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Ernie Powell Receives
Oakes Citizenship Award

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — In presenting the
annual Rebecca Oakes Good Citizen-
ship Award at the Bethel Baptist
Church on Sunday, guest speaker Milt
Campbell, an Olympic decathlon
champion, reflected on the qualities
which make people winners in life, as
well as in their chosen profession.

This year’s honoree, Ernest “Ernie”
Powell, is a Scotch Plains resident and
member of the church. He received a
check from Mr. Campbell in recogni-
tion of his longtime contributions to
the community.

A member of the Westfield Y’s
Men’s Club for half a century, he is the
group’s senior member. While per-
haps best known for its annual Christ-
mas tree sale fundraiser to benefit
local organizations, the club is also
involved in various other activities
throughout the year.

He has also long been active with
Bethel Baptist, having co-chaired its
100th anniversary celebration, and last
month received the church’s Black
History Award. Over the years, the
United States Navy veteran has also
been a Sunday School teacher at the
church, as well as serving 12 years
each as a Superintendent and Trustee
there.

During his address, Mr. Campbell,
who grew up in Plainfield, related the
traditional football rivalries with
Westfield. But he pointed out that he
was not always recognized as a top
athlete. During his elementary years,
he recalled, he was near to the last to
be chosen for pick-up games.

Even worse, he had to face his broth-
ers – who usually were on the win-
ning side – daily at the dinner table.

Stressing that “everyone is born with
a gift,” he added that it is up to each
individual to take advantage of it. He

pointed out the relationship between
mind and body, noting that, “you must
believe in yourself” to achieve.

Mr. Campbell mentioned the
achievements of one-time Westfield
resident Paul Robeson, a distinguished
athlete, singer and actor who was also
a college graduate and fluent linguist
who could speak 20 languages.

“Not only did he speak 20 lan-
guages, but he had to think in 20
languages,” said Mr. Campbell of
Robeson.

“Don’t ever believe it when people
tell you something can’t be done, be-
cause if you believe that, it won’t,” Mr.
Campbell urged his audience, adding,
“Whenever someone told me that, it
just motivated me even more.”

A philosophy that apparently
worked. After winning the decathlon
in 1956, Mr. Campbell earned the title
as “The World’s Greatest Athlete.”

Mr. Powell, a mail carrier in the
Westfield and Scotch Plains area for
38 years before his retirement, re-
ceived the National YMCA
Volunteerism Award in Chicago last
September. In addition, he was hon-
ored by the YMCA in 1986 with its
Golden Man of the Year Award.

Continuing to demonstrate the hu-
manitarian qualities he has shown
throughout his life, Mr. Powell has
decided to donate his monetary award
to the Jerseyland Community Center
in Scotch Plains.

The Rebecca Oakes Good Citizen-
ship Award is presented each year to a
member of the Bethel Baptist Church
in recognition of outstanding
volunteerism and community service.

It was established in 1982 by Warren
Victor, who funds the cash award, in
memory of his family’s housekeeper,
who had been active in outreach pro-
grams with the church beginning in
1929. She died in 1982 at age 70.

Jersey Needs Strong Clean Air Program
That Goes After Auto, Truck Emissions

Editor’s Note: The author of the fol-
lowing letter, Travis Madsen, is a Clean
Air Associate with the New Jersey Pub-
lic Interest Research Group (NJPIRG).

*  *  *  *  *
The recent Supreme Court decision

upholding the right of the EPA to set air
quality standards based solely on health
concerns was a victory for the people of
New Jersey. It validated the EPA’s 1997
decision to set an eight-hour standard for
smog which recognizes the adverse ef-
fects of long-term exposure and better
protects public health.

Nearly every community of New Jer-
sey has a long way to go reach these new
air quality goals. While violations of the
old one-hour standard have been declin-
ing over the years, we have made little
progress with respect to the new eight-
hour standard since 1994. Smog is still
sending people to the hospital with res-
piratory distress and reducing the lung

function of every single person through-
out the summer.

New Jersey needs to take a more ag-
gressive course in curbing smog levels.
Cars and trucks emit large amounts of
the toxic chemicals which form smog,
accounting for well over a third of these
emissions across the state. By requiring
car manufacturers to sell their cleanest
models within the state, as New York
does, New Jersey could take a signifi-
cant step toward cleaning the air.

Acting Governor Donald T.
DiFrancesco should instruct the DEP to
adopt the same clean car program that
New York has. He has a golden opportu-
nity to fulfill the promise of this Su-
preme Court decision and protect our
health for decades to come.

Travis Madsen
NJPIRG Citizen Lobby

Trenton

Union County Commission Pays Tribute
To 14 ‘Women of Excellence’ at Annual Affair

By MARLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — Fourteen of Union
County’s most distinguished women
were honored as “Women of Excel-
lence” by the Union County Com-
mission on the Status of Women last
week.

The Ninth Annual Women of Ex-
cellence Awards Dinner, held last
Friday at The Westwood in Garwood,
was attended by nearly 400 people.
The recognition dinner is tradition-
ally held in March, which is Women’s
History Month.

Among the recipients — all cho-
sen for their accomplishments and
achievements — were several women
from Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood and Mountainside.

Westfield resident Pamela
Zardecki Boright was honored for
her contributions to arts and humani-
ties. A teacher for over 33 years, Mrs.
Boright’s focus has been the bring-
ing of a variety of arts and cultural
opportunities to children and resi-
dents of Union County.

Dr. Ingrid C. Brown-Manns of
Scotch Plains was chosen for her
contributions to medicine. As the
Newark Community Health Center’s
Director of Pediatrics, Dr. Brown-
Manns has been described as an ad-
vocate for children and an inspira-
tion to young women.

Mary Ann Foster of Westfield was
honored for volunteerism. Ms. Fos-

ter is an active volunteer at CON-
TACT We Care, the only 24-hour
crisis hotline in New Jersey, where
she takes calls and facilitates support
groups for chil-
dren. She also
once owned The
Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood.

Sister Percylee
Hart, Principal of
Union Catholic
High School in
Scotch Plains for
more than 20
years, received
recognition for her
work in education.
Sister Percylee
guided her school
into the millen-
nium, while meet-
ing the spiritual
and educational
needs of a student
body of 700 pu-
pils and a faculty
and staff of 70.

Scotch Plains
resident Ellen Rae
Ramer was hon-
ored for entrepre-
neurship.

Once a part-
time stock clerk at
Martin Jewelers in
Cranford, Ms.
Ramer now owns

the business. She is a certified
Gemologist Appraiser.

Freeholder Mary P. Ruotolo of
Westfield was recognized for her

achievements in government, includ-
ing helping to establish the Union
County Child Advocate’s Office.

She serves as Liaison to the Divi-
sion of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs, where she helps plan distribu-
tion of HEART (History, Education,
Arts — Reaching Thousands) Grant
moneys, which benefit artists, musi-
cians and historians throughout
Union County.

Recognition for work in commu-
nity service was given to Westfield
resident Mary Ryan. Mrs. Ryan vol-
unteers for a number of activities at
the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield. She cares for
foster babies through Catholic Chari-
ties, and is a host parent for Healing
the Children.

Detective Bridget Lawrence of
Mountainside was honored for her
work in law enforcement. Employed
for the past six years in the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office, she has
headed the Insurance Fraud Squad in
the Special Prosecutions Unit.

Other county women receiving
awards were: Rose M. Bussiculo of

Clark, for business; Summit resident
Susan F. Chase, for her work as a
Woman’s Advocate; M. Elizabeth
Genievich of Linden, for her work in

county government, where she serves
as Board of Chosen Freeholders
Clerk; Councilwoman Patricia
Perkins-Auguste of Elizabeth, for
excellence in government; Florence
Peterson of Plainfield, for commu-
nity service, and Plainfield City
Councilwoman Elizabeth A.
Urquhart, for excellence in govern-
ment.

“The efforts of women often go
unnoticed,” said Carolyn Vollaro of
Cranford, Commission Chairwoman.
“We are happy to honor these
women.”

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholds established the Union
County Commission on the Status of
Women in 1976.

The commission studies and ad-
dresses the needs and issues critical
to the quality of life of Union County
women. In addition to the annual
Women of Excellence Awards Din-
ner, the commission advises the
Board of Chosen Freeholders on is-
sues concerning women, and acts as
a liaison between the freeholders
and the community.

Letters to the Editor

Courtesy of Walter Boright
WOMEN OF EXCELLENCE...Women of Excellence award winners, pictured left to right, are:
Freeholder Mary Ruotolo, Mary Ann Foster, Mary Ryan, Pamela Boright, Sister Percylee Hart, Dr.
Ingrid C. Brown-Manns and Ellen Rae Ramer.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
INSPIRATIONAL MESSAGE...Milt Campbell, 1956 Olympic decathlon cham-
pion, not only delivered an inspirational message but also delivered grins to the
faces of Warren Victor, left, and Pastor Kevin Clark, center.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
OAKES AWARD RECIPIENT...This year’s Rebecca Oakes Good Citizenship
Award was presented to Ernest Powell of Scotch Plains. Pictured, left to right,
are: Oakes Award founder Warren Victor, Olympic decathlon champion Milt
Campbell, Pastor Kevin Clark and Mr. Powell.


