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Hopefully Change In Administrators,
Terms of Office Will Enhance Continuity

Westfield town government has gone through a lot
of change in the past few years, on both the political
and town hall fronts. Going from a solid Republican
governing body in the early 1990s to what today is a
two-party system led by the GOP, to new directors at
the municipal building. This town’s government is
definitely changing.

With the shift of power from Thomas B. Shannon
to Jim Gildea on administration issues comes a
return of homegrown talent leading Westfield for-
ward. From John F. Malloy, Jr. to Edward A. Gottko,
Mr. Gildea will have a major advantage on his side
– being a lifelong Westfielder who knows the town
inside and out.

Another big change arising is the setup of the
governing body. After over 30 years, Westfield will
see a dramatic change from two- to four-year terms
of its elected officials. We opposed this change a few
years ago and still are not supportive of the plan, but
it was signed by Acting Governor Donald T.
DiFrancesco and is essentially a done deal. We have
always felt that two-year terms were a unique setup

in New Jersey and helped make our elected officials
more accountable to the people.

But elected officials, under Westfield’s new highly
competitive electorate system, felt the dollars needed
to run every other year and the constant fall elections
that occur annually for half of the eight members of
the Town Council, were a distraction for the govern-
ing body as a whole that often delayed important
policy decisions for several months each year.

So with the new four-year terms, to be phased in
gradually with three-year terms beginning in the 2002
elections and four-year terms the following year,
hopefully the mayor and council will be more produc-
tive – especially in non-election years. The council
should become more cohesive. But there will always
be different points of view on the council and politics.
But, that is a good thing.

It’s too soon to see how the change of administrators
and longer council terms will impact the efficiency of
government in this town as a whole. But, after the
turbulent last few years at Town Hall, perhaps this is
the fresh new change Westfield has longed for.

Letters to the Editor

Parents Thank McKinley Staff
For Education Their Kids Received

We have three children ages 19, 16
and 11. We have been a part of McKinley
Elementary School continuously since
1987. This year, our youngest child will
graduate and end our long relationship
with the school.

This letter is to express our sincere
gratitude and appreciation for the prin-
cipals, teachers and staff members our
children encountered at McKinley.
The caring, warmth and nurturing
spirit has been a constant over the
years. In addition, we are proud of the

fine education each of our children
received.

This allowed our two oldest children,
and will allow our youngest, to success-
fully take the next step, both emotion-
ally and academically, in moving up to
Edison Intermediate School.

We thank everyone at McKinley,
both past and present, and we are
proud to have had the long associa-
tion with the school.

Ruth and David Kaye
Westfield

Remember When...Main Street, SID
To Downtown Westfield Corporation

from the February 25, 1999 issue

New Jersey Monthly Designates
Westfield Among 25 Great Towns

in the Garden State

from the April 30, 1998 issue A FUN EVENING...This 1946
Buick Roadmaster convertible was part of the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce’s 1948 Night celebration
Monday evening, held in honor of the 50th anniversary of
the founding of the chamber. Members of the community
enjoyed a meal at the WindMill restaurant followed by a
special showing of the Academy Award-winning 1948 film
Treasure of the Sierra Madre, at the recently-refurbished
Rialto Theatre. Enjoying the ride, pictured left to right,
are: Darryl Walker, Vice Chairman, Chamber of Com-
merce; Michael La Place, Executive Director, Downtown
Westfield Corporation; Stanley Baum, Chairman, and
Debbie Schmidt, Executive Director, both of the Chamber.

from the January 1, 1998 issue  VICTORY FOR
RIALTO...Supporters of the Rialto Theatre in Westfield
celebrated the announcement that Jesse Sayegh, President
of CJM Entertainment in Cedar Grove, had agreed to
purchase the landmark theater from United Artists. Pic-
tured, left to right, are: Anthony Schilling, President of
Relocation Realty in Westfield, which brokered the deal;
Michele Picou, former Program Manager for Westfield
MainStreet; Mr. Sayegh; former Mayor Bud C. Boothe;
David Owns, spokesman for the “Save the Rialto” Com-
mittee and Mayor Thomas C. Jardim.

from the February 18, 1999 issue A FAVORITE AMONG
YOUTH...Jennifer Ryan, center, is shown here in a 1994
photo with members of the Westfield Youth Bicentennial
Committee. Pictured, left to right, are: Jeannette Yudes,
Meghan Bender, Miss Ryan, Courtney Bender and Brooke
Wiley. Miss Ryan died suddenly Tuesday morning at age 28.

from the January 18 issue

Las Vegas Planner
Tony Longo Named DWC

Executive Director
Schwarz Named

Chairman Of DWC
from the March 2, 2000  issue
WESTFIELD —Westfield na-
tive and downtown property
owner Douglas Schwarz was
elected Chairman of the Board
of Directors of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC)
Monday night during the
DWC’s monthly board meeting.

from the March 1 issue Shown
right is Sherry Cronin, Execu-
tive Director of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation.  “Ms.
Cronin is very excited about as-
suming the role  and has a vested
interest in promoting Westfield,”
said Meg Mehorter, DWC ex-
ecutive assistant.

Many towns in the region, and across the nation, are fighting to define themselves for the future. It is a
battle against urban sprawl and the "Mega-Malls." Cranford was one of the first towns in the state to join
the Main Street program. The Scotch Plains Business and Professional Association is struggling with the
challenge. Fanwood has the Downtown Development Organization in motion.

The Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC) evolved from the Main Street program to the Special
Improvement District (SID), before becoming what it is today. Along with the DWC, the Westfield Chamber
of Commerce has been nurturing downtown business interests since 1945.

These efforts take people with the will to dare, the heart to care and the strength to forebear. Some stay
and some move on. There will be winning propositions and ones that lose. Second guessing comes with the
mantle. In Westfield, it has always been that way. But, few can deny that a positive difference is being made
in downtown. People like to be here.

Here are some memories.

Local Skateboarder Says Blame
For Damage at Station is Misplaced

I was hesitant to write a letter about
this issue because I figured I would
either be ignored or written off as “just
one of those obnoxious punk-skateboard
kids,” but I eventually decided I needed
to say something. I am disgusted with
the manner in which the damage to the
United Fund of Westfield’s building at
the train station was handled.

Skateboarders and BMX bikers have
been using the train station for several
years, and there has been no damage to
either the train station building or the
United Fund of Westfield’s building.
Over the past several months, however,
more people have started coming to the
train station just to hang out, but that is
not all they do. Many of the people who
are there at night and for extended peri-
ods of time drink and smoke pot there.
These are the ones who caused the dam-
age.

Does it make sense that after several
years we’d just start breaking things for
no reason?

With regard to the handicapped park-
ing signs and parking blocks being de-
stroyed: Yes, we use the parking blocks
for skateboarding — why then would we
destroy them? Why would we waste
time and energy bending the handicapped
signs? Well, the thing is, we didn’t.

Those signs were bent and two park-
ing blocks were broken in February. The
plows that plowed the parking lot bent
the signs backward toward the sidewalk
and inadvertently lifted two of the three
parking blocks. One was ripped apart
and the other cracked through the middle.

Because of these incidents, skate-
boarders are now public enemy number
one in Westfield. Why? Stereotyping.
Anywhere I go with my friends with a
skateboard, we are told to leave; police
even give skateboarders dirty looks when
we’re just carrying skateboards.

Three weeks ago I was with two friends
at the train station and we were not even
skateboarding, we were standing in the
shade holding our skateboards waiting
for our friend. Another person on a BMX
was also standing there waiting for some-
one else. A policeman approached us,
told us we could be arrested, have our
boards/bikes confiscated, and the United
Fund of Westfield was going to press

charges if he saw us there again.
Guilt by association and the suspected

possibility of a skateboarder doing some-
thing wrong are just not good enough
reasons to threaten someone with arrest.

There are people who sit there late at
night with cars parked in handicapped
spaces, drinking and smoking pot. I’d
been there one night with a few skate-
boarders when the police arrived. They
immediately came to the skateboarders
and told us we weren’t allowed to skate-
board and that they’d seen someone (in
the security camera) skateboard through
the tunnel, and that we’d better take our
boards and get lost.

Everyone else was simply told “Okay,
clear out, find somewhere else to hang
out,” and not one of them was directly
spoken to or even warned for having
their cars parked in handicapped spots or
blaring music at 11 at night.

All that the skateboarders in this town
want are a few concrete ledges and a bit
of open asphalt. However, all we get is
unfair treatment and harassment.

People who accuse us need to open
their eyes and realize that simply having
a plank of wood with four wheels does
not make one a criminal. The real prob-
lem should be taken care of, not the kids
who just want to have some fun. I write
this not to offend anyone involved with,
or a part of, the police department or the
United Fund of Westfield. I simply want
to bring to everyone’s attention what has
really been going on.

I truly hope you print this or can at
least forward this letter to the people at
the United Fund of Westfield or the
police department, so that the record can
be set straight.

Rob Eckman
Westfield

Knights Thankful for Community Support
To Help Member With Brain Cancer

On behalf of Nicholas DeLaurentis
and his family, the Garwood Knights of
Columbus would like to thank every-
one who supported our Benefit Roast
Beef Dinner for Nicky, who is suffering
from brain cancer. Your generosity is

greatly appreciated, as the dinner sold
out and included many donations of
groceries, diapers, and laundry deter-
gent.

Our special thanks go out to Sal and
Linda from S & L Deli of Garwood, for
their donations and their help in pre-
paring an excellent dinner, Dolores
Benoit, President of St. Anne’s Rosary
Society and the members for their do-
nation of home baked desserts, and
everyone who helped out before, dur-
ing and after.

Please continue to pray for Nicky and
his family. For information, visit his
Web site www.helpnicky.org. Monetary
donations should be sent to the Nicho-
las Delaurentis Fund, 650 Myrtle Av-
enue, Garwood, 07027.

Keith M. Gallagher
Chairman

Church Activities
Knights of Columbus

Garwood

Subscriber Disagrees
With Restaurant Review

I am a subscriber to your newspaper
and a Westfield resident. I know the
restaurant Novita quite well and was
looking forward to seeing what Carol
Davis would say. I actually was hesi-
tant at first since I love the restaurant
and was afraid it would become known
by too many people and therefore
crowded like most restaurants in town.
Then I read her review and didn’t have
to worry.

First of all, most good restaurants
will ask you if you have reservations
even if there are a lot of empty seats.
This lets the restaurant know you have
arrived and whether there were any spe-
cial arrangements made in advance that
could be met. There are many reasons
for this practice.

Second, most restaurants will not state
the special prices unless you ask – which
they will do if questioned.

Third, the reviewer seemed to order
very heavy dishes and she questioned
feeling out of sorts. And to top it off, she
forgot to bring her red wine to an Italian
restaurant-unbelievable.

I will still be going to Novita- loving
the fact that it is never crowded, its food
is always fresh and exciting, the staff is
very courteous, etc. etc. etc.

The last time I went there, my date
and I had fresh mozzarella cheese, with
fresh tomatoes and fresh basil as an
appetizer (lighter than the reviewer’s
choices). My date had the pasta special,
and I had a fish dish, both of which
weren’t heavy and were delicious. There
is a very varied menu, and pasta is not
the only thing that defines an Italian
restaurant. I only hope that the reviewer
is not your only restaurant critic.

Sally Van Why
Westfield, NJ

By ROBERT G. TORRICELLI

What could be the final battle in the
crusade to pass meaningful HMO re-
form was fought in the U.S. Senate
during the closing days of June.

A bi-partisan Patients’ Bill of Rights
passed the Senate, guaranteeing medi-
cal protections for the 2.3 million New
Jersey residents enrolled in HMO plans.
The vote of 59-36 is evidence of the
widespread support for this legislation,
however it now faces an unclear future
and a veto threat by President George
W. Bush.

For too long HMO reform was one-
sided and bottled-up by partisanship. A
recent national study found each day of
delay on this issue has very real conse-
quences. Every day, 41,000 patients
experience a worsening of their condi-
tion; 35,000 patients have needed care
delayed; 10,000 patients are denied a
diagnostic test or treatment and 7,000
patients are denied a referral to special-
ist.

No issue will touch more families
than HMO reform. Today, more than 90
percent of working Americans receive
insurance from their employer. Most do
not have a choice about the type of
coverage. This means that many work-
ing families are stuck with an HMO

despite any concerns they may have
with the quality of care they receive.

Over 160 million Americans and 33
percent of New Jersey residents are en-
rolled in an HMO. A vast majority of
these Americans are in favor of and are
demanding fundamental change in the
way HMOs provide care.

Most Americans believe, as I do, that
doctors, not HMO accountants, should
be in control of medical decisions. Un-
fortunately, today we are faced with a
situation where those decisions are dis-
proportionately in the hands of insur-
ance company bureaucrats. That is why,
from patients to doctors, there is una-
nimity in making some common sense
reforms.

The legislation passed by the Senate
is supported by more than 500 doctor
and patient rights groups, and will fi-
nally extend patient protections to all
Americans in an HMO.

Under current practices, many HMOs
force a patient with a chronic condition
like heart disease to be treated by only
the family doctor. The Senate bill will
guarantee access to a cardiologist or
other needed specialist, even one out-
side his or her network.

Currently, if a patient is sick or suf-
fers an injury while traveling or on
vacation, they must get prior approval
from the HMO before going to the
emergency room. This new legislation
will ensure that a patient could go to the
nearest emergency room without hav-
ing to first get permission from the
HMO.

Under current HMO policies, many
women must obtain a referral from their

Patients, Not HMOs, Should Make
Decisions On Health Care Issues

NEWS FROM THE SENATE

By Senator Robert G. Torricelli

primary care doctor before seeing an
OB/GYN. This bill will guarantee ac-
cess to an OB/GYN without a referral.
HMOs often force a child with a chronic,
life threatening condition to seek ap-
proval from a primary care doctor be-
fore seeing a specialist.

This bi-partisan bill would ensure a
child with cancer, for example, would
have the right to see a pediatric oncolo-
gist whenever the care is needed.

HMOs typically have the last word
when they decide to deny a needed test,
procedure or treatment. We will guar-
antee medical decisions by HMO bu-
reaucrats will be subject to a swift inter-
nal review and a fair external review
process.

And when reckless medical decisions
made by HMOs injure or kill, they are
shielded from any responsibility. Now
we will finally ensure that that all Ameri-
cans will have the right to hold HMOs
accountable in court.

With the passage of this historic leg-
islation, we have put the medical deci-
sions back where they belong, in the
hands of you and your physician. This
is not a Democratic or a Republican
issue. It is an issue of compassion ver-
sus profits. The Senate has taken the
first step of passing this legislation and
it is now up to the House of Represen-
tatives and President Bush to help us
finish the job. They should do it not to
score political points, but to protect
more than 160 million Americans.

*  *  *  *  *
Robert G. Torricelli is serving his

first term representing New Jersey in the
United States Senate.

Assemblyman Muñoz Slates
District Office Open House

AREA — Republican Assemblyman
Dr. Eric Muñoz will formally open the
doors of his legislative office on Thurs-
day, July 26, with an Open House event
from 5 to 7 p.m. The office is located at
57 Union Place in Summit.

Sworn into office on May 10, Dr.
Muñoz filled the vacancy created by
Assemblyman Kevin J. O’Toole, who
took over the seat of former Senator C.
Louis Bassano.

Dr. Muñoz, who represents the 21st
Legislative District, which includes 13
towns in Union and Essex Counties,
began his work as an assemblyman on
the day he was sworn in.

“Until recently, I was responding to
constituents from my home,” he said.
“Now that my district office is fully
operational, I want my constituents to
know where they can reach me.”

Dr. Muñoz remarked that his office
is in “a great location, easily accessible
by foot, car or train.” Refreshments
will also be served at The Office restau-
rant, located adjacent to the
assemblyman’s office.

Assemblyman Muñoz is the Trauma
Surgeon and Physician Administrator
at the University of Medicine and Den-
tistry of New Jersey-University Hospi-
tal.

Dr. Muñoz has served as an elected
official since 1995, as Councilman-At-
Large in his home community. He re-
sides in Summit with his wife, Nancy,
and five children.

Due to redistricting, Assemblyman
Muñoz will be running for the new 21st
District, representing the communities
of Westfield, Mountainside, Berkeley
Heights, Chatham Township, Cranford,
Garwood, Harding, Long Hill, Madi-
son, Millburn, New Providence,
Roselle Park, Springfield, Summit,
Warren and Watchung.

For more information about Assem-
blyman Muñoz’s Open House, con-
stituents are asked to call his district
office at (908) 918-0414 or send an e-
mail to Asm.Munoz@njleg.state.nj.us
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Diction Deception

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane
words.

1. Scree – A pebble or stone; a large
mass of pebbles or stones

2. Seck – Barren, unprofitable
3. Madid – Wet; moist
4. Poort – A mountain pass

FORCIPATION
1. Stuttering; difficulty in speaking
2. Very cautious; self restraint
3. Torture by means of pincers or

forceps
4. Extreme greed; miserly behavior

ESQUAMULOSE
1. Having no scales
2. Flat and smooth
3. Slimy, covered with film
4. Eloquent, smooth talking

ABECEDARIAN
1. Passing a hot iron near the eyes in

an attempt to blind
2. Honest; virtuous
3. An appetizer
4. One who teaches the letters of the

alphabet

GALERICULATE
1. A helmetlike covering for a head
2. Very showy, ostentatious
3. To submerge, sink
4. Quick, sudden jerking motion

Answers will appear in next week’s
issue.

Westfield Squad Plans
Blood Drive July 29
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Volunteer Rescue Squad will hold
its annual Blood Drive on Sunday,
July 29, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at
the squad headquarters, located at
335 Watterson Street in Westfield.

The Blood Center of New Jersey
has revealed that this is a critical
time for its blood supply. Donating
blood will not only help the Blood
Center, but will help the rescue squad
be eligible for a donation of sup-
plies or equipment from the center.

For more information on donat-
ing blood or becoming a volunteer
with the squad, please call the res-
cue squad at (908) 233-2501.


