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Westfield Woman’s Club Awards
Grants to Westfield HS Graduates

WESTFIELD — The Woman’s Club
of Westfield has awarded grants to six
members of the Westfield
High School (WHS) gradu-
ating class of 2001. The re-
cipients are selected on the
basis of character, achieve-
ment, leadership and com-
munity service.

The honorees are Rachel
Ackerman, Marie Nicole
Candelore, Edward Hogan,
3rd, Kelly Ann Lane, Kristin
Messina, and Elizabeth A.
Sweeney.

Rachel will attend Brandeis Univer-
sity and major in Judaic studies and
sports psychology. Rachel is a mem-
ber of the Key Club, National Honor
Society, Women’s Studies Club, has
served on the student coun-
cil and as news editor of the
Hi’s Eye.

She has earned varsity let-
ters each year in winter and
spring track and in cross
country and has held leader-
ship positions in each. She
was named as the October
Scholar Athlete by The
Westfield Leader and The
Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood. Named Most
Valuable Senior Runner, Rachel has
been a peer leader at Temple Emanu-
El. She is a member of Students Against
Drunk Driving, serving as president.

Rachel is the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Louis
Ackerman.

Marie is the recipient of
the Erma Sloane Chambers
Memorial Award. This fresh-
man grant is from a scholar-
ship fund established by Mr.
Chambers in memory of his
wife, who was a member of
the Woman’s Club of
Westfield.

She plans to attend
Barnard College and to pre-
pare for a career in international poli-
tics. More recently, she has been a
member of the Leader’s Club affiliated
with the Y, Hershey Model United
Nations Conference, and the Fed Chal-
lenge Team and Wall Street Econom-
ics and Finance Club hosted by the
New York Federal Reserve Bank.

member of the German Club at WHS
and the National Honor Society.

Kelly is the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Don Lane.

Edward will enter
Fairfield University in
Connecticut next fall. He
will pursue studies to pre-
pare for a career in com-
puter engineering. At
WHS, he has participated
in varsity sports including
soccer, cross country and
winter and spring track.
He was a team member of

Union County Soccer. He has been
active in the Peer Ministry at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church. He
is also a member of the National Honor

Society.
Edward is the son of

Edward Walter and
Lucretia Hogan.

Elizabeth will attend
Lehigh University. Cur-
rently, she intends to ma-
jor in architecture. She has
been active in the March-
ing Band and was drill
captain. As a participant
in indoor and outdoor
track, she has served as
captain.

She has held membership in the Key
Club, Christian Awareness Club and
Country Line Dancing, where she was
president.

Elizabeth is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. William Sweeney.

In addition to their pro-
grams of study and par-
ticipation in extracurricu-
lar activities and commu-
nity service, these stu-
dents have been engaged
in after-school and sum-
mer employment.

A reception was held
for the scholarship recipi-
ents, their family mem-
bers and guests at the

club’s meeting on Monday, May 14, at
the First Congregational Church in
Westfield.

Since 1949, the Woman’s Club of
Westfield, a member of the New Jersey
State Federation of Women’s Clubs,
has awarded scholarship grants each
year to WHS seniors.

Marie Nicole Candelore Elizabeth Sweeney

Kelly Ann Lane

Marie has worked as Developmen-
tal Assets Project Promoter with the

Family Life Director
of the Y and has been
a member of the
Youth Committee. In
earlier years, she was
named the Y’s Youth
of the Year 2000. She
served as a F.L.A.G.
tutor of Spanish to
grade school chil-
dren. She is a mem-
ber of the National
Honor Society and is

a National Hispanic Scholar.
Marie is the daughter of Mr. and

Mrs. Dan Candelore.
Kristin, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.

Mark Messina, plans
to attend Fairfield
University in Con-
necticut. She will pur-
sue a major in busi-
ness. Kristin is a
member of the Na-
tional Honor Society,
French Club and Jun-
ior Optimist Club.
She was chosen to be-
come a Peer Minister
at St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church and

was selected to be the representative of
WHS’s Girls’ Career Institute of
Rutgers University.

This fall she served as an intern in a
l o c a l
congresswoman’s
election campaign. A
varsity lacrosse
player for three years,
Kristin also played
freshman soccer.

Kelly’s career goal
is to become a pedia-
trician. She plans to
major in the biologi-
cal sciences at Bos-
ton College and after

her undergraduate studies
to enter medical school. She has worked
with the Children’s Specialized
Hospital’s volunteer organization
T.W.I.G., Jr.,

She has participated in the Peer Min-
istry of St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church and she has attained her Girl
Scout Gold Award status. Kelly is a

Rachel Ackerman
Kristin Messina

Edward Hogan, 3rd

Schnakenberg Receives
Dean’s List Recognition

MOUNTAINSIDE – Christopher
Schnakenberg of Mountainside, a
sophomore at Rutgers College, has
been named to the Dean’s List for the
spring 2001 semester.

Westfield Residents
Named to Dean’s List
At Univ. of Hartford

WESTFIELD – The University of
Hartford in West Hartford, Conn. has
revealed that Westfield residents Cara
Matossian, Matthew Schwab and
Annie Thode have been placed on
the Dean’s List for the spring 2001
semester.

Univ. of Rhode Island
Places Phillip Orsini

On Spring Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Phillip A. Orsini

of Westfield has been named to the
Dean’s List at the University of Rhode
Island for the 2001 spring semester.

Laura Krevsky Named
Presidential Scholar

WESTFIELD – Cornell Univer-
sity in Ithaca, N.Y. has announced
that Laura J. Krevsky of Westfield
was named a Merrill Presidential
Scholar. She is a graduate of Westfield
High School.

Elizabeth C. Schundler
Named to Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Westfield High

School graduate Elizabeth C.
Schundler has been named to the
Dean’s List for outstanding academic
achievement at Colby College in
Waterville, Me. for the spring se-
mester of the 2000-2001 school year.

A member of the Class of 2004,
Elizabeth is majoring in physics,
with a minor in mathematics. She is
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Russell
Schundler of Westfield.

East Stroudsburg Univ.
Posts Julia Mc Millan
On Spring Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – Provost and Vice
President for Academic Affairs Dr.
Evelyn Lynch of East Stroudsburg
University has revealed that Westfield
resident Julia Mc Millan was named
to the Dean’s List for the spring
semester of the 2000-2001 academic
year. Julia is focusing her studies in
early childhood education.

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

University News

Allan F. Wright of Scotch Plains Designated
Teacher of the Year at Union Catholic HS

SCOTCH PLAINS – Allan F.
Wright, a resident of Scotch
Plains and a member of the
Religion Department at
Union Catholic High School
(UCHS), has been desig-
nated the UCHS Teacher of
the Year for 2000-2001.

Mr. Wright was honored
with a Faculty Reception at
UCHS earlier this year and
also by the Archdiocese of
Newark as an Outstanding
Educator for 2001 at the
annual Teacher Recogni-
tion Reception at the
Sheraton Meadowlands on
Thursday, May 10.

His association with UCHS began
in 1986 and continues with his teach-
ing all religion levels and tracts, in-
cluding morality, sacraments, church
history, death and dying, and He-
brew and Christian Scripture.

Students actively participate in his
classes in cooperative group learn-
ing activities, skits and use their
laptop computers to access church-
related Web sites for research and
PowerPoint presentations. Dialogue
sessions with Congregation Beth Is-
rael in Scotch Plains has brought a
better understanding of Jewish/
Catholic relations to UCHS students.
In fact, the temple’s religious educa-
tion youth group annually invites
UCHS students to a seder to present
and explain Jewish traditions.

Mr. Wright graduated from New
Providence High School. His par-
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Wright,
still reside in town. In 1986, he
earned a Bachelor of Arts Degree
in Religious Studies with Honors
from Seton Hall University and
was awarded a Master of Arts De-
gree in Theology, Biblical Studies
with honors from Immaculate Con-
ception Seminary School of The-
ology in 1997. Additional courses
were taken in Israel at the Ecu-
menical Institute for Advanced
Theological Studies at Tantur and
Kean University with a focus on
Holocaust Studies and Teaching
Prejudice Reduction.

Related studies include attending
the Biblical Archaeology Seminar in
2000, earning advanced certification
from the Catechetical Foundation
Program in the Archdiocese of New-
ark, studying the Holocaust in Po-
land and at Yad Vashem in Israel on
scholarship from the Educators Chap-
ter of the Jewish Labor Committee
and the American Federation of
Teachers and participating in an “Is-
raeli Experience,” an academic pro-
gram sponsored by Seton Hall Uni-
versity and Hebrew University.

Over the years, Mr. Wright re-
ceived the Pope John Paul, 2nd Medal
for Academic Excellence for acquir-
ing the highest grade point average
in the School of Theology, a certifi-
cate for outstanding service to sec-

ondary education from the Middle
States Association of
Colleges and Schools.
Mr. Wright also re-
ceived the Outstand-
ing Teacher Award
from former Governor
Thomas Kean at
Ramapo College in
1993, and was pre-
sented with a certifi-
cate for participation
in Special Academic
Programs from the He-
brew University of
Jerusalem, Rothberg
School for Overseas

Students.
Mr. Wright speaks to Catholic youth

groups locally and throughout the coun-
try about the Bible and spiritual forma-
tion. He, and fellow teacher Michael
St. Pierre, have developed Catholic
Ventures in order to excite teens about
learning about the Gospel.

At the Father Judge Apostolic
Church in Stirling, Mr. Wright
teaches in the Young Adult Program.
Humor and role-playing bring an
exciting, interactive aspect to his
presentations, so that teenagers and
young adults might see how to apply

the Gospel to modern day themes
and current events.

Mr. Wright has spoken at the
Steubenville Youth Conference in
Denver, Colo. And Attleboro, Mass.
At the Mother Boniface Center “Sum-
mer Mission Institute” in Philadel-
phia, Pa. and at the Life Teen-Young
Life Conference in Phoenix, Ariz.
He has also co-chaired the Jewish/
Muslim/Catholic Trialogue, “To
Whom and How You Pray.” He has
co-chaired the Jewish/Catholic Re-
lations workshop, “A Work In
Progress.”

Former students of Mr. Wright
showed their appreciation by honor-
ing him twice at Douglass College
Teacher Appreciation Day for
mentoring and encouraging young
women to “realize their dreams.”

At UCHS, he coordinates the fac-
ulty Day of Recollection and Peer
Ministry Program, and currently
coaches the golf team.

In the fall of 2002, Mr. Wright’s
book “Silent Witnesses in the Gos-
pel” will be published. The volume
is a series of reflections based on
those men and women in the Gos-
pels who, without a word, make a
difference.

Allan Wright

Christine Brock Earns
Dean’s List Status

SCOTCH PLAINS – Lenoir-Rhyne
College in Hickory, N.C. has placed
Christine Marie Brock of Scotch
Plains on its Dean’s List for the spring
2001 semester. Christine is concen-
trating on elementary education.

Montclair State Univ.
Pupil Jocelyn Demers
Joins Co-Op Program

WESTFIELD – Jocelyn Demers of
Westfield is participating in the na-
tionally renowned Cooperative Edu-
cation Program at Montclair State
University (MSU).

Jocelyn, a sociology major, is em-
ployed at Rider Insurance Agency in
Union. MSU’s Cooperative Educa-
tion Program serves as a bridge from
the classroom to a student’s future
career, linking academics and work-
place experience, for which students
receive both pay and credits.

Maureen Harrington
Is Dean’s List Scholar

SCOTCH PLAINS – Frostburg State
University in Frostburg, Md. reported
that Scotch Plains resident Maureen
Harrington has been named to the
Dean’s List for outstanding academic
achievement for the spring 2001 se-
mester.

WHS Pupil Calls Cancellation
Of Graduation ‘Poor Judgment’

By ADAM TURNER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

When you are 70 and you look
back at a scrapbook of your life, it
brings tears to your eyes. You flip
through the pages of pictures and
realize that your whole life lies in-
side a few picture albums. First Com-
munion, Bar Mitzvah, wedding, the
birth of your children, and gradua-
tion — all once in a lifetime events
that can be relished and relived
throughout your existence with
memories and pictures.

For the Westfield High School
(WHS) Class of 2001, a few pages of
that album will be missing and the
memories will be silenced.

For the 327 graduating seniors,
June 20 was a day to forget. It began
with a forecast of rain and ended
with a hurricane of emotions only
someone deprived of something they
have worked 18 years for can know.

The graduation began as planned,
but in the middle of Principal Dr.
Petix’ speech the rain came down.
Everyone on hand was advised to
move to the gym at Edison Interme-
diate School where they were to wait
for further instructions. Never did
they think these instructions would
include canceling a graduation.

No matter what the reasons were
— that people had left, some kids
had their caps and gowns off, or the
immense amount of rain on the
ground — under no circumstance do
you cancel a graduation. It is un-
heard of, and simply put, poor deci-
sion-making.

This administrative choice showed
no regard for the respect of others.
Did it not come to mind in the thought
process that there were family and
friends who had flown in, taking
time out of their schedules to see this
event? Did they not see
www.weather.com as I did in the
morning, and know there was a
chance of rain? And did they not look
around outside for a minute to real-
ize that any one of the seniors would
have gotten their shoes a little wet if
that meant they could walk down
that aisle, pick up their diploma and
pose for that picture that would be
still in time to look at over and over

again?
I guess those things didn’t really

come to mind though.
At least someone did realize what

they had done and rescheduled a
graduation for Monday night, this
time without a majority of the family
on hand and inside the comforts of
WHS gymnasium. A “make-up
graduation,” something to be found
in major league baseball, not the
high school graduation process.

But, these 327 seniors will walk
quickly down the aisle, grab that
diploma and, after this ordeal, run
away from WHS as quickly as they
can. And, with that I say congratula-
tions to all the seniors and good luck
in the future, I’m just sorry it took
two takes to get your graduation
right.


