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Fanwood Rescue Squad Receives Governor’s Award
For Having Saved the Life of Local Firefighter

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

One week before Christmas of last
year, members of the Fanwood Res-
cue Squad gave a fellow volunteer
the greatest gift of all – the gift of life
– when they successfully resusci-
tated a veteran firefighter who had
suffered a heart attack at the
borough’s fire headquarters.

On June 15, in recognition of hav-
ing saved the life of “one of their
own” from among the ranks of
Fanwood’s emergency service units,
the squad was presented with the
State of New Jersey Governor’s Vol-
unteer Award 2001, in the category
of public safety.

Squad members, along with
firefighter Jack Ruh, the man they
revived on December 17, traveled to

Drumthwacket, the governor’s man-
sion in Princeton, where they re-
ceived the award from Acting Gover-
nor Donald T. DiFrancesco’s wife,
Diane, in a ceremony held on the rear
patio there.

Mr. DiFrancesco was scheduled to
be there but a change in his itinerary
resulted in him having to miss the
program, according to John Oatis,
President of the Fanwood Rescue
Squad, who was among those on
hand to accept the award.

Since 1987, the governor’s volun-
teer awards have been given for out-
standing service and contributions in
a variety of areas, including arts;
education; environment and animals;
health; human services; long-term
service; mobilization of volunteers;
service to seniors and service to
youth, in addition to Public Safety.

Representing the Fanwood squad
at a breakfast and the awards presen-
tation that day, in addition to Mr.
Oatis, were First Lieutenant Jeffrey

Downing, Corresponding Secretary
Ruth Wegmann, Training Officer
Edward Sargent and members Eileen
Ochsner, William Crosby and Eric
Breidenstein.

Other squad members who had
participated in the rescue of Mr. Ruh
but were unable to attend the cer-
emony were Tom Kranz, Mark
Crawford, Jason Lowrey and David
Zawodniak.

While Mrs. Wegmann, a life mem-
ber of the squad was not among those
who revived Mr. Ruh, she received
an award from the governor in 1993
after she saved the life of a baby that
was thrown from a car following a
traffic accident.

Mr. Ruh, then 73, was stricken in
the kitchen area of fire headquarters,
located adjacent to the Borough Hall
complex on Martine Avenue and steps
away from the Fanwood Rescue
Squad building.

After he was found unconscious

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP Looks to Double Recreation Department Offerings;
New Programs for Adults, Teenagers and Youths Planned

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

If all goes according to plan, Scotch
Plains will offer substantially more
recreation programs to its resident in
a year’s time.

“By this time next year, we’re look-
ing to double the number of pro-
grams we’re offering,” said Ray
Poerio, who became the Director of
Parks and Recreation in late January
after a stint as Assistant Recreation
Director in Randolph Township.

Mr. Poerio recently presented to
the Township Council a detailed out-
line of his department’s goals and

objectives for the coming years —
and they run the gamut from mainte-
nance and acquisition of fields to
new programs for adults, teenagers
and youths to enhancement of tech-
nology and software. He told The
Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood that
he put together the listing of goals
because he felt it was important to
“set realistic goals and then do what-
ever is needed to achieve them.” He
also said he wanted “to get everyone
on the same page and work towards
(meeting those goals) by moving in
the same direction.”

When he presented his list of rec-

reation goals to the council, Coun-
cilman Frank S. Rossi complimented
Mr. Peorio on his efforts and said he
hoped the department would be open
to potential modifications as time
went on. Mr. Poerio also said that
Mayor Martin L. Marks was “very
excited and very pleased with the
department’s direction.” He added
that Recreation Commission Chair-
man Ed Zazzali is also “excited about
where we’re heading.”

Clubs and organizations in Scotch
Plains are also eager to help the
department meet some of its goals,
Mr. Peorio reported.

Mr. Poerio wants to expand the
number of programs available to resi-
dents of all ages in Scotch Plains.
Already, he is looking at starting up
some new programs for teenagers;
perhaps, initially, a teen night at the
high school.

“It’s very difficult to program for
teens,” he admits. “Kids these days
are looking to get into high adven-
ture, cutting-edge activities, the kinds
of things not typically being done.”
High school-age young adults “want
real activities” rather than a teen
center where little of interest is avail-
able, he said.

Mr. Poerio said some of the activi-
ties that could be included in an
expanded teen program are camp-
ing, hiking and whitewater rafting.
He’s also formed a Teen Advisory
Board made up of students from the
high school to assist in developing
programs. The Recreation Depart-
ment also is looking to widen the
variety of programs aimed at adults,
senior citizens and young people,
especially those younger than 7- or
8-years-old.

Another priority for Mr. Poerio is
maintaining and improving existing
parks, fields and facilities while build-
ing new ones. He wants to create a
five-year master plan for the
township’s parks system. He called
the present condition of the
township’s fields “one of our weak-
nesses.”

In addition, he wants the Recre-
ation Commission, over the next four
years, to identify and construct four
new active playing fields as well as,
possibly, a recreation center. The
local government is currently work-

ing with the county on developing a
portion of the Ashbrook Reservation
into ball fields.

But if that project continues to be
delayed or canceled, “then we have
to come up with Plan B,” Mr. Poerio
said, although he admits that there
are not many options when it comes
to additional space for parks and ball

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Bank Seeks Internally-Lit Logo
For New Branch in Fanwood

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Claiming the company’s “C” logo
is key to helping customers identify
Commerce Bank locations, bank rep-
resentatives last week appealed to
the Fanwood Planning Board for
permission to erect a six-foot-high,
internally-lit model at its new branch,
to be built at 580 and 590 North
Avenue.

The proposed red logo sign, to be
mounted on the building facade,
would accompany a 72-square-foot,
free-standing, ground-mounted sign
that was previously approved for the
site. Planning Board members ap-
proved construction of the bank
branch last December.

Commerce Bank is seeking sev-
eral variances in connection with the
logo sign, including one for internal
illumination, which is not presently
permitted under the borough’s ordi-
nance. Variances are also being
sought for the proposed height and
square footage of the sign.

The new bank will be located on
the former site of the Today’s De-
light doughnut shop, at the corner of
North and Hetfield Avenues, which
is zoned as General-Commercial.

The lengthy June 27 hearing, which
will conclude at the board’s regular
meeting next month, featured testi-
mony by three witnesses on behalf of
the applicant.

Called by attorney Jeffrey B.
Lehrer, whose Warren Township firm
is representing Commerce Bank, the
three witnesses in turn testified how
the proposed “C” sign would en-
hance the building without having a
negative impact on the surrounding
community.

Michael Uhorchuk, Vice President
and General Manager of NW Sign
Industries, which manufactures and
installs signs for Commerce Bank,

said that, in his opinion, the illumi-
nated “C” logo would not create a
glare or pose a distraction to passing
motorists.

According to Mr. Uhorchuk, the
planned sign, slated to measure 39.5
square feet, would contain eight, 40-
watt fluorescent bulbs shielded by
plexiglass within aluminum casing.

He said 75 percent of the
company’s branches use the six-foot-
high design, but noted smaller mod-
els are also available. During the
course of the hearing, Mr. Lehrer
indicated that if the board favored a
smaller logo size, his client would be
agreeable to it.

Next up was Patty Witte, Retail
Market Manager for eight area Com-
merce Bank locations, who stated

the logo was an important aspect in
making the bank recognizable to
customers.

She testified that “several” cus-
tomers had told her the “C” had
alerted them to bank locations else-
where, although she said she had not
conducted a formal survey to gauge
whether the logo was a widespread
factor in customer identification of
the bank.

Board Chairman Gregory
Cummings asked Ms. Witte whether
the sign would be equally effective if
it were lit via such means as external
illumination or an overhead light.
She opined that it would not, saying
people “look for the big red C,” and
added customers might miss the bank

Route 28 Study Aims to Ease
Traffic, Attract Development

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

A study aimed at enhancing traf-
fic flow as well as development
along Route 28, also known as
South Avenue, has been com-
pleted.

A public information forum spon-
sored by Union County’s Bureau of
Transportation Planning was held
on June 27 at the Cranford Munici-
pal Building to publicize the find-
ings of a study of the Route 28
corridor.

The first phase of the study, con-
ducted in 1997, analyzed traffic
problems along the South Avenue
corridor, stretching between nine
municipalities in Union County,
from Plainfield to Elizabeth.

The purpose of the study, ac-
cording to information published
by the Bureau, was to reduce traffic
congestion and to provide alter-
nate travel choices along the corri-
dor. James Daly, public relations
representative for the Bureau, also
said that the study would enhance
future economic development along

the corridor and assist municipali-
ties in designing pro-active traffic
management plans.

The traffic-engineering firm that
conducted the study, Louis Berger
Group of East Orange, made rec-
ommendations to the county after
analysis of the findings for each
phase of the study. Spot improve-
ments along the corridor included
the elimination of parking in cer-
tain areas, signal additions, signal
timing changes and eliminating
various turns.

Various improvements to the pub-
lic transportation system were rec-
ommended, including parking man-
agement plans for each train sta-
tion and assigning responsibility
for orphaned bridges.

Phase two of the study, begun in
September of 2000, involved a more
in-depth analysis of the corridor,
including traffic counts and a driver-
trip survey.

More than a dozen maps, charts
and graphs on display at the forum
revealed traffic counts and trip-sur-
vey statistics, as well as existing

and future projected traffic and tran-
sit usage. Survey responses of more
than 16 percent of the 8,600 driver
surveys distributed were received
and analyzed by Berger.

Andy Paluri, Project Manager for
Berger, told The Westfield Leader
and The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, that the data was still
being analyzed and compiled into
a final report, which would be avail-
able to the public by July. The final
report will include traffic estima-
tions projected to 2007 for each
municipality, as well as the entire
county.

“This report will eliminate the
need for each municipality to con-
duct separate and costly traffic
analysis studies every time they
need to consider new development
along the corridor,” Mr. Paluri ex-
plained.

The preliminary findings of
phase two concluded that “traffic
along the corridor will continue
to grow by 1 to 2 percent each
year.”

Recommendations also sug-
gested that only 15 percent of
single-occupant drivers would con-
sider using other modes of trans-
portation. Survey results revealed
that 79 percent of the trips along
the corridor were single-occupant
vehicles.

The final report will be submit-
ted to the New Jersey Transporta-
tion Planning Authority for its re-
view. The study was funded by a
Federal grant for $168,000, which
was then matched by the County.
A third and final public informa-
tion forum will be held to share
the final report and recommenda-
tions with the public, sometime in
the fall.

HONING COMPUTATION SKILLS…Fifth graders at Coles Elementary
School in Scotch Plains recently honed their computation skills with abacuses
made in Chris Moffitt’s fifth grade classroom. An abacus is a mathematical
device used to make calculations consisting of a frame set with rods on which
balls or beads are used. Many foreign countries still use abacuses for business
calculations and currency transactions. Pictured, left to right, are: Erin Rossi,
Brittany Biondi and Alyssa Weinberg.

STATE RECOGNITION…Members of the Fanwood Volunteer Rescue Squad
were presented June 15 with the State of New Jersey Governor’s Volunteer Award
2001 for Public Safety. Pictured, left to right, are: back row, First Lieutenant Jeffrey
Downing, member Eric Breidenstein, Training Officer Ed Sargent and members
Eileen Ochsner and Bill Crosby, and front row, Secretary of State DeForest B.
Soaries, Jr.; Squad President John Oatis; First Lady Diane DiFrancesco, squad
Secretary Ruth Wegmann and Jack Ruh, the Fanwood firefighter who squad
members revived after he suffered a heart attack last December.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
AN EVENING OF DANCE…Eighth graders from Scotch Plains-Fanwood had the time of their lives during the last dance
of the school year. Before attending the festivities, two couples posed for keepsake photographs. Pictured, left to right,
are: Adam Yellin and Erin Gallagher and Nicole D’Annunzio with Josh Rogowsky.
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SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, JUNE 19
•Police reported the theft of two

cellular telephones from an unlocked
van parked on Westfield Road.

•A Route 22 car rental agency
reported the theft of a tire and rim
from a 1999 Pontiac that was parked
in the lot. The incident occurred
sometime overnight.

•An employee of a Park Avenue
pharmacy reported seeing a man fill
a bag with an unknown amount of
merchandise (assorted brands of laxa-
tives) and walk out of the store.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 20
•A vehicle was broken into while

parked at a Route 22 restaurant. A
car stereo and an undetermined
amount of money was reportedly
taken.

•Someone stole an unlocked bi-
cycle from the front of a South Av-
enue restaurant.

THURSDAY, JUNE 21
•Police received a report of the

theft of a baby stroller from the rear
of Coles Elementary School. The
stroller was left unattended for a few
minutes.

•Police reported that someone
caused extensive damage to the rear
of McGinn Elementary School on
Roosevelt Avenue by spray painting
in three colors, (red, black and green).
The incident occurred overnight.

•A 1994 Rodeo SUV was reported
stolen from the driveway of a Hunter
Avenue residence sometime over-
night. The vehicle was reported re-
covered by Newark police depart-
ment later the same evening.

•A 2000 Lexus was reported sto-
len from the parking lot of the YMCA
on Park Avenue. The vehicle was
equipped with Lojack tracking equip-

ment and was recovered by Newark
police department later the same
evening.

• Eduardo Figueroa, 23, of
Plainfield was arrested for shoplift-
ing approximately $150 worth of
film from a Park Avenue pharmacy.
Figueroa was released on a sum-
mons.

•Someone stole an unlocked bi-
cycle from the parking lot of a Park
Avenue pharmacy.

FRIDAY, JUNE 22
•Someone stole a cell phone and

charger from a Rahway Road resi-
dent sometime overnight.

•The theft of a digital camera was
reported from Brookside Park.

SATURDAY, JUNE 23
•The theft of two backpack leaf

blowers were reported from in front
of a Clinton Lane residence during
the early afternoon.

•Someone smashed out a window
in front of a Plainfield Avenue busi-
ness at approximately 9:30 p.m. Po-
lice said no entry was gained to the
building.

•Yadwinder Singh, 27, of Scotch
Plains was arrested and charged with
possession of under 50 grams of mari-
juana pursuant to an investigation at
a Route 22 gasoline station.

•Carlos Romero, 25, of Plainfield
was arrested and charged with ob-
structing the administration of the
law for providing false information
during the course of an officer’s
investigation of suspicious activity
in the 1300 block of Terrill Road.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Douglas M. Fasciale
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by the Supreme Court of New Jersey

Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas, LLP
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New Brunswick, NJ 08901
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SP Looks to Double  Offerings
By Recreation Department

Bank Seeks Internally-Lit Logo
For New Branch in Fanwood

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

if they are driving by quickly, with-
out the internally-lit sign to alert
them to its location.

Board member and former
Fanwood councilman Andrew J.
MacDonald observed that sign re-
strictions in the borough’s zoning
ordinance were set forth to help pre-
serve a certain ambiance within the
community.

“We have rules around here,” Mr.
MacDonald commented, adding that
Fanwood residents are proud of the
borough’s appearance. “I don’t see
why the rules should be changed for
one company.”

The final witness for the bank last
week was P. David Zimmerman, a
licensed professional planner, who
testified that the proposed logo would
fit in with the existing “neighbor-
hood scheme.”

He noted there are commercial es-
tablishments on the other three cor-
ners of the North and Hetfield inter-
section – including two gas stations –
and said brand names on these busi-
nesses have helped to identify them.

Mr. Zimmerman also alluded to
what he called the “spirit and intent”
of borough regulations regarding
signs, proffering that elected offi-
cials may have incorporated them
into the local ordinance to prohibit
designs that are “obtrusive.” He ar-
gued this would not be the case with
the “C” logo.

“I don’t see that this will be garish,
bright or something the community

will see as objectionable,” Mr.
Zimmerman remarked, saying a short
time later that the board “should evalu-
ate (the sign proposal) on its merit.”

He also stated that the sign would
be “proportionate” with the size of
the property, which measures 28,000
square feet, and added the building
will be set back 90 feet from North
Avenue.

Board member William E.
Populus, Jr., also a former council-
man, pointed out that Sovereign Bank
on North Avenue, located at the same
intersection but across the municipal
border in Scotch Plains, has a more
conservative look, with non-illumi-
nated lettering on a brick background.

He noted the number of cars in
Sovereign’s parking lot indicate that
the more low-key identification mo-
tif has not kept the bank from being
successful.

No members of the community
came forward during the public com-
ment portion of the hearing to speak
in favor or against the application.

With the hearing having gone past
11 p.m., board members briefly de-
bated as to whether to go on or to
continue it next month.

The board ultimately went with
the latter option, since concerns re-
mained over several aspects of the
proposal, among them the size of the
planned sign and hours of illumina-
tion. The hearing will continue on
Wednesday, July 25, in the Borough
Council Chambers at 8 p.m.

fields.
The council recently gave its ap-

proval for a three-acre parcel of town-
ship-owned land on Plainfield Av-
enue to be turned into a park that, by
the fall of 2002, would include a
baseball field and a soccer field.
There is also the former Terry-Lou
Zoo property, which, Mr. Poerio said,
could include a dog park, skateboard
facility and, possibly, a new recre-
ation center.

Mr. Poerio also wants to further
computerize the Recreation
Department’s functions and services.

The township has already applied for
a state grant that would finance the
purchase of computer software that
would allow Scotch Plains, Fanwood
and the Board of Education to share
and schedule the various athletic
fields and park areas for local groups
and teams. Mr. Peorio also wishes to
upgrade or obtain new software to
make golf registration at Scotch Hills
Country Club easier and is looking
to upgrade the department’s existing
Web page so that online registration
for programs and the ability to take
credit card payments is possible.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

and unresponsive, a 911 alert brought
police and rescue squad personnel,
along with other firefighters, to the
scene of the emergency.

The rescuers employed one of the
squad’s defibrillator units – a device
which uses electronic impulses to
restore an individual’s heartbeat to
its normal rhythm following cardiac
arrest – to resuscitate Mr. Ruh.

According to an overview of the
incident which accompanied the
award, Mr. Ruh was twice found to
be without a pulse and to have stopped
breathing. Both functions were re-
stored by members of the squad. He
was then transported by Mercy 6
paramedics  to Muhlenberg Regional
Medical Center in Plainfield. The
firefighter was released from the hos-
pital the day after Christmas.

“We’ve been recognized in the past,
but this is probably the most memo-
rable because it’s from the entire
state,” remarked Mr. Oatis, who said

his squad was among some 2000
agencies, including police, fire and
rescue squad units throughout the
state, which could have received the
public safety award.

He said it especially “made the
day” for squad members to have been
able to save the life of a volunteer who
is, like them, committed to protecting
the health and safety of Fanwood
residents. “It made the holiday season
a little nicer for us,” Mr. Oatis added.

Mr. Ruh, a life member of the
Fanwood Fire Department, still vis-
its fire headquarters to share morn-
ing coffee and conversation with his
colleagues, having been with the
department about 45 years.

“I’m feeling fairly good,” he told
The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
last week. “I have nothing but praise
for the Fanwood Rescue Squad. They
did a good job – if they didn’t, I
wouldn’t be here.”

In May, the rescue squad donated
one of three portable defibrillators
to the Fanwood Police Department
for use in its patrol vehicles, which
are typically first to arrive at an
emergency.

On May 27, police used one of the
units to revive a Westfield man who
went into cardiac arrest at the Sun
Tavern in Fanwood. The man was
recently said to be making a success-
ful recovery.

Fanwood Rescue Squad
Receives Governor’s Award

FIESTA TIME!…Second graders in each elementary school in Scotch Plains-
Fanwood celebrated their first year study of Spanish with a fiesta funded by the
Enrichment Foundation of Scotch Plains-Fanwood during June. The events
were planned by Spanish teachers Karen Joseph-Lee (McGinn and Brunner
Schools), Christina Taibo (Evergreen and Coles Schools), and Cathy Jones
(School One), along with their second grade pupils. The Enrichment Foundation
provided funds for decorations, paper goods and craft supplies. Pictured, above,
Brunner second grader Desli DeMarsico brings a basket of tortilla chips and
fruit salsa to share at the fiesta.

Youth Academy Aimed
 At Bridging Gap Between

Town’s Teens, Police
By SETH AUGENSTEIN

Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- The Westfield
Police Department held its first-
ever Youth Academy Graduation
Ceremony on June 29. The event
marked the end of a week-long
police training camp attended by
28 Westfield youths. The program
was open to youngsters aged 14 to
17.

The yellow-uniformed cadets

opened the ceremony by marching
in a procession from the Westfield
Police Department to the gazebo at
Mindowaskin Park. After several
drills, the graduates saluted their
superiors, including Police Chief
Bernard F. Tracy. Cadet Tatiana
Mendez then gave a rendition of
the National Anthem, while the
Color Guard displayed the United
States and New Jersey flags.

Chief Tracy then presented the
introduction to the ceremony, in
which he emphasized the impor-
tance of the week-long collabora-
tion between officers and the
Westfield youth.

“The purpose of this Academy is
not necessarily for these youths to
become officers, but instead to
bridge the gap between the youth of
this town and the police,” he stated.

Union County Prosecutor Tho-
mas V. Manahan then spoke briefly
on the merits of understanding be-
tween police and youth from a le-
gal perspective.

The guest speaker, Mayor Gre-

gory S. McDermott, made the final
speech of the day. He emphasized
the way in which he and Chief
Tracy were relatively “new” to their
respective jobs, and worked with
Westfield Police Detective Sandra
Chambers to make the Academy a
unique possibility for those youths
that participated.

The cadets then received their
certificates from Detective Cham-
bers to the cheers of friends and

family in attendance.
The week was a grueling but sat-

isfying one for the young cadets.
From eight o’clock in the morning
until four in the afternoon, they
interacted with 20 Westfield police
officers in such activities as First
Aid/CPR training, the firearms
training system, physical training,
a tour of the Union County jail,
classes on everyday legal aspects
of the job, and even a mock trial
that was presided over by two Union
County Assistant Prosecutors from
Mr. Manahan’s office and before
Superior Court Judge William L’E.
Wertheimer.

Chief Tracy could not have been
happier with the progress made in
only a week’s time, and humbly
admired the teamwork involved.

“This was about creating part-
nerships in the community. Change
is only accompanied by hard work,
and Chief Tracy is working hard to
make the Westfield police officers
more accessible to the youth of this
town,” said Detective Chambers.

Trimester Honor Roll
Includes Rory Verducci

FANWOOD – Seton Hall Prepa-
ratory School in West Orange has
announced that Rory Verducci of
Fanwood has received Second Hon-
ors for the Third Trimester Honor
Roll. Rory is an 11th grade stu-
dent.

HONOR AND RECOGNITION…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Learning Dis-
abilities Association (LDA) held its sixth annual Recognition Night program at
School One Elementary in Scotch Plains. The event provided an opportunity for
parents and teachers to acknowledge students’ accomplishments achieved
during the school year. Pictured, above, Molly and Benjamin Gechtman receive
their certificates at the event.

William A. Burke for The Times
PRESTIGIOUS GRADUATION…The Westfield Police Department held its
first-ever Annual Youth Academy Graduation Ceremony on June 29. Approxi-
mately 28 youngsters, aged 14-17, spent a week participating in a police training
camp, filled with rigorous programs.

Acting Governor Signs
Legislation Changing

Terms in Westfield
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- By the stroke of
the pen on June 26, Acting Gover-
nor Donald T. DiFrancesco signed
legislation to officially double the
length of terms of office for the
offices of Westfield Mayor and Town
Council members from two to four
years by 2003.

The legislation, Senate Bill No.
2123 and its companion bill in the
General Assembly, A-3230, will be
gradually phased in over the next
two years.

In 2002, a year in which the terms
of Westfield Mayor Gregory S.
McDermott and council members
Carl A. Salisbury, First Ward; Rafael
J. Betancourt, Second Ward; Claire
Lazarowitz, Third Ward, and
Lawrence A. Goldman, Fourth
Ward, are up for reelection, the
terms will be for three years.

 The following year, 2003, when
the remaining four council seats are
up for reelection, the terms will be
for four years. After that, all will
have four-year terms.

Currently, there is an election
every year in town, as the mayor
and half of the eight council seats
are elected in even-numbered years,
with the remainder of the council
elected in odd-numbered years.

At the council’s June 26 confer-
ence meeting, council members
agreed to place a resolution on the
agenda for the Monday, July 2, regu-
lar meeting, requesting that lan-
guage be included to require ap-
proval of town voters through a
referendum.

Councilman Salisbury said the
action by the Acting Governor, “kind
of makes our resolution moot.”

Mr. Salisbury said he was not
happy with the fact that municipal
elections in town will no longer be
held in presidential election years
starting in 2004. Elections in town
will be held in odd years.

The legislation was sponsored by

State Senator Raymond Lesniak
(D-21st) and Assemblyman Neil
M. Cohen (D-20th). The legisla-
tion was approved 36-2 in the Sen-
ate and 75-1 in the Assembly, with
Acting Governor DiFrancesco, in
his role as a State Senator, along
with Assemblymen Richard H.
Bagger and Thomas H. Kean, Jr.,
all Republicans representing
Westfield in Trenton, voting in fa-
vor of the measure.

Westfield Republican Commit-
tee Chairman Jon M. Bramnick
said he didn’t recall hearing any
opposition from committee mem-
bers or elected officials to a letter
sent by Assemblyman Bagger of
Westfield informing the commit-
tee of the legislation.

“Bottom line, I wouldn’t want to
have to run for two years,” he said,
noting perhaps council members
will now be able to concentrate on
getting specific things done during
their council tenures and not feel
obligated to run for reelection.

Democrats had expressed con-
cern that they were not notified of
the pending legislation. Republi-
can leaders said they thought that
Senator Lesniak would have noti-
fied the local Democratic Com-
mittee.

When the issue came to light at
the council level a few years ago
under the administration of Demo-
cratic Mayor Thomas C. Jardim,
Democrats had proposed three-year
terms.

GOP council members balked at
the time, saying they believed two-
year terms forced council mem-
bers to conduct door-to-door cam-
paigns, thus improving communi-
cations with their constituents.
They also listed the old cliché, “If
it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.”

Another concern was that four-
year terms might make some per-
spective candidates leery about
running for office in the first
place.
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