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KENILWORTH – Schering-
Plough Corporation in Kenilworth
has awarded a $17,000 grant to the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office
that will allow the Essex County/
Union County Auto Theft Task Force
(ATTF) to purchase two laptop com-
puters to increase the unit’s mobile
data terminal system.

The system is connected to a cellu-
lar network that enables police offic-
ers to instantaneously link with the
National Crime Information Center
– an enhanced computerized infor-
mation system developed by State
Police and the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) – to query about
license plates and other driver infor-
mation from their patrol vehicles.

The Task Force, a multi-jurisdic-
tional effort between the two coun-
ties, was launched in the early 1990s
to reduce the stolen car rate in the
area.

*  *  *  *  *
ELIZABETH – The Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders are
accepting nominations for the 14th
Annual Historic Preservation Com-

News Highlights

mendations Program.
Nominations for the awards must

be submitted by Monday, July 2.
Application forms are available from
the Union County Division of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs, 633 Pearl
Street, Elizabeth 07202. For more
information, please call (908) 558-
2550 or dial 711 for New Jersey
Relay Service.

*  *  *  *  *
WASHINGTON, D.C. — In an

effort to reduce aircraft noise over
New Jersey and make airplane routes
safer, freshman Congressman
Michael A. Ferguson (R-7th), a mem-
ber of the House Transportation Com-
mittee, has announced that $8.5 mil-
lion in funds to redesign New Jersey’s
airspace has been included in next
year’s transportation spending bill.

Mr. Ferguson is pushing for a plan
that reduces aircraft noise and pro-
vides an ocean routing alternative as
part of the required environmental
impact study. He also wants the rede-
sign to use higher altitudes during
airport approach and faster ascents
after take off to reduce the impact of

aircraft noise and that a requirement
be included for the Federal Aviation
Administration to analyze the noise
impact of each alternative plan using
a variety of noise measurements in-
cluding annual day-night average of
noise levels.

*  *  *  *  *

TRENTON –Legislation that would
appropriate $40 million to the Depart-
ment of Human Services to help reduce
the number of people on the state’s
development disabilities waiting list for
group homes has received final approval
in the State Senate.

Sponsored by Senator Kevin
O’Toole (R-21st), the funds are to be
appropriated to the Division of Devel-
opmental Disabilities and are the final
portion of the $80 million that was to
have been expended on projects to
reduce the community services wait-
ing list.

“This money will be used to estab-
lish community-based facilities for
individuals with mental illnesses, de-
velopmental disabilities and other
physical and emotional problems,”
said Senator O’Toole, a Verona resi-
dent. “It will also help existing divi-
sions solve more problems and ex-
pand services for the developmen-
tally disabled.”

Under S-1088, a number of divi-
sions under the Department of Hu-
man Services will divide the nearly
$40 million. Specifically, the Divi-
sion of Developmental Disabilities will
receive $23.5 million and the Divi-
sion of Mental Health Services will
receive $11.2 million.

Additionally, the Division of Youth
and Family Services will be given
$3.3 million and the Commission for
the Blind and Visually Impaired will
receive $695,000.

The legislation now heads to Acting
Governor Donald T. DiFrancesco for
his signature.

Scotch Plains Republicans to Hold
Picnic Saturday at Brookside Park

SCOTCH PLAINS –Scotch Plains
Republicans will hold a picnic this
Saturday, June 30, from 2 to 7 p.m. at
Brookside Park.

The picnic, which will feature re-
freshments and softball and bocce
ball games, will offer the chance for
township residents to meet business-
man and Republican candidate for
the Scotch Plains Township Council,
Guy Celentano.

Pony rides, a moon walk, face
painting, a clown and door prizes
will be included in the festivities.

Grilled hamburgers, hot dogs and ice
cream will offered.

“Bring the children, your softball
mitts, baseball hats and a big appe-
tite,” Mr. Celantano said. “It prom-
ises to be a banner day for that home-
town spirit.”

Tickets are $25 per family or $10
per person. For more information
please call Lisa or Jamie Denman at
(908) 322-3066 or drop checks off
payable to the Scotch Plains Repub-
lican Picnic at the home of the
Denmans.

Bagger, Kean Introduce Bill to Form
Alan M. Augustine Colon Cancer Fund
TRENTON — Assemblymen

Thomas H. Kean, Jr. and Richard H.
Bagger, both Westfield Republicans
from the 22nd District, have intro-
duced legislation which establishes
the Alan M. Augustine Colon Can-
cer Research Fund.

Mr. Augustine, who served in the
Assembly for nine years, retired on
March 31 to focus on his battle with
cancer. He died on June 11 at Father
Hudson House, a hospice in Eliza-
beth.

To be administered by the Depart-
ment of Health and Senior Services,
the fund will provide grants for co-
lon cancer research projects through
the New Jersey State Commission
on Cancer Research.

Currently, the Cancer Research
Commission does not provide grants
for colon cancer research because of
limited funding. The Kean-Bagger
measure appropriates $100,000 for
such grants this year, and renews
that allocation each following year.

“Our legislation is a fitting tribute
to Assemblyman Augustine’s val-
iant fight against cancer, and will
not only honor his memory, but also
continue his tradition of helping
others,” said Assemblyman Kean,
whose district includes parts of
Union, Morris, Somerset and
Middlesex Counties, and who is
completing the unexpired term of
Mr. Augustine.

According to statistics, cancer of
the colon is the third most common
cancer in men and women. It claimed
the lives of over 55,000 people na-
tionwide in 2000, accounting for
about 11 percent of all cancer deaths.
This year, Assemblyman Augustine
lost his life to colon cancer.

Mr. Augustine’s legislative part-
ner and personal friend for the past
nine years, Assemblyman Bagger
said he knows Mr. Augustine would
be pleased, humbled and grateful
for the honor being accorded him.

“Alan was well known for his

efforts on behalf of his constituents
in District 22, as well as his legisla-
tive work, which had a positive im-
pact on all New Jerseyans. He be-
lieved it was his mission to improve
lives and, with this bill, he will be
able to do that for a long, long time,”
said Assembly Bagger.

Incidence rates of colon cancer
are declining due to increased and
better screening and early interven-
tion, but its cause is not known.

Funds from the Augustine pro-
gram will be used to provide grants
for projects on the causes, preven-
tion, screening, treatment, amelio-
ration and cure of colon cancer.
The projects will cover a wide range
of areas including basic, behav-
ioral, clinical, demographic, epi-
demiologic and psychosocial re-
search.

The Augustine measure has been
referred to the Assembly Appro-
priations Committee for review. The
committee is chaired by Mr. Bagger.

Ingrid McKinley and Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PREPARE TO ENJOY THE FIREWORKS...The night skies will be lighting up and explosions will send shock waves
throughout the area on July 4 when America celebrates its 225th year of independence. These pictures were taken last
year at Deerfield School in Mountainside.


