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Route 28 Study Aims to Ease
Traffic, Attract Development

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

A study aimed at enhancing traffic
flow as well as development along
Route 28, also known as South Av-
enue, has been completed.

A public information forum spon-
sored by Union County’s Bureau of
Transportation Planning was held on
June 27 at the Cranford Municipal
Building to publicize the findings of
a study of the Route 28 corridor.

The first phase of the study, con-
ducted in 1997, analyzed traffic prob-
lems along the South Avenue corri-
dor, stretching between nine munici-
palities in Union County, from
Plainfield to Elizabeth.

The purpose of the study, accord-
ing to information published by the
Bureau, was to reduce traffic con-
gestion and to provide alternate travel
choices along the corridor. James
Daly, public relations representative
for the Bureau, also said that the
study would enhance future eco-
nomic development along the corri-
dor and assist municipalities in de-
signing pro-active traffic manage-
ment plans.

The traffic-engineering firm that
conducted the study, Louis Berger
Group of East Orange, made recom-

mendations to the county after analy-
sis of the findings for each phase of
the study. Spot improvements along
the corridor included the elimination
of parking in certain areas, signal
additions, signal timing changes and
eliminating various turns.

Various improvements to the pub-
lic transportation system were rec-
ommended, including parking man-
agement plans for each train station
and assigning responsibility for or-
phaned bridges.

Phase two of the study, begun in
September of 2000, involved a more
in-depth analysis of the corridor, in-
cluding traffic counts and a driver-
trip survey.

More than a dozen maps, charts
and graphs on display at the forum
revealed traffic counts and trip-sur-
vey statistics, as well as existing and
future projected traffic and transit
usage. Survey responses of more than
16 percent of the 8,600 surveys dis-
tributed were received and analyzed
by Berger.

Andy Paluri, Project Manager for
Berger, told The Westfield Leader
and The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, that the data was still be-
ing analyzed and compiled into a
final report, which would be avail-

able to the public by July. The final
report will include traffic estima-
tions projected to 2007 for each
municipality, as well as the entire
county.

“This report will eliminate the need
for each municipality to conduct
separate and costly traffic analysis
studies every time they need to con-
sider new development along the
corridor,” Mr. Paluri explained.

The preliminary findings of phase
two concluded that “traffic along the
corridor will continue to grow by 1 to
2 percent each year.”

Recommendations also suggested
that only 15 percent of single-occu-
pant drivers would consider using
other modes of transportation. Sur-
vey results revealed that 79 percent
of the trips along the corridor were
single-occupant vehicles.

The final report will be submit-
ted to the New Jersey Transporta-
tion Planning Authority for its re-
view. The study was funded by a
Federal grant for $168,000, which
was then matched by the County.
A third and final public informa-
tion forum will be held to share
the final report and recommenda-
tions with the public, sometime in
the fall.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Proposed Catering Facility on E. Broad St. Faces Objections
From Neighboring Owners; Hearing to Resume July 30

Youth Academy Aimed At Bridging
Gap Between Town’s Teens, Police

By SETH AUGENSTEIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Police Department
held its first-ever Youth Academy
Graduation Ceremony on June 29.
The event marked the end of a week-
long police training camp attended
by 28 Westfield youths. The program
was open to youngsters aged 14 to
17.

The yellow-uniformed cadets
opened the ceremony by marching in
a procession from the Westfield Po-
lice Department to the gazebo at
Mindowaskin Park. After several
drills, the graduates saluted their

superiors, including Police Chief
Bernard F. Tracy. Cadet Tatiana
Mendez then gave a rendition of the
National Anthem, while the Color
Guard displayed the United States
and New Jersey flags.

Chief Tracy then presented the
introduction to the ceremony, in
which he emphasized the importance
of the week-long collaboration be-
tween officers and the Westfield
youth.

“The purpose of this Academy is
not necessarily for these youths to
become officers, but instead to bridge
the gap between the youth of this

town and the police,” he stated.
Union County Prosecutor Thomas

V. Manahan then spoke briefly on the
merits of understanding between
police and youth from a legal per-
spective.

The guest speaker, Mayor Gre-
gory S. McDermott, made the final
speech of the day. He emphasized
the way in which he and Chief Tracy
were relatively “new” to their re-
spective jobs, and worked with
Westfield Police Detective Sandra
Chambers to make the Academy a
unique possibility for those youths

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The continuation of a controver-
sial application by real estate devel-
oper James Ward for a proposed ca-
tering facility on the second floor of
an East Broad Street apartment build-
ing was heard before the Westfield
Planning Board last Thursday
evening.

The building at 159-169 East Broad
Street has been owned by Ward &
O’Donnell, LLC, a property devel-
oping company and builder, since
March 1997, according to the office
of the Westfield Tax Assessor.

Mr. Ward is requesting permission
from the Planning Board to use one
of the apartments on the second floor
as a catering facility.

According to Mr. Ward, President
of Linden-based Ward & O’Donnell,
there is a large dining area, which
could accommodate small weddings,
showers, business luncheons and
parties.

The total area of the second and
third floors is 6,330 square feet, ac-
cording to Domingo Diaz, Profes-
sional Architectural Designer of the
plan.

The building currently houses re-
tail stores on the ground floor and
seven apartments on the second and
third floors. The apartments are oc-
cupied by residents, including Mr.
Ward, who lives in the apartment
that he is requesting to convert into
the catering facility. The other resi-

dents would not be displaced by the
proposal; however, Mr. Ward would
be required to move out of his home.

Mr. Ward is requesting variances
for less-than-adequate set back and
parking. The zoning ordinance re-
quires a minimum set back of 35 feet
while the application proposes eight
feet and a minimum of 127 parking
spaces.

The site can only provide four
parking spaces and proposes to uti-
lize a combination of private and
municipal parking from nearby lots,
which the owner has contracted with
various neighboring businesses. This
type of parking arrangement has been
permitted for other businesses with
less-than-adequate parking in
Westfield.

Mr. Ward cited several nearby busi-
nesses that have granted him permis-
sion to utilize their parking lots dur-
ing times when they would be closed,
including Fleet Bank on Elm Street,
PNC Bank on Lincoln Plaza, Texaco
on Elm Street and Pan American
Cleaners on South Avenue.

Mr. Ward stated that most of those
businesses would be closed during
his busiest hours of operation: nights
and weekends. With the addition of
these donated or leased spaces, the
facility would have more than enough
spaces to accommodate his guests
and employees, Mr. Ward stated.

Neighboring building owners, in
opposition to the proposal, have at-
tended previous meetings and have

hired several lawyers to represent
their objections.

There was considerable disagree-
ment amongst the attorneys as to
whether the zoning ordinance al-
lowed this type of business to be
located on the second floor and
whether the application should be
required to go before the Zoning
Board for a non-conforming use vari-
ance.

The board agreed with Marc

Brown, attorney for Mr. Ward, that
the matter of jurisdiction had been
previously resolved and that the or-
dinance did not forbid this type of
facility on the second floor in the
central business district (CBD).

Town Council liaison to the board,
Rafael J. Betancourt, said that the
ordinance encouraged certain types
of businesses to take place on the
second floor in order to reserve the
ground floor for retail, but that it did

not forbid this type of facility on a
second floor and that the proposal
did not violate the intention of the
ordinance.

Tim Harrington, owner of an adja-
cent building located at 118-128 Elm
Street, said that his chief concern
was regarding the less-than-adequate
parking, which would exacerbate the
traffic problems in Westfield’s cen-
tral business district. The proposed
facility is approximately 100 feet
from the downtown’s busiest inter-
section, the corner of East Broad and
Elm Streets.

Mr. Ward proposes to have no more
than 80 guests at any one event on the
weekends and a maximum of 40 on
weekdays in order to curtail traffic
congestion problems, even though
the size of the building can accom-
modate more.

According to Mr. Diaz, the size of
the building could accommodate 422
guests; however, Mr. Ward will abide
by the self-imposed condition of 80
maximum occupants at any one time.

Converting the second floor apart-
ment into a catering facility will
require additional renovations, in-
cluding the installation of an eleva-
tor or chair lift to make the building
handicapped-accessible. Mr. Ward
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INDEXINDEXINDEXINDEXINDEX
A&E...............Page 18
Business ........ Page 15
Classifieds......Page 14

Editorial ........ Page 4
Education........Page 9
Obituary ........ Page 8

Religious ....... Page 7
Social ............ Page 6
Sports ............ Page 11

William A. Burke for The Westfield Leader
PRESTIGIOUS GRADUATION…The Westfield Police Department held its first-ever Annual Youth Academy Gradu-
ation Ceremony on June 29. Approximately 28 youngsters, aged 14-17, spent a week participating in a police training
camp, filled with rigorous programs.

NOT CATERING TO NEIGHBORS’ APPROVAL?…Real estate developer
James Ward of Linden-based Ward & O’Donnell continued his application
before the Westfield Planning Board for a catering facility on the second floor
of the James Ward Mansion on East Broad Street. The proposal is being
protested by various neighboring businesses.

Acting Governor Signs Legislation
Changing Mayor, Council Terms

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

By the stroke of the pen on June
26, Acting Governor Donald T.
DiFrancesco signed legislation to
officially double the length of terms
of office for the offices of Westfield
Mayor and Town Council members
from two to four years by 2003.

The legislation, Senate Bill No.
2123 and its companion bill in the
General Assembly, A-3230, will be
gradually phased in over the next
two years.

In 2002, a year in which the terms
of Westfield Mayor Gregory S.
McDermott and council members
Carl A. Salisbury, First Ward; Rafael
J. Betancourt, Second Ward; Claire
Lazarowitz, Third Ward, and
Lawrence A. Goldman, Fourth Ward,
are up for reelection, the terms will
be for three years.

The following year, 2003, when
the remaining four council seats are
up for reelection, the terms will be
for four years. After that, all will
have four-year terms.

Currently, there is an election ev-
ery year in town, as the mayor and
half of the eight council seats are
elected in even-numbered years, with
the remainder of the council elected
in odd-numbered years.

At the council’s June 26 confer-
ence meeting, council members
agreed to place a resolution on the
agenda for the Monday, July 2, regu-
lar meeting, requesting that language
be included to require approval of
town voters through a referendum.

Councilman Salisbury said the
action by the Acting Governor, “kind
of makes our resolution moot.”

Mr. Salisbury said he was not happy
with the fact that municipal elec-
tions in town will no longer be held
in presidential election years start-
ing in 2004. Elections in town will be
held in odd years.

The legislation was sponsored by
State Senator Raymond Lesniak (D-
21st) and Assemblyman Neil M.
Cohen (D-20th). The legislation was
approved 36-2 in the Senate and 75-
1 in the Assembly, with Acting Gov-
ernor DiFrancesco, in his role as a
State Senator, along with Assembly-
men Richard H. Bagger and Thomas
H. Kean, Jr., all Republicans repre-
senting Westfield in Trenton, voting
in favor of the measure.

Westfield Republican Committee
Chairman Jon M. Bramnick said he
didn’t recall hearing any opposition
from committee members or elected
officials to a letter sent by Assembly-
man Bagger of Westfield informing
the committee of the legislation.

“Bottom line, I wouldn’t want to
have to run for two years,” he said,
noting perhaps council members will
now be able to concentrate on get-
ting specific things done during their
council tenures and not feel obli-
gated to run for reelection.

Democrats had expressed concern
that they were not notified of the
pending legislation. Republican lead-
ers said they thought that Senator
Lesniak would have notified the lo-
cal Democratic Committee.

When the issue came to light  at the
council level a few years ago under

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
OH MY! WHAT A BEAUTIFUL SIGHT...The Westfield Chamber of Commerce Classic Car Show held on June 26 was
quite a success. This Black, XK 150, 1960 Jaguar, owned by Frank Novak of Union, took nine years to restore. This work
of art was stored in pieces in a garage in Boston until Mr. Novak purchased it in 1990.



Page 10 Thursday, July 5, 2001 The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood                        A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

SUNDAY, JUNE 17
• Belkys Figueroa, 31, of

Plainfield was arrested in the 300
block of South Avenue, West, and
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated. He was released on his own
recognizance.

• A Livingston Street resident
reported that an unknown indi-
vidual or persons have been enter-
ing his residence at various times

since April and taking miscella-
neous items.

MONDAY, JUNE 18
• The United Fund of Westfield,

located at the north side Westfield
train station, reported a broken win-
dow.

TUESDAY, JUNE 19
• Two motor vehicles, one belong-

ing to a Kearny resident and the other
owned by a Newark resident, were
damaged in separate incidents which
occurred in the 100 block of Windsor
Avenue.

THURSDAY, JUNE 21
• A Poe Avenue resident re-

ported the unauthorized use and
identity theft of her Social Secu-
rity number by an unknown party
for the purpose of taking out a
student loan.

• Two bicycles were reported sto-
len from the Memorial Pool.

• It was reported to police that a
man stole a bottle of Dom Perignon
champagne, valued at $140, from a
South Avenue liquor store and fled
in an unknown direction. The sus-
pect was described as a black male,
approximately 25 years old, stand-
ing 5 feet and 10 inches tall and
weighing 165 pounds.

SATURDAY, JUNE 23
• A Ripley Avenue resident re-

ported that the handles on the
driver’s side door and right rear
door of his motor vehicle were
snapped off. The incident occurred
on Mountain View Circle.

Douglas M. Fasciale
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

by the Supreme Court of New Jersey

Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas, LLP

Attorneys At Law - A Full Service Firm

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 Paterson Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. Euclid Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.

STATE RECOGNITION…Members of the Fanwood Volunteer Rescue Squad
were presented June 15 with the State of New Jersey Governor’s Volunteer Award
2001 for Public Safety. Pictured, left to right, are: back row, First Lieutenant Jeffrey
Downing, member Eric Breidenstein, Training Officer Ed Sargent and members
Eileen Ochsner and Bill Crosby, and front row, Secretary of State DeForest B.
Soaries, Jr.; Squad President John Oatis; First Lady Diane DiFrancesco, squad
Secretary Ruth Wegmann and Jack Ruh, the Fanwood firefighter who squad
members revived after he suffered a heart attack last December.

Fanwood Rescue Squad Receives Governor’s Award
For Having Saved the Life of Local Firefighter

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD -- One week before
Christmas of last year, members of
the Fanwood Rescue Squad gave a
fellow volunteer the greatest gift of
all – the gift of life – when they
successfully resuscitated a veteran
firefighter who had suffered a heart
attack at the borough’s fire head-
quarters.

On June 15, in recognition of hav-
ing saved the life of “one of their
own” from among the ranks of
Fanwood’s emergency service units,
the squad was presented with the
State of New Jersey Governor’s Vol-
unteer Award 2001, in the category
of Public Safety.

Squad members, along with
firefighter Jack Ruh, the man they
revived on December 17, traveled to
Drumthwacket, the governor’s man-
sion in Princeton, where they re-
ceived the award from Acting Gover-
nor Donald T. DiFrancesco’s wife,
Diane, in a ceremony held on the rear
patio there.

Mr. DiFrancesco was scheduled to
be there but a change in his itinerary
resulted in him having to miss the
program, according to John Oatis,
President of the Fanwood Rescue
Squad, who was among those on
hand to accept the award.

Since 1987, the governor’s volun-
teer awards have been given for out-
standing service and contributions in
a variety of areas, including arts;
education; environment and animals;
health; human services; long-term
service; mobilization of volunteers;
service to seniors and service to
youth, in addition to public safety.

Representing the Fanwood squad
at a breakfast and the awards presen-
tation that day, in addition to Mr.
Oatis, were First Lieutenant Jeffrey
Downing, Corresponding Secretary
Ruth Wegmann, Training Officer
Edward Sargent and members Eileen
Ochsner, William Crosby and Eric
Breidenstein.

Other squad members who had
participated in the rescue of Mr. Ruh
but were unable to attend the cer-
emony were Tom Kranz, Mark
Crawford, Jason Lowrey and David
Zawodniak.

While Mrs. Wegmann, a life mem-
ber of the squad, was not among
those who revived Mr. Ruh, she re-
ceived an award from the governor in
1993 after she saved the life of a baby
that was thrown from a car following
a traffic accident.

Mr. Ruh, then 73, was stricken in
the kitchen area of fire headquarters,
located adjacent to the Borough Hall
complex on Martine Avenue and steps
away from the Fanwood Rescue
Squad building.

After he was found unconscious
and unresponsive, a 911 alert brought
police and rescue squad personnel,
along with other firefighters, to the
scene of the emergency.

The rescuers employed one of the
squad’s defibrillator units – a device
which uses electronic impulses to
restore an individual’s heartbeat to
its normal rhythm following cardiac
arrest – to resuscitate Mr. Ruh.

According to an overview of the
incident which accompanied the
award, Mr. Ruh was twice found to
be without a pulse and to have stopped
breathing. Both functions were re-
stored by members of the squad. He
was then transported by Mercy 6
paramedics  to Muhlenberg Regional
Medical Center in Plainfield. The
firefighter was released from the
hospital the day after Christmas.

“We’ve been recognized in the past,
but this is probably the most memo-
rable because it’s from the entire
state,” remarked Mr. Oatis, who said
his squad was among some 2000
agencies, including police, fire and
rescue squad units throughout the
state, which could have received the
public safety award.

He said it especially “made the
day” for squad members to have
been able to save the life of a volun-
teer who is, like them, committed to
protecting the health and safety of
Fanwood residents. “It made the holi-
day season a little nicer for us,” Mr.
Oatis added.

Mr. Ruh, a life member of the
Fanwood Fire Department, still
visits fire headquarters to share
morning coffee and conversation
with his colleagues, having been
with the department about 45
years.

“I’m feeling fairly good,” he told
The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
last week. “I have nothing but praise
for the Fanwood Rescue Squad. They
did a good job – if they didn’t, I
wouldn’t be here.”

In May, the rescue squad donated

one of three portable defibrillators to
the Fanwood Police Department for use
in its patrol vehicles, which are typi-
cally first to arrive at an emergency.

On May 27, police used one of the
units to revive a Westfield man who
went into cardiac arrest at the Sun
Tavern in Fanwood. The man was
recently said to be making a success-
ful recovery.

GARDENING FUN…Students from Franklin Elementary School in Westfield
fill the bird feeder in the school’s Habitat Garden. The feeder, which has been
reported stolen, was donated by the Rake and Hoe Garden Club to recognize the
school’s “gardening with children” activities. McKinley and Jefferson Elemen-
tary Schools also received items from their “wish lists” in recognition of their
activities.

Connolly, Murch Placed
On Trimester Honor Roll

WESTFIELD – Seton Hall Pre-
paratory School in West Orange
has reported that Brendan Connolly
and John Murch, both of Westfield,
were both named to the school’s
Third Trimester Honor Roll.

Both Brendan, a ninth grader,
and John, an 11th grader, received
Commendations.

proposes to install an elevator-type
chair lift in the rear of the building
to comply with the Americans With
Disabilities Act. A sprinkler-sys-
tem and conversion of an existing
bathroom into a handicapped-ac-
cessible bathroom is also proposed.

The street level of the building is
occupied by Classic Thyme, a re-
tail cooking store and cooking
school, which will be the food sup-
plier for the catering facility. Mr.
Ward said that he would obtain a
liquor license if the ordinance re-
quired it. According to prelimi-
nary marketing inquiries, he esti-
mated approximately five to six
parties per month.

Several private parties with mu-
sical entertainment have already
been held at the facility without
noise complaints from building
residents or neighbors, according
to Mr. Ward.

Since purchasing the building,
Mr. Ward has made extensive reno-
vations to the building, modeling
the interior architectural features
after 18th Century French designs
and the exterior after classical New
Orleans French salons. Some of
the design features of the rooms
are identical replications of rooms
at The Metropolitan Museum of
Art, utilizing imported European
wood and marble, Mr. Ward told

the board.
Carol Greco Schwarz, a neigh-

borhood building owner, represented
by attorney Charles Brandt, said,
“Westfield already has a parking
crisis, which this proposal will only
worsen.”

Peter Steck, professional plan-
ning consultant for the applicant,
will testify regarding the site plan
details at the next meeting sched-
uled for Monday, July 30, at 7 p.m.

Mr. Brandt stated that he intends
on presenting a formal objection
before the board.

SP Looks to Double Recreation Department Offerings;
New Programs for Adults, Teenagers, Youths Planned

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- If all goes
according to plan, Scotch Plains will
offer substantially more recreation
programs to its resident in a year’s
time.

“By this time next year, we’re look-
ing to double the number of pro-
grams we’re offering,” said Ray
Poerio, who became the Director of
Parks and Recreation in late January
after a stint as Assistant Recreation
Director in Randolph Township.

Mr. Poerio recently presented to
the Township Council a detailed out-
line of his department’s goals and
objectives for the coming years —
and they run the gamut from mainte-
nance and acquisition of fields to
new programs for adults, teenagers

and youths to enhancement of tech-
nology and software. He told The
Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood that
he put together the listing of goals
because he felt it was important to
“set realistic goals and then do what-
ever is needed to achieve them.” He
also said he wanted “to get everyone
on the same page and work towards
(meeting those goals) by moving in
the same direction.”

When he presented his list of rec-
reation goals to the council, Coun-
cilman Frank S. Rossi complimented
Mr. Peorio on his efforts and said he
hoped the department would be open
to potential modifications as time
went on. Mr. Poerio also said that
Mayor Martin L. Marks was “very
excited and very pleased with the
department’s direction.” He added

that Recreation Commission Chair-
man Ed Zazzali is also “excited about
where we’re heading.”

Clubs and organizations in Scotch
Plains are also eager to help the
department meet some of its goals,
Mr. Peorio reported.

Mr. Poerio wants to expand the
number of programs available to resi-
dents of all ages in Scotch Plains.
Already, he is looking at starting up
some new programs for teenagers,
perhaps, initially, a teen night at the
high school.

“It’s very difficult to program for
teens,” he admits. “Kids these days
are looking to get into high adven-
ture, cutting-edge activities, the kinds
of things not typically being done.”
High school-age young adults “want
real activities” rather than a teen
center where little of interest is avail-
able, he said.

Mr. Poerio said some of the activi-
ties that could be included in an
expanded teen program are camp-
ing, hiking and whitewater rafting.
He’s also formed a Teen Advisory
Board made up of students from the
high school to assist in developing
programs. The Recreation Depart-
ment also is looking to widen the
variety of programs aimed at adults,
senior citizens and young people,
especially those younger than 7- or
8- years-old.

Another priority for Mr. Poerio is
maintaining and improving existing
parks, fields and facilities while build-
ing new ones. He wants to create a
five-year master plan for the
township’s parks system. He called
the present condition of the
township’s fields “one of our weak-
nesses.”

In addition, he wants the Recre-
ation Commission, over the next four
years, to identify and construct four
new active playing fields as well as,
possibly, a recreation center. The
local government is currently work-
ing with the county on developing a
portion of the Ashbrook Reservation
into ball fields.

But if that project continues to be
delayed or canceled, “then we have
to come up with Plan B,” Mr. Poerio
said, although he admits that there
are not many options when it comes
to additional space for parks and ball
fields.

The council recently gave its ap-
proval for a three-acre parcel of town-
ship-owned land on Plainfield Av-
enue to be turned into a park that, by
the fall of 2002, would include a
baseball field and a soccer field.
There is also the former Terry-Lou
Zoo property, which, Mr. Poerio said,
could include a dog park, skateboard
facility and, possibly, a new recre-
ation center.

Mr. Poerio also wants to further
computerize the Recreation
Department’s functions and services.

The township has already applied for
a state grant that would finance the
purchase of computer software that
would allow Scotch Plains, Fanwood
and the Board of Education to share
and schedule the various athletic
fields and park areas for local groups
and teams. Mr. Peorio also wishes to
upgrade or obtain new software to
make golf registration at Scotch Hills
Country Club easier and is looking
to upgrade the department’s existing
Web page so that online registration
for programs and the ability to take
credit card payments is possible.

WORK IN PROGRESS…Fourth graders at McKinley Elementary School in
Westfield put their touches on their McKinley Millennium Mural, a wall-sized
landscape showing past and present landmarks around Westfield. Under the
direction of art teacher Alison Hooper, the mural was created by every student
at McKinley School. The mural will be installed in the school’s main hallway
over the summer and will be unveiled next fall.
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Proposed Catering Facility
Faces Neighbors’ Objections

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cadets
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Terms
the administration of Democratic
Mayor Thomas C. Jardim, Demo-
crats had proposed three-year terms.

GOP council members balked at
the time, saying they believed two-
year terms forced council members
to conduct door-to-door campaigns,
thus improving communications with
their constituents. They also listed
the old cliché, “If it ain’t broke,
don’t fix it.”

Another concern was that four-
year terms might make some per-
spective candidates leery about run-
ning for office in the first place.

Franklin School Holds
Opening for Garden

WESTFIELD – Franklin Elemen-
tary School in Westfield officially opened
its Habitat Garden on Monday, June 18,
with student volunteers conducting tours
and serving refreshments.

Begun in November of last year, the
Franklin Schoolyard Habitat is the result
of a community effort to enhance a patch
of land, which was used as a storage site
during the 1999-2000 Franklin School
construction.

The garden is the culmination of a
year’s work by volunteers, including stu-
dents, parents and local organizations.
The Lunchtime Habitat Club is a group
of pupils, grades one to five, and adult
volunteers who meet each month to work
on the garden and participate in related
activities.

Designed to attract birds and butter-
flies, the garden includes permanent
plantings native to the United States. There
is space for annuals, pumpkins, zinnias
and sunflowers. No pesticides or inor-
ganic fertilizers are used in the garden.

Erratum
A letter by Westfield High

School Principal Dr. Robert G.
Petix published in the June 28th
issue concerning the school’s
graduation should have stated in
the second paragraph that the
weatherman said the school
should “go outside” for the gradu-
ation ceremony.

that participated.
The cadets then received their cer-

tificates from Detective Chambers to
the cheers of friends and family in
attendance.

The week was a grueling but satisfy-
ing one for the young cadets. From
eight o’clock in the morning until four
in the afternoon, they interacted with
20 Westfield police officers in such
activities as First Aid/CPR training, the
firearms training system, physical train-
ing, a tour of the Union County jail,
classes on everyday legal aspects of the
job, and even a mock trial that was
presided over by two Union County
Assistant Prosecutors from Mr.
Manahan’s office and before Superior
Court Judge William L’E. Wertheimer.

Chief Tracy could not have been
happier with the progress made in only
a week’s time, and humbly admired the
teamwork involved.

“This was about creating partner-
ships in the community. Change is only
accompanied by hard work, and Chief
Tracy is working hard to make the
Westfield police officers more acces-
sible to the youth of this town,” said
Detective Chambers.


