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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Clip & Save!
Westfield Jazz Festival

Schedules (Tuesdays 7 -9 pm)
7/17-North Avenue at Elm Street,
Phoenix Rising Quintet (7/31-Central
Avenue in front of Bombay), Alfred
Patterson Trio (7/17-Corner of Quimby
& Elm Streets), Rhonda Clark & Group
(7/17-Central Avenue in front of
Bombay), Bradford Hayes Quartet (7/
17-Prospect Street between North
Avenue & E. Broad Street), Scarlett
Blue Band (7/24-Central Avenue in
front of Bombay), Michael Craig Band
(7/24-Elm Street in front of Cafe Java),
Dave Leonhardt Trio (7/24-Quimby
Street), Chuck Lambert (7/31-North
Avenue at Elm Street), Christopher
Dean Band (7/31-E. Broad & Moun-
tain Avenue), Sunna Gunnlaugs Quar-
tet (7/31-Corner of Quimby & Elm
Streets), and Chris Fiore Jazz Trio (7/
31-Corner of E. Broad & Elm Streets).

factoring in that it was held the
evening before the Fourth of July.

“Over the course of the evening,
about 1,000 people attended,” she
said. Approximately 1,000 fliers
distributed by the DWC advertis-
ing the event were eagerly snatched
up by attendees.

Ms. Cronin added that at the end
of the evening, Terraplane Blues
was surrounded by about 150
people, enjoying their unique
sound.

The following evening, the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO) defied the gray skies and
threats of rain to perform a rousing
program of patriotic anthems and
melodies to a crowd awaiting fire-
works at Nomahegan Park in
Cranford.

Normally held each year at Echo
Lake Park in Mountainside/
Westfield, Nomahegan was truly a
more successful venue for the en-
semble known to many as the resi-
dent orchestra of Union County.

Thousands upon thousands of at-
tendees rose to their feet in ap-
plause for the WSO, which is led
by Music Director and Conductor
Maestro David Wroe.

Union County Police Officers
provided safety and guidance for
revelers and parking at Union
County College was generous and
plentiful.

Executive Director of the WSO
Alan G. Moore said, “I think it was
a spectacular success. I am thrilled
with the continued partnership with
Union County, primarily organized
by Freeholder Mary P. Ruotolo.”

Mr. Moore, who estimated atten-
dance at 5,000 to 6,000, added,
“People kept streaming in. We
passed out 3,000 programs and
2,000 flags and that was just for
those who came in through the side
closest to the fireworks. Those
across the park could hear the con-
cert too because it was broadcast
throughout.”

The WSO got through rehearsal
without a drop of rain, according to
Mr. Moore. Even though “a few
sprinkles” interjected between the
selections, he proclaimed, “Nobody
left! They just got out their um-
brellas and enjoyed the perfor-
mance.”

Roses on Broadway, circa 1964.
Ever proud of his Latin roots,

Sheen was awarded the Lifetime
Achievement Award from the
Imagen Foundation, which marks
positive portrayals of Latinos in
television, advertising and film.
Most recently, Sheen was
awarded a Golden Globe for play-
ing the nation’s Democratic
leader.

There were times (I admit) dur-
ing the befuddling 2000 Presi-
dential Election that I wished his
portrayal of President Josiah
Bartlet on NBC’s “The West
Wing” would have made him part
of the ballot. Surely, anyone who
knows of Sheen’s strong convic-
tions, passion and dignity can tell
that he brings everything in his
soul to every episode.

Let’s just hope he gets re-
elected and not edged out by that
dude who plays the Vice Presi-
dent from Animal House.

Martin SheenMartin SheenMartin SheenMartin SheenMartin Sheen
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With Marylou Morano
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By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Reading gives us a free ticket to
anywhere we want to go. We can
travel back in time or forward into the
future. We can visit any planet in the
universe or any country in the world,
just by picking up a book.

“Tales of Korea”
For the third year in a row, author

Linda Sue Park has given us a won-
derful novel of long ago Korea. An
American citizen born to Korean par-
ents, Ms. Park intertwines her love of
the English language with the factual
representation of a land that most
American children will never visit.
Her three books, “A Single Shard,”
“Seesaw Girl,” and “The Kite Fight-
ers,” are written for readers in the 9-13
year age category.

In “Seesaw Girl” (Clarion, 1999)
Jade Blossom, the book’s main char-
acter wishes to defy the 17th century
custom that forbids an unmarried girl
to leave the inner court of her family
home. Longing to defy her confine-
ment and wanting to be out in the
world, the 12-year-old escapes to look
for her 15-year-old aunt Willow who,
having entered into an arranged mar-
riage, has left her family to live with

her husband.

“The Kite Fighters” (Clarion, 2000)
is the story of two brothers living in
Seoul Korea during Medieval Times.
The oldest, Kee-sup is good at mak-
ing kites and his younger brother,
Young-sup is good at flying them.
When the boy king of Korea (based on
an actual historic character) sees the
brothers playing on a hill, he joins in.
He wants to fly his kite in the compe-
tition, but knows none of the children
will allow their king to lose, so he asks
one of the brothers to fly it for him. An
endearing story about how sibling
love became sibling rivalry and how
the young king’s friendship turned it

back to love again.

“A Single Shard” (Clarion, 2001) is
the story of Tree-ear, a 12 year old
homeless boy who is an apprentice to
a potter. One day, while admiring the
potter’s work, Tree-ear accidentally

drops a Celedon vase and must work
to repay the potter the price of the
piece. This is a riveting story of cour-
age, friendship and tenacity and the
importance of setting goals and stick-
ing to them.

Gaining a Sibling,
 Losing a Father

Teens who read Francess Lantz’s
“Someone To Love” (Avon, 1997), the
book the American Library Associa-
tion honored as the Best Book for
Young Adults in 1998, will also enjoy
“Fade Far Away” (Avon, 1998) by the
same author. Like “Someone to Love,”
the main character in “Fade Far Away”
is a teenage girl.

Sienna Scully must come to terms
with her artist father’s brain tumor. It’s
a book packed with emotion, yet easy
to read. Both are great books for young
adults.

Toddler Friendly Books
Dorling Kindersley Publishers lo-

cated in New York City offers a line of
picture books with toddler-friendly
pages. The artwork is bright and color-
ful, the print is big and bold and the
words are easy, both for the pre-reader
to listen to as well as the early reader
to read.

“I’m Too Busy” by Helen Stephens
“Caterpillar’s Wish” by Mary Murphy
and “Panda Big, Panda Small” by
Jane Cabrera are just three selections
in this line of lovely books which are
worth owning.

*  *  *  *  *
The area library reading programs

are in full swing. Perhaps some of the
books suggested in this week’s Book
Nook can help you meet your reading
goals.

ENDING ON A HIGH NOTE…The Westfield Symphony Orchestra (WSO)
concluded its 18th season with a Season Finale reception that featured a
presentation to Westfield resident Myriam Gabriel, center, the 2001 recipient
of the Ann Allen Award. Deirdre T. Malacrea, President of WSO Friends, and
Stephen E. Barcan, outgoing WSO Board President, recognized Ms. Gabriel for
her spirit of volunteerism and record of service to the WSO. Ms. Gabriel is past
president of WSO Friends, has been a member of its executive board and
recently served as the Co-Chair of the 2001 Tour of Notable Homes, which
raised $25,000 for WSO programs.
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Get OuttaGet OuttaGet OuttaGet OuttaGet Outta
the Housethe Housethe Housethe Housethe House

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Beginning July 15, and most
Sundays from 2-4 p.m. through-
out the fall, the Drake House
Museum, 602 West Front Street
in Plainfield, will present “Main
Street: An Oral History of Busi-
ness Life in Plainfield, New Jer-
sey.” This exhibition will give
viewers a glimpse of the busi-
ness history of the area, through
taped interviews, artifacts and
memorabilia from various busi-
nesses. Some of them are still in
existence, but most are not. From
Mack Truck to today’s Dairy
Queen, see what a bustling area
this once was, and how it is com-
ing back. For more information,
phone the museum at (908) 755-
5831. They also provide tours of
the old house. Suggested dona-
tion is just $3 per person.

*  *  *  *  *
Also in Plainfield, on July 14,

the annual Outdoor Festival of
Art will take place on the green,
behind the town library, West
Eighth Street and Park Avenue.
The all-day event runs from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m., and will feature
both professional and non-pro-
fessional artists and crafters in a
variety of categories, including
oils, acrylics, watercolors, pas-
tels, sculpture, printmaking,
drawing, photography, and crafts.
There is also a special “Children’s
Gallery” for young artists. Ad-
mission is free, and there are
refreshments available for sale.
You may just discover a budding
artist, young or old, whose cre-
ations are a must-have for your
home or office. That’s just what
happened to me one year, and
now I’ve got a couple of origi-
nals hanging right here.

*  *  *  *  *
Sarah Jane Cion will return to

the Newark Museum’s lunchtime
Jazz in the Garden series today,
between noon and 1:30 p.m. With
a style of her own and some
smooth confidence, it has been
said that Ms. Cion will electrify
your soul. For the cost (it’s free),
it sure seems worth it to find out.
She recently released her third
CD, “Summer Night,” and with
it she brings a fresh outlook on
traditional piano to the jazz scene.
If you can break away at lunch-
time, take advantage of this one,
rain or shine.

*  *  *  *  *
Today, and again on July 26,

sip a cup of iced tea on the ter-
race at the Reeves-Reed Arbore-
tum, 165 Hobart Avenue, in Sum-
mit, for their Tea on the Terrace
events. They also invite you to
visit the Susan Graham Reeves
Rose Garden. I don’t know who
does the counting, but they claim
to have 268 varieties of roses for
your viewing and sniffing plea-
sure. You can also feed the mon-
arch butterflies. They are re-
leased, by the way, at the end of
the summer, when they start their
trek to Mexico. Maybe we could
learn something from them. It’s
all free, but call (908) 273-8787
to register.

*  *  *  *  *
There is still one day left to

bring the kids (or not) to a perfor-
mance of The Wizard of Oz at the
Forum Theatre Company. Lo-
cated at 314 Main Street in
Metuchen, the theater is present-
ing a series of live musicals for
kids. This one is a classic, and
even though the entire family
has seen the film over and over
again, a live performance is
something special. The final per-
formance will take place on Sat-
urday, July 14, at 11 a.m. You
should reserve seats, and all tick-
ets are $10. Call the box office at
(732) 548-0582.

The DinersThe DinersThe DinersThe DinersThe Diners
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way, was a little different than your tradi-
tional blend.

I ate a perfect 2.5 ravioli, and passed
the plate to my husband. He reluctantly
gave me his Penne con Gorgonzola.
When I tasted it I understood. It was
heavenly. I can’t believe I ate another
bite, but this dish, a regular menu item,
was the better choice. The sauce was
creamy, with sun-dried tomatoes and
fresh basil. The mushrooms gave the
dish a strong, meaty flavor.

To end the meal, we selected the
Espresso-Flavored Crème Brulée. By
the way, there wasn’t a bad dessert choice
on the menu. This was refreshingly not
too sweet, and the caramelized topping
was perfect. It was presented with a
wafer and a sprig of fresh mint leaves,
which looked a lot better than the plants
in my herb garden. I ate most of my half,
and the entire sprig.

I walked out of there feeling out of
sorts. Clearly, I am not used to a meal like
that, with all the food so rich and filling.
I suggest that you either skip the appetiz-
ers, or indulge in two but share an entrée.
Novita’ is most definitely not the place
for a vegan.

If your desire for Italian food leans
toward pizzas or simpler pastas, there are
plenty of local spots. Skip this one. But if
you care to indulge in a calorific, satisfy-
ing pasta dish, don’t forget the red wine.
We did.

don’t want to mess with.” (She’s
an equal opportunity gal. She’s
got the same ammo as the big
boys in the boxes next to her).

The mom and dad in the K•B
aisle didn’t flinch when junior
aimed the gun at his sister. In-
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stead, they proceeded to the check-
out, credit card in hand. Now, you
can say that the toy can only have
a negative influence if the parents
don’t set guidelines or encourage
antagonistic behavior. You can say
that it’s just a piece of plastic that
junior will outgrow in a couple of
months.

I say that there are enough use-
ful tools and products on the mar-
ket to dissuade the purchases of
toy machine guns and sniper dolls.
Here are just some I’ve found:

·LeapPad – an interactive com-
puter book with a magic pen and
learning themes that is so popular,
it’s sold out on most Web sites.

·Phonics Learning System Fun
& Learn Bus – the younger set can
learn the alphabet in no time.

·Double Team by V-Tech – Ages
6+ can learn basic computer skills,
although most kids are learning
them already on their parents’ PCs.

·At smartypantsedutoys.com, I
found Shape & Picture for ages
6+, Sum Time (math skills),
What’s the Diff? (to increase your
child’s power of observation), Feel
and Find, Magnet Express, and
Spray Chalk. Some of these good-
ies look like so much fun, I’d
crash the sandbox to play with
them myself.

·At letslearntoys.com, I discov-
ered Community Workers Bingo,
which could keep kids 3+ occu-
pied for hours. Kids can learn
about the responsibilities and func-
tions of community members
around them. Junior might want
to become a firefighter instead of
a sniper!

·Sort-A-Saurus at
discoverystore.com helps kids 6+
learn how to count and sort money
in a cleverly shaped toy. And, the
dinosaur doesn’t look like he could
hurt your little sister, so he’s safe.

·Finally, anything by V-Tech is a
winner. Children may outgrow
toys as quickly as they grow out of
clothes, but they will expand their
minds and learning capacity with
each one of these gems.

In closing, it comes down to this
– do you want your child to be
entertained by toys associated with
death and destruction or would
you rather intrigue junior with
toys to help him succeed in life?

again perform that role with the Finnish
National Opera and New York City Opera.

Tenor Allan Glassman, did a splendid
job as Calaf. While the volume of this
lyric tenor would not properly fill a larger
hall, Glassman sported a refined, yet pe-
culiar sounding timbre in his voice. His
signature aria, “Nessun Dorma” was de-
cent, but not memorable.

Costumes, designed by Helen E.
Rodgers, varied from excellent to not so
excellent. For example, the costumes of
emissaries Ping, Pang and Pong and the
royal retinue were appropriate, colorful
and authentic. The costume of Liu looked
more rural Land’s End-ish, while the cos-
tumes for the chorus generally conjured
the image of VC regulars rather than
starving Chinese peasants in rags.

Serious artistic drawbacks of the
evening, however, were significant. For
as musically perfect was the offering by
Ms. Shafajinskaia, was the attempt of
Conductor Michael Ching, current the
Artistic Director of Opera Memphis,
musically insignificant.

While perhaps a good choice in name
for an opera set in China, he clearly has
nothing to offer in the arena of the heavily
romanticized, Italianesque style, the mas-
ter of which is an absolute requirement in
pulling off a successful Turandot.

Attempting to wave his arms in the
long New Jersey shadow of Maestro
Alfredo Silipigni, Mr. Ching was out of
his league.

His liabilities were immediately apparent
and examples of his impotent attempt are
numerous — primarily focusing around
tempo and general repertoire familiarity.

Basically, Mr. Ching has one tempo —
harried. This conductor frequently rushed
almost all of the singers but one — the
pro, Ms. Shafajinskaia, who held her
ground, forcing Mr. Ching to adapt to her

TTTTTurandot Wurandot Wurandot Wurandot Wurandot Welcomes Velcomes Velcomes Velcomes Velcomes Vocal Geniusocal Geniusocal Geniusocal Geniusocal Genius
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tempi, rather than destroy her lines. This
is one good reason why she will go on to
have a major career.

Furthermore, Mr. Ching left no room
for the orchestra to breathe. While the
individual musicians and sections were
superb, ensemble effect was greatly lack-
ing. Not helping, because of lack of space
for the musicians in McCarter Theater,
the orchestra which normally consists of
over 80 musicians for a heavy production
like this, was cut down to 53.

Additionally, the percussion section,
including snare drum, bass drum, cym-
bals and xylophone, were placed in a
separate room and their sound was piped
in via speakers.

Overall, Mr. Ching moved through the
score like a wrecking ball brushing aside
important rubato, phrasing and general
passione for his breakneck tempi which
had demonstrated no clear musical vision
or direction.

Furthermore, acoustics in McCarter
Theater are less than desirable for opera.
The hall, which holds about 1,000, has a
deadened sound because of the wall to
wall carpeting and dampening cloths hang-
ing on the walls and from the ceiling — all
helping to detract from general ensemble
blend.

If their thinking of doing any more
Italian heavies in the future, OFNJ should
avoid Mr. Ching and go find an Italian,
preferably.

Turandot by OFNJ is all about Ms.
Shafajinskaia. Do not miss this great oppor-
tunity to hear her voice live at an early stage.

Repeat performances of Turandot will
be tomorrow, Friday, July 13, at 8 p.m.;
Saturday, July 21, at 8 p.m.; and Thurs-
day, July 26, at 7:30 p.m. For the full
schedule, please call the OFNJ Box office
at (609) 258-2787 or 1 (800) 572-2787.
Ticket prices range from $22-$82.

Next Week in A&E:
•Andy Goldenberg gives readers the 411 on Tom Petty after

seeing him in concert.
• Fresh from Once on This Island, Kerrianne Spellman Cort

gives her review.
• Carol F. Davis stops by the Outdoor Art Show in Plainfield,

while Marylou Morano checks out the Members’ Show at the
Visual Arts Center in Summit.

• The life of filmmaker Francis Ford Coppola is profiled in Artist
of the Week.

• Andy stays “On the Beat” and Marylou hides out in the “Book
Nook” with some books on CD for the kiddies.


