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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Michelle H. LePoidevin for The Westfield Leader
BUT, THE LIGHT WAS GREEN!…Police evaluate the damage incurred by an enormous truck trying to make a turn
from East Broad Street onto Elm Street. The truck, which was trying to make it’s way through heaps of traffic on Monday,
knocked over a traffic light and damaged shrubbery and flowers planted that morning by members of the Garden Club
of Westfield.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
PICKY, PICKY…Westfielders followed the credo, “Someone else’s trash is someone else’s treasure,” while placing their
used wares curbside for collection. CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Construction on Westfield High School
Addition Slated to Begin In January

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

During its meeting Tuesday night,
the Westfield Board of Education
took a closer look at the timeline for
renovations to Westfield High School
(WHS), which were supported by
the $21 million referendum passed
by voters in December.

Construction is scheduled to begin
in January of 2002 and is set for
completion in November of 2003.

David R. Fraytak from Faridy Veisz
Fraytak, P.C. presented the board
with both indoor and outdoor dia-
grams of the 55,000-square-foot ad-
dition to the science wing and other
renovations to take place at WHS.
Though the complete design devel-
opment is slated to be finalized by
Friday, June 15, some specific class-
room designs have not been done
yet.

Mr. Fraytak acknowledged the

close working relationship his firm
has had with WHS Principal Dr.
Robert G. Petix and various faculty
members, to complete the classroom
designs in order to best meet
everyone’s needs.

Mr. Fraytak stated that the addi-
tion will “greatly improve (the air)
circulation throughout the building.”

Mr. Fraytak went over the three
phases of the construction. Phase
one begins with the new construc-
tion to the science wing. Upgrades
and renovations to the existing build-
ing will start in June of 2002. Though
they will not be complete until Octo-
ber of 2002, they will be substantial
enough for occupancy when school
begins that September.

Once the addition is complete stu-
dents can “move to the new labs and
we can renovate the old (labs),” Mr.
Fraytak explained. “Phase three in-
cludes all the rooms we were unable

to access before” due to construction
and classroom needs.

Board member Richard Solomon
questioned how the removal of as-
bestos would be handled.

“Most (of the asbestos) is in the
heating plant,” Superintendent of
Schools Dr. William J. Foley stated.

Mr. Fraytak responded that the
asbestos “is an issue, but it can be
encapsulated,” through a heating pro-
cess, rather than chipping it away,
which causes it to spread.

The board also looked at plans for
the new Girls’ Athletic Complex
(GAC). The facility is proposed to be
adjacent to the existing field house at
Gary Kehler Stadium on Rahway
Avenue. The GAC will be used by
the girls tennis, lacrosse and track
teams.

“The girls are already there (using
the field). They don’t have a place to
go to the bathroom, change their
clothes or go inside when it is rain-
ing,” board member Kimberly
Rhodes stated.

Though the prospect of building

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Recreation Board
Considers New

Fields at Tamaques
By DEBORAH MADISON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Westfield Recreation Commission
Chairman Keith S. Hertell has asked
commission members to consider
construction of two new ball fields in
a wooded area of Tamaques Park.

During its monthly meeting Mon-
day night, Mr. Hertell, several com-
mission members and new Director
of Recreation M. Bruce Kaufmann,
hosted a walk-through of the unde-
veloped area of Tamaques Park.

Westfield Mayor Gregory S.
McDermott and Third Ward Coun-
cilman Neil F. Sullivan, Jr. also at-
tended the tour.

The area, nicknamed, Area 51, is
approximately six acres of woods
and clearing located behind the bas-
ketball courts off of Lamberts Mill
Road. There is an access driveway to
the area off of that street. This area
comprises more than two-thirds of
Tamaques Park, Mr. Hertell said.

It is currently used by the Depart-
ment of Public Works to dispose of
street and yard debris. It has also
become the dumping ground for a
variety of large waste, such as old
pipes, streetlight posts, metal scraps
and an old boiler.

According to Mr. Hertell, the se-
cluded, wooded area has also be-
come an unsafe hangout for local
teens.

Mr. Hertell told the commission
members to consider the future de-
velopment possibilities for this area.
In lieu of the shortage of recreational
fields, this area could be turned into
two rectangular fields with ample
space for adjacent parking. This could
be accomplished without taking down
most of the trees in the area and
without adding any more traffic to
the park’s existing roads, because it
could have separate access and egress
onto Lamberts Mill Road. The area
is approximately 900 feet from the
closest house, buffered by a stream
and thick woods.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Health, Wellness Spa Conditionally
Okayed by Westfield Planning Bd.

By JAMES FOERST
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

On Monday evening, the Westfield
Planning Board gave the green light
to construction of a health and
wellness spa, which is slated to open
in early spring of 2002 on South
Avenue.

The board conditionally approved
the application of Westfield resident
Barbara Mitchell to convert the struc-
ture located at 740 South Avenue
from a two-family residential struc-
ture into the 5,076-square-foot spa
facility which will be named “On
The Side.”

Although the area does retain much
of its residential character, it was
converted sometime ago into a re-
stricted commercial zone.

Ms. Mitchell’s proposal calls for
the interior renovation of the prop-
erty, as well as the addition of a
parking lot in the rear. The applicant
intends to conduct exercise classes
primarily in strength training, “spin-
ning aerobics” and yoga. The facility
will house a day spa featuring private
yoga instruction, therapeutic mas-
sage sessions, as well as skin and
body care. The spa will also feature
a cafe offering a variety of health
foods and fresh juices as well as an
indoor garden area.

In conditionally approving the
application, the board struggled with
the apparent lack of parking at the
proposed facility. The building re-
quires between 18 and 21 on-site
parking spaces, one for every 250 to
300 feet of commercial space, ac-
cording to the board. The plan called
for 13 on-site spaces with an addi-
tional five spaces leased from ad-
joining businesses. This shared park-
ing arrangement is authorized by
ordinance so long as the shared spaces
are “within 500 feet” of the property.

The board was troubled by the
applicant’s statement that classes
conducted at the facility could in-

clude up to 20 participants. The vol-
ume of parking with the addition of
five full-time and three part-time

employees “would create a strain on
South Avenue,” noted one board

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
TENSE MOMENT…Authorities, including members of the Union County Bomb Squad, confer during investigation of
an incident Tuesday night in which a suspicious-looking briefcase with a wire protruding from the top was discovered
under a first-floor stairwell at the Westfield Memorial Library. The building was evacuated for the duration of the
investigation, which revealed the suitcase was empty and posed no threat.

Insurance Agency Owner Arrested
For Assaulting Mountainside Officers

By STEPHEN CHIGER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

A Cranford resident was charged
with aggravated assault and disor-
derly conduct after using a chainsaw
to cut into a large utilities closet
which was the subject of a dispute at
a Springfield Avenue, Mountainside,
business on Tuesday afternoon.

August Branna, 66, was arrested
by Mountainside police at about 4
p.m. after he tried to gain access to
the closet adjoining The Branna
Agency, an insurance firm located in
the Mountainside Crossing office
complex, and an unnamed business
moving into the space next door.

Police said that when they tried to
take Branna into custody, he resisted
arrest and assaulted two officers,
Sergeant Joseph Giannuzzi and Pa-
trolman Thomas Norton, who ar-
rived on the scene to assist Patrol-
man James Urban.

Mountainside Police Lieutenant
Todd Turner said it was his under-
standing that the chainsaw was not
used in the assault.

The police report stated, “As a
result of Mr. Branna’s actions, both
police officers were assaulted which
resulted in my (Sergeant Giannuzzi)
right forearm being cut and abraised
(sic). Patrolman Norton was struck
in the left side of his face in addition
to his right forearm being abraised
(sic).”

“Officers sustained minor injuries
as a result of the scuffle that ensued,”
said Lieutenant Turner. “Aside from

that, there were no major injuries to
any party, including the suspect.”

Sergeant Giannuzzi and Officer
Urban spoke with the operator of
The Branna Agency, Penelope
Branna, and an unidentified neigh-
bor about a conflict over the rights to
a sealed-off closet space between the
adjoining offices.

According to a police report, Mrs.
Branna had charged that the new
business, which had purchased two
condominiums above her insurance
agency, were encroaching on space
she owned thus preventing the Branna
Agency access to their utilities.

Both groups had been told that this
matter was of a civil nature and to
contact their attorneys to either re-
solve the issue or represent them in
court.

As police were preparing to leave
the scene, August Branna arrived at
the area. He told police to leave and
retrieved a chainsaw from his car,
which he then used to cut into the
disputed space, throwing wooden
planks with protruding nails onto a
nearby public sidewalk.

When police tried to arrest him for
disorderly conduct, Branna fought
them. According to the police report,
he told the officers, “I’m on my own
property, what can you do?” When
advised by police that he would be
arrested if he continued in this man-
ner, Branna replied, “Go ahead, ar-
rest me, you can’t do nothing.”

He has been charged with two
counts of both aggravated assault

and resisting arrest, and one count
each of criminal mischief, criminal
trespass, and disorderly conduct.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Council Adopts
Ordinance to Fund

Design of Deck
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Town Council took
action Tuesday night to move ahead
with setting up a funding source to
proceed with improvements to the
town’s parking system as highlighted
by construction of a parking deck or
decks.

In an 8-0 vote, the governing body
adopted an ordinance to set up a
$700,000 funding source for capital
improvements to be made to the
town’s parking system. The money
will help fund “the design, construc-
tion management and other profes-
sional services related to the installa-
tion of a municipal parking garage or
garages,” through issuance of bond
anticipation notes.

The firm to be hired will follow the
process leading to the hiring of a
contractor and management of the
project if the council moves ahead
with a deck.

First Ward Councilman Peter
Echausse, a member of the Finance
Committee and staunch opponent of
a parking deck on lots 1 and 8 at Elm
and Prospect Streets, said the gov-
erning body must now work to de-
velop a “game plan” on how the town
moves ahead on improving parking.

In the past few months, opponents

of an Elm and Prospect deck have
been attending council meetings to
protest the idea. Mayor Gregory S.
McDermott said the council has yet
to settle on a location for the deck.
The council had initially agreed to
build a deck on lots 1 and 8 last
summer.

However, a facility at lots 1 and 8
has not been ruled out, according to
Neil F. Sullivan, Third Ward Coun-
cilman and Chairman of the Trans-
portation, Parking and Traffic Com-
mittee.

The councilman has also requested
that the governing body go out for a
second round of request for propos-
als (rfp) on the deck consultant, not-
ing the previous rfp – which yielded
three prospective firms – was con-
ducted last year.

Residents in the area of the pro-
posed Elm and Prospect structure
viewed the approval of the ordinance
as a done deal. Thus, many focused
on persuading the council to put the
final decision on whether to build a
deck before voters as a referendum.

“The final vote should rest with
the citizens,” stated John Devitt of
Highland Avenue.

Mayor McDermott indicated that
the council could not even begin to
discuss a voter referendum until a
determination on the location, size
and cost of a deck are determined.
Several council members have said
they oppose a referendum.

The council would likely issue
bonds in order to finance a deck,
according to Finance Committee
Chairman Matthew P. Albano. Two-
thirds vote of the nine-member gov-
erning body would be necessary to
adopt a bond ordinance.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Douglas M. Fasciale
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

by the Supreme Court of New Jersey

Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas, LLP
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DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com
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New Brunswick, NJ 08901
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Flats of
Annuals

Flats of Joy

ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House& The Gift House

Sweet Spire

Good Thru
06/12/01

Veronica
•Fragrant Flowers
•Full Sun or Shade
•Great Fall Color
•Owners Favorite

•Fragrant Flowers
•Full Sun or Shade
•Great Fall Color
•Owners Favorite

Help us clear the way
for our bigger sized annuals
Help us clear the way
for our bigger sized annuals

88
Now $12.

#2 Reg. $14.99

•Long Bloomer
•Good Cutflower
•Deer Resistant

•Long Bloomer
•Good Cutflower
•Deer Resistant

$2 Off

Reg $15.99-$17 flat

Perennial of the Week

$5 Off
#3 Reg. $29.99

TUESDAY, MAY 29
• An Irving Avenue resident reported

that his six-speed Royce Union bicycle,
valued at $200, was stolen from the
south side Westfield train station.

• Four Westfield residents were ar-
rested at Kimball Avenue and Kimball
Turn and charged with possession of an
alcoholic beverage while underage, af-
ter being stopped for a motor vehicle
violation. The four were later released
on their own recognizance.

SATURDAY, JUNE 2
• Two men were arrested on South

Avenue, West, and charged with posses-
sion of alcohol while underage. Both
were subsequently released on their own
recognizance.

SUNDAY, JUNE 3
• A resident of the 500 block of Co-

lonial Avenue reported that unknown
persons scratched the hood and the length
of the driver’s side of her motor vehicle
while it was parked on the street where
she lives.

• Daryl Wynn, 39, of New York City
was arrested in a municipal lot and
charged with disorderly conduct for al-
legedly smashing several glass liquor

bottles on the pavement. He was re-
leased on his own recognizance.

MONDAY, JUNE 4
• Benjamin Hertz, 20, of Elizabeth,

John Thompson, 21, of Westfield and
Mark Rotondo, 21, also of Westfield
were arrested at Washington Street and
Carleton Road and charged with posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana. The three were subsequently
released on their own recognizance.

• A North Cottage Place resident re-
ported the theft of a gold wedding band,
valued at $1,500, from her residence.
There were no suspects in the case at
press time.

• The United Fund of Westfield, head-
quartered at the north side Westfield
train station, reported that unknown in-
dividuals did various damage there, in-
cluding tearing down boards and three
handicapped parking signs and breaking
concrete car-stopping blocks.

• A resident of Shadowlawn Drive
reported the theft of his 26-inch moun-
tain bicycle from the bicycle rack at the
south side Westfield train station. The
bicycle cable and lock were also discov-
ered missing.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield BOE
the GAC on the Lincoln School side of
the field has not been completely dis-
missed, it would incur a higher cost. In
order to build the GAC there, bleachers
would have to be removed and re-
placed, along with a $90,000 addi-
tional cost in order to connect electric-
ity to the building.

“The board recognizes positive and
negative aspects (of building the GAC
on Rahway Avenue). There will be
better usage of the facilities if they are
next to one another,” Ms. Rhodes ex-
plained.

Ms. Rhodes went on to say that the
“original proposal (for the GAC in this
location) came from the citizens.”

The board also approved the transfer
of staff members Susan Glick and
Judith Cologna from Jefferson Elemen-
tary School to McKinley Elementary
School for the 2001-2002 school year.
Ms. Glick and Ms. Cologna are in-
structors for the upper and lower Spe-
cific Learning Disabilities classes.

Dr. Foley stated that this move “of-
fers the best opportunity for these two
programs to stay together. We will have
to look at future space needs, but now
McKinley is the best choice.”

Parent Mary Jo Gradel stated, “The
program has been moved nine times in
the past seven years (and that) the
superintendent has promised (the pro-
gram would stay at McKinley for) five
years.”

Ms. Rhodes said she “hopes (the
program stays at McKinley) for five
years.”

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
A NOBLE CAUSE…To show their opposition of the United States Navy’s
bombing exercises on the island of Vieques, off the east coast of Puerto Rico,
residents signed petitions during a rally sponsored by the Union County
Committee for Peace and Justice. The rally, held at the First United Methodist
Church last Sunday, saw a turnout of about 30 people from the surrounding
area.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Day Spa
member.

According to Ms. Mitchell, the
board conditioned the approval on
the submission of a traffic study after
the business has been opened for a
trial period.

“I think this is a very exciting and
unique idea,” commented board
member Martin Robbins. This senti-
ment was shared by the board.

The Westfield Sleep Center will
be expanding its facility. A divided
board approved an application by
DeStefanis Properties, L.L.C. to en-
close a rear portion of the 325 South
Avenue property to provide the busi-
ness with more storage.

Members of the board disagreed
over the application, wanting to see
greater quality improvements than
those proposed.

Board member Vic Trzesniowski
commented, “If this board sees fit,
do we require expensive additions
and onerous conditions on minor
improvements?”

Board member William Ziff retorted
that “even though this is only a modest
improvement, all improvements should
be somewhat attractive.”

Board member William Christie
noted that although they did not have
the power to compel the property
owner to clean up his property, he
suggested that the rear “parking area
be cleaned and paved.”

DeStefanis Properties has slowly
acquired several of the properties at
or near the corner of Summit and
South Avenues. The Westfield Sleep
Center property was acquired in July
2000.

Richard DeStefanis, the principal
of DeStefanis Properties stated, “I
have been slowly improving the
property as my budget will allow. I
intend to continue to improve the
buildings including a new front and
rear facade of brick and stucco, as
well as resurfacing the parking lot
in the rear.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Recreation Board Considers
New Fields at Tamaques
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Franklin & Marshall
Grants Degree

To Bryan Graye
AREA – Franklin & Marshall Col-

lege in Lancaster, Pa. awarded a degree
to Bryan Graye of Westfield during com-
mencement ceremonies held on Sunday,
May 13.

Bryan, a biology major, is a 1997
graduate of Westfield High School. A
Dean’s List student, Bryan participated
in the preceptorship program at
Lancaster General Hospital, was a mem-
ber of the men’s varsity lacrosse team,
and participated in the study abroad
program during his junior year.

Bryan is the son of Dr. and Mrs. Philip
Graye of Westfield.

Lafayette College Posts
Names of Area Graduates

AREA – Residents from Berkeley
Heights, Westfield and Mountainside
graduated from Lafayette College in
Easton, Pa. during commencement cer-
emonies held on Saturday, May 19.

Felicia Marie Turturiello of Berkeley
Heights received an Bachelor of Arts
Degree in Psychology. Benjamin
Harrison Jacobs of Mountainside was
granted a Bachelor of Arts Degree in
Biology. Stephen Jay Chiger of Westfield
received a Bachelor of Arts Degree in
English. He graduated Summa Cum
Laude, earning the Phi Beta Kappa dis-
tinction, Class of 1883 Prize and Gilbert
Prize.

William Russell Hedden, 3rd of
Westfield received a Bachelor of Arts
Degree in Economics and Business.

Molly Christine Phelan of Westfield
earned a Bachelor of Arts Degree in
Biology. She graduated Summa Cum
Laude, with Honors in Biology, Phi Beta
Kappa and Delta Phi Alpha distinction.

Andrew Christian Stotler of Westfield
received a Bachelor of Science Degree in
Civil Engineering.

“As we put together a Master (Recre-
ation) Plan, we need to consider how to
best utilize this property for the benefit of
the entire community,” Mr. Hertell said.

“The existing natural barriers and dis-
tance from any houses make this an ideal
area to develop for recreation,” he added.

During the monthly Recreation Com-
mission meeting that followed the walk-
through, Mr. Kaufmann introduced his
new staff to commission members. Re-
cently hired Program Coordinator Tracy
Kastner will start her new position in
mid-June.

The position of Recreation Depart-
ment secretary has been filled by Tracy
Fooster and the position of Secretary to
the Director has been filled by Joanne
Cuppari.

The position of Assistant Director will
remain open until Mr. Kaufmann has had
an opportunity to determine exactly what
that job will entail, in the future, he said.

Mr. Kaufmann reported to the com-
mission that he met with Mr. Hertell,
Superintendent of Schools Dr. William J.
Foley and the School Business Adminis-
trator and Board Secretary Robert A.
Berman to discuss coordinating field
maintenance equipment purchases to
avoid duplication of purchases. He said
that the board of education was receptive
to the idea.

The Westfield Board of Education and
the Recreation Department also dis-
cussed coordinating the scheduling of
field use under one department. That
decision has not yet been reached.

Mr. Kaufmann reported that some of
the Summer Sports Camp programs have
been confirmed and flyers with registra-
tion forms will be going out shortly.
Some of the programs have not yet been
confirmed, but they hope to re-establish
all of the programs that were offered last
year. Residents are advised to call the
Recreation Department to find out the
status of any program not listed on the
flyer.

The new photo I.D. system for the
Westfield Memorial Pool is in the pro-
cess of being put into place. The com-
puter software is being installed and the
commission expects to be able to begin
the transition over to the new system in
August.

Previous members can switch their
old cards for the new photo I.D.s over the
summer.

Mr. Kaufmann met with the pool
project, engineering designers from
Schoor DePalma Engineers & Design
Professionals. They outlined a time-line
for construction, which entails pouring
the concrete next spring and an esti-
mated completion date of June 1, 2002.

However, Mr. Hertell pointed out, that
if there is an unusually cold or rainy
spring, that completion date could be
delayed. In the event of a delayed pool
opening date, the public will be informed
ahead of time.

A fence was approved by the Recre-
ation Commission to protect a resident’s
house from stray balls coming from
Gumbert ball field. The resident com-
plained to the commission over a year
ago that numerous fly balls were hitting
his house during games. The fence, which
will cost $3,200, will extend the back-
stop down the third base line, 20-feet
high, in order to prevent the balls from
leaving the field.

Mr. Kaufmann reported that he met
with Department of Public Walsh Direc-
tor Kenneth B. Marsh and the residents
concerned about the future of Brightwood
Park last Friday. He said that the results
of that meeting was positive and the
residents said that they were pleased that
the commission has been responsive to
their concerns about not over-develop-
ing the naturalistic park.

Mr. Marsh told the commission that
$50,000 has been appropriated to clean

up Brightwood Park, which will include
clearing the trails and adding aerators to
the pond.

Mr. Hertell told the board that all let-
ters coming to the Recreation Commis-
sion will be copied and shared with each
commission member, so that every mem-
ber will be apprised of all communica-
tions from town residents.

Mr. Hertell also told the commission
that he would like to send out a town-
wide mailing to get a consensus on what
Westfield residents would like to see
implemented by the commission.

The Recreation Commission usually
meets the first Monday of the month at
the Recreation Office. The next meeting
will be held, however, at the pool build-
ing on Scotch Plains Avenue at 7:30 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Police Attack
Lieutenant Turner said that the case

would be heard before a Union County
Superior Court judge and that Branna’s
first appearance would most likely be
next week.

Branna was released after posting
$12,000 bail.

Employees at The Branna Agency
said they did not know the name of the
business moving in next door. Mr. and
Mrs. Branna could not be reached for
comment at press time.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SUPPORTING YOUR ALMA MATER…Close to 100 Caldwell College alum-
nae returned to the campus on Saturday, May 5, to renew old friendships and
celebrate their alma mater during Reunion Weekend 2001. Pictured, above,
several members of the Alumni Reunion Committee presented President Sister
Patrice Werner with a $25,000 check in support of the Caldwell College
Scholarship Fund. Pictured, left to right, are: Teresa (Gibbons) O’Boyle,
Patricia (Conway) Knodel of Mountainside, Helen (Hoey) Demers, Sister
Patrice, Camille Cronin-Reinhold, and Lisa Kettell.

Council Adopts Ordinance
To Fund Design of Deck

Elm Street resident Julie Diddell said
the ordinance setting up funding for
parking improvements appears to indi-
cate that its passage will ultimately
result in the installation of a downtown
deck. She suggested that wording in
the ordinance be changed to focus on
seeking answers to the town’s traffic
safety and parking problems.

Village Green resident Thomas Stout
indicated that council members could
be subject to the state’s recall vote if
they move ahead with plans for a deck
without putting the matter before vot-
ers. Alan Solomon of Orenda Circle
added that the $700,000 ordinance
breaks down to “$24 for every man,
woman and child” in Westfield.

Citing some 40 vacant parking
spaces at the train station, West Dudley
Avenue resident Jacqueline Brevard
said she does not see why a parking
facility is necessary.

Speaking in favor of a deck was
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
President Darrell Walker, who indi-
cated that additional parking capacity
is needed in Westfield to maintain the
downtown’s strong economy.

W. Jubb Corbet of Colonial Place, a

former Councilman and deck supporter,
said there is “no logic” to placing an
800-space garage on Elm and Pros-
pect, noting that he believes a facility
there should be more in the range of
400 spaces.

Cowperthwaite Place resident Saul
Drittel emphasized that the February
2000 report by Rich and Associates, the
town’s parking consultant, recom-
mended that two decks be built of around
400 spaces each, on the north and south
sides of town, not one giant garage.

In other business, the council ap-
proved a resolution to ratify a contract
with the Communication Workers of
America (CWA) Local No. 1040, a
bargaining unit that represents 35 em-
ployees including police dispatchers,
secretaries and other support staff in
Town Hall.

The new, three-year pact, retroactive
to January 1, includes pay hikes aver-
aging 4 percent over the length of the
agreement. The council’s action autho-
rized the Mayor to sign the agreement.

A final contract will be drawn up and
reviewed by both sides before it is made
available to the press, explained Assis-
tant Town Administrator James Gildea.


