertaking amongst the abutting
municipalities and counties.

Mr. Speeney suggested that as a plan
of action, the board would meet with Ms.
Kimble and the Borough’s Engineering
Consultant, Paul Ferriero, in order to
devise initial steps and coordinate future
meetings. No future meeting dates were
given at this time. The board said that
they would continue their efforts to reach
out to the other, neighboring communi-
ties to participate in the process.

of senior housing or assisted living.
A “planned development” differs from

conventional zoning in that it would
allow more of a mixed-use variety of
development possibilities and varying
degrees of density. Planned develop-
ment zoning anticipates that the various
uses are integrated as a unit under a
comprehensive plan for the entire tract,
as opposed to conventionally zoned ar-
eas restricted in their permitted uses.

The report noted that the site has
excellent regional accessibility being
located between Route 22 and Inter-
state 78 and is well suited to office
development. The report also cited
that within the next two years exten-
sive improvements are proposed to
facilitate access to Route 78 from Dia-
mond Hill Road.

The DOT’s bridge proposal for Park
Avenue and Bonnie Burn Road was also
mentioned as possibly having an impact
on traffic patterns to and from the site.

Types of permitted uses in a PD-1
could include maximum hotel or of-
fice building heights of 140 feet and
allow for buildings of 10 to 14 stories,
depending on the height of each story.
Ms. Kimble pointed out that 200 acres
was roughly the equivalent of three
million square feet of floor space,
with a variance requirement of 12,000
parking spaces for an area of that size.

Weldon Quarry was recently an ob-
jector to a multi-unit, townhouse de-
velopment proposal off of New Provi-
dence Road in Scotch Plains on a tract
of land known as the Donato property.


