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By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Area children can indulge in a little
pleasure reading while having lots of fun
when they enroll in the summer reading
programs offered by local libraries.

Mountainside Public Library is offer-
ing “2001: A Reading Odyssey” to all
school age Mountainside library card
holders. Children can set their own sum-
mer reading goals and keep a log of
books read. Bookmarks, stickers, prizes
and certificates will be awarded. Pre-
school children may participate by hav-
ing someone read to them.

Registration is required and begins Mon-
day, June 25. A summer celebration party
will be held on Thursday, August 9, at 11
a.m. for all summer reading participants.

For more details or to sign up, please
call the library at (908) 233-0115 or visit
it on Constitution Plaza.

The Scotch Plains Public Library is
also offering “2001: A Reading Odyssey.”
This is open to children pre-school to fifth
grade. Coloring pages and puzzle hand-
outs will be given each time a child regis-
tered in the program visits the library.

Registration starts Tuesday, June 26,
and the program runs until Friday, Au-
gust 3. A summer celebration will be held
on Tuesday, August 7.

For more information, please visit the
library on Bartle Avenue or call (908)
322-5007.

The Children’s Department of the
Westfield Memorial Library is present-
ing the “Castaways Club for Summer
Readers.” For every hour of reading this
summer, children get to vote a person,
animal or thing off one of three special
islands. Prizes are awarded to registrants
for a minimum of three hours of summer
reading.

This summer reading program is open
to all boys and girls who can read an
entire book on their own and are mem-
bers of the Westfield Memorial Library.
Children too young to read are invited to
join Westfield Memorial Library’s Lis-
tening Club. When the 20 book mark is
reached, each listener is awarded a cer-
tificate of merit and will be eligible to
select a prize from a special Treasure
Chest.

Westfield Memorial Library’s sum-
mer programs also include Twos-Day
Treats and Vacation Videos.

For more information, please call the
library at (908) 789-4090 or visit 550
East Broad Street.

Fanwood Memorial Library invites all
child card-holders to participate in “A
High Sea Adventure and Reading Trea-
sure.” Registration begins Saturday, June
16, and the program begins Monday,
June 25. The reading club is open to all
children who hold Fanwood Memorial
Library cards, but priority is given to
Fanwood residents.

A closing ceremony will be held in
September. The Fanwood Memorial
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WESTFIELD – The flute students
of Clarissa Nolde gave their annual
recital on Monday, June 4.

The evening opened with the mu-
sic of Bach and
Schubert performed
by Alison Ricardo and
Nicole Spera, both
third graders at
Jefferson Elementary
School in Westfield.
Nicole is participat-
ing in this year’s All
City Band, the only
third grader to be se-
lected.

Maryanna McCabe
and Adrienne
O’Rourke, both stu-
dents at Edison Inter-
mediate School in Westfield, per-
formed works by Haydn and Bach,
respectively. Stephanie Koleda, a
student at Park Middle School in
Scotch Plains, played Haydn “Ser-
enade.”

A selection of duets and trios by
students and Ms. Nolde followed. Sara
Schwartz and Kaitlin Carman, both
students at Terrill Middle School, dem-
onstrated their abilities on the piccolo
in two duets by Handel and King. This
section of the recital ended with the
“Finale” of the Beethoven Trio op. 87
by Elizabeth Grausso, Allison Grow,
and Ms. Nolde.

Pianist Mia Laine joined forces with
the flutists in the final portion of the
recital. Kaitlin Carman and Sara
Schwartz performed Bach and Handel,
respectively. Christina Rosa, a fresh-

man at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, performed the “Allegro molto”
from Haydn’s D Major Concerto.

Allison Grow, a freshman at

Westfield High School, played the So-
nata in E by Bach. She participated in
the 2001 New Jersey Flute Choir Day
at Drew University. In July, she will
attend the Academy of Music in
Gaithersberg, Md. for a weeklong se-
ries of masterclasses, lessons and
coaching by flutists of the New Jersey
Symphony Orchestra.

Elizabeth Grausso, a graduating se-
nior of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, ended the program with the
virtuosic “Concertino” by Cecil
Chaminade. She will attend Vanderbilt
University as a flute major and is the
recipient of many awards and honors,
including scholarships from the
Westfield and Plainfield Musical Clubs.
She also earned the Arion Brown
Award, a national award for musical
excellence.

What’s The Worst
That Could Happen?

Turns Out Not So Bad
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It’s a lazy Saturday night, four or
five months down the line. In fact, it
was a lazy week. You forgot to make
plans. You probably just feel like
vegging out and getting in touch with
your inner slothful self. But there’s
an unwritten law that says anything
less than attending the coronation
ball on Saturday night and you’re a
social flop.

Your friend Marty calls to see what
you want to do. Naturally, you reply:
“I don’t know, what do you wanna do
Marty?” This goes back and forth to
no avail. You both decide to go it
alone. And then, in a rare burst of
inspiration accompanied by the sud-
den singing of “Downtown” by Petula
Clark, you set out for the video store.
Hope springs eternal. Or at least for a
few minutes.

All that’s left on the shelf is What’s
the Worst That Could Happen? and
two even bigger losers. But cheer up.
You could do worse. You didn’t get to
the video store Saturday morning,
when all the good stuff is available,
because you didn’t want to admit that
you weren’t going to the coronation
ball that evening. So what did you
expect? Pearl Harbor, Shrek, Me-
mento, The Golden Bowl and all the
other A-list choices you’ve been want-
ing to see since their theatrical re-
lease have been snatched up.

So it’s Freddy Got Fingered, Town
and Country, or What’s the Worst
That Could Happen. Which makes it
a no-brainer.

In this meager company the film
based on the book by Donald E.
Westlake and directed by Sam
Weisman is practically Academy
Award material. And that’s with two
hands tied behind its back: both
Danny DeVito and Martin Lawrence
come up short of expectations, figu-
ratively speaking.

Granted, the popular co-stars in
this farce about two very different but
ultimately very similar crooks who
become embroiled in a War of The
Roses-style spite fight over the pos-
session of a “lucky” ring can’t help
but bring an inherent funniness to the
doings. But very little beyond that.

Whether it’s the poorly structured
direction, the untidy adaptation by
Matthew Chapman, or simply a lack
of inspiration, Lawrence is just a
notch above lacklustre as Kevin
Caffrey, a self-styled second story
man with a penchant for art — steal-
ing it that is. Ditto for DeVito as Max
Fairbanks, a so-called legitimate bil-
lionaire who has undoubtedly made
his fortune via every unconscionable
means in the book. Even in the ne’er-
do-well typecast, DeVito seems stale
and off center.

The tale of vendetta, reprisal and
counter-reprisal is told from the vantage
point of each warring protagonist’s
camp. Lawrence and his band of
Runyonesque robbers are depicted as a
collective David to Fairbanks’ far more
well equipped Goliath of sycophants
and highly paid toadies.

True, there’s a sly salute to the de-
mocratizing effects of the telecommu-
nications age as each side is able to
violate the other’s Constitutional right
to privacy with equal effect. But that’s it.
This is class warfare (instead of honor)
among thieves. The distinctions and par-
allels made between the criminal world’s
Haves and Wish-We-Had-Mores are
meant to be funny, in a Marxian sort of
way. Sometimes they are.

Max’s spying is accomplished by
chief of security Earl Radburn.
Played by Larry Miller with his
trademark brand of officious para-
noia, he hints of tarnished ties to
the FBI (“If they had listened to me,
there’d be a Disneyworld in Cuba
today”). Ascertaining the skinny for
Kevin and company is a hacker dude
in a van.

The espionage contest serves as a
gimmick, turning the film into a
series of split-screen play-by-plays
as one group tries to anticipate and
thus outwit the other. The technique
only serves to highlight the missed
connection between Messrs. DeVito
and Lawrence. It’s not that there’s
bad chemistry. More correctly, there
is no chemistry to go bad. For all
the interacting they do, they might
as well have phoned in their perfor-
mances.

The seams show. The movie pitches
and yaws. There is nary a fluid frame to
its credit. Much of the problem is the
picture’s inability to color outside the
lines — except in one area: supporting
performances. They are this film’s cav-
alry, charging to the rescue in a valiant
attempt to save the day. It is a minor
phenomenon at work. Oddball creativ-
ity flourishes.

Of course it’s a matter of too little
too late. But without exception, ev-
ery ancillary role is a laugh-getter.
Some perform quirky little sideshow
bits. And others, like a bickering pair
of married escape artist pals of
Kevin’s, supply the screenplay with
the sort of running gag that gives the
film a touch of comedy class.

But the real standout is William Fichtner
as Detective Alex Tardio, a gumshoe the
likes of which you have never seen before.
Gaily bedight in white suit and sporting a
walking stick, his silver-blonde hair coifed
and his face made up in a contemporary
paean to the court of Louis Quatorze, the
effetely over-the-top sleuth is a sheer hoot.
The portrayal begs for a future expansion,
and in and of itself is almost worth what
it’ll cost to rent this film. But don’t get
carried away.

Remember, this is only if you have
absolutely nothing better to do and the
video store has absolutely nothing bet-
ter to offer than What’s The Worst That
Could Happen? A lot could happen four
or five months from now. By then Marty
might know what he wants to do.

*  *  *  *  *
What’s The Worst That Could Hap-

pen?, rated PG-13, is an MGM release
directed by Sam Weisman and stars Mar-
tin Lawrence, Danny DeVito and William
Fichtner. Running time: 97 minutes.
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HONORED FOR SERVICE…Eileen O’Donnell, a member of the Westfield
Community Band’s flute section, was presented with the ensemble’s Annual
Service Award, which honors members of band who have worked to make the
band successful. Pictured, left to right, are: Barry Rosenberg, Ms. O’Donnell,
and Westfield Community Band Director Elias Zareva.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Com-
munity Band, under the direction of Elias
J. Zareva, recently hosted their Third
Annual Awards Dinner at The Westwood
in Garwood.

The band, which is set to begin their
89th season entertaining the Westfield
community on Thursday, June 21, initi-
ated the event to celebrate the camarade-
rie and volunteerism evident in forming
the ensemble.

Eileen O’Donnell, a member of the
band’s flute section, was presented with
the ensemble’s Annual Service Award,
which honors members of band who
have worked to make the band success-
ful.

A Westfield resident, she has worked
for several years as Publicity Chairper-
son, coordinating the annual yearbook,
as well as the publicity for the band’s

Christmas and summer concerts.
Ms. O’Donnell has performed with

the band for 19 years. A lifelong Westfield
musician, she has performed in numer-
ous musical groups on the flute, baritone
horn and percussion, including the
Westfield High School Concert and
Marching Bands. A film editor with Getty
Images in New York City, Ms. O’Donnell
is actively involved with the Mayor’s
Advisory Board for Westfield Commu-
nity Television.

The band is set to begin their season of
summer concert performances in
Mindowaskin Park on Thursday eve-
nings, June 21, 28, July 5, 12, and 19, at
8 p.m. These concerts will be sponsored
by the Westfield Recreation Commis-
sion, Bruce Kaufman, Director.

For more information, please call (908)
789-4080.

BIG WIN AT BUCKS…On June 1, Party Habits, a 30-minute scene written by
Westfield High School seniors Zach Karp and Gavin Shulman, was performed
at the Bucks County Playhouse Drama Competition. The scene was a comedy
about the characters and events one would meet at a typical suburban high
school party. The scene starred Joseph Nierle’s Drama 3 Class,  including Jon
Gerson, Ally Smith, Bridget Fitzpatrick, Mike MacKahey, Jesse Weiss, Pieter
Van Iperen, Josh Lieberman, Dania Aguero, Megan Rodd, Melanie
Zachariades, Erica Cenci, and Dan Spafford, as well as Zach and Gavin. The
scene garnered awards for Best Ensemble Acting, Excellence in Acting for
Bridget Fitzpatrick and Erica Cenci, Best Supporting Actor for Zach, and Best
Director for Gavin. Zach, who will attend Ithaca College in the fall, and Gavin,
who will enter Brown University, have plans to write together in the future,
and are convinced they are now one step closer to an Oscar.

WRITERS FROM WESTFIELD

CREATE WINNING SCENE

Library is located at North Avenue and
Tillotson Road in Fanwood and can be
reached by phone at (908) 322-4377.
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As I WasAs I WasAs I WasAs I WasAs I Was
Saying...Saying...Saying...Saying...Saying...

A column by freelancers from the
A&E section of The Westfield
Leader and The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood. Written whenever
the muse hits them.

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Monday morn-
ing, MSNBC splashed the execution
of Timothy McVeigh across the
screen with a staggering play-by-
play of what he would experience
from the lethal injection to be ad-
ministered at 7 a.m. in Terre Haute,
Ind.

I said a short prayer for him before
turning off the television and going
to work. I didn’t need to hear McVeigh
pronounced “dead” by the news an-
chor.

Approaching the corner of Cen-
tral Avenue and East Broad Street, I
turned my radio to AM (something
I rarely do) to hear what was going
on. There was something about hav-
ing to be “in the loop,” even in
something as gruesome as an execu-
tion.

“At 7:14 a.m., the sentence of death
by lethal injection was fulfilled,” war-
den Harley Lappin announced to the
press in a matter-of-a-fact voice. By
this time, I was gripping my steering
wheel, heading up Mountain Avenue.
I parked before hearing that McVeigh
chose not to deliver any final senti-
ments or apologies as originally
planned.

Though a supporter of the death
penalty, I felt some quiet remorse
while I turned off the ignition and got

out of the car.
The sidewalk was flooded with

children and teachers, employees and
administrators making their way into
The Presbyterian Church of
Westfield’s nursery school.

With brightly-colored backpacks
and bows in their hair, a string of
little girls skipped toward the door,
expecting the day to be filled with
learning, security and friends. And,
then it hit me. These children, much
like those going to daycare at the
building in Oklahoma City were ex-
pecting the same kind of day.

Their parents or guardians
dropped them off and embraced
them without the knowledge that
this would be the last time they
would see them alive.

The man, who after killing these
children called them “collateral
damage,” had taken his last breath.
Surely, there would be recaps and
interviews with the victims’ fami-
lies and survivors throughout the
week, glossy magazine covers and
six-column photos on the front page
of every newspaper. The media will
milk the execution beyond its mes-
sage.

In the wake of Timothy
McVeigh’s death and the atrocity
he caused in the lives of so many
people, it is time we finally put the
tragedy to rest.
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SCOTCH PLAINS – Nine stu-
dents from the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS)
Music Department will tour seven
countries in Europe this July with
the American Music Abroad Honor
Choir.

Accepted by the program at the
recommendation of the head of
SPFHS’s choral music department,
Laurie Wellman, the students will
give planned and impromptu con-
certs throughout The Netherlands,
Belgium, Germany, Switzerland,
Italy, Austria and France.

The students included in the choir
are Ryan Aspell, Carolyn Barnett,
Katie Downey, Lenore McMillion,
Abigail Nichols, Delsa Slaugh,
Howard Smith, Nora Weber and Ian
Wehrle.

After a pre-tour rehearsal and fare-
well concert at Millersburg Univer-
sity in Pennsylvania starting on
Tuesday, July 3, the students will
leave for Europe. They will return
to the United States after compet-
ing their concert tour on Sunday,
July 22.

Additionally, two SPFHS instru-
mentalists will tour with the Ameri-
can Music Abroad Honor Program.
As well as singing in the choir,
Howard Smith will play with the
Jazz Band. Bruce Smith will tour
with the Symphonic Band.

Both Howard and Bruce are stu-
dents of Vincent Turturiello, head of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood school
district’s Music Department.
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A VOICE FOR OTHERS…API Recording Artist and Mountainside’s own
Kassy Michaels joined WPLJ 95.5 FM radio personality and Westfield native
Joe Nolan and other celebrities during the Valerie Fund’s 25th Annual Celeb-
rity Sports Dinner on Thursday, May 17, to help raise money to fight cancer.

MOUNTAINSIDE – API Record-
ing Artist and Mountainside’s own
Kassy Michaels joined WPLJ 95.5
FM radio personality and Westfield
native Joe Nolan and other celebri-
ties during the Valerie Fund’s 25th
Annual Celebrity Sports Dinner on
Thursday, May 17, to help raise
money to fight cancer.

The Valerie Fund has been sup-
porting comprehensive health care
services for children with cancer and
blood disorders since 1976.

This year’s event was emceed by
Mr. Nolan, who introduced Ms.
Michaels before she performed the

National Anthem to open the
evening’s festivities.

The dinner honored CEO of
YankeeNets Dr. Harvey W. Shiller.
Celebrity athletes in attendance in-
cluded Mike Plant, Mark Semioli,
Lomas Brown, Luke Petitigout, Earl
Monroe, Jim Goff, Willis Reed,
Whitey Ford, Jason Whittle, Albert

King, Amani Toomer and George
Westbrook.

During the evening, the Valerie Fund
Video, featuring Ms. Michaels’ song
“Faith.” She has donated the use of the
song, which appears on her debut API
Records release.


