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New Law Limits Teen Drivers, Raises
Age Restriction for New Drivers in State

By MELISSA BETKOWSKI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — On January 1, a
new law went into effect in New Jersey
called the Graduated Driver License
(GDL) program.

This program, according to New Jer-
sey Motor Vehicle Services’ (MVS)
Web site, http://www.state.nj.us/mvs,
is “a program teen and first-time driv-
ers must complete to get their unre-
stricted basic driver license.”

The legislation to create the GDL pro-
gram was sponsored by Senator Robert
W. Singer and Assemblymen Joseph R.
Malone and Melvin Cottrell (all R-30).

Further, “the program is designed to
reduce the number of driving fatalities
among teen and first-time drivers and
their passengers. By having more ex-
perience, new drivers will be more ca-
pable of handling all types of driving
situations,” the Web site stated.

According to Veronica Schubert, leg-
islative aide in the office of Senator
Singer and Assemblyman Cottrell,
“teen drivers have the highest crash
risk of any drivers.

“Statistically, fatal accidents are
much higher in that age group.”

Depending on the age of the poten-
tial driver, MVS has set up two routes
to getting a basic driver license.

Sixteen-year-olds can only get a spe-
cial learner’s permit, or student permit,
if they are planning to complete their
behind-the-wheel training with an ap-
proved driver training program. Addi-
tionally, students must complete a mini-
mum of six months supervised driving.

At age 17, and after passing the road
test, drivers will be eligible for a provi-
sional license, good for a minimum of
one year of unsupervised driving.

Upon completion of the provisional
license requirements, drivers will re-
ceive their basic driver license, valid
for four years.

Persons 17 or older who are not
licensed drivers or enrolled in an ap-
proved driver training program can
apply for an examination permit for
supervised and unsupervised driving.

A person under 21 will be required to
drive supervised for a minimum of six
months and unsupervised also for a
minimum period of six months before
receiving a basic license. In addition,
the road test must be passed before the
driver may drive unsupervised.

An unlicensed driver over age 21
will be required to drive supervised for
a minimum of three months before
taking the road test. After passage of
the road test, the driver will be required
to drive unsupervised for a minimum
of nine months before obtaining a ba-
sic license.

The GDL program has also estab-
lished restrictions on when unlicensed
drivers may drive, and with whom they
may drive.

Student permit holders may drive

between the hours of 5:01 a.m. and 11
p.m. They must be accompanied by a
New Jersey licensed driver, 21 years or
older, who has been licensed for at
least three years. Passengers must be
from a shared residence, plus one addi-
tional person.

Provisional license holders can drive
between 5:01 a.m. and midnight. They
may only have passengers from their
shared residence plus one additional
person. However, if the provisional li-
cense holder is under 21 and any pas-
senger is 21 or over, passenger restric-
tions do not apply. If the provisional
license holder is 21 or over, passenger
and hour restrictions do not apply.

Examination permit drivers must be
accompanied by a New Jersey licensed
driver, 21 years or older, who has been
licensed for at least three years. If the
permit holder is under 21 and any pas-

senger is 21 or older, passenger restric-
tions do not apply. If a permit holder is
21 or older, passenger and hour restric-
tions do not apply.
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Mayors Learn Of Programs
Planned by County In 2001

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Union County
Mayors and other municipal elected
officials had the opportunity to get
information first-hand from County
Manager Michael J. Lapolla last
Saturday.

The County Manager informed
members of the Union County
League of Municipalities, at a meet-
ing held at Union County College in
Cranford, that 12 towns who applied
for jitney buses to transport senior
citizens will be receiving those buses
by next month. Westfield is among
those towns that applied.

Also, the county will soon be going
before the Westfield Planning Board
for an application to make what Mr.
Lapolla described as “drastic” improve-
ments to the Union County Police
Headquarters on North Avenue in
Westfield. He expects the county to go
out to bid on the project by the spring.

Connecting school and municipal
libraries, creation of an Office of
Volunteer Services and expansion of
the Veterans Affairs Office are among
the initiatives to be launched this by
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders, Mr. Lapolla stated.

Speaking before the Union County
League of Municipalities, Mr. Lapolla
stated that a quarter of a million dol-
lars left over from the Access 2000
program will be used to fund a portion
of Access 2001. The original pro-
gram, launched in 1998, was aimed at
placing computers and Internet ac-
cess in all of the county’s classrooms.

He said the county will issue be-
tween two and four grants as part of
a pilot program included in Access
2001 aimed at creating homework
centers through the linking of public
and school libraries.

In terms of the Veterans Affairs
Office, the county is waiting for as-
signment of a toll-free 800 number
which will enable county residents
to access veterans issues including
questions regarding benefits and
healthcare.

“Right now we are very limited in
our focus and we plan to expand on
that,” he explained.

The County Manager announced
that on Wednesday, June 6, the county
will be holding a major event to honor
veterans. All Mayors and elected of-
ficials county-wide will be invited.

On another matter, he said the
creation of an Office of Volunteer

Services will serve as a “clearing-
house” organizations needing vol-
unteers. Mr. Lapolla said the county
is working with the United Way on
this initiative and anticipates grants
to be generated through the Depart-
ment of Human Services.

“We’re very excited about this ini-
tiative,” Mr. Lapolla explained.

In response to an inquiry from
Kenilworth Mayor Michael Tripodi
on implementation of the County’s
Open Space, Recreation and His-
toric Preservation Trust Fund, Mr.
Lapolla said no funds will be col-
lected from towns until the second
half of the year. A 15-member com-
mittee will also be established to
implement the program.

Voters approved the 20-year Trust
Fund last November.

The County Manager also said, in
response to inquiries, that officials
will soon come forward with a pro-
posal on a proposal to establish a
county-wide animal shelter.

“We are crunching the numbers,”
he said.

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin L.
Marks said towns in the county are
“being held hostage” due to the lack
of competition for animal control
services. The Associated Humane
Society in Newark is the only facility
in the region to handle such services.
Garden State Kennels in Stirling went
out of business last year.

“I can’t imagine it (a county pro-
gram) will be any more expensive
that what you are paying now,” Mr.
Lapolla added. He said full partici-
pation is needed if the facility is to
be established.

Roselle Park Mayor Joseph DiIorio
suggested that the county’s Shared
Services Committee contact towns
to see how much support there would
be for such a facility.

The County Manager also said he
would have officials look into the
delay in a proposed agreement with
Westfield for use of Paratransit buses
to transport commuters during the
morning and evening rush hours.

“For Westfield, it was a great pro-
gram,” said Westfield Mayor Gre-
gory S. McDermott.

‘Seniors in Motion’
To Continue Program

AREA – The “Seniors in Motion”
program, which helps senior citizens and
physically handicapped individuals ob-
tain mobility equipment, has announced
that it will continue its services through-
out 2001.

Mobility equipment offered includes
manual and motorized wheelchairs and
scooters, among other items, which en-
ables individuals to remain in their own
homes. The program features in-home as-
sessments by trained local rehabilitation
specialists, and a hardship policy is in place
to help those without a full funding source.

For more information or eligibility cri-
teria, please call (800) 594-1225.

Westfield Area Old Guard
Reveals February Programs

Fanwood Library Plans
Book Discussion On

‘Daughter of Fortune’
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-

morial Library, located at North Av-
enue and Tillotson Road, will present
a book discussion on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 8, at 7:30 p.m.

Librarian Ruth Ahnert will lead a
discussion on “Daughter of Fortune,”
by Isabel Allende.

Interested individuals are encour-
aged to read the book prior to the
event. Copies are available at the
library. For more information, please
call (908) 322-6400.

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area Old Guard, an organization that
provides activities, programs and
fellowship for retired and semi-re-
tired men, has announced its pro-
grams and guest speakers for Thurs-
days in February.

• February 1: Julius Stang of Mas-
ter Gardeners will discuss “African
Violets.”

• February 8: Literacy Volunteers
of America will present a program
entitled “How Seniors Can Help.”

• February 15: Vincent Ceasrine
of Healthsouth will be the speaker
for a program on “Knee Problems.”

• February 22: James M. Murray
of Paine Webber will talk about “Fi-
nancial Concerns of Senior Retirees.”

The Westfield Area Old Guard
meets every Thursday at 10 a.m. at
the Westfield Y, located at 220 Clark

Street in Westfield. The Westfield
Area chapter also serves Scotch
Plains, Fanwood, Mountainside,
Clark, Cranford, Garwood,
Kenilworth, Rahway, Roselle,
Roselle Park and Springfield.

Weekly meetings feature guest
speakers, films and other programs,
in addition to committee updates.

There are also regular group ac-
tivities such as golf, bowling, bridge,
day trips, luncheons, ladies events,
the Merrymen (a chorus group that
performs at various functions) and
shuffleboard.

For further information, please call
Roy Bowman at (908) 276-8299 or
Tom Splaine at (908) 654-3326.


