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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

LOBBY DRIVE-UP
MON.-WED. 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 8 a.m.-6 p.m.

THURSDAY 9 a.m.-7 p.m. 8 a.m.-7 p.m.

FRIDAY 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 8 a.m.-6 p.m.

SATURDAY 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

SUNDAY 9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 9:30 a.m-1:30 p.m.

SCOTCH PLAINS HOURS

Times Change.
“We’re opening on Sundays

in Scotch Plains just for you!”
Been putting off important banking business
because you’re short on time? Good news! We’ve
just expanded our hours to make it easier for you.

We’re now open on Sundays to fit in with your busy
schedule.

Other banks have told me I’m crazy to be open
this many hours, especially Sunday. I tell them,
“It’s about time!”

Working with you. For you. Unity.

2222 South Avenue, Scotch Plains
908•233•8009

unitybank.com
SBA Preferred Lender

EQUAL
HOUSING
LENDERMEMBER FDIC

Tony Feraro
President

SUNDAY
Free

Continental
Breakfast
Served!
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Parents Charge Favoritism
In Selection of Softball Team
By LAUREN S. PASS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE –The parents
of children who did not make the
borough’s new traveling girls soft-
ball team brought told the Borough
Council Tuesday night that there was
favoritism in the selection of girls
due to the fact that the coaches all
had children trying out, and their
children were picked.

Residents Beth Aranjo and Ken
and Christine Starkey had several
complaints regarding the tryouts held
for the traveling girls softball team in
the under 12 division. This is the first
year that the Mountainside Girls
Softball League will participate in
this division. Eighteen girls tried out
for the team, and 14 were chosen.

On the favoritism charge, Mrs.
Starkey stated that, “The coaches
daughters are not as good (as our
children).”

Recreation Director Sue Winans
responded, “Please do not question
my objectivity.” She added, “Five
(people) sat and made a unanimous
(decision); myself, Frank Masella
(Assistant Recreation Director), and
the three coaches.”

Ms. Winans continued, “There was
that chance that the coaches’ chil-
dren wouldn’t make the team. Every
time we have try outs, those who
don’t make it complain.”

The parents stated their desire to
have all the girls who tried out be
allowed on the team this year.

“It creates more problems than it
solves (to have too many kids),” Ms.
Winans explained. “Only nine (girls)
can play at a time, and everyone
would not be able to play enough.”

“I didn’t see the tryouts, and it’s an
unfortunate thing that has occurred.
I would like to think that (the team
was selected) fairly,” Councilman
Keith C. Turner stated.

“I’m sure Sue or the other coaches
didn’t single any kids out. Even on
the youth baseball level the kids who
were not picked were upset. It is a
very difficult decision,” Councilman
Paul N. Mirabelli added.

“We’re expanding our programs,
and we are not going back on the
decision (that was made). Maybe
next year you’ll have enough kids for
two teams,” Mountainside Mayor
Robert F. Viglianti stated.

The council also discussed a need
for expanding the permit parking for
the borough residents.

The permit lot, located behind the
borough’s library, gives
Mountainside residents priority for
permits. There is now a waiting list
of four people for the permit, which
costs $30 a month.

Mayor Viglianti posed to the coun-
cil the idea of, “opening up where the
pavers are (adjacent to the
Mountainside Rescue Squad Build-
ing) to the four (residents) on the
waiting list.”

The only days those spaces are
currently being used is on Thurs-
days when Municipal Court is in

session, according to Borough Ad-
ministrator and Police Chief James
J. Debbie, Jr.

Chief Debbie said, “On heavy court
days we (have to) park (cars) on the
baseball field.”

Councilman Turner said the coun-
cil should, “start with (using) five of
the 11 (spaces at that location), which
would be one more than we need.”

“Though this may be temporary,”
Mayor Viglianti cautioned, “if there
is still additional need for
Mountainside residents, we could
(install) pavers on the other side (of
the driveway to the municipal build-
ing). Though this is experimental,
we will petition the county now (to
pave the grass bordering the munici-
pal lot).”

Two Charged With Robbery
After Chase Ends in Collision

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD – Two people were
charged with robbery last week after
they allegedly stole a box of cigars
from a Scotch Plains pharmacy, then
led police on a half-mile chase which
ended when the suspects’ vehicle
struck a garbage truck and a police
car in Fanwood.

Jabbar L. Figgs, 28, and Christhel
Dunn, 38, both of Plainfield, were
apprehended June 6 following the
collision at the intersection of Terrill
and Patterson Roads, shortly before
2 p.m.

The pair had earlier fled the CVS
Pharmacy on Park Avenue after be-
ing approached by store employees
who felt they were behaving in a
suspicious fashion, according to Cap-
tain Joseph Protasiewicz of the Scotch
Plains Police Department.

When confronted, Dunn allegedly
sprayed the pharmacy personnel with
pepper spray, after which she and
Figgs fled the scene in a vehicle, the
captain said.

Scotch Plains Police Officer Kevin
Lonergan, who was responding to
the incident at CVS, was directed by
pharmacy personnel to the suspects’
vehicle, which he then began follow-
ing.

The vehicle, driven by Figgs, was
pursued into Fanwood, where it struck
a sports utility vehicle after turning
from Martine onto Midway Avenue,
Captain Protasiewicz revealed.

He said the vehicle also struck a
curb and blew out two tires – reduc-
ing its speed to about 10 miles per
hour. Authorities confirmed it was
not a high-speed pursuit.

Captain Protasiewicz said the sus-
pects’ vehicle then struck a garbage
truck and a Scotch Plains patrol car
operated by Patrolman Patrick Page
at the intersection of Terrill and
Patterson.

Figgs subsequently fled on foot
and was caught a couple of blocks
away in the rear yard of a Plainfield
residence, the captain revealed.

Figgs was charged with robbery,
eluding while operating a motor ve-
hicle, aggravated assault by causing
bodily injury to Officer Page, and
resisting arrest, Captain Protasiewicz
said. Dunn was charged with robbery.

Both Figgs, who complained of
chest pains, and Dunn, who sustained
minor injuries in the accident, were
treated at Muhlenberg Regional Medi-
cal Center in Plainfield and released
to the custody of the Scotch Plains
Police Department. Officer Page was
also treated at Muhlenberg and re-
leased. Authorities said the driver of
the garbage truck was not injured.

Figgs and Dunn were both held in
the Union County Jail in Elizabeth,
on bail amounts of $25,000 and
$15,000, respectively.

Chamber Events
JUNE

19th, Westfield Breakfast
Meeting, “The Transportation
View,” with NJ Transit Executive
Director Jeffrey Warsh, Westfield
“Y,” 7:45 a.m. Cost: $10 for Cham-
ber members, $15 for guests. Full
breakfast will be served.

19th, Garwood Chamber Meet-
ing, 6 p.m., Rusty’s 336 North
Avenue. Refreshments will be
served.

20th Westfield Chamber Board
Meeting, 5:30 p.m., Legg Mason,
140 Central Avenue.

21st Trip to the Nasdaq
MarketSite, including lunch, $15.
Details will be sent when registra-
tion is received.

26th Westfield Area Chamber
of Commerce Classic & Antique
Car Show, 6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.,
along Quimby and Elm Streets.

28th HOTLINC Home-Based
Business Luncheon, “Networking
& Promoting Your Business,” B.G.
Fields, 560 Springfield Ave.,
Westfield. Cost: $15.

JULY
5th, Farmer’s Market, 2 to 7

p.m., South Avenue Train Station
Parking Lot.

8th, Family Fest & Circus, 11
a.m. to 5 p.m., downtown Westfield.

12th, 19th, 26th, Farmer’s Mar-
ket, 2 to 7 p.m., South Avenue
Train Station Parking Lot.

24th, Chamber Classic & An-
tique Car Show, 6:30 p.m. to 9
p.m., Quimby and Elm Streets.

*  *  *  *  *
 “Chamber News” is a monthly

column that is prepared and submit-
ted by the Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce, 105 Elm Street, Westfield.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DARING TO BE DUNKED…Scotch Plains Mayor Martin L. Marks waited for
a contestant to throw a ball strong enough to dunk him in a giant tank of water.
The dunking tank was part of the festivities during Sunday’s Annual Classic Car
Show and Craft Fair in downtown Scotch Plains. The event is sponsored by the
Scotch Plains Business and Professional Association.

Girl Scout Council
Announces Tickets

For Water Park
WESTFIELD – The Washington

Rock Girl Scout Council, which in-
cludes the communities of Westfield,
Scotch Plains, Fanwood and
Mountainside, has announced that tick-
ets are now available for a “Fun Day”
to be held on Saturday, June 23, at
Mountain Creek Water Park in Vernon.

Tickets purchased in advance are
at a discounted price of $20 for those
ages 11 and above and $18 for those
ages 10 and under. Each ticket pur-
chased includes full-day admission
to the Water Park and lunch.

Tickets may be obtained through
the Council Service Center at 201
Grove Street in Westfield or by call-
ing (908) 232-3236. The offer is avail-
able to the public.

Talksomecents 
toyourkids.

Banking / Just like it’s supposed to be.®

1-800-522-4100 ~ www.valleynationalbank.com

[ [Introducing Valley’s

Kids First 
Savings
ClubSM

Bring your kids and their piggy banks into a Valley branch and watch their

faces light up as they pour their coins into our VCoinWorksSM machine. They’ll see

nickels and dimes add up to dollars, and then they can use the money to open

a new Kids First Savings Club account. They’ll earn an incredible 4.00%

Annual Percentage Yield. And we’ll match up to the first $10 they deposit!

Kids without coins are welcome, too. Valley understands the importance of

saving, and that’s why we make it fun for kids to start early. 

Stop into a Valley branch* today.

*VCoinWorks are available at most Valley branches.  Call 1-800-522-4100 for the branch location closest to you. Valley will match up to the first $10 on initial deposit only. The Kids
First Savings Club account is available to children and teenagers under age 18.  After the age of 21 the interest rate reverts to the regular Passbook rate.  Minimum balance required
is $1.00. Rate accurate as of 4/17/01 and is subject to change without prior notice. Early withdrawal penalty if account is closed prior to 14 months. Certain restrictions may apply. 
© 2001 Valley National Bank. Member FDIC. Member Federal Reserve System. 


