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WILLIAMS WHACKS HR, 6 RBI; SARULLO SCORES 5

Comcast Cablemen Trip Up
Legg Men, 23-10, in UC 50+

GORDON WHACKS 4 HITS, SHEA SLAPS 3 DOUBLES

Saints Take All-Star Crown;
Clip Angels’ Wings, 13-6

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The cream of the Saints Division
rose to the top with a 26-hit attack
and clipped the wings of the Angels
Division, 13-6, in the 23rd annual St.
Bartholomew’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League All-Star game at
Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on
July 22. Saint John Gordon performed
magic with his “metal stick”, going
4-for-4 with a double, an RBI and a
run scored and “Juniata” Joe Shea
ripped three doubles, scored two runs

and added an RBI.
Bob Elmi contributed three hits to

the Saints’ arsenal while Lee
DiDonato, Ed Marchelitis and Darryl
Eaton each added two RBI. The An-
gels totaled 16 hits and were led by
Pat Nigro and Frank Pepe who each
had a double, a single and a run
scored. Scotch Plains Mayor Marty
Marks and Steve Ferro both had two
hits and an RBI and Tom Straniero
had a two-run single.

Several sparkling defensive plays
were turned in by Angel third

baseman Ben Lobrace and Saints
second baseman Joe Cocuzzo.
Lobrace dove into the dust to scoop
a grounder and throw the runner out
at second in the first inning and in the
second then in the eighth inning
snared a line drive off the bat of Shea.
Cocuzzo was involved in seven
putouts and initiated a smooth double
play involving Shea at short and first
baseman Dave Hagen.

Elmi made a brilliant catch in left
field and Saint Tony Blasi made a
fine catch near home plate. Angel
shortstop Bob Stratton made a great
running catch of a pop up in the
second and had a superb leaping grab
of a liner in the eighth. Left fielder
Tom Ulichny gunned down a runner
at the plate in the third and right
fielder Pat Enright nailed a runner at
the plate in the seventh.

The most stunning event of the
afternoon came in the sixth when the
always dangerous DiDonato heard
the call of “Strike Three” after An-
gels pitcher Howard Bialos hit the
front end of the plate with his pitch.
DiDonato shook his head, took it like
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HOENS, RAMALHO, ROQUET SMACK TWO HITS EACH

Westfield Blue Grabs 5 in 3rd;
Tops Westfield White 12s, 6-4

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Once momentum moves in your
direction, keep it rolling. Although
the Westfield Blue Devils and
Westfield White 12-year-old base-
ball teams each had opportunities,
the Blue Devils capitalized with a
five-run third inning and went on to
claim a 6-4 victory at Gumbert Field
in Westfield on July 18.

Erick Hoens and John Ramalho
led the 10-hit Blue Devil attack with

two hits and a run scored each.
Nathaniel Roquet had two of the
White’s four hits and scored two runs
while dangerous base runner Jimmy
Ponce swiped three bases.

Starting pitcher John Helfand
pitched two innings, striking out one
and walking two, and was credited
with the victory. Teammate Julian
Harris relieved for an inning and
allowed no hits, walks or runs. Al-
though fanning six Blue Devils –
four in a row – in three innings,

White starting pitcher Danny Nuber
picked up the loss. Westfield White
relief pitcher Jeff Littman was im-
pressive in his two innings, yielding
just one walk and two hits while
striking out two.

Nuber’s flame throwing held the
Blue Devils scoreless for the first
two innings, then the White stepped
to the plate in the bottom of the
second and delivered two runs. Lead-
off batter Will Uhr walked, Bennett
Scorcia reached safely on a grounder
toward short and Chris Chou’s chop-
per hopped over the shortstop’s glove
allowing Uhr to score. Roquet con-
fused the Blue and loaded the bases
with his well-placed bunt. Still, with
no one out, Gerald Jakoubavic earned
an easy RBI by drawing a walk.
Unfortunately for the White, Blue
pitcher Helfand got tough, struck out
the next batter and forced the next
two to ground out.

Helfand’s toughness seemed to
shift the momentum and the Blue
Devils’ “thunder sticks” came to life
in the third. Leading off, Ramalho
laid down a perfect bunt single and,
two pitches later, added a stolen base.
Scott Dyer walked and Sean Sullivan
ripped an RBI single to center. Kevin
McDermott followed with an RBI
single to right-center and Brian
Nemeth walked.

Next, with the bases loaded and no
one out, Hoens strutted to the plate
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Several fine fielding plays were
overshadowed by an offensive blitz
from Comcast Cablevision and Legg
Mason at Jerseyland Field in Scotch
Plains on July 19. The Cablemen
turned on the juice with a 30-hit
bombardment and tripped up the
Legg men, 23-10 in the Union County
50+ Softball League game.

The voltage was high as the
Cablemen totaled two home runs,
four triples and three doubles. Super-
star Brian Williams hammered a two-
run homer, rapped three singles,
scored three runs and drove in six
Cablemen. Pat Sarullo banged out
four hits, including two doubles, and
trampled the plate five times.
“Krunching” Karl Grossmann had
two triples, a double and a single,
scored twice and had three RBI.

The Legg men totaled 18 hits and
were led by Bob Rahnenfuhrer who
went 3-for-3 with a double, two RBI
and two runs scored. “Jarring” John
Yanuzzi had three hits, a run scored
and two RBI and Jack Geoghegan
thumped a two-run triple.

Comcast shortstop Frank Pepe
made a brilliant, major league double
play in the third inning by scooping
a grounder, tagging the runner head-
ing for third and throwing to second

for a force out. Center fielder Bill
Reichle snagged a low liner in the
first inning and Sarullo, playing sec-
ond, made a nice running catch of a
pop up in shallow center.

Legg Mason third baseman Mick
McNicoles controlled the hot corner
superbly and made an especially fine
scoop in the seventh. Second baseman
Bob Clark performed a slick, leaping
snag of a liner in the third and short-
stop Red Eger showed his range with
a running grab of a pop up in the fifth.

Comcast bellowed with six runs in
the top of the first. Williams whacked
his two-run homer, Grossmann
tripled and Steve Ferro, who finished
with two singles and two RBI, tapped
an RBI single. Fred DiMartino, who
had three hits, ripped a two-run single
before being thrown out at second.

Frank D’Amato doubled, Art
Kopacz singled, Dom Deo lofted an
RBI sacrifice fly and Sarullo and
Williams both poked RBI singles to
give the Cablemen a 9-0 lead in the
second. Charles Lehman blasted a

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

For the first time in memory, the
Westfield American Legion Post 3
baseball team won the Union County
title after defeating Cranford 11-4 on
July 22. Westfield won three of its
last four games by topping Cranford,
9-4, on July 20, falling to Roselle, 7-
6, in the first game of a double header
then recovering to obliterate them,
18-2, on July 21 before stopping
Cranford.

“I don’t recall the last time we won
the title. It had to be the first in over 25
years,” said Head Coach Tony Picaro
whose team finished 23-3 – 42-8 over
the past two seasons. Roselle placed
second with a 22-4 record.

Later, Picaro did some research
and found that Westfield did win the
title in 1983.

Westfield’s only losses were to
Elizabeth, Summit and Roselle.

“We were flat against Summit, but
it was a blessing in disguise,” pointed
out Picaro because Westfield stepped
up its level of play.

On July 20, Cranford scored three
unearned runs in the first but
Westfield tied it in the fourth on Blair
Richardson’s two-run home run. Five
more Westfield players crossed the
plate in the fifth to seal the game. Jay
Cook had a two-run triple and Josh
Ludmer had a double. Richardson,
Ludmer and John Leonardis finished
with two hits each. Brian Butts
pitched a complete game.

Westfield let a 6-0 lead slip by
when Roselle scored five runs in the
sixth and two unearned runs in the
seventh to seize the victory in game
1. Brett Picaro smashed a solo homer
in the first and Ben Koket, Mike
Sofka, Cook and Butts had RBI
singles in the five-run fifth.

Game 2 presented a much more
ferocious animal as Westfield tore

into Roselle with a 14-hit attack.
Richardson led the assault with three
hits, three runs scored and three RBI.

In the county title clinching game
against Cranford, Westfield trailed 4-
0 after the second inning but exploded
with seven runs in the fifth. Butts and
Mike Duelks singled to give Westfield
the lead then Manny Guasp drilled a
two-run double. Picaro doubled and
Koket walked. Picaro scored on an
error and Cook hammered a two-run
blast. Pitcher Nick Geissler pitched a
complete game for the victory and
finished his season 6-0.

“He has been a good team leader,”
said Picaro of Geissler.

Pitchers Butts and Cook both fin-
ished with 6-1 records. Sofka, Koket,
Cook and Picaro all recorded batting
averages over .400. Sofka led Westfield
with 31 hits. Picaro led in walks with
18, runs scored with 28 and stolen
bases with 15. Cook had six home runs
while Richardson and Picaro had three
and two, respectively.

Westfield will compete in the dis-
trict tournament at Rapkin Field in
Union this Saturday and Sunday.

Westfield Legion Wins
Union County Crown
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Heights P.B.A. Skims
Bart’s Sports, 15-14

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Berkeley Heights P.B.A. upped
its record to 15-4 and advanced to the
finals of the Men’s Tri-Town Soft-
ball League with a 7-1 romp over
Bart’s Sports Store of New Provi-
dence in Summit in game 3 on July
20. On July 18, Bart’s smoked the
P.B.A. Blues, 12-1, but pay back
came in game 2 as the P.B.A skimmed
by with a 15-14 victory on July 19.

In game 2, Bart’s took a 3-0 lead in
the top of the first when shortstop
Mike Piccolo ripped the ball into no
man’s land and captain Tom Beck
bashed a two-run single. P.B.A. Blue

retaliated quickly, scoring four runs
on five singles and a walk.

Bart’s Sport added a run in the
third via an RBI single by Rich
Lisecki; however, P.B.A. Blue un-
loaded their guns with a six-runs
blasting on four hits. Anthony Delia
delivered two RBI, as did Tony
DelDuca with a jaw-opening blast
into the twilight zone.

P.B.A. man Gary Nelson rapped
an RBI single, upping the score to
11-4, but Bart’s responded with five
runs on seven hits in the top of the
fifth thanks to RBI by Rich Sergeant,
Lisecki and Mike Sergeant and two
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
JACKING A SINGLE TO CENTER...Legg Mason’s Jack King jacks a single to
center in the third inning against the electrifying Comcast Cablevision men.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SAFE AT THIRD...Nathaniel Roquet of Westfield White slides safely into third
in the second inning as the Westfield Blue third baseman fields the ball.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A VERY CLOSE CALL AT THE PLATE...Saints all star John Gordon is tagged on the back by Angels catcher Mark
Romaine as designated umpire Paul Morello peers closely before making his “Out” call during the St. Bart’s Oldtimers
Men’s Softball League All-Star game.


