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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
By Michael S. Goldberger

Pearl Harbor
Provides a Berth

For Precious Lessons

3 & 1/2 popcorns

In planning for the task that awaited,
I bid adieu my friends, colleagues and
family. I made sure my affairs were in
order, and paid any bill that might
come due during my absence. I checked
the refrigerator and freezer: If any-
thing looked like it might go bad while
I was gone, I ate it. There was also
psychological preparation to be con-
sidered. Would I be up to the chal-
lenge? I knew I would approach my
mission a middle-aged man. But after
it was accomplished, what would I be
like? And what of the world around
me?

Would it be much changed? And if
so, how? You see, I was setting out to
see the movie Pearl Harbor, and at
three hours plus, these are the sort of
questions that most haunt the film
critic’s mind.

But to coin a phrase, it turns out I
had nothing to fear but fear itself.

Thanks to an engrossing script by
Randall Wallace (Braveheart), con-
ductorial direction by Michael Bay
and the invigorating work of an obvi-
ously dedicated cast, the time flew.
And though some may argue the point,
I emerged from the theater a better
man for the experience. For whether
you’re a history buff, unabashed pa-
triot, summer film fanatic or just a
sucker for a good love story, Pearl
Harbor proves an instructive and mov-
ing entertainment.

True, it’s a big commercial movie.
It has most of the earmarks. The spe-
cial effects are phenomenal; the art
direction is outlandish; and the tale is
splashing. But it diverges from its typi-
cal genre mates by also possessing that
rarest of commodities among block-
busters — a soul.

A la Saving Private Ryan (1998),
you are indelibly reminded of the sac-
rifice made. You realize that you can’t
leave the theater without a renewed
respect and profound sympathy for
those men and women who suffered
the cruel devastation unleashed upon
Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. By
crafting an homage in addition to an
entertaining movie, director Bay does
himself and his subject proud.

Some especially cynical naysayers
have pooh-poohed the love triangle
that evolves among Ben Affleck, Josh
Hartnett and Kate Beckinsale as the
two fly-boys and a nurse caught up in
the cataclysms of WWII. They feel
that affairs of the heart don’t belong in
war movies. Others, who have not yet
even seen the picture, are upset upon
learning that the three-hour film con-
tains only one-half hour of actual bomb-
ing.

Thus, one must wonder what per-
centage of the movie would have to be
devoted to catastrophe in order to make
these faultfinders happy. It would also
be interesting to note if these folk
allow for a higher ratio of love to war
in real life. But no matter.

They are wrong. Romantic sagas of
the sort that Pearl Harbor tells are
what give history its pageantry and
sweep. Said detractors might find what
they’re looking for at a cockfight.

Granted, the tale is typical. Which
makes it all the more relevant, albeit
politically incorrect. But remember,

Rafe (Affleck), Danny (Hartnett) and
Evelyn (Beckinsale) are products of
their time. The two Southern boys,
gentlemen through and through and
aviation enthusiasts since childhood,
are in search of adventure. Evelyn and
her fellow nightingales are on the look-
out for husbands. And both groups are
looking for fun while living their lives
to the fullest, war or no war.

The film manages to be stirring with-
out the rallying call to combat that
identified the purposely patriotic ef-
forts released by studios during WWII.

Yet, the graphic battle scenes are
painfully realistic, and like no other
since the first 20 minutes of Saving
Private Ryan. But though director Bay
combines modern camera techniques
with the stylish editing pace of a pic-
ture that might have been made in the
1940s, the difference is in the portray-
als.

These are not caricatures simply
dancing to era-identifying swing tunes
blaring from the background. The prin-
cipals and some equally good support-
ing players breathe the proverbial life
into their roles. We are reminded that
these heroes were real people — for
the most part our parents and grand-
parents. And thus watching them in-
teract, their fashions and coiffures per-
fectly re-created via award-worthy cos-
tume and makeup work, it affectingly
dawns on us just how young the War-
rior Generation was, how much was
expected of them, and how much they
accomplished.

The realization is heart-rending.
Hence you don’t have to be a flag-
waving zealot to be moved...to then
want to go up to any of the wizened old
soldiers standing in front of the super-
market entrance and say, “I know that
no motion picture will ever do you
justice, and I know that the only good
war movie is an anti-war movie. I know
that you were once taller and younger,
and full of hope. And I’m sorry that our
society hasn’t figured out a better way
to repay you than to ask you to stand
here and collect coins in a can. Thanks
for what you did over there.”

Considering all the emotions that
Pearl Harbor manages to foment for
your money, three hours isn’t really
that much time to spend at all.

*  *  *  *  *
Pearl Harbor, rated PG 13, is a Touch-

stone Pictures release directed by
Michael Bay and stars Ben Affleck, Kate
Beckinsale and Josh Hartnett. Running
time: 183 minutes.

SING FOR SPRING…The fifth grade chorus and the fourth and fifth grade bands at McGinn Elementary School in
Scotch Plains recently held its Spring Concert for family and friends. The successful event featured selections such as
“Star Wars,” “The Star Spangled Banner,” and “Flintstones.” Pictured, left to right, are: concert organizers, Terrill
Middle School Vocal Music teacher Mary Lu Farrell, McGinn Instrumental Music Teacher Charles Jackson and McGinn
Vocal Music Teacher Heather Filipski, receiving a student appreciation award from fifth grader Matt Plagge.
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With Marylou Morano

A new column exploring children’s
reading and love of books.

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The New York Times Book Re-
view Best Seller list for adult fic-
tion and nonfiction pre-dates World
War II, but it has only been since
the summer of 2000 that it has
offered a Best Seller List for
Children’s Books.

The decision to include a list for
children’s literature lends cred-
ibility to the craft of writing for
children and recognition to the
importance of books in the lives of
children.

Children’s books are classified
by age and/or grade level, but the
lines of demarcation are not al-
ways clear. Generally speaking,
however, picture books are writ-
ten for ages pre-school to age 8;
middle grade chapter books for
grades 3 - 6 and young adult
books for seventh grade and
higher.

Add board books — books that
teach concepts to babies as young
as six months and emergent read-
ers — books written in clear and
easy language targeted towards
children just beginning to read,
and a good foundation for a life-
time of loving books can be laid
early in life.

Summer has traditionally been
a time for children and adults alike
to catch up on reading. Studies
conducted by the National Center
for Educational Statistics report
that children who like to read for
pleasure have reading proficiency
scores that are higher than those
students who never, or hardly ever,
read recreationally.

In an effort to instill a love of
reading in children and guide par-
ents in selecting good reading mate-
rial for their children, this column,
the Children’s Book Nook, will re-
view all varieties of children’s writ-
ing. Each week, a sampling of the
best of children’s books — new and
old alike will be offered.

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •
The Dog of the Year
Madeline had Genevieve,

Timmy had Lassie, but the most
popular dog in recent children’s
fiction is “Winn-Dixie.” A
Newberry Award (given annually
to the author of the most distin-
guished contribution to American
literature for children published in
the United States) Honor book for
2001, Because of Winn-Dixie is

author Kate DiCamillo’s first pub-
lished children’s book. Ten-year-
old India Opal Buloni walks to the
grocery store and comes home with
a stray dog, which she names Winn-
Dixie. This heart-warming story
revolves around how her new pet
helps India and her father come to
terms with the loss of her mother.
Recommended for grades 4-6.

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •
The End of the World
Older readers will be enthralled

by “Armageddon Summer.” Two
of children’s literature’s most be-
loved and prolific authors, Jane
Yolen and Bruce Coville teamed
up to write this story about a group
of “Believers” who camp out on
Mt. Wecupcut in Massachusetts to
await the end of the world. Amid
all the craziness, Jed, the son of the
leader of the group and Marina, the
daughter of a “Believer” form a
friendship. The suspenseful plot
leads to a surprise ending. A great
book for high school students.

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •
Every Picture Tells A Story
Picture books have been taking

an interesting turn. Publishers have
been combining true stories and
inspiring illustrations and coming
up with historical picture books.
Two great ones for pre-school
through second grade are “Mail-
ing May” by Michael O. Tunnell
and “Purple Mountain Majesties”
by Barbara Younger. Mailing May
is a historical rendition of an actual
event — in 1913 five-year-old
Charlotte May Pierstorff was
mailed from Grangeville, Idaho to
her grandmother in Lewiston,
Idaho via parcel post. Children
will find it delightful.

Purple Mountain Majesties
tells the story of Katharine Lee
Bates, the author of “America
the Beautiful.” Both books have
wonderful pictures accompany-
ing the interesting stories.

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •
Next week, we will explore

some adventure books and biog-
raphies. In the meantime, start
making up your own summer
reading lists. Vacation only lasts
10 weeks. So many books to read
and so little time!

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •
Marylou Morano covers vari-

ous topics as a reporter for The
Leader/The Times.

WESTFIELD – Broadway
crooner Lauren Shub and her jazz
combo will offer a special evening
of music and refreshments at
Temple Emanu-El, 756 East Broad
Street, Westfield on Sunday, June
10, at 7 p.m.

The cabaret, which is entitled
“Isn’t It Romantic,” will be suit-
able for all ages.

Ms. Shub’s program will feature
ballads from the American
songbook, including “How High
the Moon,” “Isn’t It Romantic,”
“They Can’t Take This Away from
Me,” and many other tunes.

Ms. Shub has appeared on Broad-
way with Theodore Bikel in Fid-
dler on the Roof as Sprintze and
with Celeste Holm in The Utter
Glory of Morrissey Hall, off Broad-
way in The Mikado, and on televi-
sion commercials and in voice-
overs. She also performed in
Somerville with trombonist Alfred

Patterson and his jazz trio.
All proceeds from Ms. Shub’s

concert will benefit ARK, the As-
sociation for Rehabilitation with
Kindness, the joint organization
formed by Temple Emanu-El of
Westfield and St. Mark’s Episco-
pal Church in Plainfield.

ARK works to rehabilitate homes
in Plainfield whose owners, because
of age or poor health, cannot perform
necessary repairs. ARK has been in
operation for over a dozen years and
has renovated over 25 houses.

Tickets for “Isn’t It Romantic”
may be purchased by calling
Jacqueline Rose at (908) 232-1775
or Jeanne Goldstein at (908) 232-
3308.

Advance tickets are $15, $10 for
students, or $18 at the door. A
check payable to ARK may also be
sent to Temple Emanu-El, Atten-
tion ARK, 756 East Broad Street,
Westfield, 07090.
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PLAINFIELD – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders will present
“Rhythm & Blues by the Brook” this
Saturday, June 9, from noon to 7 p.m. at
Cedar Brook Park, Park and Pemberton
Avenues in Plainfield. The concert is free.

The Ohio Players, Gordon James, Seri-
ous Mixx, Amazing Grace Little & The
609 Band, and the Fortune Band are sched-
uled to perform.

For more information, please call (908)
436-2900.

Fanwood Library PostsFanwood Library PostsFanwood Library PostsFanwood Library PostsFanwood Library Posts
WWWWWinners of Playbill Contestinners of Playbill Contestinners of Playbill Contestinners of Playbill Contestinners of Playbill Contest

FANWOOD – Close to 100 pa-
trons entered the Fanwood Memorial
Library’s “Name That Face” contest,

but only 21 scored in double digits in
answering the 20 questions asked on
the entry form.

Leading the pack with 19 correct an-
swers was Doris Kerken of Fanwood.
Others scoring from 18 to 13 correct
replies was Doris Sieczka, Carol Miller,
Charlotte Hurley, Albert S. Dula, Ronald
C. MacCloskey, Eleanor A. Jones, Mary
Everson, Darlene Kasten, Susan
Iaccarino, Jennifer Perrotta, Alaina
Ingram, Carol Oakes, Gerald Powers,
Eileen Dolgin, Mary O’Connor,
Marshall Krugan, Barbara Harris, John
Perrotta, Gerald Shea and Ann Minski.

Although most entrants hailed from
Fanwood and Scotch Plains, patrons from
neighboring communities such as
Plainfield, Elizabeth, Edison and Bask-
ing Ridge also joined in the contest,
which awarded winners a CD of Barbara
Cook’s legendary Carnegie Hall concert.

The collection of vintage Broadway
Playbills with identifications will re-
main in the library’s display case for a
short while.
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WESTFIELD – On Wednesday,

May 30, Party Habits, a farce written by
Westfield High School seniors Zachary
Karp and Gavin Shulman, was performed
in the school auditorium.

The scene was also directed by Gavin,
and stars the Drama 3 class of Westfield
High School.

The 30-minute scene has been entered
in the Buck’s County Playhouse Compe-
tition, an annual high school theater com-
petition. The scene focuses around a
“typical suburban party” and the en-
semble of characters that one would
meet attending the party.

TTTTTrilogy Trilogy Trilogy Trilogy Trilogy Trio on Trio on Trio on Trio on Trio on Tapapapapap
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WESTFIELD – Friends of
Music at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
will present the Trilogy Trio in con-
cert on Sunday, June 10, at 4 p.m.
The church is located at 414 East
Broad Street in Westfield.

The Trilogy Trio, featuring Linda
Boyd on flute, Brett Deubner on
viola, and Lynett Wardle on harp,
will perform works of Jacques Ibert,
Françoise Devienne, Vaughan Will-
iams and Papastavrou.

For further information, please
call Charles Banks at (908) 232-
8506, extension no. 17. Donations
will be accepted at the door.
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National FraternityNational FraternityNational FraternityNational FraternityNational Fraternity
WESTFIELD – Twenty lo-

cal piano students from the
class of Anita Juntilla of
Westfield have registered as
candidates for membership in
the National Fraternity of Stu-
dent Musicians, sponsored by
the National Guild of Piano
Teachers, Teacher Division of
The American College of Mu-
sicians, of which Mrs. Juntilla
is a member.

This group of young piano
hobbyists will perform in the
National Piano Playing Audi-
tions at Newark-Suburbia
(Cranford) and str ive for
pledges, local, district, state,
national, or international hon-
ors. A number of standard ba-
roque, classic, romantic and
modern pieces chosen from the
masters of pianoforte litera-
ture will be performed in the
presence of an imported exam-
iner of note.

The names of the local en-
trants are: Brittany Hoops,
Matthew Hoops, Jessica Russo,
Alex Bregman, Sally Bregman,
Kaitlyn Lang, Matt Burton,
Nikki Hoduluk, Evan Lake,
Lauren Musacchia, Abby
Rosenstein, Alison Yuhas, Erin
Madden, Allison Land, Kelly
Greene, Jennifer Gerckens,
David Colaco, Andrew Patel-
Schneider, Nicole Nardone and
Ellen Scariati.
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WESTFIELD – Echo Lake Park
in Mountainside/Westfield will be
the backdrop for the 2001 Summer
Arts Festival Concert Series, spon-
sored by the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders and the Depart-
ment of Parks & Recreation.

On Wednesdays, June 27, to Au-
gust 29, all concerts will be held at
7:30 p.m. Admission is free. The rain
site for all concerts will be Cranford
High School, West End Place,
Cranford.

• June 27 – The New Jersey Sym-
phony Orchestra, sponsored by JP
Morgan Chase and Pfizer, Inc. A
performance entitled, “Variations on
America,” will be given.

• July 4 – A free performance by
the Westfield Symphony Orches-
tra, normally held at Echo Lake
Park, will be moved to Nomahegan
Park in Cranford. Co-sponsored by
the Township of Cranford, a fire-
works display will be held that
evening.

• July 11 – Popular Hits, featuring
New Power Soul, will be sponsored
by United National Bank. Newer hits
and top 40 numbers, embellished
with skits, costumes, dancing and
humor, will be included.

• July 18 – The Duprees will take
the audience down memory lane with
hits like “You Belong T Me.”

• July 25 – Reggae featuring Ver-

dict will be sponsored by First Union
National bank.

•August 1 – Oldies Night will
include Who’s Johnny and The New
Hearts. 7Sponsored by the Union
County Education Association, mu-
sic of the 50s and a capella numbers
will be spotlighted.

•August 8 – The Brass Tacks Big
Band Orchestra, sponsored by
Schering-Ploug, will offer big band
sounds from the 30s and 40s.

•August 15 – Motown, featuring
The Sensational Soul Cruisers, will
perform classic Motown, soul,
rhythm and blues, and disco.

•August 22 – Country music by
Mustang Sally will include classic
country to southern rock.

•August 29 – The Party Dolls,
sponsored by Tosco Refining Com-
pany, will perform 60s music to
today’s popular hits.

Attendees should bring a lawn chair
or blanket. A full-service refresh-
ment stand and rest rooms are avail-
able.

For more information, please call
the Union County Department of
Parks and Recreation at (908) 527-
4900.

For rain site information on days
of inclement or questionable weather,
please call the Parks & Recreation
hotline at (908) 352-8410, after 3
p.m. on the day of the concert.
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SCOTCH PLAINS – Union
County Vocational-Technical
Schools (UCVTS) in Scotch Plains
has announced that registration is
open to all Union County residents
for the Culinary Arts program which
begins on Thursday, September 5.

UCVTS will offer two separate
Culinary Arts classes that meet five
days per week. There will be a
daytime class from 2 to 4:40 p.m.
and an evening class from 5:10 to
7:50 p.m.

Union County residents ages 18
and over can complete the course
and receive a degree in one year if
they enroll in both classes. Resi-
dents who take one class per day
will complete their degree in two
years.

The Culinary Arts program of-
fers food service education, intro-
ducing students to a variety of food

preparation techniques from cook-
ing principles to gourmet foods.
Students learn in a state-of-the-art
commercial kitchen under the guid-
ance of a professional chef and
instructor.

The course includes instruction
in the preparation of stocks, soups,
sauces, salads, meats, fish, shell-
fish, poultry and vegetables. The
curriculum also teaches portion
control, food presentation, garnish-
ing an dessert preparation.

Additionally, students learn
proper safety and sanitation in the
kitchen, proper use of tools and
equipment, purchasing, inventory
control, menu planning, diet and
nutrition, serving, food service
management and kitchen opera-
tions.

Graduates of the program can
pursue careers as chefs, sous chefs,
banquet cooks, prep cooks, line
cooks or first cooks. Many gradu-
ates continue their education, pur-
suing bachelor degrees in culinary
arts at four-year institutions.

Financial aid is available to eli-
gible students. Job-placement as-
sistance is offered to all graduates.

For more information or to regis-
ter for the Culinary Arts program,
please call the Admissions Office
at UCVTS at (908) 889-8288, ex-
tension no. 340 or no. 341.

Local and Artsy?
Tell Us About It!

michelle@goleader.com


