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                                                                Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STARSTRUCK...Stars of NBC’s People’s Choice award winning comedy/drama, “Ed,” kept Westfielders
starstruck. Pictured before First Baptist Church on Elm Street in Westfield, left to right, are: Arts &
Entertainment Editor Michelle H. LePoidevin, Tom Cavanaugh (Ed), and Jana Marie Hupp (Nancy).

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

There is no monster more de-
structive than hate. It corrupts soci-
ety and, when turned inwardly, it
rots our souls. The most debilitating
version of this creature is racism.

And a few weeks ago, MTV carved
out a chunk of airtime and did it’s
part to eradicate hatred between
races and sexes. What better way to
reach a most impressionable demo-
graphic?

For over a day, there were no
glimpses of Lenny Kravitz’ biceps,
TRL Host Carson Daly’s boyish grin,
Direct Effect, or news of Madonna’s

latest shocker. Instead narrators,
some of them notables like MTV
VJ’s and Everclear’s Art Alexakis
read horrific accounts of hate crimes.

As the normally neon MTV screen
turned into shades of gray and white,
the shocking words and stories
scrolled on with a brief interruption
reminding viewers of how they can
stand up against discrimination.

Phone numbers and valuable re-
sources were provided to viewers
who wanted to glean more informa-
tion about how to get involved in
the cause.

I have never been so thoroughly
bowled over and impressed by a
television station’s use of airtime.
Whoever made the judgment call to
bring this social consciousness to
our living rooms deserves a hefty
raise.

When I began reading the de-
tailed snippets, I became instanta-
neously irate with perpetrators of
prejudice and felt compelled to laud
MTV for some thought-provoking
programming.

No, my thumbs up doesn’t mean
that it’s not the end of the world, but
it will be if we don’t start accepting
differences instead of letting that
aforementioned monster win us
over.

Instead of sitting idly by, please
visit www.mtv.com and click on
“Fight For Your Rights” for detailed
resources.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ADDING SPICE TO DOWNTOWN MENUS...Joe Mortarulo, the owner of
the newest addition to “Restaurant Row” on Elm Street, Lime, sits with
Chef Q during the first week of the establishment’s debut.

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Before First Bap-
tist Church on Elm Street in
Westfield, Emmy Award winning
actor Charles Dutton braved the
brisk January cold with “Ed” lead
actor Tom Cavanaugh and actress
Jana Marie Hupp to film the com-
edy/drama’s 14th episode.

But, this time it would be differ-
ent. The episode would have some
unfamiliar faces, 30 of them to be
exact from First Baptist who vol-
unteered to be part of a portion
filmed there.

Although their cameos would

by association, of course!
Father and son team William

and Raymond Grimes from
Garwood told The Leader and The
Times that they thought “Ed’s”
appearance would be “a great
opportunity for the church.”

“Their letting us show it in
classes,” interjected Raymond, a
student at Arthur L. Johnson High
School in Clark.

A row of students from First
Baptist’s youth group, drawing
from Union, Cranford, Westfield
and other towns, chimed in about
their brush with stardom.

Even though they knew they

would be included in a sea of
faces as extras, they admitted,
“We’re going to videotape it and
press pause and say, ‘Look, there
we are!’”

“It’s a once in a lifetime opportu-

nity,” they concurred.
An hour and a half earlier before

breaking for lunch, Cavanaugh (Ed
Stevens), Hupp (Nancy) and Mr.
Dutton were trotting back and
forth from the front door of the
church, trying to film the perfect
scene.

Earlier that morning, cast mem-
bers were performing inside of the
courthouse of the Westfield Mu-
nicipal Building and walking
through the winter wonderland of
Mindowaskin Park.

Viacom Productions, Inc. Assis-
tant Location Manager Thomas W.
Scutro, Jr. told The Leader and The

Times, “This town (Westfield) has
been amazing.” As crew members
smiled graciously and patted the
tiny heads of students dismissed
from school, it became obvious
that the sentiment was mutual.

Mr. Scutro explained that each
episode of “Ed” takes approxi-
mately eight days to shoot the
total of 43 minutes comprised in
the comedy/drama.

This 14th episode, he said, in-
volved Charles Dutton who meets
opposition from Heavenly Path
parishioners because he chooses
to “keep it simple” for worship-
pers instead of the “old school”
way of leading a parish.

“He’s more into touching the
hearts of the people,” stated Mr.
Scutro, “and he really packs the
church.”

When asked about “Ed” not
being nominated for a Golden
Globe Award, Mr. Scutro joked,
“What were they thinking?” He
indicated that hope is held for a
nomination by the Academy of
Television Arts and Sciences for an
Emmy Award.

The fact that “Ed’s” Tom
Cavanaugh is featured on a recent
cover of the academy’s magazine
is a good omen that Emmy will
lean their way.

The Leader/The Times caught up
with Cavanaugh before the cast
and crew broke for lunch.

Clad in a light orange jacket and
team jersey, Cavanaugh responded
with laughter when asked if he
was hoping for an Emmy nomina-
tion.

“Oh, God, I don’t know right
now,” smiled the Canadian-born
Cavanaugh, flashing his baby
blues.

When asked what he would like
to pursue outside of the NBC pro-
gram, he dispelled any critics who
consider him a newcomer, “People
don’t realize that we’ve been do-
ing this (acting) for 15-16 years
now.”

Between takes, Cavanaugh
jested with Dutton and crew mem-
bers while Washington native Jana
Marie Hupp jokingly asked them,
“Can someone tell me how to act?”

Westfielders passing by yelled
out from the other side of Elm
Street, “Hey, that’s Charles
Dutton.”

While noting that “Ed” has been
picked up by NBC for another
season, Mr. Scutro related that
being switched from the Sunday at
8 p.m. time slot to the Wednesday
at 8 p.m. slot has been fruitful.

“It’s been a huge difference in
the ratings,” he said. “Sunday
nights are tough. You have the
loyal football fans and the die-
hard ‘Touched by An Angel’ view-
ers.”

35 Elm Street
Westfield
(908) 232-3131

By BILL BURT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Mexican food is
much, much more than just tacos,
salsa and spicy-hot sauces. In fact,
it’s one of the most inventive,
expansive cuisines in the world
and open to an infinite
amount interpretation.

Each region of Mexico
has its own distinctive
way of cooking. Bearing
this in mind, and with
some expectation I vis-
ited Lime at 35 Elm Street
in Westfield.

The dining area of Lime
is done in soothing Southwestern
colors with simple, functional fur-
niture, an attractive wall fountain
and effective back-lit lighting
which creates a feeling of comfort
and relaxation.

The

entrance, however, is confusing.
Several doors look in on the din-
ing room but aren’t entrances and
the design of the front gives a first
impression that the entrance is on
the left, but it isn’t. One nearly
anonymous door off to the right
enters into what looks like a bar
although Lime currently has no
liquor license.

From there, a single, unassum-
ing portal leads into the dining
room. There seems to be a lot of
“dead space” in this area that might
be put to better use.

The menu at Lime was a bit
puzzling. While generally creative,
it pays little attention to traditional
Mexican dishes and leans more
toward the creative and non-tradi-
tional with none of the regional
dishes that a Mexican menu might
conceivably offer.

There was no mole anywhere
(pronounced mó-lay) and, apart
from one version of chiles rellenos,
nothing else making use of chiles.

Instead, the menu offers only
three purely Mexican dishes, and
several of their own interesting
interpretations of classics. The re-
mainder of the menu was devoted
to some creative, though not par-
ticularly authentic dishes such as

roasted lamb shank, their version
of filet mignon as well as salmon
and even a “Mexicanized” steamed
lobster. Whatever.

My appetizer was a simple
ensalada de jicama. Composed of
jicama, apples and cucumbers in a
lemon dressing, it had balance
and texture with a nice healthy
crunch from the jicama though the
apples might have been a bit

fresher.
Before going on, the

salsa bears mentioning.
There are a thousand and
one ways to make salsa;
Lime’s salsa was delicate
and tasty but could have
used just a bit more zip.
Unfortunately, the chips

were stale.
Our entrees were tamal de pollo

and pechuga de pollo al tequila.
Both entrees came with Lime’s
signature scalloped potatoes.

The tamal, a traditional

preparation of chicken, tomato and
onions baked in a corn husk had
an earthy, traditional flavor and
texture and was accompanied by a
mild pico de gallo. The presenta-
tion was lively and innovative
while maintaining an authentic
flare.

My cohort’s pechuga (sautéed
breast of chicken) was accompa-
nied by grilled corn with a sauce
of tequila, lime and scallions that
brought flavor out of the rather
dry chicken. Of note are the blue
corn shells used for the side dishes.
Although more Southwestern
American than Mexican, they cer-
tainly make a tasty and effective
presentation.

The dessert menu at Lime is
limited, but still manages to do
justice to the legendary sweet tooth
of Mexico. I opted for pastel de
tres leches, which is a heavy, sweet
cake common throughout Central
America. The preparation makes
use of heavy cream, milk and con-
densed milk. It’s sweet enough to
cause insulin shock with enough
cholesterol to stop a navy. Just the
way it should be. This dessert is
not for the faint of heart but is
worth every bite.

Continued on Page 20
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Lauren BacallLauren BacallLauren BacallLauren BacallLauren Bacall
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By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Betty Joan Perske (Lauren—a Hol-
lywood name—Bacal—her mother’s
maiden name + another “l”) always
had a flair for the dramatic. Being a
New York City native made it part of
her blood, but her self-defined “dream
world” as an only child made her
imagination even more fertile.

The raspy voiced actress who
dazzled us with her roles in To Have
and Have Not, My Fellow Americans,
Applause, Woman of the Year, How
to Marry a Millionnaire, actually got
her first big break as a model. She
graced the cover of Harper’s Bazzar
at 19 years of age.

More recently, Bacall joined the
one and only Babs Streisand in The
Mirror Has Two Faces, garnering
both an Oscar and Golden Globe
nomination. Her autobiographies
“Lauren Bacall, By Myself” and
“Lauren Bacall Now,” made her a
triple treat in the Hollywood hills.

Her renowned marriage to
Humphrey Bogart was a dream of
most women, but one of the greatest
Hollywood love stories ever told. Af-
ter nursing Bogart during his bout
with cancer which ended in 1957,
Bacall became romantically linked
with Frank Sinatra (ex-fiancé) and
Jason Robards, Jr.

Bacall, who is the mother of three
children, was recently received a
Lifetime Achievement Award at
Stockholm, Sweden’s 11th Annual
Film Festival.
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The Cranford Dramatic Club Proudly Presents...

Free, lighted, on-site parking

Box Office (908) 276-7611
Mastercard and Visa accepted
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Relive the fun and comic vitality of this
look back at the wild 60’s
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Neil Simon’s Classic

Fri, February 9,16, & 23,
Saturday, February 10, 17, 24

Reserved seating tickets only $15.00
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Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield
Leader and The Times

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Crow is never
delicious. But, I’ve been eating a
big plate of it at NBC’s “Ed”
buffet since I gave the comedy/
drama a second chance. A chance
it deserved.

Most things improve with age
and experience. The program
that evoked canned laughter one
week can become honestly hys-
terical in a month or two. So is
the case with “Ed.”

In the October 12 edition of
A&E, I balked at the success rate
of what I called a “pie in the sky”
bowling alley / lawyer premise.

While I still advise that the writ-
ers ditch the Stuckeybowl angle,
the hour-long program is less
naïve and much sharper and
catchy.

How so?
Since the writers introduced

the love triangle between Ed
(Tom Cavanaugh), Carol (Julie
Bowen) and Bonnie (Rena Sofer),
more sparks have ignited than
the Sam and Diane fireworks on
“Cheers” or the sexual tension
between Maddie and David on
“Moonlighting.”

As viewers, we’ve begun to
bond with the characters by want-
ing to tell Carol, “You don’t know
what you’ve got until it’s gone,
dear.”

We sit on the edge of our
sofas, spilling popcorn while

involve filling up the back pews of
the church, which was transformed
into “The Heavenly Path Chapel,”
their roles were just as special to
them.

They had signed on for their
cameos on a first come-first served
basis when The Reverend Dee
Dee Turlington announced that
the television stars and crew would
soon descend upon the church.

Rev. Turlington introduced The
Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood to the one
congregant and local resident Phil
Gibbons.

Mr. Gibbons, who just came in
from the cold to film some special
shots of the celebrities during their
takes admitted, “I’m a fan of the
show. I liked seeing what goes on
behind the scenes. You don’t get
to see that everyday.”

Katie Virzi of Westfield came
with her husband, David Virzi and
10-year-old daughter Melissa Virzi
to savor the scene, but confided
that they hoped First Baptist would
benefit from the spotlight.

“We are hoping we can use this
in an evangelistic way,” said Mrs.
Virzi, another fan of NBC’s latest
People’s Choice award winner.

Inside one of the church’s base-
ment rooms where the parishio-
ners were waiting, sat Melissa and
Mr. Virzi. A Washington Elemen-
tary School student, Melissa was
working fastidiously on some
homework, while her dad looked
on.

“I think it’s good,” beamed Me-
lissa when asked what she thought
of the celebrities coming to her
church. Although she hadn’t met
any of the stars just yet, she agreed
that some of her classmates might
want to get her autograph. Fame

Continued on Page 20

Tom Cavanaugh


