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WESTFIELD — Westfield resi-
dents and attendees at the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra’s (WSO) an-
nual gala, “Swingin’ on Star” on
Saturday, March 3, purchased raffle
tickets and auction items to raise
funds for the WSO.

All proceeds from the gala will be
used to bring notable soloists to the
symphony’s concert season and fund
community outreach with the WSO
Caravan program. The gala also
served as the venue to formally
recognize the Westfield Foundation’s
continued support of the WSO over
the past 16 years.

During the gala, guests danced to
the swing tunes of Benny Goodman,
Glenn Miller and Artie Shaw per-
formed by the Michael Mark Band.
The gala took place at the Short Hills
Hilton ballroom and included a gour-
met dinner, cocktails, and a silent as
well as live auction featuring the
humor of Jon Bramnick, who is one
of Central New Jersey’s definitive
auctioneers for notable charitable
causes.

“The Westfield Symphony Orches-
tra thanks all individuals, businesses

and corporations who supported
our annual fundraiser,” said Stephen
Barcan, President of the Board of
Directors for the WSO.

“We depend on the support from
the community to bring the best
music home to Westfield and to
provide educational programs for

area youth,” added Mr.
Barcan.

Among many of the
local merchants who
supported our gala,
Stuart’s Audio and Af-
filiated Travel Interna-
tional, jointed raised
$10,000 in donations.
Stuart’s Audio provided
the WSO with two pro-
jection televisions and
two stereo systems.

Affiliated Travel Inter-
national provided two
round-trip airline tick-
ets on Continental Air-
lines to anywhere in the
U.S. 48 mainland states.

“It’s events like these
that provide my com-
pany with the opportu-
nity to give back to the
community,” said Stuart
Snowden, owner of
Stuart’s Audio. “This is
our second year partici-
pating in the gala and to
date we have raised al-
most $20,000 for the
Westfield Symphony Or-
chestra.”

“Affiliated Travel In-
ternational is a travel
agency that knows the

importance of giving back to the
community,” said George Kraemer,
president and owner of Affiliated
Travel International. “We look for-
ward to fundraising opportunities
like the gala to provide future
cultural experiences for the youth
of Westfield.”

The WSO received corporate sup-
port for the 2001 gala from the
following corporations: Coldwell
Banker Residential Brokerage,
Fortis, Inc., Merck & Co., Inc.,
PaineWebber, Parsons Brinckerhoff,
and Wilentz, Goldman and Spitzer,
PA. The WSO also received under-
writing support from local promo-
tion agency, Aberson, Narotsky and
White.

For more information about the
WSO and its 18th season, please
visit www.westfieldnj.com/wso or
e-mail wso@westfieldnj.com.

CELEBRATE!…Westfield Symphony Orches-
tra President Steve Barcan, left, and board
member Germaine Trabert, Vice-Chair of
the New Jersey State Council on the Arts,
were among the attendees at the Westfield
Symphony’s “Gala 2001” held at The Hilton
at Short Hills earlier this month.
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WESTFIELD — What is a plain
young woman with few prospects in
Victorian New York to do when swept
off her feet by the most dashing and
handsome bachelor in town?

Grab the brass ring and run with it,
you might think. Not, however, if her
cold and domineering father believes
that this charming gentleman is only
smitten with her sizable inheritance.

Admonished by her aunts to secure
this perfect specimen of a man, but
threatened to be cut off by her father
if she goes through with the wedding,
this kind and simple young lady is
forced to make a most painful deci-
sion.

This is the tale of The Heiress, a play
adapted by Ruth Goetz and Augustus
Goetz, based on “Washington Square,”
a novel by Henry James.

James, of course, penned such clas-
sics as “The Turn of the Screw” and
“The Portrait of a Lady” and his novels
are still studied today in Universities
across the land. The unparalleled work
of James has found its way into many
films and plays, proving again that one
of the best ways to find quality writing
is to rediscover the classics.

A production of The Heiress opened
on Broadway in 1995, earning several
Tony Awards including best actress
(Cherry Jones) and best revival of a
play. It is the sad and often infuriating
tale of Catherine Sloper, a plain, but
likable young woman, and the inter-
nal struggle that ultimately brings her
out of her shell. Her father has never
forgiven her for the death of his wife
and does not disguise his disappoint-
ment in her. Understandably, sweet,
simple Catherine has learned to live
quietly in the shadows, seen, but
barely heard.

Westfield Community Players (WCP)
is currently staging this thought-pro-
voking classic and the production, all
in all, is quite good.

Directed by John Correll, a longtime
member of WCP, the play is a first class
slice of Victorian life, handsomely
supported by a remarkable set de-
signed by Linda Correll and con-
structed by Bill McMeekan. The cos-
tumes by Nancy Welch are also excep-
tional and the cast, for the most part,
is very good.

As Catherine Sloper, Gillian Murray
is wonderful. This fine actress gives a
skilled and understated performance
as the shy heroine and she sensibly
covers all facets of the complicated
character. Ms. Murray glides grace-
fully from a wallflower to a tower of
strength, all the while staying true to
the text and remaining totally in char-
acter. There is no “acting” going on
here.

Ms. Murray simply becomes
Catherine. This is an intelligent and
honest performance and I look for-
ward to seeing more of this lady’s
work in the future.

As Dr. Austin Sloper, Catherine’s
father, Jon Heron is also terrific. This is
a difficult role to play, as Dr. Sloper is
not such a likable man, but Mr. Heron
keeps him human and real. You learn
to accept the man, flaws and all, and
while you may not always agree with
his tactics, you do understand his
motives.

Mr. Heron was also wonderful in
WCP’s production of The Last Night of
Ballyhoo, and he is clearly an asset to
any production.

As Morris Townsend, the man who
tries to steal more than Catherine’s
heart, John Correll, Jr. is right on the
mark. The handsome John Jr. sweeps
the audience off its feet as well, and

you find yourself hoping that he is not
truly a monster. How could such a
warm and charming man be such a
calculating swindler? Mr. Correll, Jr. is
a fine actor who keeps you guessing.
Is he as bad as they say he is? Or
should we believe Catherine, who
only sees the good in the man? This is
a focused and fine tuned performance.
(And I loved that Les Miz hair.)

Dorcey Winant is great as Lavinia
Penniman, a concerned aunt of
Catherine’s. Ms. Winant is a skilled
actress and every moment that she
spends on stage is one of integrity. She
is a lovely performer to watch and this
is an admirable performance.

The supporting cast is quite good
for the most part, particularly Marianne
Cullinan and Mary Kate Cullinan who
both have some great moments on the
stage. Erica Marie Abreu, JennaLee
Gallicchio and Dan Perlee round out
the cast nicely, and all have a fine
moment or two.

The only negative thing I would like
to say is that in cases like this where
this a long break between perfor-
mances, it is imperative to have a
quick “read through” or some kind of
connection exercise prior to the first
show of the weekend.

There were a few “deer in the
headlights” moments and some trip-
ping over dialogue, and all of this is
only because the actors were reac-
quainting themselves with their roles
after having time off. Some of the play
could have been a bit smoother and
I’m sure that it was the “first night
back” scenario. In a longer run, I’m
sure that these fine actors would truly
shine at every performance.

The Heiress will continue at WCP on
Friday and Saturday, March 23 and 24.
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WESTFIELD – Jazz saxophonist
Kenny Garrett and his quartet will
perform at The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield on Saturday, March 31,
at 7:30 p.m. The concert will ben-
efit Interfaith Council for the Home-
less of Union County (IFC).

Advance tickets are available at
$35 for premium seating and $30
for general seating. All tickets will
be sold at the door on the evening
of the performance at a cost of
$35. A $100 ticket is also available,
including premium seating and
admission to a post-concert recep-

tion with Mr. Garrett.
Mr. Garret is one of the jazz

world’s most eclectic players.
Known for his improvisations, he
has been a sideman for such jazz
figures as Miles Davis, Art Blakely,
Freddie Hubbard, and Woody
Shaw. He has also released several
solo albums, including
“Songbook,” which earned him a
Grammy nomination.

To order tickets for the concert,
please call IFC at (908) 753-4001,
extension no. 10 or visit
www.interfaith-council.org.

CONTINUED FROM PG 24

Candice BergenCandice BergenCandice BergenCandice BergenCandice Bergen
lymphoma. Three years later,
Bergen married long-time friend
and businessman Marshall Rose.

Her most memorable portrayal
has been the feisty, bloodhound
of a journalist and firecracker
Murphy Brown on CBS. In her
title role, Bergen battled the opin-
ion of Dan Quayle when she took
on single parenthood as a new
role on her sitcom. That’s right.
Her sitcom, because Brown – I
mean, Bergen – owned the Mon-
day night television audience for
seasons.

When she portrayed a kinder,
gentler Murphy facing her own
mortality, Bergen used dignity
and grace while depicting a single
mother and powerhouse profes-
sional staring down breast can-
cer. Five Emmy Awards and one
Golden Globe Award are all to
her credit. She thanked former
Vice-President Quayle in 1992
after receiving one of the Emmys.

Unbeknownst to most, Bergen
is a practicing photojournalist,
talk show host, writer, and co-
medienne at heart. She has
turned down contributing as a
journalist for CBS’ “60 Minutes”
in order to pursue other projects
– which always proved success-
ful.

The little fair-haired girl who
used to feel inferior to her father’s
wooden dummy, Charley
McCarthy, is a combination of
brains, beauty, success, and sur-
vival. Now, that’s more than
Charley could ever do. Knock on
wood.

CONTINUED FROM PG 24

GodspellGodspellGodspellGodspellGodspell
formers.

The book uses parables from The
Gospel to tell its story, but was writ-
ten somewhat loosely so that compa-
nies could add their own spin to the
tale. This is completely acceptable
and rather important, as the jokes
and ditties from the original 1970’s
version are not so topical anymore.

Using contemporary lingo, the
tale of Jesus is still told effectively,
but can be more understandable to
its current audience. This produc-
tion made references to Mary
Catherine Gallagher (Molly
Shannon’s character from “Satur-
day Night Live”), the film Titanic,
and the “Whassup” guys, among
others. It was hysterically funny
and very well done.

Not at all taking away from the
true meaning of the story, The
Rainbow Experience kept this ver-
sion fresh and cutting edge.

As Jesus, Shayne Austin Miller is
breathtaking and easily one of the
best actors I have ever seen play
this role. (And I’ve seen a lot!) This
fine actor is kind, gentle and ethe-
real in his portrayal, but also ex-
pertly handles the rage and frustra-
tion that comes when things start to
go wrong.

Mr. Miller has a glorious voice
and sings the sometimes difficult
music with polish and ease. A true
leader, this was a perfect casting
choice. You can easily understand
why the troupe would choose to
follow this man.

As John the Baptist/Judas, Nick
Duchensky is also a delight, cover-
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WESTFIELD – The South Moun-
tain Chorale, Essex County’s newest
musical ensemble, will present “Love
Is A Many-Splendored Thing,” a pro-
gram of sacred and secular choral
music of the great masters on Sun-
day, March 25, at 4 p.m. in The
Catholic Church of the Holy Trinity
in Westfield.

There is no admission charge for
the concert and the public is cor-
dially invited to attend.

The first part of the program, com-
prised of sacred music, will include
pieces about God’s love, a Bach motet,
a Bruckner work and a chorus from the
opera Cavalleria Rusticana.

The remainder of the program
will focus on secular or carnal love.
Inspired by the words of Browning,

“How do I love thee…,” human love
will be portrayed in madrigals sug-
gesting love in bloom. A “patter
song” from an Offenbach opera,
“Danny Boy” and “Te Deum” of John
Rutter will also be performed to
represent eternal love.

The Chorale, founded last Sep-
tember by F. Allen Artz, Director of
Music at Our Lady of Sorrows Church
in South Orange, is made up of 20
singers who perform multi-part har-
monies, mostly a cappella. Brief ac-
companiment will be furnished by
Louise Andrews of Westfield at the
piano. Mr. Artz, who also conducts,
will accompany two pieces on the
organ.

For more information, please call
(973) 763-5454, Extension No. 234.

Tomorrow, Friday March 23, the
Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra un-
der Mariss Jansons will perform
the Sibelius Symphony No.2 at 8
p.m.

For tickets, please call 1-800-AL-
LEGRO.
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HELLO, YELLOW BRICK ROAD…Students from Edison Intermediate
School in Westfield rehearse for their production of The Wizard of Oz.
Pictured, left to right, are: Taylor Mulvee, Tommy Del Duca, and Jeff
Hogan. Performances are scheduled for Thursday, March 22, at 4 p.m.
for elementary students only, and Friday and Saturday, March 23 and 24,
at 7:30 p.m.
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CRANFORD – The Theater
Project of Union County College
will present Storytime for their
children and their families and
friends on Friday, April 6, at 7 p.m.

Storytime will be held at Union
County College, 1033 Springfield
Avenue in Cranford.

The program will include favor-

ite children’s stories. Located in
the Roy Smith Theater on the
college’s Cranford campus, the
event is open to the public and
admission is free.

For more information on the
event and other trips and projects,
please call (908) 659-5189 or visit
www.ucc.edu.

MUSICAL ODYSSEY…The Continentals, an evangelical group of young
people communicating the message of Jesus Christ, will perform at
Scotch Plains Baptist Church on Thursday, April 5, at 7 p.m. The service
is open to the public. For more information, please call (908) 322-5487
or visit www.scotchplainsbaptistchurch.org.

ing all the bases of his complex
character. Witty and charming, Mr.
Duchensky shines, (especially in
his duet with Jesus, “All for the
Best”.) This is a great performance.

The entire cast is terrific but a few
performers really stood out, par-
t icularly Rick Flynn, Lott ie
Richardson, (Whoopie Goldberg,
look out!), Angela Sytko, Celine
Mogielnicki and Tenin Baba
Ndanani. But again, all performers
were a joy.

I applaud the direction and several
things were quite effective, including
a gorgeous rendition of “Day by Day”
that utilized sign language. Also, to-
wards the end of the musical, troupe
members placed gifts, bits of clothing
and personal mementos up on the
crucifix, as if a part of them would be
dying along with their leader. This
was very touching.

If you did not catch this heart-
warming musical this past weekend
in Westfield, be sure to catch it in
Plainfield on Saturday and Sunday,
March 24 and 25.

POSTER CONTEST WINNER…The Saint Barnabas Burn Foundation re-
cently honored Kyle Mihansky, a fifth grader at Brunner Elementary
School in Scotch Plains, as the Union County winner in its 13th Annual
Burn Awareness Poster Contest. During an awards luncheon at Saint
Barnabas Medical Center in Livingston, Dan DeTrolio, Commissioner of
Public Education, New Jersey Division of Fire Safety, presented Kyle with
a $50 U.S. Savings Bond.
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WESTFIELD – The First Congre-
gational Church of Westfield, located
at 125 Elmer Street, will continue its
Mid-Day Musicales series of free, half-
hour concerts on Wednesday, March
28, at noon, with a program by the
Kaiser Quintet.

The woodwind quintet, which con-
sists of flutist Laura George, oboist
Gary Hamme, clarinetist William
Shadel, French horn player Janet Lanz,
and bassoonist Wendy Large, will per-
form works by Ronald Roseman and
August Klughardt.

The Kaiser Quintet has performed
in hundreds of settings in the greater

New York area. Founded by Ms.
George, the ensemble has brought
woodwind music to a variety of audi-
ences, including performances at
Carnegie Recital Hall, Columbia Uni-
versity, Fordham University and the
Harlem School of the Arts.

Following the concert, a soup and
sandwich luncheon will be available
in the church social hall for $4.50.

Funding for these concerts has been
made possible in part by the New Jersey
State Council on the Arts, Department of
State, through a grant administered by
the Union County Division of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs.

ON STAGE...Joe Heron joins Mary Kate Cullinan in The Heiress at WCP.


