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Mayors Have Big Words
For the Boat Race Sunday
By SETH AUGENSTEIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The competition
among mayors in the Westfield May-
ors Regatta, set for this Sunday, July
15, beginning at noon in
Mindowaskin Park, is nearing a fe-

ver pitch.
Several participants offered some

humorous quips earlier this week as
they geared up for the big event, in
which remote-controlled electric and
steam-driven boats will cruise the
pond’s waters.

The public is invited to attend the
festivities, which will commence at
9 a.m. that day with a display of the
racing boats.

“I’m looking forward to the heat of
competition,” said Mayor Robert F.
Viglianti of Mountainside, tena-
ciously.

Mayor Louis C. Jung of Fanwood
also left no doubt that his borough,
despite its geographic size, would be
a force to be reckoned with in the
upcoming competition.

“Fanwood may be small, but we
will prove we have big heart. (After
all, we are the heart of Scotch
Plains!),” he said.

Mayor Martin L. Marks of Scotch
Plains made an attempt to unnerve
his most heated competitor, Mayor
Gregory S. McDermott of Westfield.

“After following the recent issues
in Westfield, I would say that
Mindowaskin Park would be a per-
fect place for a new parking deck,”
he said, jokingly.

Mayor McDermott, meanwhile, is
focused more on the competition at
hand. Clark will be challenging be-
cause of its reservoir, and
Mountainside will be tough because
of the proximity of Surprise Lake.

“However, with the home water
advantage, I hope that the local resi-
dents will be willing to sacrifice a
dive into the pond in order to create
wake that will aid me, in case I find
myself behind,” he said, laughing.

Politicians. Boats. Mindowaskin
Pond. July 15. The prize? The pride of
having the toughest Mayor in the land.

McGinn Teachers Thank Community
For Helping With Scotch Plains Tour

More Letters to the Editor

The third graders of William J.
McGinn Elementary School, their teach-
ers and chaperones enjoyed a wonder-
ful day touring downtown Scotch Plains
and learning about the community in
which they live. On June 8, the children
visited the Osborne Cannonball House,
the Scotch Plains Police Department
and Municipal Building, the Stagehouse
Inn and the Scotch Plains Baptist Church
and Cemetery.

The children learned about the ge-
ography, history and traditions of the
past as well as the policies, procedures
and government operations of the
present. We would like to thank the
many people involved in welcoming
and enlightening us.

Many thanks to Renate Maroney at
the Osborne Cannonball House; Chief
Thomas  O’Brien, Officer James Denman
and Geri Samuel at the Police Depart-
ment and Municipal Building; Lee
Chasalow and Troy Weissman for their
gracious hospitality at the Stagehouse
Inn; and Reverend Chas Hutchinson at
the Scotch Plains Baptist Church. We
appreciated all the time, effort and prepa-
ration that went into making a wonderful
trip for us.

Jane Lawlor, Joan Costello,
Phyllis Karvetsky and Joanne

Maiurro
Third Grade Teachers

McGinn School
Scotch Plains

Y Thanks All
Who Took Part
In Teen Event

I would like to express a note of
thanks and gratitude to all of those who
helped to make this year’s TeenXtreme
exhibition a success. Skateboarding,
BMX and Inline skating have become
three of the most popular sports/lifestyles
among teenagers today. The growth of
these sports deserves as much attention
as baseball, basketball, soccer, lacrosse
etc. receive in our community.

The Wesfield “Y” has recognized the
need for a safe and appropriate environ-
ment for these “extreme” sports and in
turn has been offering after-school pro-
grams for this growing population for
two and a half years.

This year we were able to hold our
third TeenXtreme event on Saturday May
12, at the Westfield National Guard Ar-
mory. Contributing to the huge success
of this year’s event were Out of Bounds
Skateboard/Snowboard shop in Scotch
Plains, Unreal skate shop in Somerville,
Subculture skate shop in Roselle Park,
Hobbytown hobby shop in Westfield,
The United Skateboarding Association
who donated the obstacles, Quim
Cardona and the Zoo York skateboard-
ing team. Special thanks to the Westfield
Armory for the use of their facility, to all
of the volunteers, including the Westfield
“Y” Leaders Club, who helped set up
and break down the event and to the
bands that played, Accidentally Shot by
Hunters, Let it Burn, Down in Flames,
and an untitled band from Westfield
High School displaying their musical
and dramatic talents.

Most importantly, thank you to all of
the people who participated and attended.
Your support for our program is greatly
appreciated as we seek to provide more
and better opportunities for you and your
families.

Marty Collett
Youth/Teen Director

Westfield “Y”

MUCH NEEDED DONATION...George Helock of the East Central Jersey Elks
presents a check to Union County Freeholder Mary P. Ruotolo. The money will
be used for a new water fountain at Echo Lake Park.

Elks Make $2,200 Donation
For Fountain at Echo Lake

WESTFIELD — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has announced that a donation
has been received from the East Cen-
tral Jersey Elks to pay for a new
water fountain at Echo Lake Park in
Mountainside and Westfield.

The donation is the second large
contribution made by the Elks in
recent years to improve facilities for
handicapped individuals at Echo
Lake Park.

“The Elks have been long-time
sponsors of our fishing derbies for
people with disabilities at Echo Lake

Park in May of each year,” said Free-
holder Mary P. Ruotolo of Westfield.
“We’re happy to work with such a
public-spirited group and we thank
the Elks for their donations to im-
prove this popular park.”

George Helock of Scotch Plains,
the District Chairman for the East
Central Jersey Elks, presented the
$2,200 donation to the County of
Union. The gift is earmarked for the
purchase and installation of a handi-
capped accessible water fountain and
a new stair railing near the dock area
of lower Echo Lake.

Ed Renfree Remembered
By Friends, Community

Paul’s Church. He enjoyed himself in
these roles, just as the children did.

He additionally served on the
town’s Memorial Day Parade Com-
mittee and had been the Master of
Ceremonies for years prior. Due to
health reasons, Mr. Renfree could
not attend this year’s parade, but he
still was there – this time, in prayers
for his recovery.

“We will miss Ed, not only be-
cause he is gone, but because of the
quality of our encounter with him
while he was here,” Reverend
Hamersley said.

There are few remaining active
participants in the local American
Legion and Veterans of Foreign Wars.
Despite this, 21 cumulative mem-
bers of those two groups attended
Mr. Renfree’s funeral. That, as Mr.
Hogaboom said, denoted his friend’s
importance to the people that knew
him.

“He never gave up. He was a great
man. I can’t think of anything else to
say,” he said.

By SETH AUGENSTEIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — “Ed Renfree was
a friendly gentleman,” Commander
of American Legion Post No. 3 in
Westfield, Peter Hogaboom, said this
week, recalling the longtime
Westfield resident whose contribu-
tions extended to many activities
within the town. “We’re going to
miss him.”

The words Mr. Hogaboom used to
describe his friend reflects the senti-
ments of many in the Westfield com-
munity regarding Mr. Renfree, who
died on July 4 at age 84 in the
ManorCare Nursing Home in
Mountainside.

Renowned for his active participa-
tion in town affairs, Mr. Renfree
defended his country as a Lieutenant
in the United States Navy in World
War II and was a member of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars and the
American Legion, both in Westfield

As part of his spiritual life, Mr.
Renfree was an usher at St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church in Westfield. He
was also a member of the Lions Club
of Westfield, the Westfield Histori-
cal Society and the Old Guard of
Westfield.

Although he was distinguished for
his community involvement, Mr.
Renfree’s numerous friends and loved
ones would emphasize his personal
character.

“We will miss Ed because he
seemed to combine a unique blend of
tenacity and charm,” remarked the
Reverend Andrew Hamersley, Rec-
tor of St. Paul’s Church during ser-
vices for Mr. Renfree earlier this
week. “It does not surprise us to hear
his family tell of his selfless devo-
tion, of his care-giving, of his re-
sponsibility.”

For Mr. Renfree, everyone was fam-
ily and deserved his attention and
love. He was the Easter Bunny and
Santa Claus for the children of St.

Benefit Softball Game
Slated for Saturday
In Brookside Park

SCOTCH PLAINS — A benefit
softball game will take place this Sat-
urday, July 14, at Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains. It is scheduled to begin
at 1 p.m. and refreshments will be
served after the game.

Donations will go to the charity
Books for a Better World, a nonprofit
organization that helps develop el-
ementary and secondary reading pro-
grams and libraries in Third World
countries.

The teams who will play are
Themis, Inc., a Westfield mainframe
computer training company, and The
Sports Guys of WNEW radio of New
York. Other on-air WNEW person-
alities may also participate.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A PATRIOT AND A GENTLEMAN...Among his many other functions, for
decades, Edward Renfree, right, participated in the Veterans Day ceremonies
held at the Monument to World War I Veterans in Westfield.

PATROLLING THE WATERS OF MINDOWASKIN...Could this coast guard ship possibly be patrolling the waters of
Mindowaskin Park during the Mayors Regatta on July 15? All of the participating mayors felt confident that their boat
will emerge victorious, hopefully not submerged.


