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WESTFIELD  – The Musical
Club of Westfield makes scholar-
ships available which aid college
students who are majoring in mu-
sic and indicate financial need.

Graduating high school seniors,
after a successful audition, are
given a grant which can be re-
newed by annual auditions.

The audition date is Saturday,
March 31. Applications are due by
Thursday, March 15. For more in-
formation, please call (908) 232-
7414.
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Set at Westfield ArmorySet at Westfield ArmorySet at Westfield ArmorySet at Westfield ArmorySet at Westfield Armory

WESTFIELD  – The 13th Annual
Spring Westfield Art/Craft Market,
will be held at the National Guard
Armory in Westfield, located at 500
Rahway Avenue on Friday, Saturday
and Sunday, March 9-11.

An array of fine art and contempo-
rary crafts will be featured, includ-
ing woodworking, pottery, gold and
silver jewelry, blown glass and more.

Show hours are Friday from 5-9
p.m., Saturday from 10 a.m. to 6
p.m., and Sunday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

A weekend pass is $6. Children
under 10 are admitted for free. Park-
ing is also free. Baby strollers are not
permitted.

The Arts
In Brief

POPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORN�

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By Michael S. Goldberger
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WESTFIELD  — Steve Crawford
of Mountainside, Alex Lehner of
Cranford, and Marge Priddy of
Middlesex were “sung-in” as new
singing members of the Westfield
Glee Club.

They will join in rehearsals for the
Spring Concerts to be performed on
Saturday, May 5, at 8 p.m. at
Roosevelt Intermediate School in
Westfield and Sunday, May 6, at 4
p.m. at the First Congregational
Church in Westfield.

Also welcomed as the accompa-
nist for the Spring Concerts was Linda
Eriksen of New Providence. Linda is
the Director of Music at Wyoming
Presbyterian Church in Millburn and
is the Accompanist for the Summit
Chorale.

Interested singers may come to
Monday night rehearsals at 8 p.m. at
The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield.

For more information, please call
Dale Juntilla, (908) 232-0673.
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FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-
morial Library has announced the
offerings for its Friday Film Festival
for March. The series is free and all
films start at 7:30 p.m. in the Fanwood
Room downstairs at the library.

The month will kick off tomorrow,
March 2, with Fargo (Rated R, 1996),
a multi-Oscar winner.

Raising Arizona (PG-13, 1987) is
planned for March 9.

On March 16, the library will
present Angela’s Ashes (Rate R,
1999).

Eight Men Out (Rated PG, 1988)
will be the featured film on March
23.

The month will wrap up March 30
with Double Indemnity (1944).

The movies will be shown on the
library’s large-screen television, and
snacks will be available. The series
is co-sponsored by the Friends of the
Fanwood Memorial Library and with
the cooperation of Palmer Video in
Scotch Plains. For more informa-
tion, please call the library at (908)
322-6400.

RAISING FUNDS…The Westfield Coalition for the Arts will sponsor a 50s/60s
Dance Fundraiser on Saturday, March 3, from 7:30 p.m. to midnight at the
Clark Veterans of Foreign Wars Hall, 6 Broadway, in Clark. Live music will be
provided by Satin and Gold, a combo led by Westfield Public Schools Supervisor
of Fine Arts Linda King. A light supper of submarine sandwiches and salads will
be served. Tickets are $20 per person and may be purchased in advance. For
more information, please call Coalition President Catherine Marchant at (908)
654-1540. The Westfield Coalition for the Arts is an advocacy group for arts in
the Westfield school district. The group funds student arts programs, awards
scholarships to graduating seniors who have excelled in the arts, and offers
personal development grants to fine arts teachers. Pictured, left to right, are:
front row, Satin and Gold band members Jimmy Kosty, Ms. King; back row,
Nick Rosolanko and Kevin Costello.
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SUMMIT  – The Summit Sym-
phony will present a concert on Sun-
day, March 11, at 3 p.m. at the Sum-
mit Middle School, located on the
corner of Morris and Summit Av-
enues.

The orchestra, which is under the
direction of James Sadewhite, will
continue the season’s concerts of na-
tional composers.

Pieces featured in this concert will
be “Petite Suite” by Claude Debussy,
“Espana” by Emmanuel Chabrier,
“Pelleas et Melisande” by Gabriel
Faure, “Ballet Suite” by Rameau and
“Prelude a L’Apres-Midi D’un
Faune” by Claude Debussy.

This concert is supported in part by
the Paulson Travel Agency of Sum-
mit. Admission is free.

Down to Earth
Doesn’t Quite Take Off

2 popcorns

I have a good friend who is average
in every way. He married the girl next
door, made certain to have 2.2 obedi-
ent children, and has savored career
satisfaction at the same job for over 30
years. Of course he is much older than
me. But the point is, on him mediocrity
looks good. He has found bliss in his
uncomplicated ordinariness. And so
there is something to be said about
simple aspirations and the lack of pre-
tense.

For one, there is nothing common-
place about his loyalty and friendship.
Unfortunately for funnyman Chris
Rock and everyone else concerned with
making Down to Earth, only to a much
lesser degree can these same virtues of
mundaneness work to a movie’s ad-
vantage. At best, directors Chris and
Paul Weitz’s low-achieving farce man-
ages a pleasant harmlessness.

Put it this way. If you saw it on a
plane, you wouldn’t squawk. It would
probably take your mind off of crash-
ing, at least for a while. And when your
loved ones greeted you at the terminal
and asked if you saw a movie and how
it was, you could answer, “Yeah, I saw
Down to Earth. Not bad, actually. Noth-
ing special...some good moments,
though. Chris Rock is always fun, but
the writing doesn’t really inspire one
of his better performances.”

At this point you want to impress
those who have greeted your arrival by
displaying the motion picture knowl-
edge you’ve gleaned from an in-flight
magazine article previewing the movie
in question. You note that Down to
Earth is actually the third coming of
Here Comes Mr. Jordan (1941), rein-
carnated first as Heaven Can Wait when
Warren Beatty and Buck Henry di-
rected it in 1979.

However by this time you’ve re-
minded your loved ones what a pedant
about film you can be. So in the hope
she can politely switch you to food
critic mode, Aunt Sadie asks, “Did
they serve a full meal, or just give you
nuts?”

You take the hint. But after you
inform that “An albeit ambitious chef
supplied whimsy but not wit to a dish
he christened ‘Balsamic Meat Loaf
Adventure at 31,000 Feet,’” they’d
just as soon you went back to discuss-
ing the film.

Hence Aunt Sadie, apparently the
gang’s designated hit-man, asks, “So
in the movie, this Chris Rock is Lance
Barton, a comedian who an angel kills
by mistake, right? And the bigwigs in

Heaven promise to make it up to
him....to send him back down to Earth
until it’s his time. Am I right so far?
See, I know my movies, too. Only the
problem now is that Chris Rock’s body
is gone, and they only have a rich old
white guy’s body to give him. So how’s
he gonna be a black comic in a white
body? Tell me that!”

Thinking the question is rhetorical,
nobody in the family welcoming com-
mittee answers. It throws off the former
Rockette’s timing for a second. But
Aunt Sadie recovers nicely and re-
sumes, “So where was I? Oh yeah, I
remember. And then the African-
American guy who’s in a white body
falls in love with Regina King, this
pretty black community activist woman
named Sontee who’s demonstrating
against the Brooklyn hospital the rich
white guy owns. Which gives you a
May-November, interracial love story
with a little class struggle thrown in
for good measure. Right, right? See I
know, I saw a show about it. But I’m
sorry. What do I really know? You go
ahead and finish now, Mr. Film Critic.
Was it funny? How many thumbs up?”

By now you are insulted. To think
you rushed home to this. You could
have stayed that extra week. Indeed,
you should have. If the ingrates want a
film critique, they’ll have to look else-
where.

And that’s where I come in, assum-
ing Aunt Sadie doesn’t mind. Actu-
ally, the old gal covered most of it.
And rather astutely at that. And to
answer her inquiry with a question,
you know those polite “heh, hehs” you
manage to emit when your friend who
can’t tell a joke to save his life insists
on struggling through the process any-
way?

Well, Down to Earth delivers a qual-
ity of laugh a little better than that. But
not much.

Occasionally funny, but only in a
convivial, non-challenging sort of
way, alas, in large part the problem is
in “Down To Earth’s” genealogy. A
third iteration of the original fantasy,
this edition handles the plot novelty
at its core with jaded matter-of-
factness. And although four writers
including Mr. Rock penned this latest
permutation, they certainly haven’t
been able to compound upon the cre-
ative efforts of the seven scribes cred-
ited with authoring the first two ver-
sions. One would think the heir appar-
ent to Richard Pryor’s throne would
be provided with a better star vehicle
for his talent.

Instead, what results is the inten-
tional dumbing down of a good idea for
profitable feeding to the masses. It’s
sad. Because it sells Chris Rock short.
And because it intentionally aspires to
mediocrity, a quality much more pref-
erable in a friend than a movie. At least
the friend can be counted on to pick you
up at the airport.

*  *  *  *  *
Down To Earth, rated PG-13, is a

Paramount Pictures and Vil lage
Roadshow Productions release directed
by Chris and Paul Weitz and stars
Chris Rock, Regina King and Chazz
Palminteri. Running time: 90 minutes.
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WESTFIELD – The roaring
sound audiences will hear on the
evening of Saturday, March 10,
will not be March coming in like a
lion, but rather the applause react-
ing to one “Rising Star” performer,
Ryu Goto and one composer for
the ages, Tchaikovsky.

Maestro David Wroe and the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO) will present the fourth con-
cert of its 2000-2001 season, Space
Odyssey, at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield at 8 p.m.

Marking his second appearance
with the WSO, violin prodigy Ryu
Goto, the teenaged brother of re-
nowned violinist Midori, will be
playing Bruch’s Violin Concerto.
Ryu appeared with the WSO in
1999 and was critically acclaimed.

The monumental Symphony No.
6, “Pathetique,” will also hold the
audience spellbound on March 10.
Known as the most dramatic of all
Tchaikovsky’s works, Pathetique
is also one of the most celebrated
symphonies in all Russian music.
The term pathetique denotes a type
of drama and theatrical music con-
cerned with the emotions, particu-
larly of suffering and sorrow. A
pencilled note by the composer
stated, “the ultimate essence of
the plan of the Symphony is life.”

Tchaikovsky wrote to his brother
Anatol in February 1893, “It is
hard for me to tear myself away
from it. I believe it is being born as
the best of my works.” By August
1893, he wrote to his publisher, “I
give you my word of honour that
never in my life have I been so
contented, so proud, so happy in
the knowledge that I have written
a good piece.”

Rounding out the evening will
be Scarmolin’s Symphony Breve.
Louis Scarmolin left a legacy of
symphonies and other orchestral
works that are now coming to the
attention of major orchestras
throughout the country.

A pre-concert lecture at 7 p.m.
will enable listeners to learn more
about the evening’s music.

Tickets may be purchased di-
rectly from WSO at (908) 232-

9400, the Union County Arts Cen-
ter Box Office at (732) 499-0441;

or at one of the following WSO
ticket outlets: Martin Jewelers in
Cranford, Beautiful Things in
Scotch Plains, Lancaster, Ltd. and
The Town Book Store in Westfield,
and Bayberry in Mountainside.

Ticket prices are $25 per adult,
$22 per senior citizen, and $15
per student.

The following restaurants are
offering a special 10 percent dis-
count for WSO concert ticket hold-
ers on a pre-concert 5-6 p.m. seat-
ing: Chez Catherine, Elm Street
Café, Galata’s, Kotobuki, and

Ryu Goto
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WESTFIELD  — On Sunday,
March 18, at 3 p.m. at the First
United Methodist Church in
Westfield, the Oratorio Singers and
orchestra, under the direction of
Trent Johnson, will present a varied
concert of choral works, along with
an appearance by the noted soprano
Phyllis Bryn-Julson.

The choir celebrates its 21st year
and presents the Te Deum laudmus
of Wolfgang Mozart, the Missa
Brevis of Zoltán Kodály, four songs
from Arr iettes Oubl iées by
Debussy, sung by Phyllis Bryn-
Julson, and a world premiere, The
Paschal Lamb, by Music Director,
Trent Johnson.

Mozart’s Te Deum laudamus is an
early work from the pen of the pre-
cocious composer. It is full of youth-
ful vigor and energy with songs of
praise and adoration. Kodály’s Missa
Brevis, written in 1944, is a 20th
century masterwork full of attrac-
tive harmonies and uses as its text
the Latin Mass.

Joining the Oratorio Singers will
be the noted soprano, Phyllis Bryn-
Julson. Ms. Bryn-Julson has become
known for her lustrous voice, per-
fect pitch, three octave range as
well as her collaboration with many
noted 20th century composers,
among them Boulez, Carter, George
Walker, Ligeti,  Messiaen and
Lutoslawski. She has sung with or-
chestras around the world, among
them the orchestras of Los Angeles,
Boston, Chicago, San Francisco,
New York, Berlin, Washington D.C.,

Amsterdam, Munich and
Stockholm.

Ms. Bryn-Julson will sing an or-
chestrated version of four songs from
Ariettes Oubliées of Claude
Debussy. This is the first perfor-
mance of these works in this orches-
trated version by Pulitzer-Prize win-
ning composer, Wayne Petersen.

Also on the program will be the
world premiere of The Paschal
Lamb, written by Music Director
and conductor Trent Johnson, com-
posed especially for Ms. Bryn-
Julson and the Oratorio Singers.

The work tells the story of Lent
from its pathos and suffering to the
triumph and exhilaration of the res-
urrection.

Mr. Johnson is a graduate of the
Peabody Institute and The Juilliard
School, and recently composed a
Trumpet Concerto, premiered last
spring with trumpeter Don
Batchelder. In addition, he has writ-
ten a Flute Sonata and works for
String Orchestra, piano, organ and
chorus.

General admission tickets for this
event may be purchased for $15,
with student/senior citizen tickets
at $10. They may be purchased at
Lancaster’s, Ltd. in Westfield or the
Scotch Plains Music Center.

For more information, please call
(908) 233-4211. This arts program
is made possible in part by a HEART
Grant (History, Education, Arts -
Reaching Thousands) from the
Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders.
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WESTFIELD  -- The First Congre-

gational Church of Westfield, located at
125 Elmer Street, will continue its se-
ries of Mid-Day Musicales for Lent
with a program by cellist Elizabeth
Kalfayan and Westfield pianist Lenore
Davis at noon on Wednesday, March 7.

These free, half-hour concerts are
followed by a soup and sandwich lun-
cheon, available for $4.50, in the
church’s social hall.

Ms. Kalfayan has performed exten-
sively throughout the New York metro-
politan area, appearing as principal cel-
list for numerous symphony orchestras
and chamber music groups. She cur-
rently plays with the New Jersey Pops
Orchestra.

Ms. Davis, who made her concerto
debut at age seven in New York’s Town
Hall, studied at the Juilliard School and
graduated from Indiana University with
the school’s highest performing awards.

Since the age of 17, she has appeared
as a soloist and chamber musician in
concert halls throughout the United
States and has toured Europe and Israel.
She is also the founder of the acclaimed
Arbor Chamber Music Society.

Funding for these concerts has been
made possible, in part, by the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts, De-
partment of State, through a grant ad-
ministered by the Union County Divi-
sion of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.

For further information, please con-
tact Dr. Barbara Thomson, Director of
Music at the First Congregational
Church, at (908) 233-2494.
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SCOTCH PLAINS — The Re-

solve Community Counseling Center, Inc.,
based in Scotch Plains, will join forces
with AVATAR Galleries (formerly the
Heisman Fine Arts Gallery, Inc.) to present
a benefit art show and auction on Friday,
March 9, at the All Saints’ Episcopal
Church, located at 559 Park Avenue in
Scotch Plains, beginning at 7 p.m.

Original oils, water colors, enamels,
etchings, lithographs, and other graphics
will be featured when the auction starts at
8 p.m., following a one-hour preview of
the art. The majority of the pieces will
have opening bids ranging from $60 to
$150.

A Collector’s Corner will also be part
of the event and may include works by
artists such as Delacroix, Neiman,
McKnight, Tarkay and Gorman.

The funds raised by this event will be
used for the general operating budget of
Resolve. The $10 admission price in-
cludes complimentary beverages and
hors d’oeuvres throughout the auction.

Tickets and information may be ob-
tained by calling Resolve at (908) 322-
9180. Tickets will be held at the door and
additional tickets may be purchased at
the door.

will be Musical Director. He holds
25 years of teaching experience in
Westfield.

All tickets are reserved seating at
$8 prior to the show. Tickets sold at
the door at $10. To reserve tickets,
please call (908) 789-4549 or con-
tact a cast member.
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was baked to perfection without
losing the subtle taste of the floun-
der and came arranged imagina-
tively over a mound of linguine.
The sauce, however, did little jus-
tice to the dish. Again using canned
olives (?), it lacked the tanginess
for which puttanesca is renowned.

In both dishes, there was a dis-
tinct over-cautiousness toward
stronger flavors yet, just a little
tweaking would have improved
both dishes immeasurably.

Desserts at Galata’s are limited
and they need to do some re-think-
ing here. . . . they also need to get
their nomenclature straight. The
menu offered Italian cheesecake
which was actually a frozen piece
of New York style cheesecake. This
remained largely untouched while
we dug into some homemade
tiramisu which was worth every
rich bite.

The interior is well-lit and gen-
erally bright and cheery but needs
a facelift. Our booth had ripped
upholstery and there were a few
lights that needed replacing.

Italian music playing over the
sound system was a nice touch but
if I never hear Andrea Bocelli again
it will be too soon.

Northside Trattoria. Patrons must
show their tickets to qualify for the
discount. Reservations are highly
recommended.

This evening of music holds tre-
mendous appeal to families with
children who are already playing
an instrument, or those who may
wish to in the future. To perform
with the WSO and Maestro Wroe,
the March 10 performance by Ryu
Goto will support what parents ad-
vise, “Practice, Practice, Practice!”

How to Reach A&E
A&E Editor:
michelle@goleader.com
Theater:
kerrianne@goleader.com
Film:
screenbear@aol.com
Classical Music:
davep@goleader.com
Modern Music:
andy2gold@home.com
Food:
bill@goleader.com

wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.whisk.whisk.whisk.whisk.whiskeycafeeycafeeycafeeycafeeycafe.qpg.qpg.qpg.qpg.qpg.com.com.com.com.com


