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DiFrancesco Urges Comprehensive
Prescription Coverage for Seniors

TRENTON – Acting Governor
Donald T. DiFrancesco sent letters
July 17 to President George W. Bush
and Senators Robert Torricelli and
Jon Corzine outlining his priorities
for ensuring that New Jersey’s se-
niors and taxpayers are not short-
changed by federal legislation creat-
ing a Medicare pharmaceutical ben-
efit program.

Mr. DiFrancesco’s letters, which
were shared with the state’s Con-
gressional delegation, are in response
to an administration proposal that
might offer fewer benefits than New
Jersey residents already receive un-
der the two landmark programs –
Pharmaceutical Assistance to the
Aged and Disabled (PAAD) and Se-
nior Gold, the newly-enacted pre-
scription discount program for middle
income seniors. Congress was sched-
uled to begin mark-up sessions on

the legislation last week.
“Those states that have already

committed needed resources to pre-
scription aid for seniors should re-
ceive equal benefits to those states
that have chosen not to do so,” said
the Acting Governor, while express-
ing support for the President’s call
for Congressional action on the issue
of prescription drug coverage for
seniors.

“Don’t penalize New Jersey for
having the vision to move forward on
this issue before Congress had a
chance to act,” he stated.

Mr. DiFrancesco emphasized that
any federal prescription program
must subsidize New Jersey’s senior
citizens even if the Medicare benefit
is not as generous as the current state
program. New Jersey’s PAAD and
Senior Gold programs are consid-
ered among the most comprehensive

in the country.
“Any action taken by the federal

government must complement the
current level of coverage New
Jersey’s seniors receive. Our PAAD
and Senior Gold programs, which
are enjoying great success, should be
carefully considered as you move
forward in Congress to develop leg-
islation. Beneficiaries enrolled in, or
eligible for, this program must re-
ceive the full benefits permitted un-
der federal law without regard to the
level of coverage offered through a
state program,” he added.

Mr. DiFrancesco forwarded a list
of priorities, shared by several north-
eastern states offering prescription
drug benefits, requesting that Con-
gress grant states certain authority
regarding benefits.

MARKING THE NEW MILLENNIUM...Current and former officials from
Westfield recently dedicated a millennium marker next to Starbucks Coffee
on Central Avenue. Pictured, left to right, are: Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration (DWC) Chairman Douglas Schwarz, former DWC Chairman Joseph
Spector, former Westfield Mayor Thomas C. Jardim, landscaper Craig Stock,
Mayor Gregory S. McDermott, former DWC Director and creative designer
of the marker, Michael La Place, and Dave Rogers, who installed the plaque
and the stone.

Leigh Ivan Flexes Leadership
Muscle in Nation’s Capital

WESTFIELD – Leigh Ann Ivan of
Westfield attended the National
Young Leaders Confer-
ence (NYLC) from
June 17 to 27 in Wash-
ington, D.C.

This leadership de-
velopment program in-
vited Leigh, a rising
senior at Wardlaw-
Hartridge School in
Edison, based on her
scholastic merit, com-
munity involvement,
and leadership contri-
butions, to interact with
today’s national lead-
ers.

Leigh interviewed
Congressman Michael
A. Ferguson, Congres-
sional staff members,
and other various in-
fluential personalities.

“The NYLC inspires exceptional
high school students like Leigh Ivan
to take leadership initiative, to face
challenges head-on and to gain con-
fidence in making positive changes
in their communities and through-
out the world,” said Executive Di-

rector of the Congressional Youth
Leadership Council, Michael

Lasday.
During the

NYLC, Leigh had
the opportunity to
learn from guest
speakers Charlene
Fern, speechwriter
to First Lady Laura
Bush, U.S. Repre-
sentative J.D.
Hayworth of Ari-
zona, Barbara Bra-
dley of National
Public Radio, Ceci
Connolly of The
Washington Post,
Pam Hess of
United Press Inter-
national, and Ri-
chard Ryan,
former reporter
with The Detroit

News and current president of the
National Press Club.

Leigh was given the chance to ask
questions regarding national and in-
ternational current events, as well as
for advice and perspectives on how
to start a career in journalism.

Leigh Ivan and Congressman
Michael A. Ferguson

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LITTLE GREEN PICKUP AND CASCADE BLUE BUICK...Lou Strano of Linden stands proudly beside his 1931 Model
A Ford pickup, which he salvaged behind Linden Airport 10 years ago and restored, and Jim Case of Westfield shows off his
1936 four-door Buick Special, which he has had for five years. These fine cars and many others appeared at the Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce Classic Car Show on July 24. In 1931, the Ford pickup cost $475 plus $15 extra for a special paint job.

Fanwood Democrats Reelect
Mrs. Stender as Chairwoman
FANWOOD – The Fanwood

Democratic Municipal Committee
has reelected Union County Free-
holder Linda Stender as its Chair-
woman for the next two years.

The committee met on July 2 at the
LaGrande Park Recreation Building
following the June 26 Primary Elec-
tion to congratulate its Borough
Council candidates and newly-
elected committee members and to
choose the committee’s officers.

Other officers elected at the meet-
ing include former Fanwood Bor-
ough Council member Bruce Walsh
as Vice Chairman; Joan Feller as
Secretary and Carol Cassidy as Trea-
surer.

In the Primary Election, Council-
woman Katherine Mitchell and her
running mate, Michael Brennan, won
the endorsement of Fanwood Demo-
crats for election to seats on the
Borough Council in the Tuesday,
November 6 General Election.

Mrs. Stender is a lifelong resident
of Fanwood and Scotch Plains. Cur-
rently serving her third term on the
Union County Freeholder Board,
she is a former Mayor of Fanwood
and also served on the Borough
Council.

In addition to fulfilling her duties
as Chairwoman of the Fanwood
Democratic Committee, Mrs. Stender
is campaigning for a seat in the State
Assembly from the 22nd Legislative
District.

“I’m delighted to continue as
Chairwoman of the Fanwood Demo-
cratic Committee,” Mrs. Stender
said. “We have a great local team
this year and I’m looking forward to
walking with Kathy Mitchell and
Michael Brennan as we campaign
throughout the neighborhoods of
Fanwood.”

Terrill School Writers
Recognized in Contest

SCOTCH PLAINS – Four sixth
graders of Stacey Tighelaar at Terrill
Middle School in Scotch Plains were
recognized this year in the 20th An-
nual Writing Contest, sponsored by
the New Jersey Council of Teachers
of English (NJCTE).

Student Morgan Finkel tied with
Helen Han for third place in poetry,
Laurie Aylward earned third place in
script writing, and Natalie Diken tied
for honorable mention in prose fic-
tion.

Winners in the contest, selected
from about 1,000 entries received
from students in kindergarten through
12th grade from across the state, were
honored during an awards celebra-
tion in the spring, sponsored by the
NJCTE.

Also at Terrill School, several stu-

dents of English teachers Cathy
Mattfield, Paul Larsen, and Karen
Moran, had their work published in the
national High School Writer monthly
classroom teaching magazine.

Developed to provide a “real audi-
ence” for students, the magazine fos-
ters the desire among young people to
learn good reading and writing skills.
The magazine consists of fiction and
non-fiction works written by students.

The SP-F students whose writing
was published and who received Cer-
tificates of Literary Merit from the
magazine were Sara Woods, Rebecca
Koransky, Jessica Neuringer, Liz Elko,
Nora Isack, Mike Leighton, Christo-
pher D’Annunzio, Jennifer Marcketta,
Michelle Swick, Amanda Cohen,
Vanessa Okoro, Carlene Bronikowski,
and Erin Gallagher.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

SAFE BOATING...Acting Governor Donald T. DiFrancesco of Scotch Plains,
center, recently proclaimed National Safe Boating Week from May 19 to 25,
which officially kicked off the annual summer safe boating campaign. Joining
the Governor in Trenton for the presentation, left to right, were: U.S. Coast
Guard Auxiliary members Lou and Trudy Bopp of Little Silver, Commodore
William V. Huling of Ledyard, Conn., First Coast Guard District for the
Southern Region, and State Assemblyman Richard H. Bagger of Westfield.


