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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

WITH KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORT

Take the Stage

Kerrianne Spellman Cort for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HEART AND SOUL...Shayne Miller, left, and Rick Flynn give it all they’ve
got in Godpell at the First Congregational Church in Westfield.
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WESTFIELD — The Rainbow
Experience is the joint venture of
two local churches, The First Con-
gregational Church UCC of
Westfield and The United Church
of Christ Congregational,
Plainfield.

This multi-racial and multi-cul-
tural youth organization celebrates
community, worship and the magic
of youth. The program presents a
fully staged play each year. Last
season’s offering was Joseph and
the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat, and, currently, they
are presenting Godspell.

This well-known and beloved
musical is based on The Gospel
according to St. Matthew. Unlike
the dark and often angry Jesus
Christ Superstar, Godspell is a joy-
ous musical celebration about the
life and teachings of Jesus Christ.

Conceived by John-Michael
Tebelak with music and lyrics by
Stephen Schwartz, Godspell has
had several successful runs in New
York (including a recent highly
acclaimed revival) and the film
version (starring Victor Garber)
did well at the box office.

Originally written specifically for
a cast of 10, all professional pro-
ductions of Godspell (including
the film) have followed this rule. I
don’t often agree with produc-
tions that choose to expand on the
show and add an unnecessary
ensemble, but the creative team at
The Rainbow Experience handled
this very well.

Other companies have added
extra bodies to fill in the space, but
if the performers are not utilized
properly, their presence on the
stage is jarring. However, Director
Patti Murtha made sure that every
person involved with this current
production had something spe-
cific to contribute.

The 27-member cast was a bit
limited by the space, (the produc-
tion is staged inside the church)
but all in all, this version of Godspell
is a beautiful celebration.

It seems rude to write a review
about a church production that
involves the blood, sweat and tears
of teenagers, but since this show
was so well done, I’m going to do
it anyway.

Expertly musically directed by
Albert E. Ganter (who was sup-

ported by an exceptional band)
the terrific score by Schwartz is
presented beautifully by this cast
of energetic and endearing per-
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WESTFIELD – Approximately
400 third graders from the Westfield
school district learned a lesson last
Thursday afternoon at Tamaques
Elementary School that a curricu-
lum could never anticipate – the
glorious blend of the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO) and
the UMOJA Dance Company.

The WSO and UMOJA treated
the band of students to Darius
Milhand’s “Creation of the World,”
as part of their Caravan program
which brings the beauty of classi-
cal music to the schools in Westfield
and portions of the county. The
Westfield Public Schools Fine Arts
Department and the Westfield
Coalition made the program pos-
sible through generous grants.

While speaking to the students
which convened in a horseshoe
shape behind orange cones on the
gymnasium floor, Music Director
and Conductor of the WSO David
Wroe demonstrated his versatility
as a musician and leader in the arts
community.

“Use your ears to hear the jazzy
rhythms of the band,” Maestro
Wroe told the wide-eyed troupe of
pupils, “and use your imagina-
tions to picture in your mind’s eye
the creation of the world told by
the narrator and the dancers.”

Maestro received a hearty
chuckle from the students, teach-
ers and onlookers when he gave a
little “twist” to demonstrate the
spirit of dance as an art form.

Maestro built up the students’
anticipation as he introduced the
narrator, who greeted the children
in brilliant royal purple garb and a
lilting voice that sang every word
of the program’s tale.

The story of the creation of the
world, as told through the narra-
tor, was wonderfully mirrored by
the WSO. Although this was not a
formal concert, the ensemble per-
formed every note was precision
more adult audiences have come
to expect from the resident or-
chestra of Union County.

The pomp and circumstance in
Milhand’s program was balanced
by the fairytale creation of animals
and man, preserving the innocence
of time. Whether or not the stu-
dents truly grasped the concept of
the story through narration was
not as clear as how they obviously
relished the music provided by the

WSO.
It’s not everyday that students

can absorb the awe and excel-
lence which come from such a
musical collaboration as the WSO.

When about half a dozen of the
UMOJA dancers appeared before
the pupils in tribal dance garb of
yellows, greens, blue, pink and
light green, their eyes popped open
further in wonder.

The dancers taught the students
that the body can be used as an
instrument for the arts as much as
the flutes, cellos and violins of an
orchestra. Graceful and expres-
sive, the UMOJA dancers kept stu-
dents’ faces ablaze with joy frozen
in time.

The essence of the creation story
was clearly Disney-esque and, with
all of its fantasia, meant to cater to
children. While it does not fit in
with more traditional, or shall I
say, Biblical depictions of the cre-
ation of the world which are not
allowed to be taught in public
schools, it is my hope that the tale
is taken as a piece of fiction with-
out overshadowing the truth and
beauty offered by the dancers and
the WSO.

On Wednesday, April 4, the WSO
will travel to the Union County
Arts Center in Rahway to offer a
concert to underprivileged stu-
dents from a neighboring city.
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And Adam and Eve thought that shiny red apple was bad news.
They never consumed a side of beef from Britain. Well, Eden was
long ago and England is a long ride across the pond – and the mad
cow scare is here to stay. Already, 86 lives have been lost in Britain
and the disease, known as CJD, has spread to Canada.

Staggering, forgetfulness, an inability to control one’s move-
ments, and inevitable fatality are all results of eating infected meat.
How does it become tainted? It all depends on how the cattle has
been fed. Some of the remains of  the infected cattle are fed to
healthy cattle. And it doesn’t stop at the cows, folks.

The same feed is given
to other animals. Better
yet, the Food & Drug
Administration okays
the inclusion of infected
cow blood into cattle
feed. Since the United
States government does not
consider the scare an emer-
gency, it might take 18 months to 2
years to change this rule.

A cow doesn’t necessarily have to look sick in order to be struck
with the disease. He or she could look like your average Cosmic
Cow or Bessie the Cow and have the sickness.

So, let me ask you...are you tempted to partake in a juicy t-bone,
no matter what the physical damnation? You won’t see me fisting
forkfuls of steak in my mouth anytime soon. Ever since reports
spread about mad cow, travelers have been forced to have their
shoes sterilized and their persons examined to assay any fear that
the disease could come to the states.

Well, I don’t care about the naysayers who don’t believe that
some of those tainted t-bones are here already. The thought of
suffering for the sake of some sirloin is of no interest to me.
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The story of Candice Bergen is
not rags to riches. It’s monetary
riches to riches of the soul. She
was born and bred in the 90210
zip code, which conjures up im-
ages of Rodeo Drive, legions of
limousines, and Crystal cham-
pagne that flows as freely as tap
water.

The daughter of veteran ven-
triloquist Edgar Bergen, young
Candice could name Judy
Garland’s children and Gregory
Peck’s offspring as childhood
chums. She was also born with
great beauty that inspired a teen-
age modeling career.

Soon, the blonde Bergen
caught the heart of French film
director Louis Malle, all the while
she was catching the eyes of
Hollywood’s hottest leading men.

Malle and Bergen collaborated
on the birth of a beloved daugh-
ter, Chloe. Malle died in 1995 of
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NEWARK — The incredible and
unique voice of Jessye Norman was
heard this past weekend in Pruden-
tial Hall at the New Jersey Perform-
ing Arts Center (NJPAC) in Newark.
Miss Norman was accompanied by
Mark Markham on piano.

Possessing not only a truly note-
worthy voice, but powerful stage
presence, Miss Norman commanded

no less than four stage calls at the
conclusion of the performance,
which was a great testament to the
successful concert which she had
just offered the audience. Her sheer

presence is inescapable.
Miss Norman performed a dra-

matic repertoire of German and
French art songs including
Beethoven’s Sechs Lieder von Gellert,
five art songs of Shubert; Der
Musensohn, An die Natur, Auf dem
See, Die Liebe hat gelogen, and
Gretchen am Spinnrade.

French repertoire included
Sheherazade by Maurice Ravel and

three songs of Francis Poulenc; Voy-
age a Paris, Montparnasse, La
Grenouillere, and Les Chemins de
l’Amour.

Her voice has size and power,
which is at the seat of her vocal
power, lays in wait, at her beck and
call. While Miss Norman had no
need to shake the foundations, es-
pecially for such intimate art songs,
she highlighted a highly lyrical and
controlled voice.

Her phrasing is so perfect, that
one could hardly imagine such words
being sung more perfectly and she
sings with the passion that could
only come from one who truly be-
lieves.

For example, one of the most
moving and powerful songs of the
performance, and one of the only
songs performed in double forte
almost throughout, came when Miss
Norman offered Beethoven’s hymn-
like Die Ehre Gotte aus der Natur
(The Glory of God in Nature): “The
heavens extol the glory of God,
Their noise propagates His Name.
The earth extols, the seas praise
Him, Hearken, O Man, to their Godly
word! Who supports the heavens
countless stars? Who leads the sun
from it’s tabernacle? It gleams and
laughs on us from afar, And like a
hero, shows the way. God is my
song! The God of might He is; Ex-
alted is His name, great are His
works, and all the heavens are His
sphere.”

Her sheer joy of singing is clearly
evident in her performance. Her
facial and body gestures are clear
and communicative, genuinely rep-
resenting the mood of the moment.

Her command of Lieder (art songs)
is impressive, but Miss Norman in
fact, sings a varied selection of large
operatic repertoire which includes
Berlioz, Meyerbeer, Stravinsky,
Poulenc, Schoenberg, Janacek,
Barktok, Rameau, Wagner and Rich-
ard Strauss.

She has sung at the grandest opera
houses of the world including The
Royal Opera House Covent Garden,
La Scala, Vienna State Opera,
Deutsche Oper Berlin, Salzburg Mu-
sic Festival, Chicago’s Lyric Opera
and at numerous appearances at the
Metropolitan Opera.

In 1997, Miss Norman was in-
vested with the United States’ high-
est award in the performing arts, the
Kennedy Center Honor.

Her recordings are extensive and
include the definitive, Grammy
Award-winning recordings of Rich-
ard Wagner’s Lohengrin and Die
Walküre along with a definitive re-
cording of Wagner’s Liebestod from
Tristan und Isolde recorded with
Herbert von Karajan and the Vienna
Philharmonic Orchestra.

Miss Norman is also a master of
other vocal styles.

Last year, she released her first
critically acclaimed CD in jazz style,
“I Was Born In Love With You”
featuring the music of Michael
LeGrand on piano, bassist Ron Carter
and percussionist Grady Tate.

Her accompanist, pianist Mark
Markham, who provided clear and
polished support, is also a frequent
performer on many of the great
stages of the world.

He has been featured as a soloist
and in chamber ensembles in per-
formances from Carnegie Hall to the
Salzburg Music Festival. Currently
on tour with Miss Norman, Markham
is also giving solo performances
throughout the rest of North America,
Europe and Asia.

Concert selection this season has
been outstanding at NJPAC.  Another
great female opera vocalist, Frederica
von Stade will perform on Sunday,
April 1, at NJPAC at 3 p.m.
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WESTFIELD – The Friends of
the Westfield Memorial Library
will offer a day-long outing, in-
cluding a theater excursion and
luncheon in New York City on
Wednesday, April 25.

The bus will depart from the
library at 10:15 a.m. and return at
approximately 6 p.m.

Seats have been secured for
Stephen Sondheim’s musical, Fol-
lies. The production’s cast includes
Blythe Danner, Gregory Harrison,
Judy Ivey, Treat Williams, Polly
Bergen and Marge Champion.

Prior to the production, a three-
course luncheon at District, a
new restaurant in the city, will
be offered.

For full information and to re-
serve tickets, please call Phyllis
O’Brien at (908) 232-1172.

McDonald’s Corporation has
started a ripple effect of caution
in the United States, requiring
meatpackers to ensure that their
cattle has been fed in accor-
dance with federal restrictions.
The makers of the Big Mac and
those tasty fries has issued an
April 1 deadline for meatpackers
to get their act together, as it has
been reported that feed makers
have not complied with such
regulations in the past.

In the meantime, it is an un-
comfortable game of “hide and
watch” that consumers must
play before biting into a burger
or throwing a side of ribs on the
barbecue. The brain-destroy-
ing disease that is sending
oodles of cattle to be inciner-
ated is a worldwide tragedy
that cannot be translated into a
tantalizing temptation here in
the states.

And despite USDA and FDA
opinion, we are not immune.
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Awards at 3 p.m.
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Fri. Mar. 30 7-9 p.m.
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