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Scotch Plains Residents Seeing Average
Property Tax Hike of $470 This Year

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Editor’s Note: With local expendi-
tures 3.4 percent higher this year
than in 2000, the Scotch Plains Town-
ship Council passed a municipal
budget this spring that included a
four point property tax increase.
Combined with a large hike in the
local education budget and an in-
crease in county taxes, this means
the average property owner’s tax bill
will go up by more than 7 percent this
year.

The Times of Scotch Plains-

Fanwood begins its annual three-
part series on the local property tax
bill with a look at where those tax
dollars go in supporting the local
municipal government. Upcoming
articles will examine the property
tax bill as it relates to the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion and the Union County govern-
ment.

*  *  *  *  *
Scotch Plains residents will pay an

average of $6,669 in total property
taxes over the coming year on an
average assessed home of $117,000

vs. $6,201 paid last year at the same
valuation level. That equals $5.70
per $100 of assessed value. Of the
$6,669 in the average property tax
bill this year, about 64 percent, or
$4,268, will go towards educational
purposes. Slightly less than 18 per-
cent, or $1,187, will be earmarked
for Union County, with an nearly
equal amount paying for Scotch
Plains government services. In addi-
tion, an average of $23.40 will be
collected by the government to fi-
nance the local Open Space Trust
Fund while another $44 will be col-
lected to fund the county’s open space

fund, which was approved by voters
last November.

An assessed value of a home in
Scotch Plains is currently about 44
percent of the estimated market value,
according to Township Manager
Thomas E. Atkins, meaning that the
average assessed home of $117,000
carries an average sale price of about
$265,900. The last time the township
conducted a revaluation of its prop-
erties was 17 years ago.

The tax rate for local government
services rose four points this year, to
$1.01 per $100 of assessed value,
while the rate for the county portion
of the property tax bill increased 5
cents, from 94 cents to 99 cents. The
rate for the board of education, mean-
while, jumped from $3.37 to $3.66.

As is the case with most local
budgets, the Scotch Plains govern-
ment had little control over most of
the $17.58 million in expenditures in
its 2001 spending plan, since much
of the spending is mandated by state
and federal law, contract obligations
and the like.

Thus, the hands of the mayor, coun-
cil and the township professionals
who actually do much of the work in
putting together annual budgets are
somewhat tied when it comes to dis-
cretionary spending. Slightly more
than half of this year’s budget is
funded from local property tax
($9.627 million), with the remaining
$7.95 million coming from just over
$3 million in state aid, roughly $2.4
million in the township’s anticipated
surplus, and expected revenues from
construction code fees, municipal
court revenue, interest on township
investments and revenue from Scotch
Hills Country Club.

Fanwood Residents to Pay Average
Property Tax Bill of $6,105 This Year

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

Editor’s Note: The following is the
first of a three-part series on the
2001 property tax bills in Fanwood.

*  *  *  *  *
Though it has been several months

since Fanwood’s Borough Council
finalized its 2001 budget, tax bills
are actually mailed during the sum-
mer months when residents have
likely forgotten the particulars of
how their tax dollars are used, not
only by the borough, but by the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school system as
well as Union County.

Colleen Huehn, Borough Tax Col-
lector, verified that the total tax rate
was certified last week at $7.182 per
$100 of assessed value. The average

assessment of a Fanwood home is
$83,000, which means the average
tax bill is $6,105.

A look at the tax rates in the differ-
ent categories for 2001 shows the
rate for local government services at
$1.569, up from $1.47 in 2000. The
county rate rose from $1.10 last year
to $1.153 for 2001. The rate for the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education climbed to $4.439 from
$4.27 in 2001.

Sixty-two percent of the tax bill,
or $3,773, is earmarked for educa-
tion.

Close to 22 percent of the tax bill,
or $1,334 is slated for local govern-
ment services, while $980, which
represents 16 percent of the bill,
goes toward county services and ac-

tivities. An additional $18 goes to-
ward the county’s Open Space Trust
Fund, which was authorized by vot-
ers in 2000.

Property taxes fund $3,444,818 or
64 percent of Fanwood’s total
$5,985,220 budget, while state aid
contributes $1,016,167. Budget rev-
enues include an anticipated
$725,000 surplus for the year, with
construction code fees, municipal
court revenues and interest on in-
vestments contributing $84,000,
$150,000 and $75,000, respectively.

Other revenues include parking
meters and permits ($145,000); fees
and permits ($20,000); licenses
($7,750); interests and costs on taxes
($29,000); as well as numerous grant

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

AERATORS ADDED; FOOT BRIDGES AND BENCHES TO FOLLOW

Westfield Gives Brightwood
Manicure of Neglected Areas

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

Holding the distinction of being
the only natural park setting left in
Westfield, Brightwood Park, which
borders Scotch Plains, has been get-
ting a much-needed manicure to
sorely overgrown and neglected ar-
eas.

Renovations currently underway
include removing underbrush where
necessary to clear paths in order to
make the park and trails more acces-
sible for everyone’s enjoyment, said
Department of Public Works Direc-
tor Kenneth B. Marsh. Other renova-
tions include the installation of two
aerators beneath the manmade
lakebed in order to facilitate healthier
water quality for the wildlife in the
lake.

“The aerators, installed last week,
oxygenate and keep the water mov-
ing, which will insure the quality of
the water to maintain a healthy fish
population,” Mr. Marsh explained.
Tamaques Park and Mindowaskin

Park have similar aerators in their
lakes.

The town has applied for a $25,000
grant from the state to be matched by
municipal funds in order to make
additional renovations to the park.
The status of that grant will not be
determined until September, Mr.
Marsh confirmed.

Once the grant application is ap-
proved, additional renovations will
include adding several park benches
and two foot bridges to extend the
path over streams, Mr. Marsh noted.
Also, wood chips will be added to
stabilize the paths and prevent ero-
sion of the trails.

In recent years, there has been
much concern on the part of local
residents that Brightwood’s natural
setting would be destroyed by over-
development and unnatural renova-
tions. Concerned residents have met
with the Westfield’s Department of
Public Works and Recreation Com-
mission on several occasions to ex-
press their wishes to preserve the
park’s natural environment.

During meetings, Recreation Com-
mission Chairman Keith S. Hertell
has assured the park lovers on nu-
merous occasions that Brightwood’s
naturalistic setting would be pro-
tected and that no unnecessary reno-
vations would take place.

Forty years ago, Brightwood Park
was a swamp, Mr. Marsh noted. The
swampy area was used as an illegal
dump and became the unfortunate
recipient of old refrigerators and tires.
Before that, in the 1930s, two dozen
shacks in a makeshift shanty town
occupied the area that surrounded
the swamp.

The garbage was cleared out and
the old shacks were leveled to make
way for the manmade lake in 1960s.

Westfield naturalist and teacher
Noel Taylor wrote a booklet,
“Brightwood Park,” about the ecol-

ogy of the park, documenting more
than 350 kinds of flora and fauna by
the late 1970s. Over the years, the
park has been used as a living labo-
ratory for biology, botany and ecol-
ogy students.

Concerned residents have ex-
pressed their desire to maintain the
park’s natural environment, so that
future generations can learn in this
natural outdoor classroom, as well as
to protect the wildlife in the park.

These renovations are in keeping
with the residents’ wishes to protect
the natural setting without disturb-
ing the health of the wildlife, Mr.
Marsh added. No other changes will
be made to the park.

An 11.7-acre parcel of land, adja-
cent to Brightwood Park, immedi-
ately over the border of Westfield, in
Scotch Plains, known as the Broad-
way Development site, has been re-
zoned by the Township of Scotch
Plains. Previously zoned as ML-1
for Mount Laurel low to moderate
income housing, the land has been
rezoned in the newly revised Master
Plan for senior citizen-age restricted
housing, designated as a SC-1 zone.
This was possible because the town’s
Mount Laurel obligations have been
met.

The site, jointly owned by the town-
ship and Broadway Associates, will
be sold to Broadway Associates for
$785,000, with the condition that it
be developed for low density, age
restricted, single-family homes.

Approximately 55 to 65 single fam-
ily ranch-style homes are proposed
for the site. Being an age-restricted
development would insure minimal
impact on the school district.

After years of negotiating, the
township has signed a letter of intent
with Broadway Associates, desig-
nating them as the sole developers,
and permitting them to begin some

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
SMOOTH SKATING…LaGrande Park in Fanwood welcomed its new Skatepark
with a grand opening on Saturday. Pictured, left to right, are: Fanwood
Recreation Commission Chairman Russell Wells, Fanwood Councilwoman
Carol Wood, Council Liaison to the Commission Thomas P. Ryan, Jr. and his
daughter, Madelyn, Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell, Executive Director of
Recreation Kevin Ewing, Commissioners Ken Fischer and Art Badala, and
Mayor Louis C. Jung. Pictured, above, right, one youngster takes advantage of
the new facility.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
JIGGING IN JULY…Local Irish dancers took the Village Green stage last Thursday in Scotch Plains in authentic
costumes. The colorful outfits, which were comprised of fluorescent raw silk and vell, accompanied the vibrant
atmosphere begun by Rewind, a Scotch Plains-based band. CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

State Legislation Could Strip Towns’
Powers Regarding Home Businesses

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Legislation currently working its
way through the State Legislature
could potentially strip local munici-
palities of certain zoning powers as
they relate to home-based businesses.

Assembly Bill No. 1193, the Fam-
ily Home Occupation Act, passed
the lower house of the Legislature
late last month. The bill, sponsored
by Assemblymen Joseph Azzolina
(R-13th, Middlesex and Monmouth)
and Joseph V. Doria (D-31st, Hudson)
passed the Assembly, 45-24-3, on
June 28.

A companion bill in the Senate, S-
2069 sponsored by Senator Diane
Allen (R-7th, Burlington), was in-
troduced earlier this year.

If enacted, a home-based business

would be permitted to exist in a
residential zone as an accessory use
and would not require a use variance.
This would mean that local zoning
ordinances would not apply.

New Jersey has seen more than
250,000 new home-based, service-
oriented businesses begun in the past
decade. The legislation notes that
“many of these family home occupa-
tions are operating in violation of
outmoded local ordinances” that per-
mit home-based businesses for doc-
tors, attorneys and accountants, but
prohibit other for-profit home busi-
nesses. Most towns enacted zoning
ordinances in the 1960s and 1970s in
an effort to protect residential neigh-
borhoods from the negative effects
of industry.

While he doesn’t think home-based

businesses are a problem in most
areas, Scotch Plains Township Man-
ager Thomas E. Atkins said he ques-
tions the legislation’s potential im-
pact in local communities.

“You can’t have a blanket policy
that says if something is a home-
based business, it’s alright,” he said.
Such a policy could potentially al-
low a home-based business to oper-
ate regardless of its impact on the
neighborhood.

Mr. Atkins said local communities
could then face problems such as an
excessive number of deliveries to a
home, numerous employees and cli-
ents working at and visiting the home,
parking problems and a general dis-
ruption of the neighborhood’s char-
acter.

He added that in his 21 years as
township manager in Scotch Plains,
the highest priority of both the Town-
ship Council and the Planning Board
has been “trying to protect the integ-

David B. Corbin for The Times
SPRUCING UP...Brightwood Park, the only natural park setting left in Westfield,
bordering Scotch Plains, has been getting a much-needed manicure to sorely
overgrown and neglected areas. Current renovations include removing under-
brush where necessary to clear paths in order to make the park and trails more
accessible. Other renovations include the installation of two aerators beneath
the manmade lakebed in order to facilitate healthier water quality for the
wildlife in the lake.
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Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.

As always, the biggest piece of
this year’s budget pie — represent-
ing about $237, or 20 percent, of the
average $1,187 in taxes for munici-
pal services, will be allocated to the
Scotch Plains Police Department,
whose $3.925 million in funding will
go toward salaries, the department’s
operating expenses, the traffic bu-
reau and maintenance of the
township’s traffic lights.

Skyrocketing medical costs have
not passed by Scotch Plains, with
health insurance coverage for the
120-odd full-time township employ-
ees costing the local government
$1.169 million this year, an increase
of more than 20 percent.

This coverage includes hospital,
medical, major medical and dental.
General insurance costs, such as
workers compensation, automobile
coverage, police liability and other
liability insurance, amounts to
$430,000.

Another $1.12 million in this year’s
budget will be earmarked for streets
and roads, which Mr. Atkins said
involves leaf pick-up, the annual
spring clean-up, recycling and road
maintenance. Nearly the same
amount — $1.045 million — will be
budgeted for salaries and wages
within the Public Works Department.

A few intangible, but significant
portions of this year’s budget are the
$1.35 million placed in a reserve for
uncollected taxes and the $1.46 mil-
lion earmarked for municipal debt ser-
vice, which, Mr. Atkins told The Times
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood, includes
$750,000 for payment of bond princi-
pal; $113,000 for payment of bond
anticipation notes; $340,000 for inter-
est on bonds; and $260,000 for interest
on notes. Another $495,700 will pay
for contributions to the pension funds
of the police, firemen and other public
employees as well as Social Security.

Thanks to legislation enacted ear-
lier this year that reduced this year’s
municipal contributions to the State
Police & Firemen’s Retirement Sys-
tem, local payments to these two
pension funds totaled $113,000 vs.
$419,000 last year.

The township will pay $1.029 mil-
lion to two sewerage authorities —
the Rahway Valley Sewerage Au-
thority and the Plainfield Area Re-
gional Sewerage Authority — for
treatment and processing. Much of
the 13 percent increase, according
to Mr. Atkins, was due to about
$113,000 in fee increases at the
Rahway Valley Authority. The
Scotch Plains Library’s budget for
this year is $801,000, which will
finance all books, projects, mainte-
nance, salaries and operating ex-
penses. The Parks and Recreation
Department receives $484,000 for
wages and salaries, its various pro-
grams and maintenance of the
township’s parks, while Scotch Hills
Country Club will receive $303,000.

Another $306,000 has been bud-
geted for construction code enforce-
ment, while $318,000 is earmarked
for fire hydrant service, which in-
volves payment of a monthly fee to
Elizabethtown Water Company to
ensure water is always available at all
the hydrants in town and that those
hydrants are regularly maintained.

Street lighting will cost $185,000
this year and utility costs for public
buildings such as the library and

the Municipal Building amount to
$175,000. Increased gasoline prices
mean that gas for township-owned
vehicles will cost about $75,000
this year — an increase of about 15
percent over last year. The budget
for the Municipal Court is $141,000
while the Fire Department’s bud-
get will be $194,000, which pays
for the salary of Chief Jonathan

Ellis as well as maintenance of the
trucks and other equipment.

Other, lesser aspects of the Scotch
Plains municipal budget this year
include such items as tax assessment
and collection, election administra-
tion, legal services, engineering,
court operating expenses, senior citi-
zens services, emergency manage-
ment, and health and welfare.
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Scotch Plains Residents Seeing Average
Property Tax Hike of $470 This Year

moneys (the largest of which is a
$100,000 Senior Initiatives Grant
from the county).

The lion’s share of municipal ap-
propriations goes toward the
Fanwood Police Department, with
$1.6 million slated for salaries and
wages, and an additional $85,910 set
aside for other expenses under the
department’s jurisdiction.

Municipal debt service accounts
for more than $450 million worth of
appropriations, including $323,000
for payment of bond principal;
$73,512 in interest on bonds; and
$54,030 in interest on notes.

Under the Union County Improve-
ment Authority’s Capital Lease Pro-
gram, the borough will pay $69,284
in principal and $17,027 in interest.
Borough officials placed $360,000
in reserve for uncollected taxes.

The borough earmarked a total of
$166,621 for contributions to the
public employees’ retirement and
social security systems, and to the
police and firemen’s pension fund
and retirement systems.

Not surprisingly, the costs of health
insurance for the borough’s 80 em-
ployees increased significantly this
year. The cost of group insurance
rose to $581,287, an 24 percent in-
crease over 2000.

Under the category of “streets and
roads,” which according to Finance
Director Barbara Brennan, covers
Department of Public Works (DPW)
activities, such as road repair, main-
tenance and street cleaning, the sala-
ries and wages budget is $464,768
for DPW employees. An additional
$77,000 is earmarked for other DPW
expenses.

The budget for solid waste man-
agement, which includes the
borough’s annual leaf and brush pick-
up program, is $78,600. In addition,
the borough will pay $268,572 to the
Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage
Authority for treatment and process-
ing.

Having completed a three-year
renovation program, which saw ma-
jor improvements to library facili-
ties and services, the Fanwood Pub-
lic Library budget for the year is
$266,189, which covers salaries,
maintenance and operating expenses.
The total budget for Recreation and
Community Services, which includes
parks and playgrounds and their pro-
grams, is $36,747.

Construction code enforcement in
the borough is overseen by various
officials and inspectors. The budget
for this area, which includes salaries
and wages as well as other expenses,
totals $77,074. Fire hydrant services
cost $91,913, while street lighting
costs $77,000 and utility costs at
borough buildings are $78,590. The
municipal court budget is $71,532
for salaries and wages, with an addi-
tional $10,400 slated for other ex-
penses.

Gasoline and diesel fuel costs for
borough vehicles rose 23 percent to
$24,000 from $19,500 in 2000 thanks
to escalating fuel prices.

Appropriations related to the fire
department include $91,913 for fire
hydrant maintenance, as well as an-
other $32,250 for miscellaneous ex-
penses that include maintenance of
fire trucks, repairs and equipment
purchases, according to Ms. Brennan.

An additional expense within the
category of public safety is $51,320
for school crossing guards.

The borough budgeted $49,587
within the Capital Improvement
Fund, moneys which will be used to
launch a three-year program that in-
cludes road reconstruction and main-
tenance; storm and sanitary sewer
improvements; the purchase of ve-

hicles; and improvement to borough
property. The $942,162 balance of
the funds needed for these projects in
2001 will come from bonds.

One new expense for the borough
in 2001 is the Length of Service
Award Program (LOSAP), which
voters approved in a referendum on
the 1999 ballot. As Ms. Brennan
explained, the program enables the
borough to contribute a flat fee into
a retirement fund for borough fire
and rescue volunteers who meet cer-
tain criteria every year. The 2001
budget for LOSAP is $15,500. The
program is designed as an incentive
to draw more volunteers to these
local services.
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Lauren Sheppard Placed
On Spring Dean’s List
FANWOOD – Carol A. Strobeck,

Associate Dean of the Women’s College
and Registrar at the College of Saint
Elizabeth, has announced that Lauren
Sheppard of Fanwood was named to the
Dean’s List for the spring 2001 semester.

Lauren is entering her senior year at
the college, pursuing a double major in
psychology and elementary education in
the college’s Department of Education.
She is pursuing minors in early child-
hood and special education.

An employee of the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA, Lauren works at the after-
care program in Scotch Plains at Union
Catholic High School, and at the College
of Saint Elizabeth’s Library at Convent
Station. Lauren is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. William W. Sheppard of
Fanwood.

GRANT RECIPIENTS…Recent
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) graduates Lindsey Davis,
Catherine Mangan, and Shivani
Parmar, left to right, were each
awarded $1,000 scholarships this year
by the Foreign Language Educators
of New Jersey (FLENJ) based on their
outstanding results in a statewide writ-
ing competition. The students cap-
tured 3 out of the 10 scholarships
awarded annually by the FLENJ to
New Jersey world language students,
who compete in French, Spanish, Ital-
ian or German in a timed writing
event. Competing students write on a
topic of their choice for 45 minutes in
the language they have studied.
Lindsey, Catherine and Shivani, who
competed in French, were Advanced
Placement French students of Maria
Olsen at SPFHS.

Univ. of Scranton Calls
Christine Erin Boyle

‘Outstanding Graduate’
SCOTCH PLAINS – Christine

Erin Boyle of Scotch Plains was
among the 64 outstanding mem-
bers of The University of
Scranton’s undergraduate Class of
2001 recognized for their achieve-
ment during the university’s com-
mencement exercises.

Students from the university’s
four academic divisions were hon-
ored for outstanding academic
achievement in their fields of study.
Christine received the Jesuit Com-
munity Award for Ignatian Spiri-
tuality.

A graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, Christine
earned her Bachelor of Arts De-
gree in History with minors in
Spanish and Criminal Justice. She
was a member of Alpha Phi Sigma,
the National Honor Society in
Criminal Justice, and Alpha Mu
Gamma, the National Collegiate
Foreign Language Honor Society.

Christine had distinguished her-
self in the active application of
Ignatian Spirituality in her com-
mitment to the faith that does jus-
tice through her work as co-direc-
tor for Ignatian Awareness Week
and her participation in the Casa
de la Solaridad-Study Abroad Im-
mersion Program in El Salvador.

She also participated in a seven-
week program, working with the
poor in Mexico. Christine’s future
plans include dedicating a year of
her life to Casa de la Solaridad in
El Salvador.
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Brightwood
preliminary studies of the land for
future development.

The letter allows Broadway en-
gineers to implement certain phases
of land development studies, while
restricting the town from striking
deals with other developers.

Phase one of an environmental
impact study has already been com-
pleted and two acres of the land has
been designated as protected wet-
lands, unusable for development.

Once an application is filed with
the Planning Board, public hear-
ings will be held. Although access
roads have not been delineated yet,
the board has assured the public
that they will not impinge on
Brightwood Park in any way.

Several neighborhood residents
expressed their concerns to the
board that the proposed develop-
ment would have an adverse im-
pact on what they characterize as
their overdeveloped neighborhood.
Board officials assured the public
at a meeting in May that they would
insure that no development would
take place that would adversely
affect the town’s residents and that
approval of any proposal would
have to be in keeping with the
character and density of the exist-
ing neighborhood.

The application is expected to be
heard before the board in the fall.

Fred Lecomte for The Times
DOWNTOWN ACCIDENT…On Thursday evening, Mountainside resident Brent Barnes, 48, was moderately injured
after being struck in a crosswalk at the intersection of Elm and Quimby Streets in Westfield, by driver Kathleen Szymona,
21, of Cranford. Traveling northbound on Elm Street in her 2000 Mercury Sable, the driver was attempting to make a
right-hand turn onto Quimby. Pictured, above,  Patrol Officer Christopher Wolfson and a member of the Westfield
Volunteer Rescue Squad arrive on the scene.

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

MONDAY, JULY 16
•An employee of a Terrill Road nurs-

ing home reported that her identifica-
tion and credit card were taken from her
purse while left at a nurse’s station dur-
ing the day.

•James E. Gorman, 32, of Piscataway
was arrested for providing false infor-
mation to police and for possession of
under 50 grams of marijuana after being
stopped for speeding on Route 22.
Gorman was released on $1,000 bail set
by Scotch Plains Municipal Judge Brian
Levine.

TUESDAY, JULY 17
•Daniel S. Kalisky, 19, of Fanwood

and Evan Campbell, 20, of Scotch Plains
were arrested for possession of suspected
heroin pursuant to a rescue squad call for
an unconscious man at a Seward Avenue
address.

Police said Campbell was transported
to the Muhlenberg Medical Center in
Plainfield and admitted for treatment of
a drug overdose and discharged. Both
suspects were released on a summons.

THURSDAY, JULY 19
•A Heritage Lane resident reported

finding the house entered through a rear
door by removal of a window-pane and
the bedroom ransacked. Police said it
appeared that the burglary was in
progress due to the homeowner finding
a bag of jewelry spilled on the stairs. A

bystander reported seeing two teenagers
running from the area at approximately
4 p.m.

•John Scaperrotta, 51, of Westfield
was arrested for possession of under 50
grams of marijuana after a report by a
passing motorist that Scaperrotta was
seeing smoking what appeared to be
marijuana while in his vehicle on Park
Avenue.

FRIDAY, JULY 20
•A School Place resident reported a

vehicle was entered into overnight but
nothing appeared to have been taken.

•A Church Avenue resident reported
a vehicle was entered into but nothing
appeared to have been taken.

SATURDAY, JULY 21
•A vehicle left for service at a South

Avenue business was entered overnight,
but nothing was taken.

•An area resident reported that the
playground equipment at Coles Elemen-
tary School was damaged. The incident
occurred sometime over the past few
weeks.

SUNDAY, JULY 22
•Damage was done to a vehicle on

Ternay Avenue in an apparent attempt
to gain entry.

•Police reported that someone drove
up the curb and caused minor damage to
a fence at a Route 22 business and then
left the scene.
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Zoning Legislation

Pedestrian Struck by Car at Elm,
Quimby; Sustains Moderate Injuries

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- A pedestrian was
moderately injured last Thursday
evening when he was struck by a car
in a crosswalk at the intersection of
Elm and Quimby Streets in Westfield.

The accident occurred at 5:06 p.m.,
as Mountainside resident Brent
Barnes, 48, was attempting to cross
Quimby Street, according to
Westfield Police Lieutenant John M.
Parizeau.

The driver, identified as Kathleen
Szymona, 21, of Cranford, was trav-
eling northbound on Elm Street in
her 2000 Mercury Sable and had
been attempting to make a right turn
onto Quimby.

She told police that she saw Mr.
Barnes in the crosswalk and at-
tempted to stop but was unsuccess-
ful, Lieutenant Parizeau confirmed.
The driver was not issued any cita-
tions.

The Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad responded to the accident
scene. Mr. Barnes’ injuries were de-
scribed in a police report as a “con-
tusion, bruise and abrasion,” but no
further information was available
regarding where he was transported
for treatment or the status of his
condition.

Lieutenant Parizeau confirmed that
since the beginning of this year, there
have been 17 cases reported in
Westfield involving motor vehicles
and either a pedestrian or bicyclist.
Such incidents, he noted, can in-
clude a cyclist colliding with an open
car door. There have been no fatali-
ties as a result of any of these inci-
dents, he said.

However, several pedestrians were
killed within the past two years in
traffic accidents which occurred in
the town. During the first two months
of 1999, Ellen Interdonato, 71, of
Scotch Plains and Anna Tkacova, 23,
a Perth Amboy resident who had

been working as a nanny for a
Westfield family, were killed in sepa-
rate incidents as they attempted to
cross East Broad Street.

Last December 4, Sherry Warman,
30, of Westfield was fatally struck as
she tried to cross North Avenue, West.

University of Scranton
Tells Spring Dean’s List

Klock, Feil and Werner
Named to Dean’s List
SCOTCH PLAINS – Providence

College in Providence, R.I. has an-
nounced that Scotch Plains residents
Thomas Klock, Kristy Feil and Tho-
mas Werner have been named to the
Dean’s List for the spring 2001 se-
mester.

Thomas Klock is majoring in ac-
countancy, Thomas Werner is ma-
joring in English, and Kristy is ma-
joring in history.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Uni-
versity of Scranton in Scranton,
Pa. has announced that Joanna E.
Garibaldi of Scotch Plains and
Berkeley Heights residents
Danielle L. Radano, Kevin T.
Riley and Lisa A. Stafanchik,
have been placed on the spring
Dean’s List for the 2001 semes-
ter.

Joanna is a sophomore focus-
ing her studies on early child-
hood education. A senior,
Danielle is majoring in market-
ing. Kevin, a freshman, is major-
ing in criminal justice. Lisa, a
senior, is a marketing major.

rity of residential neighborhoods.”
The New Jersey State League of

Municipalities (NJSLOM) has
strongly opposed the legislation.
William G. Dressel, Jr., Executive
Director, in a letter to mayors said
the latest version of the bill runs the
risk “of legalizing certain business
interests that are currently not le-
gal.” He also opposes a provision
requiring use restrictions on the num-
ber of invites or guests for such busi-
nesses. Mr. Dressel said the provi-
sion would restrict such social gath-
erings as birthday parties and Cub
Scout meetings.

Westfield Third Ward Councilman
Neil F. Sullivan, Jr., operator of a
home business, said he does not agree
with Mr. Dressel’s views on the leg-
islation.

He said the bill would not allow
truck deliveries that are inconsistent
with what are normally permitted in
a residential zone. Mr. Sullivan also

said the legislation restricts illegal
activity. Towns would have six
months following enactment of the
legislation to make changes to their
respective zoning codes regarding
any further restrictions on home busi-
nesses.

“I don’t think it does any harm to
Westfield,” Mr. Sullivan stated. “This
(the legislation) is common sense.”

Susan Jacobson, a Westfield resi-
dent and Vice President of the Union
County Chamber of Commerce, said
the legislation is intended to allow
such businesses to exist in the first
place. Some towns, she indicated,
have restrictions making it illegal
even for a person to operate out of
their home by working on their per-
sonal computer.

Mrs. Jacobson hopes the legisla-
tion passes. At which time, town
ordinances, such as area deliveries
and on-street parking, could be ad-
dressed.

“I hope it gets through,” said Mrs.
Jacobson. She said that within the
last year, Fanwood changed its zon-
ing laws to allow for home-based
businesses. Westfield allows them,
but has restrictions on how they may
operate.

Her one concern is that the legisla-
tion requires home-based companies
to have an employee base made up
solely of family members and rela-
tives.

Assemblyman Richard H. Bagger
of Westfield (R-22nd, Union) said he
voted in favor of the latest version of
the bill.

He said the original bill unveiled
four or five years ago, which he
opposed, was too broad. Mr. Bagger
said the new version is “quite similar
to Westfield’s home occupation pro-
vision in the town’s zoning ordi-
nance.”

Under the proposed statute a home
business is one that cannot be deter-
mined from outside a home, one
where there are no clients, such is the
case with a medical office, and one
where deliveries such as FedEx are
only within what is normal for a
residential zone.

The actual standards for determin-
ing what are home businesses would
be left up the towns themselves, Mr.
Bagger stated.


