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Moravian College Announces
Graduation of Aleda Ann Rusnak

FANWOOD – Moravian College
in Bethlehem, Pa. has announced
that Fanwood resident Aleda Ann
Rusnak received a Bachelor of Arts
Degree Cum Laude in French and
Elementary Education during recent
commencement exercises.

The daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John
J. Rusnak of Fanwood, Aleda was the
recipient of The Irving S. Amrhein
Prize in Foreign Languages for her
distinguished work in French.

Aleda earned dean’s listing stand-
ing for four semesters during her
college career, and was the recipient
of the Linda Cohen Cooper Memo-
rial Scholarship and the Mueller

Scholarship.
A member of Phi Sigma Iota, the

International Foreign Language
Honor Society, and Kappa Delta Pi,
the International Honorary Society
in Education, Aleda is also listed in
Who’s Who Among College and Uni-
versity Students 2000-2001.

Aleda was a member of the French
Club, Twenty-Six Points student am-
bassador program, the Moravian Col-
lege Dancers, serving as secretary
during 2000-2001, and choreographer
for a student dance from 1999-2001.

Aleda also served as a student
worker in Reeves Library at Moravian
College.

Westfield Education Assoc.
Awards Two Scholarships

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Edu-
cation Association (WEA) awarded
$2,000 in scholarships to
two members of the 2001
graduating class of
Westfield High School.
Mike Seiler, President of
the WEA, presented the
scholarships during
Awards Night on Thurs-
day, June 7, at Westfield
High School.

Victoria McCabe, the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
James McCabe, earned the
$1,000 WEA Scholarship,
which is based on academic
achievement and contribu-
tion to school activities and
community service.

An honor student, Victoria is the
editor-in-chief of arts and
entertainment for the Hi’s
Eye. In addition to partici-
pating in the Westfield High
School Orchestra, the tal-
ented viola player has at-
tended the Manhattan
School of Music Pre-Col-
lege Program and various
All-State and New Jersey
Youth Symphony pro-
grams.

Victoria’s community ser-
vice included volunteer
hours for Youth Ministry at
St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield and Model United
Nations Conference.

She will attend the College of the
Holly Cross in Worcester, Mass.

The Barry Judd Memorial Scholar-
ship for $1,000 was presented to
Robyn Ehrlich. This award is given in

recognition of a distinguished teacher
of foreign languages at Westfield High

School from 1974 to
1992. The scholarship is
based on the ideals of Mr.
Judd – a love for learning
and a devotion to helping
others. The award is given
each year to a son or
daughter of a member of
the WEA.

Robyn is the daughter
of Dr. and Mrs. Eugene
Ehrlich. Dr. Ehrlich is a
computer science teacher
at Edison Intermediate
School.

A member of the Span-
ish Honor Society, Robyn

schedules her time in a variety of
activities at the high school. She has

been an active member
of the Gymnastics Team
and also earned a varsity
letter in Track and Field
events.

Robyn also contrib-
utes to the Westfield
High School Wind En-
semble by performing as
first chair flautist.

In the fall, Robyn will
enter the University of
Maryland at College
Park.

Funds for these schol-
arships are raised

through the generosity of donations
of the WEA membership. This year’s
committee members included Diana
Collins, Chairwoman, Patricia Feliaco,
Rosemary Gagliardi, Dr. James
Moriarty, Janice Sheridan, and Frances
Trees.

Robyn Ehrlich

Victoria McCabe

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

The Drive to Succeed Must Not Cloud
Students’ Ethics, Causing Them to Cheat

By JAMIE S. DOUGHER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cheating runs rampant in American
high schools. A poll conducted at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School revealed
that over 90 percent of students have
cheated at one time or another, whether
it is copying a homework assignment,
looking at someone else’s paper during
a test, or plagiarizing.

It came as a surprise, however, when
students at the University of Virginia
were caught cheating in an introduc-
tory physics course.

The University of Virginia has up-
held one of the strictest honor codes in
the country for 160 years, which stu-
dents are required to sign. They pledge
not to cheat, steal, or lie during their
years at the school, and some students
who have already graduated also stand
to lose their degrees. Those who at-
tend the school now may be expelled.

Students are allowed to take their
exams outside of a classroom without
a designated proctor, in the comfort of
their dorm rooms, the library, or out-
doors under the sun. It is simply as-
sumed that they will not seek any form
of help to complete the test or essay.

This year, approximately 122 stu-
dents are accused of breaking the pledge
they made to the university. Professor
Louis A. Bloomfield ran 1,800 physics
papers from the last five semesters
through a computer program to catch
strings of six consecutive words or
more that were the same.

The New York Times reported his
findings on Thursday, May 10, and
Professor Bloomfield commented, “I
expected to see a couple of matches. I
was a bit shocked to find 60.”

Plagiarizing entire papers at a well-
respected university with a stringent
honor code? They should have known
better. One would hope that college
freshmen are indeed mature enough
to respect the 160-year-old tradition.
Anyone who broke this honor code is
obviously devoid of ethics, and de-

serves the penalty granted to those
who waved off the importance of the
honor system that Thomas Jefferson
believed in when he founded the
school in 1819.

The 122 students accused of pla-
giarizing should not be allowed to
graduate and those who have already
graduated should have their diplomas
rescinded.

Both high school and college stu-
dents know cheating is wrong, but
sometimes the pressure to succeed
can cloud one’s reasoning, causing
him to make poor decisions. How-
ever, the students at the University of
Virginia deserve to be expelled for
their actions, because they knew ex-
actly what the consequences of cheat-
ing would entail.

By signing that honor code, they
were aware of the punishment that
would result from cheating, lying or
stealing, and now they must suffer the
outcome.

This will set an example to high
school and college students all over
the country. Cheating is wrong.
Whether at a university with an honor
code or at a high school, it’s still wrong.

The University of Virginia must
enforce the honor code in order to
retain credibility now that students
have been caught cheating. This will
prevent more cheating from occur-
ring and possibly influence other col-
leges to enact similar honor codes.

MATH GAMES…Second graders at Washington Elementary School in Westfield
recently held a “Math Game Showcase” as part of a pilot program for Everyday
Mathematics. The event was held to demonstrate students’ knowledge of math-
ematics and to show their progress made during the year. Superintendent of Schools
Dr. William J. Foley and K-8 Mathematics Supervisor Dr. Gina Kiczek joined
parents and siblings in playing math games. The children showed off their skills with
games like Addition Top It, Addition Shuffleboard, Addition Bingo, Fraction Top
It, Array Bingo and Name That Number. Children drew upon skills learned during
the year, such as mental math, counting on and fact power. Pictured, above, parents
and students go head to head during a round of Name That Number.

SPECIAL RECOGNITION…Daniel Wienberg and Lisa Krieger of Westfield
High School were honored with special certificates during the 16th Annual
Recognition Breakfast for Outstanding Scholars of Union County on Thursday,
May 24, at L’Affaire in Mountainside. The ceremony was sponsored by the
Superintendent’s Roundtable of Union County.
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Got Headaches?…Getting Better?…

Tried Acupuncture?

“Doc… I suffer terribly from chronic digestive disorders…
Can acupuncture help me?”

“In my experience, acupuncture is the safest & most effective natural-therapy 
available to you.   It will aid in relieving your suffering from chronic digestive 
problems such as IBS, Crohn’s disease, ulcerative colitis, constipation, gas, 
acid reflux, ulcers and slow matabolism.  As a result you will find yourself 

having LESS DISCOMFORT & MORE LIFE!” 

Rosenfarb Center for Acupuncture   
Andrew S. Rosenfarb, C.A., Dipl. Ac., Dipl. C.H 
Westfield, NJ   07090

(908) 928-0060 
 

Now holding Weekly Meditation Classes!

Sherri Hamlette Earns
Bachelor of Arts Degree

FANWOOD – Hamilton College
in Clinton, N.Y. has reported that
Sherri Hamlette received a Bachelor
of Arts Degree during commence-
ment exercises on Sunday, May 20.

The daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
James Hamlette, Jr. of Fanwood,
Sherri majored in Psychology at
Hamilton College.

She is a graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School.

Jonathan Pompan Graduates
Washington Univ. School of Law
SCOTCH PLAINS – Jonathan L.

Pompan, a 1994 graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, gradu-
ated from Washington University
School of Law on Friday, May 18.

Upon his graduation, Jonathan will
begin studying and preparing for the
Maryland bar examination, which
he will take on Tuesday and Wednes-
day, July 24 and 25, in Baltimore,
Md.

While in law school, Jonathan par-
ticipated in the Washington, D.C.
Congressional & Administrative
Clinic as a legal intern at the Federal
Trade Commission. In addition, at
Washington University, he competed
twice in the school’s Wiley Rutledge
Moot Court Competition, a simu-
lated appellate argument competi-
tion.

Jonathan was awarded the Honor
Scholar Award and was named to the
Dean’s List.

During the summer between his
first and second years, Jonathan
worked as a summer law clerk at
Reno & Cavanaugh in Washington,
D.C. In his position, he assisted the
legislative advocacy groups repre-

senting clients. During the summer
after his second year, he worked as
legal intern for Chairman Michael
K. Powell (then-Commissioner) at
the Federal Communications Com-
mission.

Jonathan is a 1998 graduate of The
George Washington University where
he was awarded The George Wash-
ington Award for Outstanding Con-
tributions to the University Commu-
nity.

He is the son of Nanci Pompan of
Springfield and Gerard Pompan of
New York City.

dvanarelli.lawoffice.com


