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SP-F Graduates Celebrate Successes
At Festive Commencement Ceremony

By ADAM BERNSTEIN
Specially Written for The Times

Inclement weather did not deter
the few thousand spectators who filled
the bleachers at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) to
near capacity, cheering on sons,
daughters, relatives and friends dur-
ing the school’s graduation ceremony
last Thursday.

Acting Governor and Scotch Plains
native Donald T. DiFrancesco, a 1962

SPFHS alumnus addressed the 280-
plus members of the Class of 2001.

Students’ cars, decorated in blue
and white with ribbons, filled the
high school parking lot. Cryptic
messages, written to friends, were
doodled on the vehicles – family and
friends parked on adjacent streets,
overflowing into the residential dis-
trict.

The graduates, donning traditional
blue gowns and mortarboards,

marched from the high school to the
football field where they were met
by thunderous applause.

The spectators, in defiance of the
gray sky, were particularly jubilant.
The skies, as if taking their cue from
the upbeat ceremonies, did not shower
during the exercises — instead, re-
maining overcast, they cooperated
with the annual rite of passage.

Mr. DiFrancesco opened his re-
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Fanwood Home Plan Unearths
Concerns Over Area Flooding

By STEPHEN CHIGER
Specially Written for The Times

Applicants for a Fanwood con-
struction project found themselves
fighting an upstream battle on Mon-
day, June 18, when their storm water
management plan unearthed some
long-standing frustrations about area
flooding.

Following a night of emotional
testimony and hours-long debate, the
Fanwood Planning Board voted to
postpone approval of a system cre-
ated for 226 Tillotson Road, a lot
being developed by D. Villane Con-
struction, LLC. Last February, the
company was granted a provisional
go-ahead to build a house in the area,
so long as the applicant could create
a storm water management system
that satisfied the planning board.

The sticking point was whether
the house’s basement could be either
eliminated or protected against a
flood, but the discussion itself proved
somewhat of a Pandora’s box as resi-
dent after resident testified to the
damage that flooding has done to
their lives and homes.

According to Fanwood Mayor
Louis C. Jung, Fanwood citizens have
not been eligible for federal flood
insurance since 1977, when Fanwood
was declassified as a flood plain.
Nevertheless, portions of the bor-
ough, particularly the northeast cor-
ridor, were built on lowlands and
streams, areas which officials say

would now be off-limits. The result
are some flood-prone streets and
houses.

“Most of Fanwood would never
have been built if today’s standards
were applied,” said Robert H. Kraus,
attorney for the Villane Company.

The problem for Tillotson Road
residents is that they live on a par-
ticularly low-lying stretch of land,
one which becomes the victim of

overflows during storm conditions.
Fanwood’s Borough Engineer Ri-

chard Marsden said that the over-
flows originate somewhere in Scotch
Plains, though he is not exactly sure
where or why they occur.

However, Joseph Timko, Assistant
Engineer for Scotch Plains, said he
didn’t think the problem could be
coming from his town.
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Fireworks to Flare
In Communities

By CAROL F. DAVIS AND
MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Times

Westfield Symphony Orchestra,
Cranford, Wednesday, July 4, 7:30
p.m. Nomahegan Park in Cranford
will be the setting for this free con-
cert celebrating America’s indepen-
dence. Conducted by Music Direc-
tor David Wroe, the program will
feature selections from Star Wars,
Westside Story, and classics such as
Berlin’s “God Bless America,” and
the “Battle Hymn of the Republic.”
Fireworks will top off the evening.

*  *  *  *  *
The Cranford Jaycees’ 22nd An-

nual Firecracker Four Miler, A Four
Mile Race and One Mile Fun Run,
July 4, 9 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. The race
day will include entertainment with
a clown, disc jockey, balloons and
face paintings. Admission is free.
All pre-entrants will receive a T-
shirt. For more information, includ-
ing race registration forms and con-
tacts, please visit http://
www4.ewebcity.com/firecracker4/.

*  *  *  *  *
Mountainside Fireworks, July 4,

The Borough of Mountainside will
light up the sky at Deerfield School,
Central Avenue and School Drive in
Mountainside at dusk.

*  *  *  *  *
Festival and Fireworks in Berke-

ley Heights, 11 p.m. on Monday,
July 16. Berkeley Heights will com-
bine its fireworks celebration with a
festival sponsored by Our Lady of
Mount Carmel Church. The festival,
which begins on Thursday, July 12,
will end with a spectacular fireworks
display on July 16 at Mount Carmel
Field on Springfield Avenue.

*  *  *  *  *
Annual Fourth of July Celebra-

tion, Springfield, 5 p.m. Cost: Adults
$5, Children $3, Fireworks at Meisel
Field will end the day of family fun,
rides and entertainment, including
clowns, a dunk tank, prizes, and a
giant 50/50 raffle. Admission in-
cludes food from Outback
Steakhouse.

*  *  *  *  *
Fireworks in Clark, Sunday, July

1, 9 p.m. at Arthur L. Johnson Re-
gional High School Field, 365
Westfield Avenue, Clark. The streets
will be blocked off. Early arrival is
recommended. The raindate is Tues-
day, July 3, at 9 p.m.

*  *  *  *  *
Sensational Soul Cruisers and

Fireworks in New Providence, Tues-
day, July 3. The public is invited to
come to the football field at New
Providence High School for a con-
cert with the Sensational Soul Cruis-
ers at 7:30 p.m. At 9 p.m., fireworks
will fill the sky.

*  *  *  *  *
Orchestra, Jazz and Fireworks,

Wednesday, July 4, Summit. The
New Jersey Intergenerational Or-
chestra and jazz legend Rio Clemente
will perform in Summit at 7:30 p.m.
Fireworks will begin between 9 and
9:15 p.m.

*  *  *  *  *
78th Annual Central New Jersey

July 4th Parade, Plainfield, 10 a.m.
The Third Annual Mile Run will
begin at 8:30 a.m., followed by the
parade procession at 10 a.m. through
downtown Plainfield. Night activi-
ties will include an outdoor concert
at Green Brook Park from 5 to 9
p.m., or at West End School from 7
to 9 p.m. A fireworks display will
follow.

*  *  *  *  *
Fireworks at Dusk, Biertuempfel

Park in Union will be the setting for
fireworks on July 4, set to begin at
dusk.
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SP Zoning Bd. Approves Variance
To Construct Bowcraft Water Park

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

Bowcraft Amusement Park was
granted approval to construct the
addition of a 10,600-square-foot
water park to the rear of its existing
amusement park on Route 22 in
Scotch Plains by the Scotch Plains
Board of Adjustment on June 21.

The board voted 6-1 in favor of
approving the applicant’s “D”-vari-
ance, to add the water park, which
will include a shallow pond, a lazy-
river tube-ride, three water slides, a
maintenance building and a locker
room/bathroom facility, as well as
re-grading of the existing rear park-
ing lot.

This was the second application
by the owners, Marke Enterprises,
which is a scaled-down version of
the initial application, originally

made in 1998.
The water park was hotly con-

tested by many residents who live
adjacent to the site because of con-
cerns about additional noise, lights,
traffic and potential loss of property
values, which the residents believe
the water park will impose on their
neighborhood.

Some of the residents formed a
grassroots, citizens’ coalition, called
the Scotch Plains Association Con-
cerned with the Environment
(SPACE), which hired a professional
engineer to represent their objec-
tions to the board at the meetings.

Bowcraft Amusement Park, which
has occupied this parcel of land since
the 1940s, preceding many of the
adjacent homes in the area, borders
both a residential neighborhood on
Glenside Avenue and a commercial

zone on Route 22. The park is gov-
erned by a grandfathered, non-con-
forming use variance, which requires
Bowcraft to come before the board in
order to make changes or additions
to its existing property.

The application for the use vari-
ance and site plan approval was bi-
furcated, and the next phase will be
a detailed site plan application made
to the board.

Expert witnesses, including a pro-
fessional planner, a noise and traffic
expert and the designer of the water
park, testified on behalf of Bowcraft
at several prior meetings before the
board.

The noise expert for Bowcraft,
Gary Dean, told the board and public
that in his opinion, the addition of a
water park would not appreciably

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
HARD WORK PAYS OFF…Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School seniors,
pictured, left to right, Lauren Giordano, Katie Dougherty and Lauren
Wentzheimer pose after last Thursday’s graduation ceremony. Graduates
threw their mortarboards up into the sky and Acting Governor Donald T.
DiFrancesco of Scotch Plains, with his speech in hand, prepared to take the
stage as guest speaker.
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School Bd. OKs Technology Plan; Bd. to Bid
For Construction Work at Special Mtg. on July 2

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education unanimously approved
the Schools’ Technology Plan for
2001-2004 at its June 19 meeting.

Prior to the vote, Alex Grinberg, a
parent of a Terrill Middle School
student, urged the board to “find a
way to engage our teachers in using
technology.” Saying the staff issue
was “under-emphasized” in the tech-
nology plan, Mr. Grindberg asked
the board to place a higher priority
on training than on obtaining more
hardware.

He said, “Until we’re sure that
what is there is working, there is no

reason to have it in every single
classroom.”

In his regular update on the
progress of the bond referendum,
Business Administrator Anthony
DelSordi asked for a special meet-
ing of the board on Monday, July 2,
to review and, hopefully, approve
bids for ongoing work in the dis-
trict.

Renovations to the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Auditorium
were scheduled to begin on June 20.
As a result, the auditorium is ex-
pected to be closed for five months.

The only glitch in the bond projects,
to date, has been the need to re-bid

the work on the high school bleach-
ers. Mr. DelSordi explained it will
take longer to construct the new
bleachers than originally anticipated,
so they will not be in place for the fall
sports season.

In other business, the board took
its first look at the Strategic Plan and
District Priorities for 2001-2002. In
the objectives outlined for students
and academic program, greater em-
phasis was placed on assessing stu-
dent learning. Technology training
was included among the professional
development objectives, and com-
munity outreach objectives included
greater use of TV-34 to showcase

student accomplishments in the dis-
trict.

In addition to scheduling the spe-
cial July 2 meeting at 7:30 p.m., the
board approved other adjustments to
its public meeting schedule: the
Thursday, October 25, meeting was
moved to Thursday, October 18, and
the Thursday, May 23, 2002 meeting
was rescheduled to Monday, May
20, 2002.

Following the July 2 meeting, the
board is not scheduled to meet again
until Thursday, August 16.

There were no updates on the status
of negotiations between the board
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood Educa-
tion Association. The present three-
year contract between the board and
teachers’ union is set to expire June
30.

Negotiating teams have been meet-
ing to reach a new agreement.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Schundler Defeats Franks
To Win GOP Nomination

By STEPHEN CHIGER AND
 LAUREN PASS

Specially Written for The Times

Jersey City Mayor and native
Westfielder Bret Schundler overcame
widespread skepticism and a lack of
party support to become the Repub-
licans’ gubernatorial candidate on
Tuesday night.

The conservative candidate de-
feated moderate and party favorite
Bob Franks by a decisive 14 percent
margin, a victory which some have
speculated will lead the party to the
right. Mr. Franks had represented the
local area in Congress for eight years

and served 13 years in the Assembly
prior to that.

“They said it couldn’t be done.
They said we couldn’t win. But you
proved (them) otherwise,” Mr.
Schundler told a crowd of over 300
supporters in his acceptance speech.

With 95.9 percent of the vote tal-
lied, Mr. Schundler had 183,430
votes, or 57 percent, while Mr. Franks
earned 43 percent, with 135,821.

Tom Basta, assistant to the politi-
cal director for Franks’ campaign,
said the group was surprised by the
margin with which Mr. Schundler

won. He said that Franks’ campaign
thought the Republican Primary were
“going to be a close race.”

But whether the victory will signal
a change in New Jersey’s Republican
Party remains to be seen. Acting
Governor Donald T. DiFrancesco, a
Scotch Plains resident who would
not immediately endorse Mr.
Schundler, said Tuesday night, “I
don’t think it’s going to be any differ-
ent than its been.”

Mr. DiFrancesco dropped out of
the race in April because of increased

Stephen Chiger for The Times
BRINGING THE GOP TOGETHER...During his concession speech on Tues-
day evening, Republican gubernatorial candidate Bob Franks urged members
of the Republican Party to unite in support of GOP victor Bret Schundler.

Early Submission Deadline:

All press releases and sub-
missions to The Times of Scotch
Plains -Fanwood must be re-
ceived no later than tomorrow,
Friday, June 29, by 5 p.m. in
order to be considered for the
July 5 issue.
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Graduation
marks by telling the seniors, “You’ve
been voted off the island.” His “Sur-
vivor” reference was followed by
general advice on how to approach
the changes the graduates will soon
encounter.

“Keep your eyes on the road,”
and “It’s okay to stop and ask for
directions,” were other parts of his
oration.

Valedictorian Jennifer Seto and
Salutatorian Catherine Mangan
also spoke. Kaliq Chang, respond-
ing to the question of what he wants
to do with his future said, “You
know they actually pay people to
test out mattresses?”

A performance of Billy Joel’s
“And So It Goes,” sung by a group
of seniors, quieted the spectators
and saddened many.

Cheers and the occasional fog-
horn blast accompanied the award-
ing of the diplomas, after which
Senior Class President Robert Bugg
addressed his class.

He said, “Don’t be afraid to take
chances in life, because you never
know where they may take you.”
After his remarks, he congratu-
lated the new alumni and then threw
his square cap into the air. His cap
was joined by those of his fellow
students in littering the air for a
brief moment. A single roll of toi-
let paper flew with the caps in
celebration.

Eighty-four percent of the gradu-
ates will go on to attend four-year
colleges or universities.

The Class of 2001 achieved great
academic success. Seventeen stu-
dents were National Merit Schol-
ars. One, Kaliq Chang, was a Na-
tional Semifinalist. – the others
were commended scholars. Alison
Wilks, one of the commended
scholars, also a Presidential
Scholar. Alison scored a perfect
1600 on her SAT exam.

Students excelled not only in the
classroom, but also in pursuit of
their extracurricular activities.
“The Moonglowers,” SPFHS’s jazz
band, was named tops in
Fanscotian, the school’s newspa-
per. They also captured first place
for the first time at a state-wide
band competition. The boys soccer
team won its seventh Union County
title and finished 14th in the Star-
Ledger’s state rankings.

SPFHS Principal David Heisey
spoke to the graduates, comment-
ing how these are, “the most chang-
ing times in our nation’s history.”
Mr. Heisey implored the gradu-
ates to make the most of their
time, so that when look back 50
years from now at their lives, they
can say they’ve made this country
better.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Home Plan Unearths
Concerns Over Area FloodingCONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
A YEAR TO REMEMBER…Graduating seniors from Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School recently convened outside
of the school to form the number of their graduating year.
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Fireworks
Oceanfest, Long Branch, July

4, 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.; Fireworks
around 9:15 p.m. Vendors and ac-
tivity booths will line the entire
length of the promenade. Activi-
ties will include three-on-three
basketball tournament and dem-
onstrations of extreme in-line skat-
ing and skateboarding. The evening
will culminate in fireworks over the
ocean.

*  *  *  *  *
Macy’s “Voices of Liberty,” Man-

hattan, July 4, 9 p.m. The 25th
anniversary show will be a 30-
minute display launched simulta-
neously around the city. The main
fireworks display is launched from
four barges in the East River be-
tween 23rd and 42nd Streets, with
satellite shows staged in the East
River at the South Street Seaport
and in the Hudson River near 42nd
Street and the Statue of Liberty.
Public transportation and an early
arrival are recommended.

*  *  *  *  *
July Fourth Celebration and Fire-

works, Asbury Park, sometime af-
ter sunset. Stake out a spot on the
boardwalk or beach a bit before dusk,
as the fireworks will begin some-
time after sunset. This year’s cel-
ebration will include live music, with
rock songs pumping from The Stone
Pony and country tunes from The
Hitching Rail. The bursts of color
will be reflected in the Atlantic
Ocean with the art-deco windows
and roof of Convention Hall as a
backdrop.

Evan Dornbush Placed
On Spring Dean’s List
SCOTCH PLAINS – Interim Dean

Jean Folkerts of The George Wash-
ington University in Washington,
D.C. reported that Evan Dornbush
of Scotch Plains was named to the
Dean’s List of honor students in
Columbian School of Arts and Sci-
ences for the spring semester 2001.

CONGRATULATIONS…Scotch Plains resident, Certified Public Accountant
and Professor of Accounting at the Florham-Madison campus of Fairleigh
Dickinson University, J. Richard Chaplin, left, receives congratulations for his
30 years of service from University President J. Michael Adams.

Graduates to Attend
Fairleigh Dickinson
SCOTCH PLAINS – The fol-

lowing graduates of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School will attend
Fairleigh Dickinson University’s
Florham-Madison campus in Sep-
tember.

Christopher Buteas, the son of
Susan Spirko and Christopher
Buteas of Fanwood, will major in
management information sys-
tems.

Rachel Marie DeVico, the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph
DeVico of Scotch Plains, plans to
major in English language and
literature.

Kelly L. Gayara, the daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack Gayara of
Scotch Plains, will major in elec-
tronic filmmaking and digital
video design.

Krista Nicole Hicks, the daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. William Hicks
of Scotch Plains, will major in
biology.

Veronica Kodatt, the daughter
of Janice Kodatt of Fanwood and
the late Richard Kodatt, has not
chosen a major.
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scrutiny in the press over his past
business dealings and was replaced
by Mr. Franks.

Still, some have suggested that there
was more at stake in this contest than the
gubernatorial candidacy.

“This is really a contest between two
different philosophies within the Repub-
lican Party,” said Ingrid Reed, Director
of the Eagleton New Jersey Project at
Rutgers University. “The (typically mod-
erate) Republican Party has taken a lot of
lumps lately; it’s a little shaky,” she said,
referring to the budget deficit, racial pro-
filing issues, the departure of former
Governor Christine Whitman, and Mr.
DiFrancesco’s withdrawal from the
governor’s race.

The need for unity seemed to be on
both candidates’ minds Tuesday night.

“I did not win this (election), you did,”
said Mr. Schundler in his acceptance
speech in front of hundreds of supporters.
“This has to become one party. Join me in
bringing the (Republican) party together.”
Mr. Schundler went on to invite “all the
Democrats and Independents to join us.”

And in a race which has been notori-
ous for mud-slinging and negative cam-
paigning, Mr. Franks’ speech was par-
ticularly conciliatory. “Now we must
come together and rally behind Bret
Schundler,” Mr. Franks said. “United we
will march to victory in November.”

Mr. Franks said it is unlikely that he
will pursue elected office again.

If Mr. Schundler’s victory was a
surprise, so was the high voter turnout
registered. Though predictions were
low at the beginning of the day, over
319,251 Republicans cast their bal-
lots, reportedly the highest amount in
about a decade. And while high voter
turnout had been expected to help Mr.
Franks’ bid, it tipped the scales in favor
of Mr. Schundler.

Although Franks, a four-time con-
gressman, was looking for a big victory
in his home base of Union County, he
was only able to beat Mr. Schundler 56
to 44 percent. Meanwhile, Mr. Schundler
won — often by large margins — in 15
out of New Jersey’s 21 counties, earn-
ing 74 percent in Hudson County, his
home.

The Republican Primary looked to
be particularly interesting in Westfield
and the surrounding area, which claim

local ties to both candidates.
While Mr. Schundler grew up in the

area and graduated from Westfield High
School, Mr. Franks had represented the
town as both a Seventh District Con-
gressman and 22nd District State As-
semblyman.

Judy Brady, a local resident, said she
voted for Mr. Schundler on Tuesday. “I
like the way he treated Jersey City and I
hope he’s going to treat us the same way.”

“I think he will bring a lot of new and
innovative programs to the state,” said
Westfield resident Kevin Pinkowski, who
also voted for Mr. Schundler.

Mr. Pinkowski said it was Mr.
Schundler’s fiscal agenda that attracted
him to the candidate.

During his victory, Mr. Schundler was
joined on stage by former Presidential
candidate Jack Kemp, State Senate Ma-
jority Leader John O. Bennett and Jim
Gilmore, Chairman of the Republican
National Committee.

The gubernatorial candidate also re-
ceived a congratulatory phone call from
President George W. Bush. “I look for-
ward to seeing you as governor of the
great state of New Jersey,” the President
told Mr. Schundler.

Mr. Schundler made campaign prom-
ises to lower property taxes and reform
education. He vowed to remove the Gar-
den State Parkway tolls by the end of next
year and overturn the Mount Laurel court
decision requiring that towns provide for
low to moderate income housing. As part
of that decision, towns are allowed to sell
their allotted amount of low income hous-
ing to other communities.

Locally, Mr. Franks won Westfield by
one vote, 1,048 to 1,047 (excluding ab-
sentee and provisional tallies);
Mountainside, 389 to 311; Scotch Plains,
886 to 577, and Fanwood, 365 to 213.
Mr. Schundler captured 74 percent of the
vote in his home county of Hudson, 60
percent of the Morris County vote and 68
percent in Hunterdon County. Mr. Franks
was strongest in Union County with 56
percent of the total vote and in South
Jersey counties such as Cape May, 53
percent, and Cumberland, 54 percent.

In the Democratic race, candidate and
Woodbridge Mayor Jim McGreevey de-
feated opponent Elliot Greenspan, 96 to
4 percent, and will face Mr. Schundler in
the fall.

Schundler Defeats Franks
To Win GOP Nomination

Get With The Times:
Visit www.goleader.com!

increase the nuisance of noise in the
neighborhood, anymore so than traf-
fic coming from nearby Route 22.

Water park designer, Winthrop
Knox, told the board that because
the park would be closed by 7 p.m.,
no lights would be required, except
for very minimal security lighting.

Many of the residents who objected
to the expansion claimed that Bowcraft
was already in violation of previous
conditions laid down by the township,
and should, therefore, not be granted
approval of any expansions.

Henry Johnsen, Chairman of SPACE
told The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood that noise from Bowcraft’s
public address system was too loud,
and in violation of previous conditions
to mitigate the noise in the neighbor-
hood coming from the park.

Mountain Avenue resident Thelma
Gerber had a similar complaint regard-
ing unmet conditions to mitigate the
noise coming from the Flying Dragon
Roller Coaster, which Mrs. Gerber
claimed she could hear from her yard,
across Route 22.

The new application was approved
under the stipulations that Bowcraft
adhere to a number of new conditions,
as well as abiding by previous condi-
tions agreed upon. Those conditions
include mitigating noise and lights,
removing storage sheds, using the pub-
lic address system for emergencies only
and no buses on weekends.

Of the approximately 60 residents
who attended the meeting, about half
were there in support of the water park.
Residents in support of the applica-
tion, however, did not live immedi-
ately adjacent to the park.

Mr. Marsden said that a joint study
will be conducted by the two towns
to determine what and where the
problem is.

Meanwhile, Mayor Jung said that
Fanwood has requested “several hun-
dreds of thousands” of dollars
through the federal and state govern-
ments so that it can work with Scotch
Plains to rectify the problems. Mem-
bers of a joint services council,
formed by the two towns last spring,
have been meeting with Jersey Pro-
fessional Management, a shared ser-
vices group, since last year.

Peter Rayner, a representative of
the Cranford group working with the
two towns, was unavailable at press
time. Scotch Plains Mayor Martin L.
Marks said he was not aware of the
specific project when reached for
comment on June 20.

Mayor Jung said that storms in the
last three to four years have helped
stir the rising tide of local concern.
He called resolving the issue one of
his top priorities.

At the Monday meeting a number of
residents, including former Fanwood
Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly, said
they were concerned both about the
effects of development on the inun-
dated area, as well as the outcome of
creating another house that they felt
was destined for flooding trouble.

“I think it’s (construction is) just
going to subject another family to losses
in that area,” said Carol Sheppard, a
Tillotson Road resident. Her husband,
Bill Sheppard, testified that every home
on the street has lost its foundation over
the years and that the borough has not
kept promises to fix the problem.

John Dupont, engineer for the Villane
Company, said that the water manage-
ment system he designed would not
only prevent the construction from
causing additional flooding, it would
nominally help nearby drainage. He
agreed to expand the system, adding
an extra pipe, at the board’s request.

Mr. Marsden, whose expertise is
in hydraulics, supported the plan,
calling it “very conservative.”

Mr. Dupont said he recognized the
area’s overall problems, but that his
company’s responsibility was only
to insure that their development does
not add to the existing troubles.

“You have a very serious problem,
no doubt about it,” said Mr. Dupont.

Nevertheless, after hearing testi-
mony from residents, a number of
board members seemed ready to
scrap the whole site. Since the board
has already granted approval for con-
struction, a decision along those lines
could have resulted in a lawsuit,
officials said.

“I believe that they (the planning
board) were faced with a catch-22

because the drainage system that was
designed (by the Villane Company)
met all of the criteria and engineering
standards (they had set). The catch-22
is the neighbors. Their homes never
should have been built,” said Mr. Kraus.

The meeting lasted about three
hours, stretching from 8 p.m. to a
little after 11 p.m.  Approximately 12
residents and Villane Company em-
ployees were present, although it was
suggested that more residents would
have attended had there not been a
local school graduation that evening.

Gregory Cummings, who chairs
the Fanwood Planning Board, said
that the evening highlighted the larger
issue of flooding in the Tillotson
Road area, although that was outside
the board’s jurisdiction.

“I would hope that this (discus-
sion) would motivate people to try
and resolve this issue and correct the
problem,” he said.

“It’s a regional problem. It goes be-
yond this little street and this developer
can’t solve the problem that everybody’s
facing,” said Mr. Kraus, who expects
the board to ultimately approve his
applicant’s proposal. The board will
reconvene on the matter on Wednesday,
July 25, although the meeting will now
be closed to citizen testimony.

The board did approve two vari-
ances for the Tillotson project on
Monday, a front yard setback and a
20-foot-wide expansion of the drive-
way, which will fan out from 10 feet
to allow a two-car garage.

Cormac  Ryan Egenton
Graduates Vanderbilt
FANWOOD – Vanderbilt Univer-

sity in Nashville, Tenn. has reported
that Fanwood resident Cormac Ryan
Egenton received his Bachelor of Mu-
sic Degree at the Blair School of Music.

The son of Mr. and Mrs. Michael O.
Egenton, Cormac majored in viola and
studied biology.


