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New SP Treasurer
To Begin By July 2

Fanwood Police Save Area Resident
With Newly-Acquired Defibrillator

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

It is hoped that a new township
finance director will be officially
confirmed by the Scotch Plains Town-
ship Council at its meeting next Tues-
day night.

Township Manager Thomas E.
Atkins told The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood earlier this week
that he has “zeroed in on a single
candidate” and that “it looks very
good” for the final appointment of
the individual, whom he declined to
name.

The new finance director, who
would likely begin his duties on
Monday, July 2, will replace Will-
iam Polidore, who was arrested in
late April and charged with embez-
zling at least $150,000 from town-
ship coffers. Shortly after his arrest,
Mr. Polidore, who had been in his
post for about two years, was dis-

missed from his position.
Mr. Atkins said candidates for the

position came to him from “several
different people who called me about
candidates who might be interested.”

On a related matter, he said the
township’s auditors are wrapping up
their audit of the municipal
government’s finances, an examina-
tion that should provide a clear pic-
ture of exactly how much Mr. Polidore
may have embezzled.

Once the audit is completed within
the next week or so, a report will be
turned over to Mr. Atkins and mem-
bers of the Township Council.

“Then we’ll know what we have
to do here from a financial manage-
ment standpoint,” Mr. Atkins said.
The auditor’s report will also be
forwarded to Union County Pros-
ecutor Thomas V. Manahan for pos-
sible use in the prosecution of Mr.
Polidore.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Bowcraft Continues
Effort to Gain Approval

For Water Park Proposal
By DEBORAH MADISON

Specially Written for The Times

Two expert witnesses, a profes-
sional planner and a water park de-
signer, testified on behalf of Bowcraft
Amusement Park during the con-
tinuation of a public hearing on the
park’s application before the Scotch
Plains Board of Adjustment meeting
on Thursday.

Bowcraft Amusement Park on
Route 22 in Scotch Plains is apply-
ing for a “D” variance to add a water
park addition and maintenance build-
ing to its existing amusement park.
After the board’s denial of their first
application in 2000, owners of
Bowcraft, Marke Enterprises, pre-
sented a new application for a non-
conforming use variance before the
Board of Adjustment on April 5 and
May 10 of this year. The new appli-
cation is a scaled-down version of
the previous application and is an
extension of Bowcraft’s existing, non-
conforming use variance.

Approximately six single-family
residences are adjacent to the
Bowcraft property on the eastern
border and three houses abut
Bowcraft to the west.

Bowcraft’s presence precedes any
of the adjacent residential homes
and operates under a grandfathered
non-conforming use variance.

Both applications have met with
staunch opposition from residents in
the community who object to the
expansion. Some of the residents
have formed a citizens’ group, the
Scotch Plains Association Concerned
with the Environment (SPACE).

SPACE, which claims to have more
than 30 members, hired a civil engi-
neer, Trevor Williams to present their
objections to the proposal at the
meetings.

The residents’ chief concerns cen-
ter on the potential increase in noise,
lights, traffic, low water pressure and
devaluation of their properties that
they believe the proposed expansion
will cause.

The residents told the board that
noise from Bowcraft’s rides, Public
Address (PA) system and screaming
children interfere with the enjoy-
ment of their yards.

The proposed 10,600-square-foot
water park includes an 18-inch deep
wading pool, a 30-inch deep lazy
river and three 11-foot-high water

slides that would be located on 2.2
acres of land to the rear of the exist-
ing 13-acre dry park.

A one-story wood-frame building,
which would house a bathroom/
locker room at the entrance to the
water park, would also house the
filtration system and water pumps.
The entire water park would be sur-
rounded by a six-foot-high chain-
link fence as well as landscaping. A
40-foot by 80-foot maintenance
building would replace a red barn
and several trailers currently used
for storage of equipment at the far
westerly end of the parking lot.

According to the testimony of the
professional planner Richard Capola
of Capola and Capola in Princeton
Junction, the water park would cater
to children under 12 years old and
would attract customers mostly from
the dry area of the amusement park.
He estimated that at most, an addi-
tional 300 customers per hour with a
turnover rate of two and one half
times per day would attend as a result
of adding the water park.

At previous meetings, Steve
Marke, one of the park’s principal
owners, explained to the board that
he needed the expansion because he
was losing many customers on very
hot days.

Although the water rides are de-
signed for children under 12 years of
age, adults would also be allowed to
wade in the pools.

Mr. Capola pointed out that if a
housing development occupied this
parcel of land, instead of a water
park, the sounds of children yelling,
in addition to lawn mowers and air
conditioners, would create a greater
increase in the level of noise in the
area.

He explained to the board that this
land was currently zoned ML-1 for
Mount Laurel low to moderate in-
come housing, which, if constructed,
would increase the traffic and noise
in the adjacent neighborhood much
more so than a water park.

“COAH (Council On Affordable
Housing) approved this parcel of land
for 208 apartment units. Typically, a
housing development includes a
swimming pool and a playground.
That’s a lot more noise than this
proposal would generate,” Mr. Capola
pointed out.

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Just a little more than two weeks
after the Fanwood Police Depart-
ment received several defibrillator
units for its patrol cars, one of the
devices was used to save the life of a
man who went into cardiac arrest
May 27 while visiting a restaurant in
the borough.

A defibrillator uses electronic im-
pulses to restore a person’s heartbeat
to its normal rhythm following car-
diac arrest. Besides the ones now
available to the police department,
the unit is also part of the Fanwood
Volunteer Rescue Squad’s inventory
of equipment.

Laurence Susman, 72, of Westfield
was sitting in the main dining room
of the Sun Tavern, located at South
Avenue and Terrill Road, with his
wife, Barbara, and their friends when
he collapsed, according to Mrs.
Susman.

They had gone to a movie before
coming to the eatery and had just
placed their order when Mr. Susman
was stricken at 6:30 p.m., his wife
told The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood last Friday.

She noted that while her husband
has had heart trouble, there were no
warning signs earlier in the day that
a crisis was soon to occur.

Patrolmen Michael Schilling and
Russell J. Yeager of the Fanwood
Police Department were on the scene
within minutes, quickly followed by
members of the rescue squad, Mrs.
Susman said.

The patrolmen utilized the defibril-
lator they had in their patrol car to
revive Mr. Susman – who had stopped
breathing and did not have a pulse
when the officers arrived, according
to Fanwood Police Chief Robert
Carboy. He said the defibrillator re-
stored Mr. Susman’s heartbeat “al-
most instantaneously.”

Mr. Susman was subsequently
transported by the rescue squad to
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Plainfield, where his wife said
he was continuing to improve last
Friday.

She added that her husband was
expected to be transferred to
Morristown Memorial Hospital in
Morristown earlier this week for fol-
low-up care.

Mrs. Susman extended her appre-
ciation this week to Officers Schilling
and Yeager, as well as to the rescue
squad personnel, for their combined
efforts in saving her husband’s life.

“They were all outstanding,” she
said, observing that her husband
“would not be alive” without them
and without the defibrillator being

on hand during the first critical min-
utes after her husband went into car-
diac arrest. “They should really be
proud,” Mrs. Susman said.

THE GIFT OF LIFE…Fanwood Police Chief Robert Carboy, left, and Stephen
Siegal of the Fanwood Volunteer Rescue Squad, right, join Richard Davis, Chief
of Public Safety at Merck & Company of Rahway/Linden, who recently presented
one of three defibrillators to the Fanwood Police Department for use in depart-
ment patrol cars. On May 27, police officers used one of the units to save the life
of a Westfield man who went into cardiac arrest at a local restaurant.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
STEPPING OUT IN STYLE…Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School students
Jessica LoBrace and her boyfriend, Rob Bugg, pose for a quick picture before
jetting off to the prom in a limousine.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
SCHOOL SPIRIT…Atop the shoulders of classmate Andrew Feeley, Portia
Schagel adds her signature to the “Class Sheet” for the Class of 2001 during a
senior picnic.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
THE TIME OF THEIR LIVES…Looking debonair and dashing at a pre-prom gathering on Brandywine Place, these
students anxiously anticipate the evening of glamour awaiting them.
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Mr. Kumpf Reflects On
36 Years at Coles School

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

For 36 years, Carl M. Kumpf made
the children at J. Ackerman Coles
Elementary School in Scotch Plains
his life’s work.

Thousands have passed through
its halls since Mr. Kumpf took the

helm in 1965, at the tender age of 26.
It is no wonder Jackie Roshansky,
the 2000-2001 Parent Teacher Asso-
ciation (PTA) President, calls him
“Mr. Coles.”

Upon his June 30 retirement, Mr.
Kumpf will have served the children
of Scotch Plains and Fanwood for 41
years. As a graduate of Kean Univer-
sity, formerly Newark State College,
he joined the district as a sixth-grade
teacher at what was then Park Junior
School. He even had the distinction
of teaching sixth grade at the high
school for a year, when space was at
a premium in the early 1960s.

Mr. Kumpf worked briefly at Muir
Elementary School in Scotch Plains,
now the Hillcrest School, operated
by the Union County Educational
Services Commission, before taking
a year’s leave of absence to attend
Teacher’s College, Columbia Uni-
versity, on a fellowship for his
master’s degree in administration.

Armed with his master’s, Mr.
Kumpf interviewed around the
United States for administrative po-
sitions until he was asked to return to
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood district
as assistant principal at Park.

Coles was open only 11 months
when Mr. Kumpf took over as princi-
pal. Its construction alleviated the
space crunch at Shackamaxon School
(now the Jewish Community Cen-
ter), which was on staggered ses-
sions while “The Kevin Road
School,” as Coles was originally
known, was under construction.
Coles’ enrollment totaled 750 kids in
its first year.

Kids have not changed much over
the years, according to Mr. Kumpf.
“Kids on the whole, in terms of be-
havior, function and motivation, are
every bit as good as their counter-
parts of my early years...maybe more
so,” he said. And, while he has seen
some changes in parents over the
years, he maintained, “I always felt
parents wanted the best for their kids.”

He was quick to praise the consis-
tently high quality of the Coles’ staff,
and pointed to an ongoing team ap-
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Douglas M. Fasciale
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

by the Supreme Court of New Jersey

Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas, LLP

Attorneys At Law - A Full Service Firm

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 Paterson Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. Euclid Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
MODELS OF BEAUTY…Adorned with corsages and fashionable gowns, six girls have their pictures taken before riding
off into the sunset with their prom dates. Pictured, left to right, are: Katie Church, Jessica LoBrace, Beth Santo, Renee
Zidenik, Erin Watson, and Eryn Bushinger.
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Flats of
Annuals

Flats of Joy
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Good Thru
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Veronica
•Fragrant Flowers
•Full Sun or Shade
•Great Fall Color
•Owners Favorite

•Fragrant Flowers
•Full Sun or Shade
•Great Fall Color
•Owners Favorite
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for our bigger sized annuals
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  Repairs • Gutters

C O M P A N Y

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, MAY 29
•Two bicycles were reportedly taken

from the front of a Park Avenue ice
cream parlor. One of the bicycles had
been locked.

THURSDAY, MAY 31
•Thomas J. Cox, 37, of North Plainfield

and Frank Cagliari, 3rd, 40, of Scotch Plains
were arrested for possession of marijuana
of under 50 grams pursuant to an investiga-
tion of a suspicious vehicle parked at a fast
food restaurant on Route 22.

FRIDAY, JUNE 1
•The phone lines cut to a residence on

Jenna Court were cut in an apparent attempt
to gain entry at approximately 10 p.m.,
according to police. A short time later a
burglary was reported to a Swans Mill Lane
residence. Phone service was also disturbed
and entry was gained possibly through a
rear sliding door. An undetermined amount
of cash and jewelry was taken.

SATURDAY, JUNE 2
•Ebony Hicks, 18, and Latoya Hicks,

22, 727 W. Third Street, both of Plainfield,
were arrested and charged with possession
of marijuana of under 50 grams pursuant to
a motor vehicle stop during an officer’s
investigation of a disturbance on Jackson
Avenue. Charges are also pending for
three 16-year-old males and two sixteen-
year-old females from Plainfield who were
passengers in the same vehicle.

SUNDAY, JUNE 3
•A Greenville Road resident reported

the theft of a wallet and credit cards.
Police said it is unknown where the

actual theft may have occurred. The
credit card accounts had small fraudu-
lent charges on them.

•Paul Smith, Jr., 41, and Jeffrey Dubose,
38, both of Plainfield, were arrested and
charged with possession of suspected co-
caine pursuant to a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22. Both were found to have out-
standing warrants for their arrest during
the investigation.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
JUST CALL HIM MR. COLES...Carl M. Kumpf observes Coles Elementary
School children playing on new playground equipment. Mr. Kumpf is retiring
after 36 years as Coles School Principal.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Carl Kumpf Looks Back On
36 Years at Coles School

saw an addition to every elementary
school that included a main library. Of
that, Mr. Kumpf still says, “You can’t
find a better elementary (library) facil-
ity anywhere.”

“The nice part of the job,” he contin-
ued, “is that every year is different —
different challenges, goals and objec-
tives for the kids.”

Initiatives like the Senior Citizen
Guest Reader Program (now in its sev-
enth year), which brings older people
into the classrooms to read to students,
hold a special place in his memories.

“Any way you can model a lifelong
activity for kids, like reading, is good,”
said Mr. Kumpf, who served for 30 years
on the Scotch Plains Library Board of
Trustees, several of those as President.

In talking with the principal, it be-
comes clear his goal — to make the
elementary school experience for ev-
ery child as enriching as possible —
never wavered across the decades.

“Our emphasis has been on partici-
pation rather than awarding who’s best,”
he said.

you’re a step back from that. Once you
retire, you lose it all.”

But, there are four grandchildren
waiting in the wings, and a fifth is on
the way, the proud grandpa reports. In
fact, that is first and foremost on his
retirement to-do list — spend more
time with his children’s children.

He also looks forward to working on
his antique cars and fulfilling his love
for sailing. Mr. Kumpf is also consider-
ing flying lessons and possibly patent-
ing some of his inventions.

“It’s been a wonderful career and I
wouldn’t have traded it for the world,”
he stated. “I would do it over exactly
the same way.”

The job certainly lived up to his
expectations, he said, and he is satis-
fied that he was able to implement
many things he believes are important
for elementary-age children to experi-
ence. That being said, however, Mr.
Kumpf reiterated his faith in the team-
work he fostered for so many years.

“It’s the staff, the parents and the
kids,” he said. “It’s not me.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Bowcraft Continues Effort to Gain
Approval for Water Park Proposal

Franklin & Marshall
Grants Degrees

To Local Residents
AREA – Franklin & Marshall

College in Lancaster, Pa. awarded
degrees to Alicia Bronski and
Lindsey Everitt of Scotch Plains,
and Bryan Graye of Westfield dur-
ing commencement ceremonies
held on Sunday, May 13.

Alicia, a sociology major and
English minor, is a 1997 graduate
of The Pingry School. A Dean’s
List student, Alicia was a mentor
of Sigma Sigma Sigma sorority
and was captain of the dance club.
She was a volunteer for Habitat for
Humanity, and worked as a tour
guide for the Office of Admission.

Alicia is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Stephen Bronski of Scotch
Plains.

Lindsey, a business administra-
tion (management) major, is a 1997
graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School. A Dean’s List stu-
dent, Lindsey volunteered for Habi-
tat for Humanity and Our Neigh-
bors, Ourselves, a community ser-
vice project, and participated in
the Phonathon.

Lindsey is the daughter of Dr.
and Mrs. Jeffrey Everitt of Scotch
Plains.

Bryan, a biology major, is a 1997
graduate of Westfield High School.
A Dean’s List student, Bryan par-
ticipated in the preceptorship pro-
gram at Lancaster General Hospi-
tal, was a member of the men’s
varsity lacrosse team, and partici-
pated in the study abroad program
during his junior year.

Bryan is the son of Dr. and Mrs.
Philip Graye of Westfield.

Lafayette College Posts
Names of Graduates
AREA – Residents from Ber-

keley Heights,  Westfield,
Mountainside and Scotch Plains
graduated from Lafayette Col-
lege in Easton, Pa. during com-
mencement ceremonies held on
Saturday, May 19.

Felicia Marie Turturiello of
Berkeley Heights received an
Bachelor of Arts Degree in Psy-
chology.

Benjamin Harrison Jacobs of
Mountainside was granted a Bach-
elor of Arts Degree in Biology.

Paul Dizon Yabut of Scotch
Plains earned a Bachelor of Sci-
ence Degree in Computer Sci-
ence.

Stephen Jay Chiger of
Westfield received a Bachelor
of Arts Degree in English. He
graduated Summa Cum Laude,
earning the Phi Beta Kappa dis-
tinction, Class of 1883 Prize
and Gilbert Prize.

William Russell Hedden, 3rd
of Westfield received a Bach-
elor of Arts Degree in Econom-
ics and Business.

Molly Christine Phelan of
Westfield earned a Bachelor of
Arts Degree in Biology. She
graduated Summa Cum Laude,
with Honors in Biology, Phi
Beta Kappa and Delta Phi Al-
pha distinction.

Andrew Christian Stotler of
Westfield received a Bachelor
of Science Degree in Civil En-
gineering.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Police Save Area
Resident With Defibrillator

Many of the residents who spoke up
at this meeting  stated that they would
prefer a housing development in their
backyards. Numerous residents ex-
pressed concerns that the parking lot
would not be adequate to hold the
influx of new customers and expressed
their concerns that the overflow of cars
would then park on their street.

Water park designer Winthrop Knox,
Vice President of Northeast Aquatics
based in Liberty, Mass., also testified
before the board. Northeast Aquatics,
Mr. Knox said, also designed the water
parks for The Land of Make Believe in
Hope, Dorney Park in Allentown, Pa.
and Six Flags Great Adventure in Jack-
son, as well as numerous YMCA and
university pools.

“Compared to these other typical
water parks, this one is a very small
scale operation,” Mr. Knox said.

He also concluded that because of
the small-scale design, there were no
“thrill rides” that would result in chil-
dren screaming.

“There will be more noise generated
from the dry park than from this pro-
posal,” Mr. Knox told the board.

Although the proposed water park
will use 1,000 gallons of water per day,
it will be a self-contained system,
which, Mr. Knox assured the public,
would not affect water pressure in the
community.

The township’s Professional Plan-
ning Consultant Susan Kimble advised
board members regarding the positive
and negative criteria, which they must
weigh in making their decision.

“The negative impact has to be shown
to be ‘substantial’ to be considered
relevant,” Ms. Kimble explained. “Any
owner has a right to seek an expansion

and because of the grandfathered non-
conforming use variance, Bowcraft has
the right to operate,” Ms. Kimble added.

Due to the numerous questions and
statements, which the public wished to
address to the board and witnesses, the
application will be continued on Thurs-
day, June 21, at 7:30 p.m.

proach to education that unites staff
and parents for the benefit of the chil-
dren.

One of his proudest achievements
was the creation of a central library at
Coles, something that was unheard of
in elementary schools built during the
1960s. As he explained it, classrooms
had self-contained libraries which trav-
eled from class to class within a grade
level on wire carts.

Eager to create a central collection
for all students, Mr. Kumpf partnered
with Manya Ungar, who headed the
Parent Teacher Association during his
early years. With the PTA’s financial
support and by culling books from class
collections, they were able to establish
a small collection of books on shelves
at the rear of the stage in the multi-
purpose room by the end of 1965.

From 1965 through 1970, with the
backing of the PTA, the district moved
to get a bond referendum approved that

Things like the Science Fair, which
recently celebrated its 20th anniver-
sary; Talent Night, which has evolved
into a 200-child cast Variety Show
staged by 60 parent volunteers, or man-
datory participation in the fifth-grade
chorus, were means by which the prin-
cipal sought to showcase students’ tal-
ents. Such opportunities sparked their
interests in ways that could not be done
through the regular curriculum.

Mr. Kumpf wanted the elementary
years in his school to be “as broad as
possible” to give kids a flavor for all
that is available to them as they get
older.

His final days at Coles are as full as
ever, and he will clearly miss the kids
when his tenure is done.

“Nothing makes your day more than
a youngster sharing an experience with
you,” he said with a smile. “As a teacher,
you have that interconnection all
through the day. As an administrator,

She commended both police offic-
ers for their handling of the emer-
gency and noted that Patrolman
Yeager also stopped by the hospital
the following day to see how her
husband was coming along. Mrs.
Susman praised the patrolman as “the
most caring human being.”

During the May 10 regular meet-
ing of the borough’s governing body,
Chief Carboy was presented with
three defibrillators for his
department’s patrol vehicles. The cost
of the devices, plus training in their
use, is $3,600, according to the Chief.

The defibrillators were donated by
the Fanwood Rescue Squad; Walter
Casky of Graphic Research in
Fanwood, through funds raised by
local merchants, and by Richard
Davis and Lawrence Naldi of Merck
& Company of Rahway/Linden.

Mr. Davis and Mr. Naldi have also
donated defibrillators on behalf of
the pharmaceutical company to the
police departments of Clark, Rahway,
Linden and Plainfield during the past
two years.

In an ironic twist, Mr. Davis, who
is employed as site security manager
and Chief of Public Safety at Merck,
was just arriving at Sun Tavern with
his family to celebrate his birthday
as police were responding to assist

Mr. Susman.
He said it gave him a “good feel-

ing” to see the officers be able to use
the defibrillator to save Mr. Susman’s
life.

Chief Carboy told The Times that
having the defibrillators in patrol
cars is of “tantamount” importance,
since police units are typically first
to arrive at the scene of an emer-
gency.

While the incident at Sun Tavern
marked the first defibrillator rescue
for the Fanwood Police Department,
members of the rescue squad and the
Fanwood Volunteer Fire Department
used one of the squad’s two
defibrillators last December to save
the life of veteran borough firefighter
Jack Ruh after he suffered a heart
attack at fire headquarters.

This past February, the seven indi-
viduals involved were honored for
their efforts by Father John S. Nelligan
Council No. 5730 of the Knights of
Columbus, which represents Scotch
Plains and Fanwood, during the
organization’s annual Awards Night.

Members of the rescue squad have
provided training to the police depart-
ment in the use of the defibrillators –
a skill now included within the
department’s cardiopulmonary resus-
citation re-certification program.


