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Candidates for Governor Need
To Stand Up for Our Environment

Town Should Hire Local Persons
To Work on Deck, Parking Solutions

Westfield Town Council Asked
To Explore Deck Alternatives

I don’t want to hear candidates for
governor sling mud at each other on the
campaign trail. I do want to hear what
McGreevey, Franks and Shundler will
do to protect our health and our environ-
ment.

Like most New Jerseyans, I’m con-
cerned about high levels of hazardous
pollution in the state and how it may
affect my family’s health. Will our fu-
ture governor continue to allow New
Jersey residents to breathe poisonous air
and drink unhealthy water? Who will
ensure that school water fountains can
stay open without exposing students to
dangerous levels of toxic contaminants?
Who will clean up our air by requiring
new cars to pollute less?

When I vote, I will be looking for a
leader willing to work to implement
critical public health protections, like
those proposed by the New Jersey Public

Health Association and NJPIRG’s Envi-
ronmental Health Campaign - better
monitoring for pesticides and toxics,
programs to reduce pollution - standards
based on health.

I’m sure I’m not alone. When one of
the candidates for governor decides to
stand up for our health, we of the Garden
State will sit up and listen and vote
accordingly.

Nancy M. Boss
Westfield

As a Westfield resident, I am quite
aware that there have been many recent
discussions about parking alternatives
for the downtown shopping district and
train station. The main ideas being dis-
cussed are the construction of a parking
deck, or a valet parking lot combined
with a jitney service. Those on both
sides of these issues have very good
arguments both for and against.

However, at this point, some type of
change is inevitable. Therefore, I feel
that a larger issue needs to be consid-
ered. As residents, we all realize the
need for a solution to the parking situa-
tion downtown. Whatever that solution
may be, we should do all that is possible
to involve and benefit the residents of
our town.

There is no stopping some type of
“parking solution” in light of the recent
passage of a $700,000 funding ordi-
nance. Therefore, I would suggest to the
Town Council that in retaining the ser-
vices of professionals and in accepting
bids for certain projects in and around
town relating to parking, whether for
consulting on a deck or for services
provided by a valet company, prefer-
ence should be given to local business
and citizens in accepting proposals, hir-
ing labor, buying materials, etc.

A hiring preference or bid preference
to local residents makes sense for three
very obvious reasons: experience, com-
mitment and economics. Our citizens
understand our town and how Westfield’s
nuances affect the residents’ everyday
lives.

An out of town “expert” has no idea
that weekend shoppers in Westfield
refuse to use the South Avenue Train
Station or that the traffic on Prospect

Street and Elm Street is at full capacity
now. The second reason is that local
business people will be more dedicated
to “solving the problem,” as opposed to
merely providing a service. Someone
who has to live with the problems is
more likely to find an actual solution
than merely collect a check. And lastly,
through local hiring and local purchase
of supplies, our tax dollars will go back
into our town rather than into some other
community, thereby promoting our own
economic development.

No one disagrees that there is a need
for creative solutions to the parking prob-
lems. I am confident that some action
will be taken to rectify this situation.
Regardless of my position on the steps
that will be taken, I would feel much
better knowing that at least the council is
doing all it can to involve the citizens of
this town by not only listening to us but
also by hiring us.

Brian P. Donahue
Westfield

Building the proposed parking garage
in downtown Westfield would in itself
cause a major upset in the lives and well-
being of our citizens for at least a year
and a half.

1. Where will all the cars that now use
the site be parked?

2. Where will business employees and
customers park during this protracted
period?

3. Where will all the construction
workers and their equipment be parked?

4. How can we accommodate all the
construction noise, dust, traffic tie-ups
and accidents that will overwhelm three
of the busiest streets in the town?

5. How bad will the traffic bottlenecks
have to get before we realize that a
mistake has been made — building a
garage where it should not be?

6. How can we live with the fact that
this scheme cannot work out and we will
be saddled with a $12 million bonded
debt? A debt that we had no voice in
approving and that will burden us with
out-of-sight taxes.

Fellow residents, can we wake up
soon enough to tell our hardworking
council:

If we need parking relief, please,
please, before it is too late, try every
other alternative and explore every other
avenue.

Should we then find that a parking
garage is needed, then take a lesson from
Summit and place it on the periphery of
our downtown area and not in the heart
of Westfield’s thriving business district
and not on its most populated streets.

Charles Friedman
E. Marshall Palmer

Westfield

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane
words.

1. Atrabilious – Melancholic or hypo-
chondriac

2. Supawn – Boiled corn meal; mush
3. Clem – To starve or die of hunger
4. Buntons – Horizontal timbers in a

mine shaft used for support

SCORSE
1. To skip stones across the surface of

water
2. An immature Alaskan cod
3. The practice of cutting gems
4. To trade or barter

VRILLE
1. The sea swallow
2. A loud, shrilling noise
3. In aviation, a spinning nose dive
4. One of many deep trenches present

on the planet Venus

THEWS
1. Muscular power
2. The wooden peg used to fasten a

wagon wheel to its axle
3. A sneeze or an abrupt cough
4. Head lice

GROBIAN
1. A cabinet maker; especially, a mas-

ter cabinet designer
2. A fencing master
3. A person of rude or clownish man-

ners
4. A diamond cutter

Answers will appear in the next
issue.

Alan Augustine Led
By Example In State

Assemblyman Alan M. Augustine:
honorable and humble, caring and com-
passionate, spiritual and courageous.
Alan was a husband, father, friend and
politician. He had a wonderful smile
and a great sense of humor.

Alan was a politician for only one
reason – to help others. He sought no
higher office and shunned recogni-
tion. He worked quietly to fight for
what was right and just. The physi-
cally challenged, the children, and
the terminally ill are only a few groups
who benefited from legislation Alan
sponsored.

Our legislative district will never be
the same, not because of redistricting
but because we have lost a true Ameri-
can hero.

Alan led by example and our state is
a better place because by cared. Alan
Augustine made a difference and he
will be missed.

Pamela S. McClure
Westfield

Alan Augustine Will Be Missed But Never
Forgotten for His Years of Public Service

After a long bout with colon cancer, Alan M.
Augustine died Monday morning. But his life will
never be forgotten. For his extreme kindness, sincer-
ity and love of people changed the character of
typical Trenton politics.

In our front page story this week, his running mates
and former co-workers described the man as some-
one who will never be replaced in politics, nor in life.
He was one of a kind.

Scotch Plains residents knew Mr. Augustine the
best. He served them for over 20 years on the Scotch
Plains Township Council, and three terms as Mayor,
most recently in 1996 – his last year on that govern-
ing body. Among his numerous accomplishments at
the municipal level was the establishment of “The
Listening Post,” an initiative where the Mayor and
council were available to speak to residents on
Saturdays at the Municipal Building.

As a freeholder, he wanted most to help children,
senior citizens and those suffering from mental illness.

But Mr. Augustine never worked harder and im-
pacted more lives than he did in the State Assembly.
Consumers in the market for a pet can turn to Mr.
Augustine’s lemon law when purchasing a pet that is
later found to have some sort of serious ailment.

The handicapped, who have to put out thousands of
dollars when buying a motorized wheelchair, have a
similar regulation to assist them when the merchan-
dise turns out to be defective.

In addition to his legislative achievements, Mr.
Augustine had an extremely witty sense of humor.
He would try out his new “material” on his staff
before using it during a speech or appearance. He
made everyone feel comfortable when they were
meeting him for the first time.

A memorial service will be held next Sunday, June
24, in The Presbyterian Church in Westfield, where
Alan and his wife, Jeanne, were married and where
he had served as
an Elder.

We are sure
there will be a
tremendous out-
pouring of love
and respect for
this great man.
Mr. Augustine
will be missed
but never forgot-
ten.

High School Graduation Day Marks
Door to Adulthood for Class of ’01

worries. And we’d wager that most of you, in the
decades to come, will also have recurrent nightmares
in which you’ve either forgotten your locker combi-
nation or neglected to attend class all year long.

Graduation from high school is a major milestone
in one’s life, sort of like walking through the door
into adulthood. What this new stage in life means is
different for everyone. Some of you will head for
college in the fall, while others will choose to start
working immediately. Some may marry and start a
family relatively soon, while others will defer those
major commitments for years. Some of you may
know exactly where you want to go in life, while
others are still trying to figure it all out. Whatever
choices you’re making for the immediate future,
only you, the members of the Class of 2001, know
what is best for you. Resist the temptation to com-
pare yourself with your friends and peers in the years
ahead. Don’t measure yourself against others’ suc-
cesses and failures.

Henry David Thoreau wrote that everyone marches
to the beat of a different drummer. It is doing what
makes you feel fulfilled, not striving to keep up with
the crowd, that is most important in life. The world
needs people who are passionate about their life’s
work, whether it’s healing the sick, teaching our
children, creating a work of art, trying to solve
problems, fixing a car’s engine, inventing a needed
product, saving the whales, serving the public, open-
ing a business, keeping our communities safe or
donating time to a worthy cause.

Of course, there will be time for today’s high
school graduates to figure all of that out. For now,
though, savor the summer, relish the time with your
friends and family, and enjoy these final weeks
before you embark on the grand adventure known as
life. You will find it to be a fast-moving train, so hang
on and enjoy the ride. And, again, congratulations to
the Class of 2001.

Publisher’s Note:
A great guy...Alan Augustine. The

kind of person you like to meet and just
chat with; whether during a chance
encounter on an early Sunday morning
walk or within the crowds of the politi-
cal arena. A man with a real sense of
humor and a gentleman. That’s what I
remember most. Now that he’s gone, I
miss him. Well done, Mr. Augustine.

Horace R. Corbin
Publisher

Our heartiest congratulations to the hundreds of
area high school seniors who will be handed their
diplomas in the coming days. Graduation day is a
day for you to bask in the accolades of friends and
family and to be proud of yourself for a job well
done. The difficulties you may have faced in work-
ing out that calculus equation, or solving the peri-
odic table, or conjugating verbs in a foreign lan-
guage, or memorizing certain historical dates for
the final exam, or waking up in time to make your
first class will soon fade in memory, replaced, in
years to come, by the realization that these years
were relatively carefree and worry-free and filled
with mostly happy times.

High school is that short interregnum between
childhood and adulthood — where you are increas-
ingly treated and expected to act as an adult but still
are supposed to be home by a certain time and
subjected to some rules and limitations. You have a
great deal of freedom and yet most of you had dinner
on the table every evening, a roof over your head, a
place to sleep and an assumed sense of security.

In years to come, your freedom will expand as
widely as you allow it to.

You will be treated as an adult in all facets of your
life. No longer will slip-ups and mistakes be chalked
up to the fact that you’re still in the process of
growing up. Your missteps will be yours to deal with.
You’ll have to feed yourself, find a place to live, find
a job, pay bills and deal with the curve balls that life
will occasionally throw at you. And, in the process,
you’ll likely gain a greater appreciation for all of
your parents’ efforts on your own behalf.

And, as you grow older and life gets inevitably
more complicated, you may also look back on the
past few years as a relatively blissful time, despite all
the worries about grades, boyfriends and girlfriends,
peer pressures, appearances, clothes, cars, fitting in
and all the other crises that now seem like major

Letters to the Editor

Watchdog Needed to Oversee
State Government Practices

By PAUL J. PEYTON

In the midst of a projected $1 to $1.5
billion shortfall in Trenton’s coffers
comes several proposals to establish, or
re-establish in one instance, an indepen-
dent arm of state government for the
purpose of checks and balances on state
spending practices.

When he kicked off his second Guber-
natorial campaign in four years this
March, Woodbridge Mayor James E.
McGreevey quickly promised to bring
back the office of the Public Advocate,
which the candidate said was disbanded
by the Whitman Administration, along
with the State Commission on Investi-
gation (SCI), which Mr. McGreevey
claims was “gutted” by the former Gov-
ernor.

In his campaign kickoff speech, Mr.
McGreevey said the SCI would “crack
down on waste and mismanagement”
and hold all segments of state govern-
ment accountable to the taxpayers.

He indicated that had both the SCI and
the Advocate’s Office been in place,
“sweetheart” deals may not have been
approved for the E-Z Pass system and for
the new automobile emissions systems,
both of which caused considerable up-
roar. Mr. McGreevey believes that the
Advocate would have jumped in and
prevented state cuts in nursing home and
hospital inspectors.

Republican Gubernatorial candidate
Bob Franks has called for the establish-
ment of an auditor general, chosen
through a state-wide election. This
person’s position would be similar to the
state controller’s post in the State of
New York, currently held by Carl McCall.
Mr. Franks estimates that the office
would have an annual budget of around
$7 million, out of a current state budget
of $29 billion.

Jersey City Mayor and Republican
gubernatorial candidate Bret Schundler
has said he feels the Governor should
oversee spending in the state himself
and thus does not support another gov-
ernment office in this regard.

Instead, he has vowed to keep state
spending increases at less than the rate

of inflation. Mr. Schundler has said he
would dedicate 75 percent of the state
revenue surplus to property tax relief
and 25 percent to state tax relief.

On yet another proposal, Assembly-
man Richard H. Bagger of Westfield,
who chairs the Assembly Appropria-
tions Committee, has introduced legis-
lation that would create the equivalent of
the federal General Accounting Office,
or GAO, which oversees Congressional
spending.

Mr. Bagger’s legislation would estab-
lish a Joint Commission on Performance
Review and Evaluation which would
conduct investigations, as warranted, on
major spending initiatives such as the
school construction program.

The office would also conduct a seven-
year rotating schedule of reviews on all
state agencies.

The bottom line is there needs to be an
arm of government that conducts audits
and investigations on spending.

Mr. Bagger’s proposal seems the best
on the service, although concern here is
that this might create another level of
beauracracy unless it actually replaces
an existing agency – perhaps the Office
of Legislative Services.

Concern here with Mr. Franks’ plan is
that the Auditor General might be more
interested in seeking higher office (i.e.
Mr. McCall is running for Governor in
New York) than working for the taxpay-
ers of New Jersey. Would he or she
honestly seek to prevent or change pro-
grams by members of his or her own
party? Would that official be more inter-
ested in trying to defeat a Governor and
elected legislators when they are of dif-
ferent political persuasions?

Regardless of who our next Governor
is, there must be a system in place to
ensure that a watchdog is installed to put
up the halt sign when a particular spend-
ing program does not add up. Just who
that watchdog is remains the question.

*  *  *  *  *
Paul J. Peyton covers politics and

government for The Westfield Leader
and The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood.
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Antique, Classic Car Show
Set in Downtown Westfield
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Area Chamber of Commerce will
hold the first of three Westfield
Antique and Classic Car Shows on
Tuesday, June 26, 6:30 to 9 p.m.,
on Quimby and Elm Streets in
downtown Westfield.

The Westfield Classic Car Show
is free to the public. Thomas Lin-
coln Mercury will sponsor this car
show.

Westfield resident Neil Edelsack
will judge the entries and deter-
mine the winning cars. Trophies
will be awarded to cars in various
categories, including “People’s
Choice,” as well as the Chamber’s
trophy for “Best in Show” and the
“Sponsors Trophies” awarded by
each of the show’s sponsors.

The Downtown Westfield Cor-
poration will provide musical en-

tertainment featuring the Michael
Craig Band and the Dave
Leonhardt Trio as a kickoff to their
“Sweet Sounds Downtown.”

The jazz festival will be held
beginning Tuesday, July 3, through
Tuesday, July 31, from 7 to 9 p.m.
in the downtown.

Upcoming Classic Car Shows
will be held on Tuesday evenings,
July 24 and August 28. Quimby
Street and Elm Street, from North
Avenue to East Broad Street, will
be closed to traffic from 5 to 9 p.m.
for the events. There is limited
space for 100 cars to be on display.

For more information, please
call the Westfield Area Chamber
of Commerce at (908) 233-3021.
To register a car, please call Cham-
ber Chairman Darryl Walker at
(908) 654-4100.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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