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HACIENDA

 MEXICAN RESTAURANT

     The DinersThe DinersThe DinersThe DinersThe Diners

579 Springfield Avenue
Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922
(908) 665-8565

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BERKELEY HEIGHTS — On a
Thursday night, at 8 p.m., Hacienda
was rather empty. In fact, I got the
closest parking space in the lot that
they share with Hibachi, the Japa-
nese restaurant that occupies the sec-
ond floor of the building.

The first thing I noticed was the
addition of some outdoor dining
tables, complete with umbrellas,
which is a bonus provided you don’t
mind dining on the main road in
town.

We were greeted and seated
promptly, and the wait staff was ex-
tremely courteous. The first thing to
arrive on the already set table was
their signature bowl of warm tortilla

chips and thick, tomato-y salsa. If
you finish that, there’s more coming.
But, I would suggest saving room for
the main course. It’s worth it.

The booths are small and cozy. My
San Diego-raised dining companion
found the Mexican décor quaint. The
ambiance is informal and traditional,
especially for fans of Mexican folk
art like me.

One thing I noticed is that you
should be prepared to eavesdrop. It
seems that it is easy, even over the
sounds of the background music, to
hear the conversations of the other
patrons — even those who are not
seated right next to you. We could
clearly hear the lively tete-a-tete of
the party of four women in the front
room. At one point, my dining part-
ner was thinking of joining in on
their fun. I put a stop to that.

There were nearly 50 menu selec-
tions, and there was certainly enough
to please the ovo-lacto vegetarian
palate. The lunch menu, while a ter-
rific bargain, seemed a bit more lim-
ited. The staff, however, assured me
that this is not the case. Many of their
patrons are vegetarian Indians, and
they are expanding their selections

to accommodate their
needs. I liked that.

This is not the place
for a Margarita or a
Pina Colada — it’s strictly BYOB. A
bottle of wine or, if you prefer, a cold
Dos Equis, would compliment the
food if you so desire.

I started my meal with the Hongos
Borachos, a dish of sautéed mush-
rooms smothered in a pexoco sauce.
Huh? It’s made with brandy, butter,
fresh garlic, cinnamon sticks and
fresh cilantro. It was brought to the
table sizzling hot and strikingly aro-
matic, and there was plenty for us
both. It is a unique and exceptionally
yummy dish.

My main course, Cactus Enchila-
das, was accompanied by rice, beans

with melted cheese (of the muenster
variety), sour cream, and some of the
best guacamole I have ever tasted.
Yes, even better than the famous
guacamole that my ex used to make
for me.

The enchiladas were smothered
with a delicious sauce, complete with
lots of fresh vegetables and herbs. I
loved the addition of capers. The
dish was outstanding. I later found
out that the tortillas, made on the
premises, are not vegetarian. They
use chicken broth for flavor. Oops!

My companion ordered the more
standard fare of cheese enchiladas,
and although our sauce was not the
same, he found it to be fresh tasting
and he was quite pleased. Whew! It’s
a relief to please someone who grew
up on this stuff. That dish was ac-
companied by rice, beans, olive gar-
nish, and some jalapeños. He would
have preferred the fresh peppers —
these were canned.

We both enjoyed watching each
other battle those cheese strings that
seem to never disappear after you
bring the fork to your mouth. Good
thing it wasn’t a first date.

Oh, and if you have a sensitive
digestive tract, bring the Beano.

Carol F. Davis for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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WESTFIELD – CN8 Broad-
caster Karin Attonito and camera-
man John MacAdam visited
Westfield early last Thursday af-
ternoon to ask residents and shop-
pers two simple questions: Can
housework and childcare respon-
sibilities be divided equally? Can
homosexuals decide to be straight
if they want to change their sexual
preference?

Westfielders’ responses and re-
actions to those two queries will
be aired during separate editions
of CN8’s “Real Life” program,
formerly entitled, “Family Talk.”

The show, which is presented
by Emmy Award-nominated host
Mary Amoroso every weeknight
at 5 p.m., will include everyday
reactions to different topics from
New Jersey residents, according
to Ms. Attonito.

“I remember that there are al-
ways a lot of people around,” said
Ms. Attonito when asked why
Westfield was chosen for the ques-
tion and answer session. She re-
called the town’s bustling atmo-
sphere from her days working as a
Television Studio Coordinator at
Westfield High School.

She added that they have also
filmed sessions for “Real Life” in
cities like Jersey City and New-
ark.

Mr. MacAdam told The
Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood that the
session including the first ques-
tion on housework and childcare
responsibilities was expected to
air on Monday, June 4. The ques-
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SCOTCH PLAINS – With every
quilting square he picked up, the
young boy at the Mercer County
Teen Arts Festival gushed, “This is
the coolest piece of fabric.”

For Scotch Plains resident and busy
quilter bee Jan Viehman, watching a
child derive so much pleasure from
working with fabric is one of life’s
grandest rewards.

Ms. Viehman, who has been quilt-
ing since 1975, divides her time be-
tween a self-run quilting business,
her job as a computer software de-
veloper at A.M. Best Company, and
intriguing county students with the
art of quilting.

Last year, Ms. Viehman decided to
volunteer for the Union County Teen
Arts Festival at Union County Col-
lege in March. She sat in on a
monoprinting workshop, but noticed
there were no workshops offered in
quilting.
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PATCHES OF EXPRESSION...Scotch Plains resident Jan Viehman engages a
student in the fine art of quilting during a workshop at the Union County Teen
Arts Festival this year. Mrs. Viehman has been quilting since 1975.

thing unique with their hands.”
During the two days of the Union

County festival, she reported, 80 stu-
dents attended her quilting courses.
In May, at the Mercer County festi-
val, 50 students sought instruction
from Ms. Viehman. She had to turn
away 10 pupils.

When asked about the popularity
of quilting versus other mediums
like painting and clay, she said, “It’s
something that once you get into it,
you’re hooked for life. It’s quite a
large industry, I believe a $14-$15
billion a year business.”

Always interested in honing their
craft, Ms. Viehman attended the
Spring Quilt Market in Atlantic City.
Experiencing endless aisles of fab-
rics, threads and notions was inspir-
ing to her.

“Most of my work is on the sew-By KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MILLBURN — Few composers
have contributed to  American musi-
cal theater more than the dynamic
duo of Richard Rodgers and Oscar
Hammerstein II. In fact, Rodgers
and Hammerstein are very often cred-
ited with creating the genre of what
we call musical theater today.

While many other composers in
the 1940s and 1950s wrote excep-
tional works that were critically ac-
claimed, the team of Rodgers and
Hammerstein introduced to audi-
ences musicals that will forever hold
special places in our hearts.

This terrific pair brought us The
Sound of Music, Cinderella, The King
and I, State Fair, and Oklahoma, to
name a few.

One musical of theirs was consid-
ered the most critically acclaimed

production of the 1940s. Carousel,
the story of an amusement park
Barker and the innocent mill-work-
ing girl who steals his heart on the
New England Coast is virtually a
theatrical masterpiece with such
memorable songs as “If I Loved You,”
“You’ll Never Walk Alone” and “So-
liloquy.”

No less powerful today, Carousel
is truly one of the most heartfelt and
tragic love stories of all time.

Paper Mill Playhouse in Millburn
is currently staging their own ver-
sion of this wonderful classic and,
unquestionably, they are making a

bit of theater history of their own.
This remarkable production grabs
that brass ring and flies with it. The
scenic design by Michael Anania is
simply breathtaking.

I don’t want to give any of it away,
but I will say that I screamed like a
teenager at a rock concert. The love
that went into this production is vis-
ible on every level.

Beautifully directed by Robert
Johanson, this somewhat “ballad
heavy” musical moves swiftly and
cinematically, never once losing its
intention or integrity. The choreog-
raphy by Broadway veteran Robert
La Fosse is exceptional and the mu-
sical direction by Tom Helm is, as
always, spectacular.

The cast is near-perfect and ex-
pertly led by Matt Bogart and Glory
Crampton as the star-crossed lovers,
Billy Bigelow and Julie Jordan. Mr.

Bogart has the difficult task of play-
ing a role that will forever be associ-
ated with John Raitt and Gordon
MacRae, but this appealing actor
makes the troubled Billy his own and
he wins your heart immediately.

Strong, determined and passion-
ate, Mr. Bogart is a captivating Billy
and his “Soliloquy” is one of the best
I have ever seen.

The exquisite Ms. Crampton is
simply lovely as Julie, with a beauti-
ful voice and lots of integrity. I truly
appreciate an actress who gives an
ingenue role such as this some spunk.
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Kerrianne Spellman Cort for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ALL ABOARD...The cast of Carousel at Paper Mill Playhouse in Millburn gave
audience members the ride of their lives with impeccable acting, dancing and
singing. The production will run through Sunday, July 15.

Kerrianne Spellman Cort for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LOCAL TALENT...Westfield resident Allison Siko, second from the left,
takes a bow after giving the performance of a lifetime in Carousel at Paper
Mill Playhouse.

CarCarCarCarCarousel ousel ousel ousel ousel at Paper Mill:at Paper Mill:at Paper Mill:at Paper Mill:at Paper Mill:
What An Amazing RideWhat An Amazing RideWhat An Amazing RideWhat An Amazing RideWhat An Amazing Ride
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“I can do that very well,” she said,
when recalling her interest in devel-
oping a quilting workshop for stu-
dents who annually attend the cre-
ative forum.

She chose a more informal and
relaxed structure for her classes, in
order to not overwhelm students with
a slate of rules and regulations. “They
have enough rules,” she said.

Ms. Viehman’s students could
come in and out of the classes in
increments of 10 minutes or 1 hour –
whatever they chose. Keeping in mind
that “very few people today even
know the basics of sewing,” she de-
cided to have the students adhere the
fabric pieces with glue or glue sticks
instead.

During the workshops, which have
been held at both the Union County
and Mercer County festivals, Ms.
Viehman supplied each student with
scissors and an 18” x 22” piece of
cloth to use as a canvas. Then, they
are given a stack of 6” x 6” square
fabric pieces in various patterns.

“There was enough fabric for them
to cover the canvas two to three times
over,” Ms. Viehman laughed, “one of
the girls actually did!”

“They can cut the fabric anyway
they want and glue them in any di-
rection,” she said. “No one is hover-
ing over them. It’s two minutes worth
of knowing that they can create some-
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By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Commercials tell us that if we are not rocketing down the road
in a Nissan, using Neutrogena’s anti-aging night cream, or jaunt-
ing off to Foxwoods Resort and Casino to get rich quick…well,
someone should check us for a pulse. Imagine how awful those
aging, blue-collar Americans driving in used cars must feel watch-
ing commercials.

One Sunday evening of commercials disproved my 29-year theory that
the old “sex sells” strategy in advertising will never be foiled. Usually,
I’m too busy working on a crossword puzzle or getting a snack to care
what products Madison Avenue is trying to get me to squander my wee
salary on. This week, I paid attention and found that Madison Avenue
wants consumers to buy products based on a premise of staying young,
getting rich, and living fast.

During the 2001 Tony Awards, IBM’s e-business promotion kept
work, work, work on the minds of viewers, convincing them that their
service will help your company compete, streamline, get efficient. In
short, hurry, hurry, get rich, quick. Be the best. Haste makes waste.
Hertz Corporation promised to let you look like a million bucks with
their “prestige collection.” Never mind keeping up with the Jones
Family, blow ‘em away with a rented Jaguar, Volvo, or Lincoln. Maybe
you can drive it to Foxwoods. Just, don’t go broke.

So, maybe sex doesn’t sell with these ads, but the cars, better salary,
and winning at the craps table will make you more attractive. Right?

Next channel…
Since none of us want wrinkles,

we are naturally drawn to com-
mercials promising a fountain of
youth in a pump-sized bottle of
cream or a jar of miracle gunk. All
of these advertisements point to a
vulnerability many of us don’t
want to admit – aging is inevi-
table. Cocoon was just a movie
and the two gray hairs that made
my head their home remind me
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