
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood Thursday, July 5, 2001 Page 3

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

��������	�
�����
	���	


�	�������������������

����������������������������������������������������������������������

�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� �� �� �� �� �
!�"��#���$%!�"��#���$&�#

The Law Offices of
JON M. BRAMNICK


'������(��)�*�

��+
,���+
,���+
,���+
,���+
,�-.�*��/+-.�*��/+-.�*��/+-.�*��/+-.�*��/+0�.*1*2-0�.*1*2-0�.*1*2-0�.*1*2-0�.*1*2-1*,�1*,�1*,�1*,�1*,�
3��#�1���1�����45�	

1�1���
5'��#��45�	6

JON M. BRAMNICK
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

STEPHANIE ANN MITTERHOFF
Former New Jersey Supreme Court Law Clerk

Civil Appeals and Appellate Brief Writing

JOHN C. RODRIGUEZ
Workers Compensation

GARY J. GRABAS
Formerly of Purcell, Ries, Shannon, Mulcahy, & O’Neill

Former Middlesex and Morris County Assistant Prosecutor

Authors of the Automobile Litigation, UM and
UIM Chapters of the ICLE Practical Skills Series

Civil Trial Preparation Textbook 2001 Edition

Dr. Frances Lobman Retiring
As Union County Superintendent

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Dr. Frances
Lobman, who has been the Union
County Superintendent of Schools
since 1996, following a long career
in education, will retire in August.

As County Superintendent, Dr.
Lobman was the state’s representa-
tive to each county from the New
Jersey Department of Education and
oversaw the state’s field office in
Union County. There are 21 county
field offices in New Jersey and the
position is one appointed by the gov-
ernor and confirmed by the State
Board of Education.

Dr. Lobman’s responsibilities in-
cluded providing information on
education planning and improve-
ments to each school district in Union
County. She also coordinated and
approved facilities’ budgets, person-
nel certifications, transportation con-
tracts and child study issues for spe-
cial education.

In addition to overseeing the Union
County field office, each County
Superintendent is required to attend
regional and statewide meetings with
all of the other Superintendents from
each county, on a monthly basis.

“It is a good system,” Dr. Lobman
said. “By meeting with the other su-
perintendents, we exchange advice
and information on a regular basis.”

Dr. Lobman worked her way up
through the ranks first, as a teacher,
then as a school principal, Director of
Curriculum and Chief School Ad-
ministrator to her current position.

One of the most significant advance-
ments that she has seen during her
years in education has been the imple-

mentation of computer technology and
the use of the Internet in schools.

“Every child now has access to the
Internet and computers are being
used in new ways to bridge distances
between schools, students and teach-
ers,” she observed. The pairing and
sharing program, which has linked
Cranford and Linden students
through computers has broadened
the horizons for both schools, Dr.
Lobman said. Tele-education, which
allows homebound students or teach-
ers to participate in virtual-class-
rooms is another example, Dr.
Lobman cited, of the ways in which
technology is enhancing education.
“And, I think we will find new ways
to use these technologies in the fu-
ture,” she said.

Another future development in edu-
cation that she foresees is the issue of

school choice and a review of the 30-
year-old desegregation mandates.

“As our neighborhoods become
more diverse, we will need to review
the original mandates and perhaps
permit more flexibility in how we
racially balance the schools,” Dr.
Lobman said.

“I think that parents will be given
more choices and that racial balanc-
ing will be looked at in less-strict
percentages,” she added.

She also envisions more districts
sharing services and resources in the
future. These developments are al-
ready being implemented in some
districts, she said.

Dr. Lobman said that although she
has loved what she has been doing,
she is eager to move on and plans on
relocating to San Diego soon after
she retires.
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PACT REACHED TO BUY 60,000-ACRE SUMMIT PARCEL

County Eyes 17,000 Sq. Ft. Addition
To Trailside Museum’s Visitor Ctr.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — In front of
museum staff and area residents, the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders last Thursday night officially
unveiled plans for a $2.5 million,
17,000 square-foot, three-story ad-
dition to the Trailside Nature and
Science Museum.

Located on New Providence Road
on the Mountainside section of the
Watchung Reservation, the
museum’s addition will provide ad-
ditional exhibition and classroom
space along with storage areas and
more restrooms.

The building, which opened in
1974 and is New Jersey’s first envi-
ronmental education facility, is 7,700
in square feet.

The new building will be 25,000 in
square feet. Trailside offers numer-
ous summer programs for children
and is also a favorite location for
class trips during the school year. It
is also the venue for the County’s
annual pet fair, Harvest Festival and
Mineral Show.

“It (the addition) is going to change
Trailside for the good,” said Union
County Manager Michael J. Lapolla.
“We are very, very excited about
what is about to happen (to the mu-
seum).”

Ralph Rosenberg of Maywood-
based DMR Architects, the architect
for the project, explained that the
current Trailside museum is limited
to an auditorium and extended lobby
which is utilized for exhibition space.

Construction for the addition,
which will be added to the north side
of the existing structure, will take 15
months to complete, Mr. Rosenberg
explained to the Board during last
Thursday’s meeting held in
Trailside’s auditorium.

The architect anticipates breaking
ground between three and four
months from now, although he noted
that a number of “hurdles” will have
to be taken care of before the project
can move forward. Among these
hurdles is approval by the
Mountainside Planning Board.

Mr. Lapolla explained that the new
addition will be paid for through the
Union County Open Space, Recre-
ation and Historic Preservation Trust
Fund. The project was included in
the May 1999 Open Space & Recre-
ation Element of the Union County
Master Plan.

Improvements to the existing struc-
ture will be paid for by the county
through the issuance of bonds, the
total amount of which has yet to be
determined.

Robert Smith, a member of the
Berkeley Heights Environmental
Commission, said he was “dismayed

that the Trailside Museum is at the
top of the priority list of the open
space fund.”

He said would like the county to
look to purchase undeveloped land
such as the Donato property in Scotch
Plains which the township’s Board
of Adjustment recently approved as
the site for a 100-unit housing com-
plex by Hovnanian.

“This property would be a gem for
the reservation,” he told the board.

He noted another parcel in Berke-
ley Heights, which he would like the
county to purchase, is planned for
townhouses.

Mr. Lapolla said the Board ob-
jected to the Scotch Plains develop-
ment when it first surfaced some five
years ago. The developer wanted $1
million an acre for the seven-acre
property which he called an “ex-
traordinary” amount of money for
what would become a passive park
land.

In addition, given the fact the some
of the units in the development were
listed as low to moderate income
housing under the Mount Laurel court
decision, the county was forbidden
from using the open space fund to
acquire the land.

County Freeholder Mary Ruotolo
noted that it would not make sense
for the county to solely use the fund
for land purchases when it has a
parks master plan detailing the fu-
ture needs the of the county’s parks
and facilities.

Roselle resident Mary Beth Kelly
also questioned why the county was
using the fund to pay for the Trailside
expansion.

The County Manager explained
that the Master Plan is a 10-year plan
that assessed all of the needs of the
county’s parks. Some $40 million of
improvements and or land acquisi-
tions are included in the report.

Freeholder Daniel P. Sullivan said
the Master Plan also contains an
open space inventory of privately-
owned parcels that border county
park land. The report was issued well
before voters’ approval of the open

space trust fund in a referendum.
Ms. Kelly was concerned that fa-

cility improvements were being
planned without voter approval
through a seperate referendum.

Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella explained that the fund
approved by voters last November
clearly spelled out that it could be
used for open space acquisition, his-
torical preservation and improve-
ments to existing facilities.

In other business, the county an-
nounced plans to acquire a 63.5-acre
parcel of land on Glenside Avenue in
Summit from the New Jersey-Ameri-
can Water Co. for $9 million. Of the
purchase price, $7.5 million will be
funded through the open space fund
with the remaining $1.5 million com-
ing from state Green Acres funds.

Mr. Lapolla said the property is
“one of the most desirable locations
in the state” and thus he was excited
that the county was able to obtain the
property. He said the county expects
to close on the transaction by the end
of the year or early in 2002.

Freeholder Sullivan added that the
speed at which the purchase agree-
ment went through was “a remark-
able accomplishment” for the county.

Looking at both the Trailside ex-
pansion and the land acquisition,
Freeholder Mirabella said last Thurs-
day was “a great day in Union County
history.”

Westfield ‘Family Fest & Circus’
Slated for Sunday In Downtown

WESTFIELD — The streets of
downtown Westfield will be trans-
formed into an entertainment spec-
tacle for the entire family this Sun-
day, July 8, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The fair will have something for
all ages to enjoy. There will be rides,
clowns, jugglers, magicians, food,
music, games, arts and crafts, pony
rides, a petting zoo and more. The
rain date is set for the following
Sunday, July 15.

The Family Fest & Circus is co-
sponsored by the Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce and the
Westfield “Y.” Corporate sponsors
are COMCAST@Home and Fleet
Bank.

Wristbands for unlimited rides and

circus shows are now on sale at Kings
Super Market in Garwood and at the
Town Bank of Westfield, PNC Bank,
Summit Bank, Windmill Restaurant
and the Westfield “Y,” all in Westfield.

Wristbands for all ages are $8 when
purchased in advance and $12 the
day of the event. Children under 2
will be admitted for free. Individual
tickets may also be purchased for
each ride at the event.

Attendees are encouraged to park
in the South Avenue Train Station
Parking Lot and walk through the
underpass for convenient access to
the event. Interested sponsors, ven-
dors, and attendees with questions
should call (908) 654-4100 or (908)
233-3021.

Chapel Announces
Bible School Dates
FANWOOD – The Terrill Road

Bible Chapel has announced its
Vacation Bible School, which will
take place from Sunday, July 15,
through Friday, July 20.

Morning sessions will be held
beginning Monday, July 16, from
9:30 to 11:45 a.m. for youngsters
ages 4 through those entering fifth
grade. There will also be a class for
women, entitled “Prayer in Prin-
ciple, Prayer in Practice.” Nursery
care will be available for family
members of the women in atten-
dance.

Evening sessions will take place
beginning July 15 from 7 to 9 p.m.
for youngsters in grades 6 through
12 and adults. The adult program
will be entitled “Pictures of the
Lord in the Book of Leviticus.”

The teacher for grades 2 through
12 will be Don Dunkerton.

A special closing program is
planned for July 20 following the
11:30 a.m. dismissal. All families
are invited. The program will be
followed by a light lunch provided
by the chapel.

Terrill Road Bible Chapel is lo-
cated at 535 Terrill Road in
Fanwood. For more information or
to register, please call (908) 322-
1929 or (908) 429-1635.

Interfaith Singles Set
Meetings for July

WESTFIELD – Interfaith Singles,
a support group for single adults over
45, holds weekly discussions on suc-
cessful single living. Meetings will
take place on Sundays, July 8, 15, 22
and 29, from 9 to 10:30 a.m., at the
First Baptist Church, located at 170
Elm Street in Westfield.

Continental breakfast is available
and a $2 donation is requested. For
further information, please call (908)
889-5265 or (908) 889-4751.

SPECIAL RECOGNITION… Brion Devlin and Wende Devlin Gates, right, representing their father, Harry Devlin, are
presented with his Lifetime Achievement Award by Betty List, Community Relations Chairwoman of the Westfield
Historic Preservation Commission (WHPC), at the commission’s Ninth Annual Commendation Program and Reception
which was held June 18 in the Westfield Council Chambers. Also honored were local homeowners who have followed
established historic preservation standards when enhancing or expanding their buildings and grounds.


