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Letters to the Editor
Local Resident Questions Impact

Of Chain Stores on Downtown

Lions Club Thanks
Residents for Support

Of Christmas Tree Sale
The Fanwood Lions Club wishes to

express it’s sincere gratitude to all
who supported our Christmas Tree
Sale.

We were very successful due to the
generosity of all who come back ev-
ery year and purchase their trees from
us.

All the monies raised will benefit
our many charities, in particular our
Scholarship Fund, which awards three
$1,000 scholarships every year to our
high school students.

So to all our benefactors and friends,
we offer you our toast, “Not above
you, not beneath you, but with you.”
Please continue to help us help oth-
ers.

Phyllis Fischer
Fanwood Lions Club

Community Thanked
For Supporting
PBA Toy Drive

The members of the Scotch Plains
Policeman’s Benevolent Association
wish to thank everyone who contrib-
uted to our annual Toy Drive.

This year’s Toy Drive would not have
been possible without the support and
kindness of the local businesses and news-
papers that assisted in advertising the
drive to the community, and to them we
extend our sincere appreciation.

The generosity of the public was over-
whelming. The gift depository that was
stationed in the police department lobby
was filled many times over. Special thanks
to U-Haul of Scotch Plains and CVS
Pharmacy for their assistance.

New toys and games were placed in
large gift boxes and delivered to local
churches and other local organizations
that had special needs.

We’re sure that the toys and games
made many less fortunate children a little
brighter this holiday season.

David Luce
Toy Drive Chairman

Scotch Plains PBA No. 87

Resident Thanks Officer
For Help Following
Breakdown in Town

Last Wednesday evening, I was driving
on Lamberts Mill Road at approximately
8:30 p.m. Suddenly my car’s transmission
gave way after I had picked up some of my
son’s friends from dance class and was on
my way home. I walked to the Westfield
ElderCare Center and called AAA. I ap-
preciated that they opened their doors to
me.

During this time, my son saw a police
car flash his lights on to check what had
happened. Westfield Police Officer Scott
Rodgers kindly escorted the other boys
home. I just want to thank him for doing
that.

After waiting approximately 40 min-
utes, the tow truck finally came. But they
couldn’t tow me, so I had to wait another
40 minutes for another flat-bed truck to
save the day. Meanwhile, Officer Rodgers
saw me on the road again, still concerned.
Thank goodness for a great community.

Cheri Rogowsky
Scotch Plains

SP-F Superintendent Thanks
Those Who Helped Pass Bond

Weichert, Realtors Extends Thanks
To All Who Supported Toy Drive

Although Colder Than Previous Years,
Winter of 2000-01 Hasn’t Been That Bad

Does it seem like the winter season has lasted a
whole lot longer than the mere five weeks it has been
around? Granted, it’s been much better, precipita-
tion-wise, than past years. The two big snowfalls
we’ve had—the blizzard on December 30 and the
several inches last Sunday—are really acceptable
when compared to the seemingly almost daily snow
and ice storms of early 1994 and early 1996.

But compared to the previous four winters, this
one has been…well, maybe this winter of 2001 has
been just a normal winter. Or maybe it hasn’t.

It’s been cold, very cold at times, since before
Thanksgiving; the National Weather Service even
reported recently that November and December were
the coldest 11th and 12th months of any year since
they’ve been keeping track of such things. And we
really didn’t experience the annual “January thaw,”
where temperatures climb into the fifties for a few
days, giving coat-shedding people not only false
hopes of imminent spring, but also severe colds and
bouts with the flu.

Look on the bright side, though. We’re more than
a third of the way to the first day of spring. Baseball’s
spring training starts in three weeks.

January, usually the coldest month of the winter, is
nearly over. There have not been any school cancel-

lations—thanks to Mother Nature’s good sense to
dump snow on us during the weekends—so your
family’s vacation plans remain safe as of now. Side-
walks have remained mostly passable and curbside
parking in the area is still possible, thanks to our
towns’ snow removal efforts.

If we do get another sizable snowstorm in the
weeks ahead, rather than grump about the task of
digging out your car and shoveling your driveway
and sidewalk, take your time in digging out your car
and shoveling your property, be thankful you’re
getting some fresh air, watch your kids play in the
snow and remember the carefree nature of being
young and not giving a darn that you were cold and
your feet were wet and your face was beet red from
the chill, and still not wanting to come inside at the
end of the day.

And, if no one’s looking, take a roll in the snow
yourself.

Nothing lasts forever, although the winter season
does seem to try. It’s been two months since Thanks-
giving; see how fast that went? In another two
months, it will be spring and then we’ll soon be
looking forward to several months of heat and hu-
midity, flies and mosquitoes, and memories of our
first somewhat normal winter in many years.

By DR. CAROL B. CHOYE

December 12, 2000, was a mile-
stone date for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Public Schools, as local vot-
ers turned out in overwhelming sup-
port of a $35.7 million bond referen-
dum which will allow us to expand and
revitalize district facilities for the fu-
ture benefit of students and the com-
munity alike.

After literally years of review, dis-
cussion, and planning for the district’s
growing student population, it took a
monumental effort from many people
and groups to achieve this goal.

I want to thank all of those who
contributed in any way to this crucial
endeavor. To the Board of Education,
which faced a most difficult decision
to reorganize the grade pattern of the
district and move forward with an am-
bitious building plan and referendum
proposal; to building principals and
department heads who studied build-
ing needs and gathered input from par-
ents; to staff members who contrib-
uted ideas, raised important issues,
and supported the referendum in their
public comments and private conver-
sations; to the Parent Teacher Asso-
ciation (PTA) Council, under the lead-
ership of Dorothy Lusk, President, and
to the members of the school PTAs for
their enthusiastic efforts to publicize
the details of the referendum.

I offer special words of commenda-
tion to the members of the Coalition to
Support the Bond, an independent
group of citizens which was lead by
co-chairs Manya Ungar, local educa-
tion activist and former National PTA
President, and Patricia Hoynes-
O’Connor, and group Treasurer, Craig
Nowlin, for their unfailing support and
commitment to our children and
schools. To one and all, I extend my
heartfelt “thanks” for the important
work you did.

The efforts of all seemed boundless!
The Board of Education gave their
unanimous efforts to explain the bond
referendum in public meetings and in
presentations to local groups and other
clubs. Building administrators con-
ducted countless coffees and tours so
that members of the public could get a
glimpse into our schools and get an-
swers to their questions. The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Education Associa-
tion, through President Ed Leonard
and the Executive Committee, gave
their full support for the bond.

District administrators kept local
municipal officials fully informed of
our needs and our plans and these local
officials, in turn, relayed necessary
information to their constituents. PTA
groups prepared and distributed a
stream of fliers to get out the school-
based vote.

Kathleen Meyer, Public Informa-
tion Coordinator, worked diligently to
develop informative written materi-
als, dealt with reporters and produced
newspaper publicity, expanded the

district’s Web site and TV-34 content
to ensure public understanding of the
issues, and responded to numerous
questions that were submitted via the
Internet and referendum hotline.

John Wyatt, a video specialist at the
high school, worked with Principal
David Heisey to produce comprehen-
sive programming for TV-34 as a last-
minute push before the final vote. The
work of all these many hands lead to
our ultimate success on behalf of the
children of our communities.

Now, with the affirmative vote of
the community behind us, we look
forward to the months ahead when our
plans and dreams will become reality.
Our hard work must continue as we
finalize blueprints, set priorities, pro-
ceed with the formal bidding process,
and finally begin the actual renovation
and construction projects. We will need
the continued commitment, involve-
ment, and patience of everyone in the
community to see this through.

The results – expanded and improved
facilities that will be safer and more
pleasant, that will have adequate tech-
nical infrastructure, that will be acces-
sible to all – will help us to meet the
needs of students and the community
for years to come!

*  *  *  *  *
Dr. Carol B. Choye is Superintendent

of Scotch Plains-Fanwood Public
Schools.

New Driving Law Goes Too Far In Punishing
Teenagers Just for Being Young Adults

On January 1, a new state law was enacted called
the Graduated Driver License (GDL) program.

This program, targeted at giving teen and first-time
drivers more experience behind the wheel before
unleashing them on New Jersey’s highways, was
engineered by Senator Robert W. Singer and Assem-
blymen Joseph R. Malone and Melvin Cottrell (all
R-30).

The program is designed to reduce the number of
fatalities among teen and first-time drivers and their
passengers. The logic is that by having more experi-
ence behind the wheel, new drivers will be more
capable of handling all types of driving situations.

Statistics find that the incidence of fatal accidents
is much higher among teen and inexperienced driv-
ers than among any other group.

However, as Mark Twain once said, “there are three
kinds of lies – lies, damn lies and statistics.”

That’s not to say that the numbers are completely
inaccurate when it comes to accidents among teen
drivers; however, there might be more to it than just
a driver’s age. After all, age is just a number.

Some people might feel that all 16-year-olds are
immature and all 21-year-olds are mature adults. Is
this a decision based merely on bias and a mild case
of ageism? Possibly.

The world has surely seen some mature 16-year-
olds and very immature 21-year-olds and up.

Just because someone has fulfilled a certain age
requirement, does that entitle that person to every
freedom that the world has to offer? Hardly.

Under the requirements of the new law, 16-year-
olds can only get a special learner’s permit, or student
permit, if they are planning to complete their behind-
the-wheel training through an approved driver train-
ing program. Additionally, students must complete a
minimum of six months supervised driving.

Instead of making such a drastic change in state
law, perhaps a better solution would have been to
reinstate driver education in our high schools, as well
as encouraging a stronger effort by parents to instill
in their teenagers the responsibility that goes with
gaining driving privileges. After all, driving is a
privilege — not a right.

BEEFEATER

Beefeater: 1. a nickname given to the
current custodians of the tower of Lon-
don. 2. a person who eats beef. Etymol-
ogy is, of course, the study of word
origins. Folk etymology, on the other
hand, is the change that occurs in the
form of a word because of a popular but
incorrect notion of the word’s deriva-
tion.

Beefeater is a prime example of folk
etymology. The Tower guards, even to-
day, wear a distinctive red uniform that
is also used as the trademark on the
popular “Beefeater” brand gin bottle.
The beefeater name resulted from the
mistaken impression that these towering
guards must have consumed a lot of beef
to get that big. Not so!

In fact, beefeater is a corruption of
buffetiers, the name of William The
Conqueror’s personal body guards who
protected the king at all times. They
particularly protected the buffet table on
which the king’s food was presented to
make certain that the food was not tainted
in any way, and thus were called
buffetiers.

We hope our explanation of beefeater’s
origin proved to be 100% acceptable to
you. If not, perhaps a bit of 80% proof
Beefeater Gin will soothe your disap-
pointment.

Well, it was just a matter of time
before another small business in
Westfield was forced to close its doors.
I was very disappointed to read that
Sealfon’s will be going out of business
after more than 20 years in town because
the landlord got a better offer from yet
another mall store, Victoria’s Secret of
all things!

Don’t get me wrong, I was all for the
mall stores when they first started pop-
ping up a few years ago. They really
helped to get the town up and running
again, and they are convenient. How-
ever, I thought the intent was to bring
some well-known stores into town to
help support local merchants, not run
them out of business. I guess I was naïve.

Shame on the landlords who continue
to sell out to the large chain stores who

can afford to pay outrageous rents. Sure,
who’s going to turn down more money
for the same retail space, but when is it
going to end? How much longer can the
small deli, antique shop or boutique
survive in this town?

Have we all gone so commercial that
we no longer want these kinds of stores
in town? We can just hope that they’ll
move to some neighboring towns where
the rents are cheaper and shoppers can
go there to escape the same old mall
stores in Westfield.

I’m all for a vibrant downtown, but if
I want to live in a town full of mall
stores, I might as well live in Edison or
Woodbridge.

Angela Darchi
Westfield

Advance  Planning   With  Reputable  Agency
Can  Make  Traveling  Abroad  Pleasurable

Miller-Cory to Spotlight Use
Of Oxen on Colonial Farms
WESTFIELD – On Sunday, Janu-

ary 28, from 2 to 4 p.m., Christine
Glazer of Cranford will present a
program entitled “Oxen – The Co-
lonial Farmer’s Partner in Work” at
the Miller-Cory House Museum, lo-
cated at 614 Mountain Avenue in
Westfield.

Most East Jersey farms were
worked with oxen, not horses or
mules. Harnesses, oxen yokes and
other farm implements will be shown.
Visitors will also learn how oxen
were bred, trained and used on Colo-
nial East Jersey farms.

Costumed docents will offer tours
of the furnished farmhouse and an-
swer questions about life in early
America. The last tour will begin at
3 p.m.

A variety of Colonial reproduc-
tions, crafts, cookbooks and educa-
tional materials are available in the
museum’s gift shop.

Admission to the museum is $2 for
adults and 50 cents for students.
Children under 6 are admitted free.
On Sunday, February 11, Miller-Cory
will present a program featuring his-
toric valentines.

For information about the museum

and its winter schedule of events,
please call the museum office at (908)
232-1776.

BY JENNIFER SCHNEIDER

Travel to foreign destinations can be
exotic and fun if travelers do some ad-
vance planning to avoid difficulties.

A reputable travel agent can tell you if
you need inoculations, what the weather
is like, provide passport forms and visas,
and even recommend what to pack.

Once arrangements have been made,
the following tips are recommended for
hassle-free international travel:

• Review your insurance policies to
determine coverage for trip cancellation
or interruption, loss or theft, and acci-
dent or injury while traveling overseas.
If appropriate, purchase additional cov-
erage through your travel agent.

• Leave copies of your passport iden-
tification page, credit card account num-
bers, travelers check numbers, airline
ticket numbers and trip itinerary with a
friend or relative who’s accessible by
telephone. Travel with a copy of all the
information, plus a set of spare passport
photos.

• Purchase an International Driving
Permit (IDP) if you’ll be driving in a
country where English is not the primary
language spoken. Even if you won’t be
driving, an IDP is an excellent form of
identification that translates your United
States driver’s license into 10 different
languages. IDPs cost $10 and are avail-
able at your local AAA office.

• Obtain travelers checks instead of
carrying large amounts of cash. AAA
members can obtain no-fee American
Express Travelers Cheques and Cheques-
for-Two at any of AAA’s 1,000 travel
offices in the United States and Canada.
In addition, many AAA offices offer
foreign currency Travelers Cheques.

• Put all necessary medications in
their original containers and pack them
in your carry-on bag.

• Verify that your medications do not
violate foreign drug laws. Ask your doc-
tor if international certificates of vacci-
nation are required at your destination.

• Purchase a basic foreign language
book and learn key words and phrases.
Your efforts to speak the language will

be looked at favorably by local residents
and merchants.

• Ask your travel agent about United
States customs regulations. Know ahead
of time what items will not be allowed
entry to the United States.

• Reconfirm your flight with the air-
line 48 hours prior to departure.

• Arrive at the airport two hours prior
to departure. International travelers must
check in at the ticket counter where
photo identification will be required,
including a passport and/or visa depend-
ing on the destination.

• Be alert at all times. Keep your dis-
tance from luggage or packages left unat-
tended at airports and other public places.

• Use an authorized money exchange
outlet to purchase enough local currency
to pay for arrival expenses, such as taxis
and tips. Most airports have 24-hour cur-
rency exchange windows.

• Use authorized airport and hotel
taxis. Avoid those that pick up addi-
tional persons en route. Only travel in a
taxi with a meter.

• Hotel check-in time is usually 3 p.m.
After a long flight, you may want to re-
serve the room for the night before to make
sure it’s ready no matter what time you
arrive. Alert the hotel to your arrival time.

• Request a hotel room with an in-
room safe. Unless you need them during
the day, leave your passport, airline tick-
ets and other valuables in the safe. There
may be a small fee, but it’s worth the
cost.

• Before exchanging large sums of
money at your destination, compare ex-
change rates and service fees with the
hotel cashier, bank and local foreign
exchange office.

• Travel with a detailed map of the
city and prominently mark your hotel,
embassy and police station. Carry a piece
of hotel stationery with you — it comes
in handy when communicating with lo-
cal taxi drivers.

• Wear a money belt or neck purse
under your clothing. If a handbag is
necessary, place the shoulder strap over
your head and hold it in front.

• Be cautious of street vendors and
attention-gathering distractions. While
your focus is diverted, a second person
may try to steal your belongings.

• If your passport is lost or stolen,
notify the local police immediately.
Bring the police report, identification
and spare passport photos to the nearest
United States Embassy for replacement.
If your credit cards or travelers checks
are lost or stolen, contact the issuing
company immediately.

• Pack an inexpensive duffel bag for
your purchases and keep them all in one
bag for ease in going through customs.
Keep all receipts together.

* * * * * *
Jennifer Schneider is Manager of

Public Relations and Safety for the AAA
New Jersey Automobile Club. She is
based at the club’s Florham Park office.

Letters to
the Editor

We wish to express our sincere appre-
ciation for the many gifts donated to the
22nd Annual Weichert, Realtors Toy
Drive to benefit needy children.

The kindhearted generosity of the
public this year helped us brighten the
holiday season for many underprivileged
children and made this year’s toy drive
the most successful ever! More than
30,000 toys were collected at our 200

offices and distributed to local charities
in Connecticut, Delaware, Maryland,
New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania,
Virginia and Washington, D.C. In addi-
tion, many of our offices collected food,
clothing, toiletries, furniture, holiday
trees and decorations which was all do-
nated to appropriate charities.

We extend our warmest thanks to the
people of the greater metropolitan area,
and your community, for their continued
support.

James M. Weichert
President

Teen Events on Tap
At Fanwood Library
FANWOOD – Teenagers from

Fanwood and Scotch Plains are invited
to attend a workshop at the Fanwood
Memorial Library on Monday, February
12, at 4 p.m. for the first meeting of the
Young Adult Council (YAC).

Participants will have an opportunity
to talk about the library’s Teen Corner
and how it can best reflect the needs of
local youth. Free snacks and a raffle will
be included. For more information, please
call Kerry Maione at (908) 322-4377.

March events for teenagers will in-
clude a screening of the science fiction
movie Dune, starring Kyle MacLachlan
and directed by David Lynch, on Mon-
day, March 12, at 7 p.m. A book discus-
sion of “Dune,” by Frank Herbert, is
planned for the following Monday,
March 19, at 7 p.m. Copies of the book
will be available to borrow. (All ages are
welcome to attend both the movie and
book events).

For more information or to register,
please visit the library or call Ms. Maione
at (908) 322-4377.
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