
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood Thursday, January 25, 2001 Page 3

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Senator Corzine Cites Mass Transit As a Priority
During Talk to Raritan Valley Line Coalition

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — New Jersey’s new
junior United States Senator, Jon
Corzine, said Monday that he will make
mass transit improvements a priority
as he begins his first year in Washing-
ton, D.C.

Speaking at a meeting of the Raritan
Valley Rail Coalition held at the
Westfield Municipal Building, Sena-
tor Corzine said it is important that
New Jersey’s Congressional delega-
tion work together as a team on impor-
tant initiatives for New Jersey.

“We are going to have a lot more
power speaking as one voice through
our various caucuses to accomplish
those ends,” Senator Corzine said.

Among the slew of issues the Sena-
tor spoke of was the recent proposal by
the Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey to increase tolls on Path
trains, as well as at the Hudson River
bridge and tunnel crossings.

While not supportive of the entire
toll increase, from $4 to $7 on bridges
and tunnels and from to $1 to $2 on
Path trains, he said he does see the need
for a smaller increase. The increases
are aimed at funding the Authority’s

five-year, $9 billion capital plan.
That plan includes $230 million to

add a fourth concourse to Terminal A at
Newark International Airport and $125
million for a new entrance for the New
Jersey Turnpike at Interchange 13A.
Another $121 million is aimed at add-
ing new access roads for Terminals A
and B at the airport, with $53 million
allocated for a seventh car to the airport
monorail system.

The Authority has also proposed
$345 million to build a twin span along-
side the Goethals Bridge, which con-
nects New Jersey to Staten Island.

Speaking of his background as a
finance MBA graduate of the Univer-
sity of Chicago, Senator Corzine said
he prefers “differential pricing” when
it comes to commuter fares.

“It seems to me like we are going
from zero to a hundred in going from a
dollar to two dollars (on Path trains). I
think there needs to be some phasing in
of some of the hikes,” he said.

He agreed with former Westfield
Mayor Thomas C. Jardim, a member
the Coalition’s Board of Directors, who
called the toll hikes “unacceptable” in
that the increases do not include any
funding for the trans-Hudson rail tun-

nel as part of the Port Authority’s capi-
tal budget.

Peter Palmer, a Somerset County
Freeholder and Chairman of the Raritan
Valley Rail Coalition, in a press release
issued Monday, said that given the Port
Authority’s budget surplus, “a more
modest fare and toll increase” would
allow the Authority “to make the nec-
essary capital improvements to its sys-
tem and is fairer” to commuters.

“We also strongly believe that any
fare increase without a commitment of
moneys by the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey to the construction
of a new trans-Hudson tunnel is unac-
ceptable,” Mr. Palmer said in a letter
addressed to Robert E. Boyle, Execu-
tive Director of the Port Authority.

A commuter for 30 years, Senator
Corzine called trans-Hudson rail project
the “foundation piece for getting this
transportation system unclogged.” He
also supports electrifying all of the
state’s rail lines.

On another issue, Senator Corzine
sees a tough road ahead to make high
speed rail service along Amtrak’s north-
east corridor a reality. “The
regionalization (approach) that exists
in the United States Senate is going to

make that a tough, tough task.”
He views the success of Amtrak as

perhaps the most important “central
feature to our regional transportation
system as we can put together” in gain-
ing the appropriation of federal funds.

Senator Corzine said he disagrees
with the 15-85 percentage ratio be-
tween federal funding for mass transit
projects versus what is given for high-
way improvements.

“I think as the most densely popu-
lated state in the country and particu-
larly in the northern half of the state, we
need to make sure that mass transit has
a higher priority,” he said.

The Senator did express concern that
a federal tax cut, as proposed by Presi-
dent George W. Bush, might “limit the
ability for infrastructure investment as
we go forward.”

The Raritan Coalition’s next meet-
ing will be Monday, March 12, at 8
a.m. in the Somerset County Adminis-
tration Building.

Prosecutor and Police Chiefs Unveil
Union County High Tech Task Force

ELIZABETH — Citing an increase
in investigations involving the cre-
ation of false identities, credit theft
and illegal sex crimes involving com-
puters and the Internet, Union County
Prosecutor Thomas V. Manahan and
the county’s police chiefs have un-
veiled plans for a High Tech Task
Force.

The Prosecutor and Scotch Plains
Police Chief Thomas O’Brien, Presi-
dent of the Union County Police
Chiefs Association, said the abuse of
the computer “clearly established the
emergence of a new technology crime
fighting front” that requires setting
up the first countywide network in
New Jersey.

“I am convinced that we have
worked to develop the way to attack
computer crimes but the trained de-
tectives in my office assigned to this
task need reinforcements,” said Mr.
Manahan, who joined Chief O’Brien
in announcing a new task force that
draw from successes of the county’s
Narcotic Strike Force and the Essex-
Union Auto Theft Task Force.

Cranford Police Chief Harry Wilde,
who has been urging other depart-
ments to develop computer crime
experts, has already committed a
township officer to work full-time on
the task force when it is fully opera-
tional within the next 90 days and
Chief O’Brien said he too has a po-
lice officer in mind for a similar
assignment.

Last week, the chiefs association
membership voted to form a partner-
ship with the prosecutor’s office to
develop a county-wide strategy and
network to develop cases against
thieves who use the Internet to steal
credit information and create phony
identities to commit crimes.

In addition, there are active inves-
tigations against sexual predators
who attempt to meet with underage
children for the purpose of having
sex, authorities said.

Two years ago, Mr. Manahan es-
tablished a High Tech Section within
the Special Prosecutions Unit in his
office to deal with such cases, but the
county-wide task force approach will
allow all 21 municipal departments,
the sheriff’s office, the Union County
Police Department and the Kean
University Police Department to
share resources, technology and pro-
tocols to collect evidence and de-
velop new cases.

About a dozen active investiga-
tions are currently underway, said
First Assistant Prosecutor James F.
Keefe.

“I am convinced we need to do
everything in our power, including

educating citizens and deterring
would-be computer criminals, to stay
ahead of this severe and pervasive
crime problem,” said Mr. Manahan,
adding that the state prosecutor’s as-
sociation has been issuing televised
public service alerts on the issue of
identity theft and Internet abuse.

Four detectives, a lieutenant of
detectives and three assistant pros-
ecutors have received intense spe-
cialized training on computer train-
ing on computer crime and Mr.
Manahan said he is even willing to
provide participating officers with

additional in-house and outside tech-
nical training.

“There are unique characteristics
to these cases and the requirements
for investigation, evidence collec-
tion and storage are very technical
and specific,” said Lieutenant Patricia
Leonard, Commander of the Special
Prosecutions Unit.

She said courses and seminars of-
fered by staff members from the high
tech section, including Detectives
Andre Banks and Kenneth Leissler,
were well attended and well received
by the law enforcement community.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY FOR ACTION…Jana Marie Hupp, who plays Nancy on NBC’s “Ed,”
jokes with co-star Tom Cavanaugh (Ed) between filming scenes at the First
Baptist Church in Westfield. The comedy/drama recently earned a People’s
Choice Award for Best New Comedy Drama.

Klondike Derby Sled Race Will  Take Place
On Saturday at Surprise Lake  in Mountainside

MOUNTAINSIDE – On Saturday,
January 27, at 8:30 a.m., Boy Scouts of
the Patriot District of the Patriots’ Path
Council will hold their 44th Klondike
Derby sled race and scout-skill contest at
the picnic area above Surprise Lake in the
Watchung Reservation in Mountainside.

Keith Mellen of Westfield, a veteran of
several past Derbies, will serve as Derby
Governor. Approximately 100 adult lead-
ers and volunteers from various scout
troops will assist in conducting the event.

On Derby Day, the Reservation will be
transformed to resemble the Klondike
region of the Yukon Territory, and the
spots where various skill events occur will
take on the names of Klondike towns.

Scout patrols, using compass direc-
tions to map out their routes, will pull
Eskimo-style sleds between the “towns,”
where they will be graded on their perfor-
mance in resolving different scout-skill
problems, such as first aid, lashings and
knots, measuring and fire-building.

Each team’s test scores and elapsed
times will be relayed to a central score
board and will determine the winners in
each age group.

If there is too little snow for sleds, the
patrols will use backpacks loaded with
the required equipment to hike around the
course. Only severe rain or mud condi-

tions will cause a cancellation.
The public is invited to attend the event.

Awards will be presented at about 2 p.m.,
when the last waves have completed the
race. The Patriot District includes towns
and troops in the area between Westfield,
Scotch Plains, Summit, Millington and
North Plainfield.

Scholarships Available
For Israel Program

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey, located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains, will accept
applications from area teenagers who
would like to be considered for a
financial scholarship to help offset
the costs of an approved summer
program in Israel.

All applicants must be JCC mem-
bers as of Thursday, February 1.

Last year, five area teenagers were
awarded the JCC Past Presidents’
Israel Teen Scholarship and partici-
pated in various summer programs
in Israel.

For more information or to receive
an application, please call Shoshana
Hyman, Teen Outreach Coordinator,
at (908) 889-8800, extension no. 253.
Applications are also available at the
JCC reception desk. All paperwork
related to these forms must be re-
turned by Saturday, March 31, for
review.

The JCC of Central New Jersey is
a constituent agency of the United
Way and the Jewish Federation of
Central New Jersey.
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Monday-Friday – 9 to 5:30  •  Thurs – Until  8pm  •  Sat – 10 to 5:30
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 Additional Plans Available. $25 activation fee required. All plans require the purchase of a digital multi-network  phone. Plans and offers are based on a new activation. Other terms and conditions apply. See store for details
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w/new activation

Visit Our Virtual Store at www.cellsig.com
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w/new activation
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Sealy Posturepedic
Plush or Firm

$229Twin Ea. Pc.
Dept. Store Reg. Price $569

Full Ec. Pc. ........ $649 ........ $299
Queen 2 pc set .... $1,599 ..... $699
King 3 pc set ...... $1,999 ..... $899

Dept. Store
Reg. Price SALE

• Delivery on All Sets
• Bedframe on All Sets
• Removal of Old Bedding

FREEFREE
WE’LL BEAT ANY
ADVERTISED PRICE

Everyone Loves Westfield Sleep Center
Except The Competition

Our Already low
Sale Prices
off Sealy Crown Jewel
& Sterns &Foster

TAKE AN

EXTRA10% OFF

Sealy Posturepedic
Firm

$189Twin Ea. Pc.
Dept. Store Reg. Price $489

Full Ec. Pc. ........ $599 ........ $249
Queen 2 pc set .... $1,499 ..... $599
King 3 pc set ...... $1,899 ..... $799

Dept. Store
Reg. Price SALE

Sealy Posturepedic
Cushion Firm Feel

$129Twin Ea. Pc.
Dept. Store Reg. Price $329

Dept. Store
Reg. Price SALE

Full Ec. Pc. ........ $399 ........ $169
Queen 2 pc set .... $999 ........ $397
King 3 pc set ...... $1,299 ..... $597

Sealy Firm

$99 Twin Ea. Pc.
Dept. Store Reg. Price $229

Full Ec. Pc. ........ $279 ........ $139
Queen 2 pc set .... $699 ........ $299

Dept. Store
Reg. Price SALE

Sealy Posturepedic
Ultra Plush or Extra Firm

$279Twin Ea. Pc.
Dept. Store Reg. Price $649

Full Ec. Pc. ........ $849 ........ $299
Queen 2 pc set .... $1,899 ..... $799
King 3 pc set ...... $2,299 .. $1,099

Dept. Store
Reg. Price SALE

Stearns & Foster
Plush or Firm

$699 Twin Set
Dept. Store Reg. Price $1,400

Full set ........... $1,600 ..... $799
Queen 2 pc set .... $1,800 ..... $899
King 3 pc set ...... $2,400 .. $1,199

Dept. Store
Reg. Price SALE

Stearns & Foster Firm
Crown Jewel Plush or Firm

$799Twin Ea. Pc.
Dept. Store Reg. Price $1,399

Full Set
................... $1,800 ..... $899

Queen 2 pc set .... $2,000 ..... $999
King 3 pc set ...... $2,600 .. $1,299

Dept. Store
Reg. Price SALE

Hours; M-F 10-9,
Sat 10-6,Sun-12-5

No Payments
No Interest

6 Months Free

Mattress
Sale

1st Anniversary1st Anniversary


