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More Letters to the Editor
Whoever Will Look Out for Best Interests
Of Jerseyans Should Be Next Governor
With the Republican primary election
coming up soon and the Governor’s race
heating up in the fall, it is always interesting to speculate on who will be our
next governor.
However, I question whether that is
the right question. The late John Tukey,
Statistics Professor at Princeton University used to say, “far better an approximate answer to the right question, which
may be vague, than an exact answer, to
the wrong question, which may be made
precise.”
I prefer to think about which candidate will do the best job in looking out
for the interests of the people of New
Jersey or what characteristics or experience should this candidate possess?
We are concerned, with the employment situation with over 650,000 layoffs
nationwide this year, with nearly 95,000
New Jersey residents collecting unemployment insurance, and with a 4.2 percent jobless rate in the state as reported
in Sunday’s Star-Ledger article on “Survival Skills for the Employment Crunch.”
We are concerned about how well our
children are being educated — not for
the predominately local manufacturing
and service-based economy of the 20th
century but for the global information

DIGNITARIES IN THE DOWNTOWN…The Grand Opening of The Town
Bank of Westfield’s newest location at 44 Elm Street on Saturday, June 16, was
attended by several local dignitaries. Pictured, left to right, are: Chapter
Chairman of the American Red Cross Richard Parness, Town Bank Chairman
Ronald Frigerio, Town Bank Director Anthony DeChellis, Town Bank President Robert Dowens, Assemblyman Richard H. Bagger of Westfield, Mayor
Gregory S. McDermott, Assemblyman Eric Munoz, Assemblyman Thomas
Kean, Jr., and Executive Director of the American Red Cross Dennis Kinsella.

Union County Is Leading Way
In Sharing Services With Towns
I was pleased to read your “words of
praise” for our local communities’ efforts in sharing services (editorial, May
31). Union County’s towns are doing
more than ever before and county government is leading the way.
Over the past several years, the County
of Union has become a leader in shared
services ventures which have cut costs
for our taxpayers. The county has organized and operated a divide range of
projects, including: composting,
countywide purchasing and storage of
road salt, joint purchasing of road construction materials, snow plowing and
road striping.
The Freeholder Board developed several major initiatives over the past few
years that were based on extensive
county-local partnerships. Project Pocket
Parks provided a total of $6 million in
county and municipal funds for parks
and play grounds. The Access 2000 technology initiative made it possible for
school districts to purchase computer
equipment and provide Internet access
in classrooms. Downtown Union County
provided $5 million in county grants for
locally identified development projects.
Senior Focus provided grants up to
$250,000 for building, expanding or
upgrading senior centers in each of the
21 municipalities.
Westfield alone benefited from nearly
$1 million in county grants for these
projects.
Under Access 2000, Union County’s
23 public school districts were encouraged to work together. Special group
purchase agreements were developed
that provided substantial discounts for
taxpayers. Even more significantly,
Access 2000 seed money spearheaded
the development of a shared Internet
service network joining 11 school districts, including Westfield, and 58
school buildings through a single hub

site at the Union County Vocational
Technical Schools. The network has
been operational since June 1999 and is
now undergoing an upgrade to enable
high-speed voice, data and video transmissions.
Our Access 2001 Library Link initiative, now underway, will connect the
county’s municipal and school libraries
to help them share resources for our
children. We will develop methods for
libraries to help young people with homework and projects.
The Freeholder Board looks forward
to continuing our leadership in the area
of shared services. We encourage all
municipalities to work together and with
the county to share costs and streamline
services.
Mary P. Ruotolo
Union County Freeholder
Westfield

Registration for Sports Skills,
Drills and Agility Camp (Karate) is
Underway.
This program will be held at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School from Monday, July 30, to
Friday, August 3, and Monday,
August 6, to Friday, August 10, to
register from 9 to 3 p.m., Monday
through Friday.
Summer Park Program Registration.
The cost for this program, open
to kids ages 6 to 13, is $10 per child.
The program will be held at various
town parks.
Small Fry Program Registration.
Open to 4- and 5-year-olds, the
cost is $25 for Scotch Plains residents and $30 for non-residents.
The program will be held at
Jerseyland Park from 10 a.m. to
noon on Mondays and Wednesdays
or Tuesdays and Thursdays from
July 9 through August 2.
Summer Basketball Clinic, Monday and Wednesday evenings, July
9 to August 10, Kramer Manor
Park Courts.
The cost of the clinic, to be held
7 to 9 p.m. and open to third through
eighth graders, is $5 per child. Volunteers are needed to assist with
this program, please call the Recreation Department for more information.
Summer Concert Series.
This annual summer entertainment begins Thursday, July 5, at

and knowledge-based economy of the
new millennium - where genomics,
bioinformatics, proteomics and bioethics, words that don’t pass spell check in
Microsoft Word 2000, let alone words
found in Webster’s Dictionary, will become part of our everyday vocabulary.
We are concerned about the environment - the air we breath, the water we
drink, the food we eat, open spaces, the
pollution we generate or tolerate from
past mistakes, congestion from traffic all balanced against the prospects of
rising gasoline prices and rolling brownouts.
As I think about the characteristics of
our next governor, I will keep these
issues in mind and look for someone
who has the experience and interest to
address these issues. When I think about
evaluating a candidate, I will use the
same criteria legend has it the Native
American Indians used in evaluating
people. They had three and only three
criteria. I will vote for a candidate who
will not lie to us, a candidate we can
count on to protect our interests, and a
candidate who takes care of his family.

Gerard W. Cleaves
Westfield

Town Must Correct Slippery Pool
Before A Serious Injury Occurs
On June 13, I visited the Memorial
Pool Complex with my infant son for the
first time. While holding my son, I
stepped into the baby pool and upon the
first step I immediately slipped and fell
backward, wrenching my back on the
ledge of the pool thereby knocking the
wind out of me. Luckily, I had a tight
hold of my 6-month-old son, so he was
not hurt and thankfully I did not hit my
head. However, it was a very frightening
experience.
The floor of this pool is extremely
slippery. Other women at the pool came
up to me afterward and told me that they
too have slipped and fallen. Plus they
make their children wear water shoes in
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the pool as they have also fallen.
Please work arduous to remedy this
situation as soon as possible before
someone breaks their neck or something more tragic occurs. There must
be some kind of rubber matting that
can be put in place to secure the initial
footing, even grip tape would be an
improvement, but something should
be done to make it permanently more
secure and safe.
Karen Rea
Westfield

Village Green behind the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building. Please
call the Recreation Office for details.
Youth Tennis Lessons Registration Underway.
The cost to sign-up is $5 for
residents and $10 for non-residents.
Lessons will be given at the Green
Forest Park Courts, Monday through
Friday, July 9 to 20.
Classes for beginners will be
given from 9:30 to 10:15 a.m. with
classes for advanced beginners to
be held 10:30 to 11:15 am. Lessons
are open to kids ages 10 to 15.
Youth Tennis Team Tryouts and
Registration, Ages 10 to 17.
Tryouts will be held beginning at
1 p.m., Monday, June 25, at the
Kramer Manor Tennis Courts.
Trip to Berkshires, Massachusetts, July 15 and 16.
The cost of this trip is $295 per
person. Please call the Recreation
Office for details.
Recreation Department News:
Summer park discount tickets to
Sesame Place, Hersheypark, Great
Adventure, Morey’s Pier, Dorney
Park and Camelbeach are available
at the Recreation Office. Please call
(908) 322-6700, extension no. 222
for further details.
* * * * *

Scotch Plains Recreation Events
is published every other week in
The Westfield Leader and The Times
of Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

DONALD D. VANARELLI
CERTIFIED ELDER LAW ATTORNEY*
By the National Elder Law Foundation,
Accredited by the American Bar Association

REGISTERED GUARDIAN
By the National Guardianship Association

WESTFIELD • 908-232-7400
dvanarelli.lawoffice.com
MEDICAID PLANNING • GUARDIANSHIP • PROBATE • SSI
SOCIAL SECURITY • MEDICARE • WILLS • TRUSTS • ESTATES
WILL DISPUTES • NURSING HOME LITIGATION • RETIREMENT PLANNING
• Fewer than 1 in 3,000 NJ attorneys are Board - Certified in Elder Law

Building a huge
parking deck in Westfield
will cost a lot more than
12 million bucks.

Talksomecents
toyourkids.

[ [
Introducing Valley’s

Kids First
Savings
Club
SM

Rally to “Dump the Deck”
Saturday, June 23 at 10:00am on Elm Street near Trader Joe’s
Bring your children, babies and strollers and join together with other Westfield
residents to let the Mayor and Town Council know that we are united in our
concerns over the proposed parking deck at Elm & Prospect Streets.
Vital issues such as the safety of our children, the increase in traffic,
pollution, crime and a $12 million tax expenditure must not be overlooked!
For more information call: Julie Diddell 232-9376 • Cathy Dudley 232-2942 • Jim Boyes 232-5716 • Lynne Barner 232-0376

Bring your kids and their piggy banks into a Valley branch and watch their
faces light up as they pour their coins into our VCoinWorksSM machine. They’ll see
nickels and dimes add up to dollars, and then they can use the money to open
a new Kids First Savings Club account. They’ll earn an incredible 4.00%
Annual Percentage Yield. And we’ll match up to the first $10 they deposit!
Kids without coins are welcome, too. Valley understands the importance of
saving, and that’s why we make it fun for kids to start early.
Stop into a Valley branch* today.

1-800-522-4100 ~ www.valleynationalbank.com

Banking / Just like it’s supposed to be.®
*VCoinWorks are available at most Valley branches. Call 1-800-522-4100 for the branch location closest to you. Valley will match up to the first $10 on initial deposit only. The Kids
First Savings Club account is available to children and teenagers under age 18. After the age of 21 the interest rate reverts to the regular Passbook rate. Minimum balance required
is $1.00. Rate accurate as of 4/17/01 and is subject to change without prior notice. Early withdrawal penalty if account is closed prior to 14 months. Certain restrictions may apply.
© 2001 Valley National Bank. Member FDIC. Member Federal Reserve System.
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