
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood Thursday, July 19, 2001 Page 5

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Bagger, Suliga Receive High Grades
On Environmental, Consumer Issues

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Only seven mem-
bers of New Jersey’s State Legisla-
tion received a perfect score in the
latest 2001 scorecards issued last
week by the New Jersey Public Inter-
est Research Group (NJPIRG), a non-
profit and non-partisan public inter-
est advocacy organization that is fo-
cused on environmental and con-
sumer issues.

The score cards, which have been
distributed to over 200,000 house-
holds statewide, scored each
lawmaker’s votes on legislation to
allow patients to sue health insurers
for denial or necessary care; to
weaken campaign finance laws; sup-
port clean water protections, and to
increase the public’s access to gov-
ernment records.

“This has been a tradition with
NJPIRG for years as a way to make
it easier for New Jersey citizens to
hold their New Jersey elected offi-
cials accountable,” explained Will-
iam Grayson, Morristown area Can-

vass Director for the NJPIRG Citi-
zen Lobby. The Morristown field
office covers Union, Sussex, Morris,
Essex and Somerset Counties.

The NJPIRG has included infor-
mation on elected officials’ voting
records on clean air and water legis-
lation, on protecting consumers from
ripoffs and improving citizens’ ac-
cess to government records.

“On average, this year’s score cards
show New Jersey legislators, both
assembly persons and senators, are in
need of improving their public inter-
est voting record,” said Mr. Grayson.
“The average score in the Assembly
was 77 percent. In the Senate the
average score was 79 percent.”

Comparing the grades to the same
system in the schools, Mr. Grayson
reasoned that anyone with 90 per-
cent or better “deserves extra credit”
while scores in the 80s “are good,”
but scores in the 70s indicate that
“the legislator needs some improve-
ment.” “Scores below 70 percent are
really disappointing,” he added.

Locally, Assemblyman Richard H.

Bagger of Westfield (R-22nd), a can-
didate for State Senate, scored 90
percent, “a really, really strong score
for the environment,” stated Mr.
Grayson.

Assemblyman Bagger, who at-
tended the NJPIRG press conference
held July 11 at the Westfield Munici-
pal Building, said “the important
part is accountability; to communi-
cate to the people key votes for the
environment and for consumer pro-
tection and how their legislators
voted.”

“Year in and year out NJPIRG
does this and it resonates with
people,” he stated, noting that in the
summer his office receives calls from
persons interested in legislation that
was included on the score cards.
“That’s getting people involved in
the legislative process.”

“The more that see what we do and
have the opportunity to comment to
us as legislators about it, the more
effective the process is,” he added.

Mr. Bagger noted that he has been
“particularly interested” in consumer
protection during his decade in the
Assembly, such as legislation aimed
at regulating the rent-to-own indus-
try. These involve transitions that are
termed as leases but in reality are
purchases on credit “with absorbent
interest rates” of up to 100 percent.

The Assemblyman is also pushing
for a state administered “do not call
list” for telemarketers similar to what
was enacted in New York State. If
enacted, the law would require that
such companies be registered by the
state through the Department of Con-
sumer Affairs.

Acting Governor and State Senate
President Donald T. DiFrancesco of
Scotch Plains (R-22nd) scored an 82
percent. Senator Joseph S. Suliga of
Linden, who is running for Mr.
DiFrancesco’s seat in the newly re-
vamped 22nd District, scored a 90
percent.

NJPIRG’s “Scorecard 2000-2001”
included nine Assembly and 10 Sen-
ate floor votes ranging from legisla-
tion requiring water quality testing
of well water to laws aimed at reduc-
ing traffic congestion to establishing
goals for alternative transportation.

Votes also were recorded for laws
aimed at making playgrounds safer
to legislation that would weaken cam-
paign finance laws by allowing gu-
bernatorial candidates to raise money
from big contributors. A law that
allows multi-billionaire consumer-
funded bailouts of the state’s electric
utilities and legislation to give pa-
tients the right to sue HMO’s was
also included.

Scoring perfect scores were As-
sembly members Barbara Buono (D-
18th), Linda Greenstein (D-14th),
Robert Smith (D-17th), Loretta
Weinberg (D-37th) and Charles Zisa
(D-37th). Senators Baer (D-37th) and
Shirley Turner (D-15th), also scored
a 100 percent.

The lowest scores went to Assem-
bly members Michael Carroll (R-25th)
and Scott Garrett (R-24th), 40 per-
cent; Guy Gregg (R-24th), 50 per-
cent; Donald Tucker (D-29th), 55
percent; Richard Merkt (R-25th), 56
percent, and Alfred Steele (D-35th),
also 56 percent, Senators Andrew
Ciesla (R-10th) 50 percent, and Gerald
Cardinale (R-39th), 55 percent.

NJPIRG’s also has a Web site ac-
cessible at
www.njpolutionwatch.org.
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First Annual Mayors’ Regatta
Provides Day of Entertainment
By SETH AUGENSTEIN

Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

Last Sunday, the first annual
Westfield Mayors’ Regatta crowded
Mindowaskin Pond with radio-con-
trolled boats, as the heads of seven
local towns squared off in an event of
exhibition and contest.

Held as a benefit for the Westfield
Community Policing Division Fund,
the occasion began with a demon-
stration by the Northeast Commo-
dores Convention, set to the tune of
summer bands and musicians like
The Beach Boys, Jimmy Buffett, and
Blondie. Hand-crafted vessels were
sailed and raced across the pond.

The highlight of the afternoon was
the race between the mayors of
Fanwood, Scotch Plains, Kenilworth,
Garwood, Clark, Mountainside and
Westfield. The competition sported
laughter, rivalry, and a number of
bloopers.

In the first runoff race,
Mountainside Mayor Robert F.
Viglianti was knocked out of compe-
tition after giving up a huge lead to
Clark Mayor Sal Bonaccorso.

The second race went to Scotch
Plains Mayor Martin L. Marks when
Kenilworth Mayor Michael Tripodi
confused his boat with his
competitor’s, mangling his first turn.

Mayor Michael Crincoli of
Garwood soundly defeated Mayor
Louis C. Jung of Fanwood in the
third runoff race by making solid,
conservative turns past each of the
buoys. Westfield Mayor Gregory S.
McDermott received a “bye” for the
first round.

Norman Greco, former Westfield
Town Councilman and Horace R.
Corbin, publisher of The Westfield
Leader and The Times of Scotch

Plains and Fanwood, were emcees
of the event, sitting in a boat out by
the large Mindowaskin fountain.

During the intermission, Mayor
McDermott turned on the fountain
just in time to soak Mr. Corbin and
Mr. Greco, as well as Department of
Public Works employees on the ves-
sel. The good humored laughter that
followed characterized the spirit of
the day.

In round two of the races, Mayor
Marks soundly dusted Mayor
Bonaccorso, who forgot to turn off
his remote and unwittingly crashed
his boat into one of the rocks on the
shore after the race. The boat was
retired from competition.

Next, Mayor Crincoli cruised con-
fidently past the finish line to beat
Mayor McDermott. Mr. McDermott
and the entire Westfield crowd were
surprised by Mayor Crincoli’s per-
formance.

“The pressure was to defeat Marks,
with all the buildup to the race. I
didn’t see Mayor Crincoli coming,”
he said, chuckling.

In the final race, Mayor Marks was
confidently beating Mayor Crincoli
until his battery gave out on the final
straightaway. The mayor from
Garwood sailed authoritatively past
the dentist for the win. Mayor Crincoli
was ecstatic about his surprise vic-
tory.

“Marks looked pretty good out
there, and I’m happy I won. The
whole event was lots of fun,” he said.

Mr. Marks was also smiling after

his close defeat. “The only Demo-
crat out of the seven of us won the
tournament. I want to know who was
in my pit crew,” he said, laughing.

Despite some technical difficul-
ties involving the boats, event plan-
ners considered the day a hit. “This
event was very much a success. Just
the children’s smiles are proof enough
of that,” said Officer Gary Moore, a
member of the 2001 Mayor’s Re-
gatta Committee.

“This was a first-year trial and
error for the event, and it can only
improve from here. We’re trying to
connect the police with the commu-
nity so as to make the entire town
benefit, and I think this is a step in the
right direction,” he said.

Officer Lisa Perrotta also helped
with the affair. “It was a wonderful
event. It’s about time the police and
the community became more in-
volved with one another,” she said.
One town law enforcement initiative
has been to improve the relationship
between police officers and the com-
munity.

“The Regatta was a success,” said
committee member Bud Haroski.
“The committee that consisted of
myself, Eileen Blancato, Carol
Greco, Tony Mazza, Gary Moore
and Walter Pommnitz worked well
together.”

This marked the first of what offi-
cials hope will become an annual
event. “It will be bigger and better
next year,” said Mr. Haroski with a
grin.

Red Cross Chapter Schedules
Summer Lifesaver Courses

WESTFIELD – The Westfield/
Mountainside Chapter of the Ameri-
can Red Cross has scheduled its sum-
mer courses in lifesaving skills.

An Adult CPR (Cardiopulmonary
Resuscitation) class will be held on
Wednesday, July 25, from 5:30 to
9:30 p.m. The course will instruct
participants on how to deal with chok-
ing, breathing and cardiac emergen-
cies.

This course will be repeated on
Wednesday, August 22, from 5:30 to
10:30 p.m. with the addition of AED
(automated external defibrillation)
training.

An Infant/Child CPR class will be
held on Tuesday, August 14, from 6
to 10 p.m. This course will cover
choking, breathing emergencies and
CPR for infants and children.

A First Aid Basics class will be
offered on Saturday, July 28, from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. and again on Thurs-
day, August 23, from 6 to 10 p.m.
This course will teach participants
how to check the condition of con-
scious and unconscious victims and
how to recognize and care for life-

threatening illnesses and injuries, as
well as handling choking and breath-
ing emergencies.

CPR for the Professional Rescuer,
a re-certification class, will be of-
fered on Saturday, August 4, from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. It is intended for
individuals who hold current certifi-
cation but need to renew.

A Babysitters Training class will
be offered on Saturday, August 11,
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Intended
for youth ages 11 to 15, the class will
teach the responsibilities and quali-
ties involved in being a good
babysitter.

Among the topics to be covered
are safety issues, basic child and
infant care, age appropriate activi-
ties, breathing emergencies and first
aid.

All training classes will take place
at the Red Cross Chapter House,
located at 321 Elm Street in Westfield.
Advance registration is required and
space is limited. For more informa-
tion, please visit the Chapter House,
call (908) 232-7090 or send an e-
mail to johnsonl@crossnet.org.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE COMPETITIVE EDGE...Maybe the reason why Garwood Mayor Michael
Crincoli won the Mayors’ Regatta was that he had very solid support.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOING OVER THE ROUTE...The mayors and other officials listen intently as an official goes over the route for the
Mayors’ Regatta at Mindowaskin Park in Westfield on July 15.

Erratum
In the July 12 issue, the ar-

ticle titled “Father, Daughter
Back Home After Being
Stranded in Water Off Grand
Bahama Island” incorrectly
stated that the water was 70 feet
at its deepest point.  That amount
should have read 700 feet.


