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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

�

Courtesy of The New York Botanical Garden

MORE BARK THAN BITE...From January 26 to March 11, The New York
Botanical Garden in the Bronx, N.Y. will offer a Notable Trees Walking
Tour including this Conifer Arboretum, which is known for its rugged
bark. The array of trees will include Himalayan White Pine, Kobus
Magnolia, Austrian Black Pine, Nikko Fir, Paperbark Maple, Tiger Tail
Spruce, Upright European Hornbeam, Tanyosho Pine and Lacebark
Pine. For more information, please call (718) 817-8616 or visit
www.nybg.org.
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A Review of Local Concerts
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WESTFIELD – The public is cor-
dially invited to attend a concert
series, “The Westfield Bach Festi-
val,” on the last weekend in Feb-
ruary.

The series, which will consist of
three concerts of the works of
Johann Sebastian Bach, is a col-
laborative effort on the part of
several churches in Westfield.

The Planning Committee for the
festival consists of the music direc-
tors of the five churches: Charles
Banks of St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church, Rives Cassel of Holy Trin-
ity Catholic Church, Trent Johnson
of First United Methodist Church,
James Simms and David
Drinkwater of The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, and Barbara
Thomson of First Congregational
Church, all of Westfield.

The concerts will be presented
at three different churches over

the course of the weekend. The
first concert is a program of cham-
ber music on Friday, February 23,
at 7:30 p.m. at St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church. This concert will include
among other works, Brandenburg
Concertos Nos. 4 and 6.

The second concert is an Organ
Marathon on Saturday, February
24, at 3 p.m. at First Congrega-
tional Church. The program will
include five organists, Mary Lou
Stevens at 3 p.m.; Mr. Cassel at 3:30
p.m., Mr. Drinkwater at 4 p.m., Mr.
Johnson at 4:30 p.m. and Ms.
Thomson at 5 p.m. Each organist
will play for a half hour. This
program is designed for attendees
to come and go at their leisure.

The final program is on Sunday,
February 25, at 7:30 p.m. at Holy
Trinity Catholic Church. This gala
concert, featuring the Westfield
Bach Festival Chorus, Soloists and
Orchestra, will include Cantatas
Nos. 51 and 80 and a concerto for
two harpsicords.

For more information, please
v i s i t
http:\\westfieldbachfestival.homestead.com.

Tickets will cost $50 for the
series or $20 each for the concerts
on Friday and Saturday, with a $30
fee for the Sunday concert.

Tickets for the complete series
only will be available at The
Classic Basket, Lancaster, Ltd.,
Periwinkles, Betty Gallagher An-
tiques, First Congregational
Church, First United Methodist
Church, St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church, Holy Trinity Catholic
Church and The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield.

Admission to individual concerts
can be purchased at the door.

The Westfield Foundation has
awarded a generous grant to
present this series. Since the grant
and ticket prices will only cover a
portion of the expenses, financial
contributions are welcome. To
make a contribution, please call
Mr. Cassel at (908) 233-4996.
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By DAVID PALLADINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NEWARK — The Count Basie
Theater in Red Bank on Saturday
night and the New Jersey Perform-
ing Arts Center (NJPAC) in Newark
on Sunday afternoon, were the
venues for two fantastic perfor-
mances by violinist Gil Shaham
and the New Jersey Symphony
Orchestra (NJSO).

Completing the orchestral por-
tion of week two of their Winter
Tchaikovsky Festival, audiences
soared with the Concerto in D
major for Violin and Orchestra and
the less known Manfred Sym-
phony.

Soloist and orchestra performed
with equal enthusiasm in both the
Count Basie Theater and NJPAC.
While the acoustics and atmo-
sphere of the Count Basie, cur-
rently in a fair state of disrepair,
cannot compete with those at
NJPAC, the concert was nonethe-
less enjoyable.

Hovering at a temperature which
seemed at the moment to be slightly
above freezing, world class violin-
ist Shaham took his place with
Zdenek Macal and the orchestra.
Despite the cold however, Shaham,
who regularly performs with the
world’s greatest orchestras, and
who has an exclusive recording
contract with Deutsche
Grammophon — most recently
recording the Tchaikovsky Violin
Concerto with Giuseppi Sinopoli
and the Philharmonia Orchestra,
proceeded to light the stage on
fire with his 1699 Stradivarius.

Shaham truly has earned his
place. Possessing an extremely
amicable stage presence, Shaham
endears himself to every person in
the audience. He is a technical
wizard who plays with not only
the force and passion of a master
musical interpreter, but with the
lyricism of a poet.

Through the use of his God-
given and learned talents, and
through his exceptional dynamic
control, Shaham literally draws the
focus and attention of the listener
in so intensely that seemingly noth-
ing else matters in the world.

The NJSO provided beautiful
accompaniment to Shaham in the
concerto. While some attacks and
releases from the orchestra were
somewhat ragged due to both the
vagueness of Macal’s conducting
style and no doubt to the condi-
tions in the winter ice chamber,
the overall playing of the orches-
tra was outstanding. This was most
certainly so for the almost flawless
Sunday performance at NJPAC.

Adding to the atmospheric ex-
perience at the Count Basie, one
could hear, in addition to but not
necessarily in harmony with the
musicians on stage, the loud, rat-
tling and sometimes squeaking
“heating” system housed some-

where in the not so nether-regions
of the hall.

Add several highly excitable
concertgoers who were whistling,
foot tapping (in bad tempo) or in
the throes of various coughing
fits, it is no wonder that Macal was
visibly livid. And rightfully so.

All of the orchestral sections
performed well. While string sec-
tion sound in Count Basie was a
bit dry, the acoustics of the hall
specifically affecting the upper
string sections, their sound was
particularly sweet the day after in
NJPAC. Upper strings in particular
have made great strides in their
sectional sound over the last
months.

Woodwind impression as a
whole is still problematic. Due to
their lack of risers, their sound
continues to be hampered - clari-
nets in particular lose projection.
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By DAVID PALLADINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NEWARK — Czech born, New
Jersey Symphony Orchestra
(NJSO) Music Director Zdenek
Macal announced at a press con-
ference of the NJSO in Newark
this past Tuesday that he will
resign his post after the upcom-

ing Fall 2001-2002 orchestra sea-
son.

Macal, Music Director of the
orchestra since 1993, explained
that “10 years with any orchestra
is enough” and that it “was time
to move on.”

When questioned as to his pos-
sible future plans, Macal re-
sponded, “I live only in the mo-
ment and enjoy only the here and
now. I have not made any future
plans whatsoever.”

Macal went on to say that he
“took on the NJSO as a challenge,
when it was a baby, the baby is
grown and now it can walk on its
own.” The NJSO may have in-
deed been a symphonic baby on
the scene in 1993, but a baby who
traced his roots back to 1846.

Macal initially agreed in 1993 to
direct the orchestra for approxi-
mately three years. However, af-
ter the ensemble moved into their
new home, the New Jersey Per-
forming Arts Center in downtown
Newark, Macal felt that his work
was not yet finished.

Macal has helped the orchestra
grow. Under his reign as Maestro,
approximately one third of the
current musicians have been hired
— which accounts for about 26
members. He has indeed done
many positive things for the or-
chestra and certainly enhanced
New Jersey’s reputation on the
regional scale.

Also, during the past eight years,
the NJSO has recorded four CD’s
on the Delos label and one award
winning pioneer recording of
Beethoven’s 6th Symphony and
Respighi’s Pines of Rome on the
total surround sound AIX label —
a revolutionary recording system
developed by Mark Waldrep.

The NJSO must now seek a
Maestro. Part of the NJSO’s mis-
sion is to “present an ensemble of
the highest artistic caliber....and
serve with distinction as a nation-
ally recognized leader in culture
and music education for the state
of New Jersey and its people.”

Certainly our readership have
already witnessed excellence. We
have seen the state of how things
should be. We know just what a
talented, well polished, strong,
and well placed individual can
do. We now have the chance to
really put New Jersey on the map.

To become the “nationally rec-
ognized” symphonic powerhouse
that New Jersey must, to fulfill
our destiny, the NJSO will need
not only a personality and pres-
ence of the highest artistic cali-
ber, but also one who is well
versed in education and public
service — a true and well bred
representative of the state.

There is only one great choice
to be made — Maestro David
Wroe.

Imagine the possibilities. Help
New Jersey take the reigns of
artistic leadership by relaying the
stories of excellence which we
have witnessed here in our great
corner of this ascendant state.
The NJSO administration can be
contacted at (973) 624-3713.

Zdenek Macal

Continued on Page 20

WHAT’S IN HINES’ SIGHT…Monmouth University announced
that award-winning actor, singer and dancer Gregory Hines will
appear at Pollack Theatre on Saturday, February 17, at 8 p.m.
where he will lecture about his life and career. Tickets are $35 and
may be purchased through Monmouth University’s box office by
calling (732) 571-3483.
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A&E Editor

michelle@goleader.com
Theatre Correspondent

kerrianne@goleader.com
Classical Music Correspon-

dent
davep@goleader.com
Contemporary Music

Corres.
andy2gold@home.com
Dining Correspondent

bill@goleader.com
We take complaints, compliments and

suggestions!
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By ANDY GOLDENBERG
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

What’s new in music and DVD
news this week? I’m glad you
asked. My intrepid editor Michelle
(yes the one of whom you al-
ways see cute baby pictures of)
handed me a CD of a local band
that I can’t take off my CD player,
Westfield’s own Everlounge.

Formed in the early 1980s, this
local band has been entertaining
the shore towns for years with
their unique blend of lounge,
funk and swing jazz/rock covers
and originals.

The band was positively re-
viewed in Billboard magazine in
July 1999. Everlounge is led by
Don Dazzo on vocals, featuring
Bill Siegel on keyboards, Bob
Ardrey on guitars and banjos,
Paul Faccinei on guitars, Joe
Rowley on bass and Chuck Mott
on drums and the talented Amy
Gruber Phillips on vocals and
percussion.

Everlounge’s new effort is
“Everlounge Recommends Wine
Women Rock.” The title is as
eclectic as the music contained
therein. The band mixes funky,
jazzy and witty originals such as,
“Romp,” “Johnny Ham’n Egger”
and my personal favorite, “This
Decade’s Idiots” along with hi-
larious covers of (yes, this is not
a typo,) Motorhead’s “Ace of
Spades” and Nancy Sinatra’s,
“These Boots Are Made For Walk-
ing.”

On the Motorhead tune, the
band take a heavy-metal classic,
put it in their martini-shaker and
come up with a terrific lounge/
metal concoction. Check out the
band at www.everlounge.com.
For booking information, please
call (908) 233-3256.

Also out just recently from Co-
lumbia/Legacy is a great sampler
from Ken Burns’ Jazz documen-
tary. Originally entitled, “The Best
of Ken Burns Jazz.” Featuring
most of the greats of the last
century, Miles Davis, Louis
Armstrong, Duke Ellington, Dave
Brubeck, etc. this is a great primer
for any Jazz novice and the sound
is superb.

Just out on DVD are the fol-
lowing great titles. From 20th
Century Fox Home Video, comes
the screen adaptation of one of
my favorite comic strips, X-Men.
The special effects and furious
pacing make this one to watch.

From Paramount Home Video
comes the widescreen version of
the chilling Rosemary’s Baby, with
Mia Farrow, as well as the charm-
ing comedy, Kiss Me Guido.

From New Line Home Video
comes the psychological thriller,
The Cell starring Jennifer Lopez
and Vince Vaughn. Also from
New Line, be sure to check out
the hilarious Saving Grace with
Brenda Blethyn.

Our friends at IMAGE Enter-
tainment just released a fabulous
YES DVD, Keys to Ascension.
Filmed in the intimate Fremont
Theatre in San Luis Obispo, YES
perform all their hits and the
sound is out of this world.

Artisan Home Entertainment con-
tinue to release bizarre yet intrigu-
ing DVD’s and this month is no
exception. From the Oscar-winning
screenwriter of The Usual Suspects
comes The Way of the Gun with
Juliette Lewis and James Caan.

Also from Artisan comes the
twisted yet entertaining Cecil B.
Demented by John Waters star-
ring Melanie Griffith.

Finally, from MGM Home Video
comes the screen adaptation of
the classic murder mystery Gorky
Park with Lee Marvin and William
Hurt. Also be sure to check out
action-adventure flick The Bounty
with Mel Gibson and Anthony
Hopkins as well as the cult favor-
ite, (from Repo Man director Alex
Cox) Sid & Nancy, starring Gary
Oldman and Chloe Webb.
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WESTFIELD – The Westfield
High School Class of 2001 will
sponsor A Fashion Odyssey on
March 13. The event will take
place in the Westfield High School
auditorium at 7 p.m.

Fashions will include both for-
mal and semi-formal attire for men
and women. This fundraising event
will subsidize the school’s Senior
Banquet by reducing the cost for
all students attending.

For contribution information,
please call Westfield High School
Student Producer and Designer
Megan Amelia at (908) 317-8756
or Faculty Advisor Julie Walsh at
(908) 789-4522.
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SCOTCH PLAINS – St.
Bartholomew’s Interparochial
School’s Cultural Arts Committee is
sponsoring a concert featuring the
Solid Brass Quintet on Thursday,
February 1, at 1 p.m. in the school’s
auditorium at 2032 Westfield Av-
enue in Scotch Plains.

The concert will present the op-
portunity for young and old to join
in and listen to the group’s program,
“Musical Tour of New Jersey.”

The repertoire will feature popu-
lar music such as jazz, rock marches,
patriotic tunes and movie themes.

Light refreshments will be served.

SUMMIT – Reeves-Reed Arbo-
retum in Summit will be hosting an
exhibition of paintings by nation-
ally-known artist Katie Reinhardt.
Her works will be on display in the
Wisner House at the Arboretum,
165 Hobart Avenue, Summit from
Friday, February 23, to May.

Influenced by living in Latin
America for more than a decade,
Ms. Reinhardt is primarily a color-
ist and her visual message is both
positive and optimistic. Her paint-
ings of flowers, fruits and veg-
etables are vibrant. Her objective
is to enliven the senses with color
and give the viewer pleasure and
a sense of possibility.

Ms. Reinhardt has studied art
at the University of Michigan and
New York University. She has
also matriculated in Guatemala
and Bogota, Columbia, as well as
at the Institute of Contemporary
Art Studies in London. Her work
has been displayed in galleries
around the country and abroad.

For more information, please
call (908) 273-8787.

Piano - Keyboard - Organ - Accordion
Strings - Woodwinds - Brass - Voice - Guitar - Drums

Kindermusik classes for ages 2 to 7
Riverwalk Plaza
34 Ridgedale Avenue • East Hanover
(973) 428-0405

281 Main Street • Millburn
(973) 467-4688

THE PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL


