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Council Wrestling With Projected
5 Cent Hike In Municipal Tax Rate

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Westfielders will pay an average
of $90 over last year for this year’s
projected $25.78 million town bud-
get. The 2001 spending plan repre-
sents a $1.39 million hike over last
year.

Although officials are still work-
ing on the final numbers, the pro-
jected budget will be supported by
local property taxes amounting to
$13.62 million, an increase shy of $1
million over the 2000 budget.

Town Administrator Thomas B.
Shannon explained that the tax levy
represents a hike of five cents per
$100 of assessed valuation in the
municipal tax rate, or $90 a year for
the owner of a home assessed at
$180,000, the average assessment in
town. Property taxes are based on

assessed, not market value.
Among the increases this year are

a nearly quarter of a million dollar
hike in the town’s payment to the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority;
a $113,000 jump in employee health
insurance costs, and a $95,600 in-
crease in utility bills caused by ma-
jor increases in gasoline and diesel
fuel and natural gas costs.

Liability insurance costs are up
$50,000, with the Westfield Memo-
rial Library allocation up $46,000
from last year, to $1.2 million.

The budget includes $95,000 to
handle an increase in parking man-
agement staffing and $40,000 in ad-
ditional Public Works staffing for the
town’s new field maintenance pro-
gram. Salary and wages across the
board are up $809,000.

In addition, the town will incur a

$92,000 expenditure as part of
Westfield’s new Length of Service
Awards Program. The deferred pay-
ment program is aimed at retaining
existing rescue squad members while
also strengthening the town’s recruit-
ment efforts for squad volunteers.

Mr. Shannon informed council
members that legislation in Trenton
could yield the town significant sav-
ings in police and fire pensions. He
said projections are that Westfield
could see a savings of $500,000, the
equivalent of three tax points. With-
out a reduction in the Police and Fire
Retirement system, the town’s man-
dated payment this year will be
$720,000.

During budget discussions last
Saturday, Mr. Shannon said his pri-
ority this year is to shift the $600,000
the town had been paying in out-
standing bonded debt for construc-
tion of the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary in the 1980s over towards pay-
ing off some $3.5 million in un-
funded debt the town currently has.
The library bond was retired in 2000.

First Ward Councilman Peter
Echausse asked Mr. Shannon to con-
sider whether it would make better
financial sense to leave the $600,000
on the revenue side of the budget
and, instead, issue bonds on the un-
funded outstanding debt.

As it stands now, the $600,000 has
been shifted to pay off outstanding
debt, increasing that line item to
$910,000 this year. The town allo-
cated $310,000 to pay off deferred
charges in last year’s budget.

“Being in debt is not a bad thing, as
long as you use it intelligently,” the
councilman explained.

He reasoned that shifting the
$600,000 over to the revenue side of
the budget would enable the council
to be more aggressive in reducing its
reliance on revenue from the sale of
town assets. Mr. Echausse suggested
the town drop usage of this revenue
source by either 50 percent this year,
amounting to $282,000, or perhaps a
tax point, equaling $180,000.

Fourth Ward Councilman
Lawrence A. Goldman said bonding
unfunded debt would only shift the
burden of paying these charges off to

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
SHALL WE DANCE?…Michelle Garced, professional dance instructor, leads the very popular Social Dance and Swing
class for beginners at the Westfield Adult School. Pictured above, Elaine and Mitch Meyer of Cranford glide across the
dance floor during class.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader
EVERYONE LOVES A VACATION DAY…Seventh graders from Westfield weren’t cutting class last Tuesday. They
were enjoying themselves on East Broad Street on one of their days off from school. Shopping, chatting and grabbing a
slice of pizza were part of that day’s curriculum.

Local Teen
Still Missing

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Authorities were continuing to
seek information this week on
the whereabouts of a 16-year-old
Westfield girl who has been miss-
ing since February 16.

Lieutenant John M. Parizeau
said yesterday that Westfield po-
lice believe the girl, Connie
Santonasto, a student at Westfield
High School, is a runaway and
may be with a companion. He
added that “no foul play” is sus-
pected at this point in the inves-
tigation.

According to the lieutenant,
the teenager was dropped off
by her father in front of the
high school a little after 7 a.m.
When he returned at 2:30 p.m.
to pick her up, she could not be
found.

Attendance records indicate
she did not attend classes that
day, Lieutenant Parizeau said.
He could not confirm published
reports that the student had con-
tacted a neighbor on the day of
her disappearance with a mes-
sage for her parents that she was
not coming home.

The girl is described as white,
5 feet and 6 inches tall, weighing
170 pounds and with dark brown
hair that was tied back. She was
last seen wearing a black shirt,
blue denim skirt and a black
jacket.

Lieutenant Parizeau said
Westfield police sent out a state-
wide broadcast to other New Jer-
sey police departments about
Miss Santonasto, and that her
name has been entered into the
National Crime Information Cen-
ter as a missing juvenile.

The investigation is being
handled by the Westfield Police
Department’s Juvenile Bureau.
Anyone with information about
the case is asked to call (908)
789-4000.

Four Candidates File Petitions
For April 17 School Board Election

By MELISSA BETKOWSKI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Westfield Board of Education Presi-
dent Darielle Walsh announced at Tues-
day night’s special meeting that there
will be four candidates on the ballot for
the three open seats on the board in the
April 17 school board election.

The four candidates are Lisa Alter,
Virginia (Ginny) Leiz, Marcee
Rogers and Richard Solomon.

Ms. Alter, a lawyer, and her hus-
band, Dr. Joel Confino, have been
residents of Westfield for nearly 15
years. They have two daughters,
Arielle, currently in eighth grade at
Roosevelt Intermediate School, and
Jordana, in fifth grade at Franklin
Elementary School.

Mrs. Leiz and her husband have
also lived in Westfield for nearly 15
years. They have two children, Mat-
thew, 17, and Christine, 15, both
enrolled at Westfield High School
(WHS). Mrs. Leiz is currently fin-
ishing out a two-year term as trea-
surer of the WHS Parent Teacher-Stu-

dent Organization. Previously, she served
as recording secretary of the same orga-
nization. Mrs. Leiz lives in the Jefferson
Elementary School district.

Mrs. Rogers and her husband, Tim,
moved to Westfield in 1999. They
have a son, Patrick, currently en-
rolled at The Christopher Academy,
and a daughter, Emma, 1. Patrick
will enter kindergarten at Jefferson
School in September. Mrs. Rogers, a
stay-at-home-mom, was formerly a
development writer for a music

school in Murray Hill.
Mr. Solomon, and his wife, Amy

Seid,  reside in the Franklin School
area. They have two sons, Josh and
David, in kindergarten and third grade,
respectively. Mr. Solomon, employed
by CBS Television, is also a member
of the TV-36 Advisory Board.

The three open seats are those being
vacated by Budget and Finance Com-
mittee Chairman Michael J. Kessler,
Long Range Planning Committee Chair-
woman Eileen Satkin and Mrs. Walsh.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Westfield BOE Discusses Tax Rate
During Special Meeting on Tuesday

By MELISSA BETKOWSKI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

On Tuesday night, the Westfield
Board of Education held a special
meeting to discuss the projected
2001-2002 school budget, which
currently stands at $60,050,992. The
spending plan would be supported
by a tax levy of approximately $51
million, to be voted on by residents
in April.

The top priority of the meeting
was to determine the tax rate for this
year’s tentative school budget, Board
President Darielle Walsh said.

Since 1996, the district has made
enormous strides, while maintaining
modest tax increases, according to
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Will-
iam J. Foley.

In 2000, Dr. Foley noted, the
district’s cost per pupil was $8,302,
with the state average being $8,527.
In 2001, the district is also below the
state average, at $8,322, with the
state average being $8,809.

At the meeting, the board discussed
items to put in the base budget, ques-
tion No. 1 on the ballot, which under
state mandates must be no more than
3 percent greater than the previous
year’s budget, and which items to put
on a potential second question to be
put before the voters on the Tuesday,
April 17 School Board election bal-
lot. The base budget currently stands
at $56,875,808.

With a second question, Dr. Foley
explained, the public can say “yes”
or “no” to items outside the 3 percent

budget cap. That question currently
stands at $1,283,067.

A preliminary number presented
by the Budget and Finance Commit-
tee for the tax rate increase was 17
cents on $100 of assessed value. This
is an increase of approximately 6.25
percent. The 17 cents in the tax rate
includes 6 cents, amounting to
$1,662,597, which has already been
approved by the voters through their
support of the bond referendum in
December.

Seventeen cents, according to Mrs.
Walsh, is as high as the district can
go.

According to Michael Kessler,
Chairman of the Budget and Finance
Committee, the committee did look
at a tax increase of 15 cents, but felt
that it would cut too deeply into the
educational programs offered by the
district.

Board member William Wallace
said a 17-cent increase would equate
to an increase of roughly $295 annu-
ally on the average home in Westfield.

Board member Anne Riegel noted
that it is important for the board to
keep in mind the idea of what com-
prises a good education.

In terms of possible cuts in budget
areas, Board Vice President Arlene
Gardner raised the question of possi-
bly cutting the elementary school
foreign language program from the
second grade.

Dr. Foley noted that many of the
decisions that have to be made re-
garding the budget cuts are value

judgments, and that there are no easy
answers.

Allocated in the second question
items is nearly $12,000 for graphing
calculators for the middle schools.
Long Range Planning Committee
Chairwoman Eileen Satkin asked

DWC Designates
New Interim Director;
Top Choice Bows Out

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The top candidate chosen by the
Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC) to fill the position left vacant
by former Executive Director
Michael LaPlace’s resignation in
October, Tony Longo, has declined
the offer due to an illness in his
family.

Doug Schwarz, Chairman of the
Board of Directors for the DWC,
confirmed that Mr. Longo, of Las
Vegas, declined the position approxi-
mately two weeks ago, due to his
father having had a stroke.

The board subsequently held a
meeting to discuss its options for
filling the position and decided on
hiring one of their own
as an interim Execu-
tive Director.

Westfield resident
and Director of Hu-
man Resources for
Prudential, Sherry
Cronin, also a DWC
board member since
1999, will fill the po-
sition of DWC Execu-
tive Director for the
next 12 months.

“Ms. Cronin has all of the skills
and experience that the DWC needs
to carry out our goals and plans,” Mr.
Schwarz said. “We will see how the
next 12 months go, before making
any further decisions on a permanent
replacement. We are keeping all of
our options open,” he added.

Ms. Cronin is expected to begin
filling that position on Monday, April
2, Mr. Schwarz reported. The board
will then have to find a replacement
for her seat as a resident board mem-
ber.

“Ms. Cronin is very excited about
assuming the role and has a vested
interest in promoting Westfield,” said
DWC Administrator Meg Mehorter.

When reached for comment yes-
terday morning by The Westfield
Leader, Ms. Cronin stated that, “Even
though the position may be interim,
I intend on devoting myself 100 per-
cent to the tasks required and am
very enthused about being able to
give back to Westfield.”

“Over the 15 years I’ve been with
Prudential, I have held numerous
positions, which will allow me to
apply a wide variety of skills to my
new position,” Ms. Cronin remarked.

The DWC is the management en-

tity for the downtown special im-
provement district, (SID), which is
chartered by the Town Council and
funded by a special tax assessment
on properties in that district. It is
responsible for promoting the down-
town as a viable business district and
engages in the recruitment of busi-
nesses, among other responsibilities.

In a related matter, the Board of
Directors for the DWC has made a
decision to resume handling its own
promotions internally, instead of
continuing to contract with the
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce for that task.

The downtown SID includes 435
commercial establishments through-
out the district, encompassing

1,252,000 square
feet of retail, resi-
dential, office and
storage space.

For the past sev-
eral years, the
DWC has con-
tracted with the
Chamber to
handle all of the
downtown promo-
tions, for a fee of

$21,000, Mr. Schwarz confirmed.
Promotions handled by the Chamber
included marketing the downtown as
a viable business district to major
corporations, as well as marketing
real estate availability for small busi-
nesses and residential properties in
the SID.

Mr. Schwarz said that the decision
by the DWC board to resume han-
dling its own promotions has been
under consideration for many
months. The DWC used to handle its
own promotions several years ago,
prior to contracting with the Cham-
ber, according to Mr. Schwarz.

“The board of the DWC periodi-
cally re-assesses our plans and goals,”
said Mr. Schwarz. “This decision
was a part of that re-assessment pro-
cess made after our Director, Michael
LaPlace, resigned, and not an indica-
tion of any disagreement or problem
between the two agencies.”

The DWC will most likely reas-
sess all of its goals and reformulate a
strategic plan once Ms. Cronin be-
gins her position, Mr. Schwarz added.

“We were in the process of com-
pleting the downtown streetscape
plan, when Mr. LaPlace left. We
need an Executive Director to get us

“Ms. Cronin is very ex-
cited about assuming the
role and has a vested in-
terest in promoting
Westfield.”

-- DWC Administrator
Meg Mehorter.
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Municipal
Tax Hike

the future and “gives a holiday to the
taxpayers in 2001,” while saying that
“you’ve got to pay for it in the future.”

The administrator told council mem-
bers that the town must begin to reduce
its reliance on the sale of municipal as-
sets revenue as a means of offsetting
property taxes.

That account consists of funds gener-
ated mostly through the sale of town-
owned land. The fund peaked in 1995
and 1996, with the sale of assets totaling
$2 million. The fund, which hit $5.8
million three years ago, is now down to
$4.3 million.

The administrator has proposed using
$425,000 of that money in 2001. A total
of $570,000 was drained from the ac-
count in both 1999 and 2000. To make up
for this reduction on the revenue side of
the budget, Mr. Shannon said the pro-
posed spending plan utilizes $850,000 in
interest income, a $100,000 increase over
what was included in last year’s budget.
The town made $930,000 on funds it
invested in 2000.

The administrator also plugged in $2.4
million of the town’s existing $3.9 mil-
lion surplus into the 2001 spending plan.
State aid is up $91,000, to $4.9 million.

Other revenue sources include
$700,000 in parking meter fees and park-
ing permits, $320,000 in fines and costs
issued by the Municipal Court and
$615,000 in construction fees and per-
mits.

First Ward Councilman Carl A.
Salisbury told The Westfield Leader he
remains troubled by the fact that while
the town’s surplus continues to grow, so
does municipal spending and property
taxes.

“I’m still not convinced that it is abso-
lutely necessary,” he added.

The councilman said more time needs
to be devoted to a discussion of munici-
pal staffing; a decision on the level of
surplus to be used annually in budgets
and the amount the town anticipates as a
fund balance or surplus from the previ-
ous year’s budget.

Steven Krakauer for The Westfield Leader
HE’LL BE BACK AGAIN SOMEDAY…Ali Krakauer, 3, from Westfield knows her colorful and clever snowman will
come back next winter for a visit. Even the warmer weather won’t make her forget her chilly friend. After all, she put
a lot of work into giving him buttons, hair, mittens, scarf and hat while building him last Saturday. And, she didn’t forget
the carrot for his nose.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 20
••••• A Coleman Place resident reported

that someone entered her motor vehicle
while it was parked outside her home
and stole a cellular telephone.

••••• A resident of Harrow Road reported
that an unknown person defaced the
canvas top of his motor vehicle with
graffiti and another scribbled line.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21
••••• An inspection sticker was reported

stolen from the supply desk of the New
Jersey Division of Motor Vehicles In-
spection Station on South Avenue.

••••• It was reported that someone used
an unknown object to scratch the wind-
shield of a car in a driveway in the 1200
block of Rahway Avenue.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22
••••• Police reported that someone at-

tempted to gain entry to a home on
Frazee Court by unlocking the front
storm door with a bobby pin, which was
recovered at the scene. Access to the
residence was not gained, authorities
said.

••••• An apartment on South Avenue,
West, was damaged, reportedly by former

tenants. A stove and refrigerator were
taken from the premises; handles, knobs
and locks were removed from kitchen
cabinets, and holes were punched in the
walls, police said.

••••• The manager of a local bank re-
ported that an unidentified female cashed
a stolen check against an account which
had been closed out. No one had been
charged in connection with the incident
at press time.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 26
••••• A resident of South River reported

that his vehicle was entered while parked
outside an Elm Street supermarket and a
backpack was taken.

••••• A Downer Street resident reported
the theft of a bicycle valued at $600 from
South Avenue, West.

••••• The theft of a set of master keys to
Beadleston School on Lamberts Mill
Road was reported to police.

••••• A motor vehicle was burglarized in
the 200 block of Ross Place and a Nokia
Model 810 cellular telephone, valued at
approximately $250, was removed. En-
try was gained through a locked door,
police said.

OWEN BRAND

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local (908) 789-2730
            Toll Free (888) 489-9680
                         Pager (908) 535-8244
                                      obrand@ivymortgage.com

Licenced Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing lender
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PAT HOYNES-O’CONNOR RUNS UNOPPOSED FOR FANWOOD SEAT

Four Candidates Seek Two
Scotch Plains Seats on BOE

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- Scotch
Plains resident Lance Porter is the
lone incumbent on the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion seeking reelection on Tues-
day, April 17.

Other candidates vying for the two
open Scotch Plains seats are Coles
Avenue resident Joanne Guarnuccio,
Graymill Road resident Craig Nowlin
and Westfield Avenue resident Peter
C. Tripet.

Pat Hoynes-O’Connor of Helen
Street is running unopposed for the
open Fanwood seat, which will be
vacated this May by borough resi-
dent Richard Meade. Mr. Meade is
completing his second three-year
term on the board, having first been
appointed in 1994 to fill an unex-
pired term.

Elected to the board alongside Mr.
Porter in 1998, current member Jean
McAllister of Scotch Plains did not
seek reelection to a second term.

Aside from Mr. Porter, this is all
four candidates’ first campaign for
board election.

Mr. Porter, a 31-year resident of
Scotch Plains, is himself a graduate
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS). He and his wife,
Sharynn, have two children. They
attend Evergreen Elementary School
and Park Middle School.

The candidate has said he is eager
to give back to a school system of
which he is a graduate to ensure the
“experiences of our children are the
very best they can be.”

Mrs. Guarnuccio has lived in
Scotch Plains for a year and a half.
She and her husband, Keith, have
two children, a son three years old
and a daughter 16 months. Their son
attends Willow Grove Pre-School.

A teacher by profession, Mrs.
Guarnuccio said she has the time and
ability to be a board member.

“I bring a perspective that a school
board doesn’t always have. I can
offer insight into the classroom that
can be valuable,” she explained. “I
want to effect some change and do
some good in the community.”

Mr.  Nowlin is a 10-year resident
of Scotch Plains. He and his wife,
Joanne, have one son who is in first
grade at McGinn School.

Mr. Nowlin closely followed the
activities of the board over the past
year and served on the citizens’ coa-

lition to support the bond referen-
dum which passed last December.
His involvement in board activities
and the Parent Teacher Association
(PTA) led him to become more and
more interested in the issues and
decisions that shape school policy.

“The issues are endless: from bud-
gets to curriculum, from quantity of
homework to new construction and
renovation,” said Mr. Nowlin. “I de-
cided that I could play a bigger role
in determining the outcome of these
issues by being on the board rather
than in the audience.”

Mr. Tripet has lived in Scotch Plains
his whole life, and attended School
One, Evergreen, Park and SPFHS.
He believes he could work with the
current board.

“I want to give back to the commu-
nity. I love Scotch Plains,” the candi-
date said.

Ms. Hoynes-O’Connor has lived
in Fanwood since 1985. She and her
husband, Mike, have three children
who attend Coles Elementary and
Terrill Middle School in grades three,
six and eight.

“I am running for the school board
because I believe in public schools and
think they are only as good as the effort
the community puts into managing
them,” said Ms. Hoynes-O’Connor.

“Eight years of service as the Coles
PTA liaison to the board gives me a
deep familiarity with board opera-
tion. Combined with my service and
leadership on several district com-
mittees and as SP-F Parent Repre-
sentative to the Garden State Coali-
tion of Schools, I feel I have the
experience and knowledge to do a
good job on the board,” she added.

The school board election will take
place Tuesday, April 17.

SP Mayor, Council Defend
Planning, Zoning Boards
Against Recent Criticism

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- Mayor
Martin L. Marks and other members of
the Scotch Plains Township Council
defended the local Planning Board and
Zoning Board of Adjustment against
criticism that recent decisions by the
two boards had reflected a bias against
those living on the north side of town.

Scotch Plains resident Harold
Brody, addressing the council at its
Tuesday night meeting, referred to
an editorial published last month in
The Times that had warned of “grow-
ing animosity” toward the two boards
“by residents who feel that the deci-
sions made by these boards have
adversely affected their neighbor-
hoods” and created a “north side-
south side” bias.

Mayor Marks and Councilman
Frank P. Rossi both vigorously de-
fended the work of the Planning
Board and Board of Adjustment,
whose members, the Mayor pointed
out, reside on both sides of town. Mr.
Marks told Mr. Brody, who lives on
the north side of town, that he dis-
agreed with the view that the two
boards have approved more applica-
tions for construction and other de-
velopments on the north side of town
while leaving the south side less de-
veloped and relatively more rural.

The Times’ editorial had stated that
“many residents have said they feel
betrayed by the boards for what they
perceive is an indifference to their com-
munity concerns. The residents feel a
disparity exists in how these boards
make decisions that affect neighbor-
hoods, based on what they believe are
socio-economic and racial factors.”

Mr. Marks listed several develop-
ments on the south side of Scotch
Plains, including the Berwyck Chase
housing development and the
YMCA, and said that a case could
even be made that the south side of
town had been subjected to more
development than the north side.

Councilman Rossi, also defend-
ing the work of the two boards, lauded
the work of the volunteers who serve
on those bodies, saying they take
their responsibilities “very seriously.”
He said the boards need to better
educate the public about what they
do and how they go about their du-

ties, an idea seconded by Council-
woman Paulette Coronato, a former
member of the Planning Board and
Board of Adjustment.

In other business, Councilwoman
Sharynn Porter announced a new
senior citizens transportation pro-
gram in Scotch Plains. A township-
provided van will soon offer free
rides to township residents 55 years
of age and older to medical appoint-
ments in Scotch Plains, Fanwood
and Westfield. The program, which
was put together in conjunction with
the Senior Citizens Advisory Com-
mittee, will be accessible via a tele-
phone number that interested resi-
dents can call to make appointments.

The council also honored Laura
Swidersky on her retirement after
nearly 40 years of service to the town-
ship Recreation Department. Prior to
tributes from the five council mem-
bers, Township Manager Thomas E.
Atkins, Township Attorney Douglas
Hansen and Township Clerk Barbara
Riepe, Mrs. Swidersky was presented
by Union County Freeholder Louis
Mingo with a resolution approved by
the Freeholder Board saluting her four
decades of service.

Later in the meeting, the council
awarded a $146,599 contract to Post &
Lintel of Orange to install pedestrian
lighting in the downtown business dis-
trict, a move Mayor Marks said would
be “a major esthetical and functional
improvement” to the area. The council
also approved a resolution appointing
CEC Inc. of Kenilworth to undertake a
structural analysis of the historic Frazee
House located on the former Terry-
Lou Zoo property.

Councilwoman Coronato said the
study would enable the township to
conclude “how viable the Frazee House
is and if it’s salvagable or usable for
our purposes.” The Mayor added that
steps are being taken to evaluate the
environmental conditions on the zoo
property in anticipation of eventually
turning the area into a passive park.

At the start of the meeting, mem-
bers of Brownie Troop 337 led the
council in saluting the flag. Mayor
Marks also issued proclamations
designating this week as Montessori
Education Week in the township.
The council’s next meeting will be
held on Tuesday, March 13.

Douglas M. Fasciale
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

by the Supreme Court of New Jersey

Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas, LLP

Attorneys At Law - A Full Service Firm

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 Paterson Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. Euclid Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.

whether this item was entirely necessary,
and if students could instead be required
to purchase the calculators on their own.

Discussion was also had on the effec-
tiveness of the elementary school guid-
ance program, with that program being
one of those on the second question list.

Curriculum Committee Chairwoman
Annmarie Puleio noted that the elemen-
tary guidance counselors help the stu-
dents with school-related issues in a way
that other administrators can not.

Mrs. Puleio also voiced her opinion
that the elementary foreign language pro-
gram should be part of the district’s base
budget.

Additionally Mrs. Puleio addressed
some issues regarding technology within
the district, such as putting the district’s
computers on five-year leases which
should save the district money. She also
raised the question of possibly exploring
the concept of using student workers as
computer technicians in the high school.

A few members of the board addressed
the issue of there not being enough ath-
letic cuts in the overall budget.

One issue pertaining to athletic costs
is the budget allocation of $76,000 for
grounds maintenance, which also in-
cludes the purchase of a tractor and aera-
tor. Mrs. Gardner asked whether other
groups that use the district’s fields should
be required to partially fund this pur-
chase.

Board member Kimberly Rhodes
noted that the fundamental issue behind
the fields is one of safety for the athletes.

School board candidate Virginia
(Ginny) Leiz raised concerns over the
board not allocating funds for an addi-
tional guidance counselor or student as-
sistance counselor at Westfield High
School.

“This is a critical issue,” Mrs. Leiz
said.
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Redevelopment Project Proposed
At Corner of North and Central Aves.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — A local developer
has proposed a $6 million redevelop-
ment project at the major intersection of
Central and North Avenues.

The new building would replace an
existing building currently occupied by
the Tullio Hair Salon, according to devel-
oper Roy Pascal of Westfield.

Mr. Pascal told Town Coun-
cil members Tuesday that his
plan calls for construction of a
three-story building consisting
of retail on the ground level and
about 20, one-bedroom rental
apartments on the second and
third floors.

The most controversial part
of the project is a plan to extend
the new structure beyond where
the current building stands, so
that it crosses directly over
Lenox Avenue.

Mr. Pascal reasoned that a
downtown traffic circulation study con-
ducted by T&M Associates for the County
of Union proposed to close off the en-
trance of Lenox at the roadway’s inter-
section with Central Avenue. T&M has
been contracted by the town to conduct a
traffic study to evaluate the potential

impact of a parking deck at Elm and
Prospect Streets.

The developer plans to purchase the
existing building, tear it down, and re-
place it with the new structure. Mr. Pas-
cal said the bottom floor would attract a
major retailer; not a mom-and-pop or
pizzeria type establishment.

He reasoned that expanding retail over

Lenox would create additional foot retail
traffic from existing stores such as Will-
iams-Sonoma Inc. and Express.

The biggest concern among council
members was the impact the building
would have on an already serious park-
ing problem in the downtown. The town
has moved into the pre-design phase of
a multi-level parking facility on exist-
ing surface lots at Prospect and Elm
Streets.

While calling the building concept “a
great idea,” Fourth Ward Councilman
Lawrence A. Goldman warned that the
plan would only work if the town moves
ahead in creating additional parking ca-
pacity. Otherwise, he anticipated the new
building would only “exacerbate” the
parking problem.

Mr. Pascal said the apartments would
likely be rented by tenants working in
New York City. He said he doubted the
renters would have cars.

Third Ward Councilman Neil F.
Sullivan estimated that the new building
would need to accommodate 40 cars for

the retail establishment and up to 20 cars
for the apartments. In addition, closing
off Lenox Avenue, he reasoned, would
result in the loss of eight on-street park-
ing spaces.

Town Administrator Thomas B. Shan-
non commented, “I’m a big proponent of
downtown redevelopment. So I’m very
happy to see this proposal.”

Third Ward Councilwoman
Claire Lazarowitz cited the work
Mr. Pascal did in preserving his
home on Westfield Avenue a few
years ago.

“So we certainly know that he is
going to build something beauti-
ful,” she reasoned.

Mr. Pascal was asked to speak
before the Town Council again at
its next conference meeting on
Tuesday, March 13.

In other business, representatives
of the Brightwood Association ap-
proached the Town Council seek-
ing funding for a preliminary study

on how to solve the problem of the de-
creasing depth of Gregory’s Pond in
Brightwood Park.

John Crawford, President of the As-
sociation, explained that the pond is
only a foot deep at its northern most
end. He said this was caused over the
last five years by silk buildup in the
pond as a result of home construction
in the area for a number of years, along
with the re-graveling of neighborhood
streets.

Gregory’s Pond has served as a catch
basin for the town sewer system since
1937. The pond has been owned by the
Brightwood Association since 1949.

According to a report issued to council
by the Association, the “markedly de-
creased” depth of the pond over the past
five years has caused the waterway to
overflow in heavy rain storms. This
spillover has caused flooding on
Sunnyfield Drive and Brightwood Av-
enue.

The Association has asked the town to
split the cost of the study, which mem-
bers estimated would total $2,500.

Second Ward Councilman Matthew
P. Albano, who chairs the Council’s
Finance Committee, said he believes
that number will be significantly
higher.

Town Engineer Kenneth B. Marsh said
the cost will rise due to strict regulations
regarding the disposal of sediment pulled
from the pond for testing.

The pond was last dredged in 1966,
Mr. Marsh said.

back on track and bring the plan current,
which we believe Ms. Cronin will be
able to accomplish,” Mr. Schwarz com-
mented.

“The DWC is fully equipped to handle
its own promotions of the downtown and
eager to begin that task,” he added.

The Chamber of Commerce will con-
tinue to provide information to new busi-
nesses as part of its continuing activities,
said Chamber Executive Director Debbie
Schmidt. The Chamber also promotes
the downtown by organizing street fairs
and car shows.

Although the two organizations have
some similar goals, they have a different
coverage area, explained Ms. Schmidt.
The Chamber engages in some shared
services with Garwood’s Chamber and
is launching a Mountainside division,
while the DWC is exclusively focused
on the Westfield special improvement
district.

Mr. Schwarz added that the DWC and
the Chamber have different funding
sources as well.

“Both organizations have some over-
lapping goals and are important to the
vitality of the downtown,” Ms. Schmidt
said.
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