
Page 2  Thursday, July 26, 2001 The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

State Moving Ahead of Feds
With New Benefit for Seniors

Mountainside Council
Unveils Ordinance

For Lighting at Field
By DONALD T. DiFRANCESCO

With the nation’s baby boomers
steadily heading toward senior citizen
status, now is the time to examine the
best way to keep healthcare costs rea-
sonable, including extending Medicare
coverage to medicines.

This process is essential to maintain
the health of our older adults, and vital
to avoid or even postpone costly hospi-
talization and diagnostic services.

One key area is the management of
pharmaceutical assistance programs for
seniors. There is no real need for fed-
eral gridlock on this issue particularly
if cost projections for expanding pre-
scription coverage also demonstrate
the impact that the program would have
on costly hospitalization stays and the
diagnostic usage of medicines.

Indeed, the New Jersey experience
suggests a well designed Medicare pro-
gram which spreads the cost, can be
rapidly implemented and would not
break the federal bank.

For 25 years, New Jersey has oper-
ated a pharmaceutical assistance pro-
gram for low-income seniors and dis-
abled people called The Pharmaceuti-
cal Assistance to the Aged & Disabled
Program (PAAD). This past spring, I
launched the nation’s largest state-
funded program of coverage of phar-
maceuticals for middle-income seniors,
called Senior Gold, by legislation.

Together, these two programs of-
fer approaches that have provided
New Jersey’s elderly and disabled
populations with medicines at low
cost without jeopardizing the finan-
cial incentives pharmaceutical com-
panies need to continue research at a
reasonable cost.

Here’s how New Jersey’s program
works for its 1.4 million elderly resi-
dents and its disabled populations. In-
dividuals with incomes between
$19,238 and $29,238, if single or be-
tween $23,589 and $33,589, if mar-
ried, qualify for Senior Gold. Partici-
pants in the program pay $15 plus half
the remaining cost of the medication. A
catastrophic benefit applies when a

single person pays $2,000 or $3,000
for a married couple; then they pay a
$15 co-pay.

This program promises to be as effi-
cient and popular as the preexisting
PAAD program, which charges only a
$5 per script charge to participating
seniors with incomes below $19,238
for singles; $23,589 for married
couples.

The state essentially self-insures the
program, contracting with third party
data processing and utilization review
companies. The program includes sev-
eral shared cost, utilization manage-
ment and quality features typical of
private insurance approaches, without
compromising access or quality.

The average annual program benefi-
ciary cost of the low-income program
is about $1,553 for seniors and $3,219
for the disabled. Based on experience
with the low-income program, only
about 3 percent of the total participants
would be expected to exceed the $6,000
annual catastrophic cap, which has been
suggested nationally.

Some 14 other states have variations
of New Jersey’s program that are open
to review as the issue is debated nation-
ally. If there is a need to further spread
financial risk features such as federal
tax credits for the participant’s out of
pocket expenses, a combination of pub-
lic self-insurance with a privately con-
tracted umbrella policy for catastrophic
costs could be developed.

There are practical workable ap-
proaches to covering and administer-
ing a medicine benefit without great
bureaucratic complexity. Hopefully the
public and their elected officials can
agree on a solution nationally as has
occurred in many individual states al-
ready.

Medicines are a good bargain com-
pared to the cost of just one day of
hospitalization, which in most states
can significantly exceed $4,000.

*  *  *  *  *
Donald T. DiFrancesco, a Scotch

Plains resident, serves as Acting Gov-
ernor and State Senate President.

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Borough Council held
its first reading of an ordinance July
17 allocating $100,000 for lighting
and other improvements to the
municipality’s Major League and
Borough Hall fields.

These projects will be paid for with
a portion of two state grants which
were received by the municipality.
One of these, in the amount of $75,000,
had originally been awarded to
Mountainside for the purchase of a
senior citizens bus, through the ef-
forts of the late Assemblyman Alan
M. Augustine.

Shortly after the grant was received,
however, Union County officials of-
fered Mountainside Mayor Robert F.
Viglianti a bus for $1. The Mayor
subsequently approached Assembly-
man Richard H. Bagger and was able
to have the designated use of the grant
changed to recreational purposes.

The borough also received a grant
of $90,000 through Assemblymen
Bagger and Tom Kean, Jr., which is
also earmarked for recreation. Other
grants for which the borough applied
are still pending.

The remaining $65,000 left over
from the two grants combined — after
the Major League and Borough Hall
field work is funded — will be used
for additional projects.

Mayor Viglianti stated that, “we are
moving forward with these projects
(and) we are not spending any local

taxpayer money because we received
the grants.”

Many residents voiced their con-
cern at May’s Borough Council meet-
ing over the lighting of the Major
League Field, charging that the girls’
softball teams were being discrimi-
nated against because they do not cur-
rently have use of the field.

The residents were promised at that
time that the girls would be scheduled
to play on that field. Mayor Viglianti
stated that, “we are reaffirming our
commitments (to girls’ softball).”

The lights will allow night baseball
and softball games to be played at
both fields, as well as evening soccer
games at the Borough Hall field.

Last week, the Mountainside Plan-
ning Board gave approval for the light-
ing of the Major League Field. Bor-
ough Engineer Mike Disko, Sr. will
present plans to the board for the Bor-
ough Hall field in the coming month.

While the lighting and repairs at the
Major League and Borough Hall fields
are slated for completion by the 2002
spring season, they could be finished
as early as October. Repairs to other
fields in the borough are planned for
the future. Some repairs scheduled
for fields at Deerfield School have
been put on hold due to the upcoming
construction at the school.

The mayor and council have
planned a meeting for Wednesday,
October 10, at 8 p.m. to hear ideas
from what is being called a “recre-
ation wish list” from all the residents
of Mountainside.

ASSEMBLYMAN AUGUSTINE HONORED…A resolution honoring the late
Assemblyman Alan M. Augustine was presented to his family at the Assembly’s
last voting session. Mr. Augustine represented Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Westfield
and Mountainside and 13 other towns in Union, Somerset, Morris and Middlesex
Counties for eight years. On hand for the presentation, pictured left to right,
were: Assemblyman Tom Kean, Jr., who is completing Mr. Augustine’s term;
Wendy Brill, Mr. Augustine’s daughter; Allison Brill, his granddaughter; Tim
Brill, his son-in-law, and Assemblyman Richard H. Bagger.
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• Disability Insurance
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      908.233.0920

Art
Ammermuller
“Helping People”

ACCOUNTANTS/FINANCIAL SERVICES
Allorto, Fox & Co.
ANTIQUES
Betty Gallagher Antiques
APPAREL
Doncaster
Mademoiselle
ARCHITECTS/DESIGNERS
Maggie Taylor Interiors
Robert Algarin, AIA
Vincentsen Associates, LLP
ART GALLERIES
Galeria West
Juxtapose Gallery
AUDIO/VIDEO
Stuart’s Audio-Video
AUTOMOTIVE
Thomas Lincoln Mercury
BANKING
Fleet Bank
Haven Savings Bank
PNC Advisors
Summit Bank
The Town Bank of Westfield
CHIROPRACTIC
Bonsall Chiropractic & Sports
COMMUNICATION
Kelly Communications
COMMUNITY SERVICES
Downtown Westfield Corp.
COOKING/KITCHEN
Classic Thyme
DENTAL SERVICES
Frank Besson, DMD
Dr. Lawrence Gibson
Westfield Oral Surgery
Westfield Pediatric Dental Group
DRAMA/THEATER
Westfield Community Players
GIFTS/ACCESSORIES
Beautiful Things
Periwinkle’s

WESTFIELD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
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GLASS ART
St. George’s Art Glass Studio
GOVERNMENT
Assemblyman Richard H. Bagger
HEATING/COOLING
Reel-Strong
HOME MAINT./IMPROVEMENT
Komar Roofing & Siding
INSURANCE
Benninger, Tansey & Co.
INVESTMENTS
Peter DeGiralamo
Legg Mason Wood Walker, Inc.
JEWELRY
Adlers Jewelers
Martin Jewelers
Michael Kohn Jewelers
Tarpley Jewelers
LEGAL
Jennifer L. Brandt, Esq.
Douglas Fasciale, Esq.
Lindabury, McCormick & Estabrook
Farmer & Campen
Youghans, Burke & Sahaj
Wilentz Goldman & Spitzer
LIQUOR
Bliwise Wines & Spirits
LODGING
Westfield Inn
MEDICAL
Thoracic Cardiovas, Surgery Group
MUSIC
Altenburg Piano House
Arbor Chamber Music Society
Carolyn Klinger-Keuter
Choral Arts Society of NJ
NJ Workshop for the Arts
PHARMACEUTICALS
Merck & Co., Inc.
PRINT MEDIA
Classical New Jersey
The Westfield Leader

PHOTOGRAPHY/VIDEO
Dave Rossi Photography
PRINTING
Copies Now
Falcon Printing
Print Tech
REALTORS
Burgdorff Realtors
Coldwell Banker
Prudential Realty
Taylor & Love
RESTAURANTS
Chez Catherine
Ferraro’s
Kotobuki of Japan, Inc.
Theresa’s
STATIONERS/INVITATIONS
Lancaster, Ltd.
TRANSPORTATION
Galaxy Coach, Inc.
MEMBERS OF THE WESTFIELD AREA
MEDICAL COMMUNITY
Center for Orthopaedic Surgery & Sports
Medicine
The Orthopaedic Hand & Upper Extremity
Center
New Jersey Spine Group
Pediatric Opthamology Associates, P.A.
Westfield Ear, Nose & Throat Surgical
Associates, P.A.
Westfield Family Practice
MEMBERS OF THE WESTFIELD AREA
DENTAL COMMUNITY
J. Mark Albertson, D.M.D., P.A.
Trudy M. Burke, D.D.S.
Rudolph M. Feuerstein, D.D.S., F.A.G.D.
Stanley Gersch, D.M.D., P.A.
Patricia F. Thrower, D.M.D.
David E. Nowicki, D.M.D.
Westfield Orthodontics Associates, P.A.
MEMBERS OF THE WESTFIELD
AREA LEGAL COMMUNITY
Nichols, Thomson, Peek & Phelan

MEMBERS OF THE WESTFIELD AREA
LEGAL COMMUNITY (cont’d)
Pisano, Triarsi & Betancourt
Frances Smith, Esq. PC
Tell, Cheser & Breitbart

WSO presents...

Oct.   6 – Victories at the Union County
Arts Center, Rahway, 8 p.m.

“The WSO is a gift to the public. A gift that comprises the orchestra and a gift from those individuals, families and businesses who support the orchestra.” – The Westfield Leader

For Ticket or Advertising Information Call (908) 232-9400

Variations On A Fantasy
2001-2002

Nov. 17 – Whispers of Love at The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield,
8 p.m.

Feb.   2  – Masters, Past & Present at
the Union County Arts Cen-
ter, Rahway, 8 p.m.

Mar. 23 – An Eclectic Evening at The
Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, 8 p.m.

May. 11 – As a grand finale the WSO
will present AIDA, Opera in
Concert, at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, 8 p.m.

In compiling this list every effort has been made to ensure accuracy.
Please accept our apologies for any errors or omissions.

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Democratic Party will host a
barbecue and pool party at the home
of Lewis and Ann Beckerman, 3
Highlander Drive, Scotch Plains, on
Sunday, July 29, from 1 to 5 p.m.

Invitations are extended to anyone
interested in meeting Pat Romano,
Democratic candidate for the Scotch
Plains Township Council.

Admission is free. Those inter-
ested in attending should respond to
Ken Lipstein at (908) 232-7880.

*  *  *  *  *
TRENTON — In June, New Jer-

sey saw an unemployment rate of 4.5
percent, according to the latest num-
bers released by the New Jersey De-
partment of Labor.

The number of persons working in
the Garden state declined by 5,100
from May to a seasonally adjusted
level of 4,023,100 in June. Yet the June
2001 employment remained 24,100
ahead of what it was 12 months ago.

“New Jersey’s diverse economy is
still strong, however, the June fig-
ures show we are feeling some effect
of the  national economic slowdown,”
said Westfield resident and State La-
bor Commissioner Mark B. Boyd.

He said the bulk of job losses were
in manufacturing and some of those
were due to temporary layoffs in
auto industry and a strike at Pepsi.

News Highlights
*  *  *  *  *

ELIZABETH — A new federal
law requiring permission from
both parents in obtaining a United
States Passport became effective
on July 2.

“The new federal law strongly rec-
ommends that both parents appear
before a Passport agent and jointly
sign the application,” explained
Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi.
“If only one parent is available for
signing, he or she must have valid
identification and either a letter from
the absent parent or legal documents
establishing custodial authority of
the child.”

Ms. Rajoppi said the law is in-
tended to protect children from the
increasingly common occurrence of
non-custodial kidnapping.

The County Clerk’s Office at the
Union County Courthouse on Broad
Street in Elizabeth is open from
7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday
through Friday, the Westfield office
on North Avenue is open from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. on weekdays and
until 7 p.m. on Thursdays.

E-mail Worms Attack
Local Personal Computers

By PETER BILLSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Several area businesses and indi-
viduals have reported being struck
by the SirCam computer worm this
past week. Thousands have been in-
fected nationwide.

The SirCam worm infects a com-
puter and e-mails a file to everyone
in the victim’s e-mail address book.
Since the e-mail seems to come from
a friend, recipients seldom hesitate
to open the attached file. Then, they
become infected. In this way, the
worm propagates. It can reproduce

itself in geometric proportions.
The worm only attacks Windows

computers. The worm may damage
one’s computer, and it can create havoc
with e-mail traffic. The virus may
delete files or litter the hard drive.

Removal and prevention tools are
available on the Internet. Care
should be taken to follow proce-
dures or get help. The Westfield
Leader and The Times of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood has posted a
tool kit at www.goleader.com/virus
to help computer users identify and
eliminate the worm.

Westfield Recreation
Events column has

been placed on page 18


