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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Super Bowl XXXV Fever Infests
Westfield, Scotch Plains Area
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MATTHEWS, MANAHAN BUCKET 12 POINTS APIECE

Lady Blue Devils Show Flare
Against Lady Minutemen

DECAMPO, ‘LEO’, POWELL WIN; FRANCAVILLAS’ WIN

Highly Improved Devils Stun
SP-F Raider Matmen, 39-29

FEELEY SINKS 15, FOUR RAIDERS NET 10 POINTS

Raider Hoopsters Humble
Red Raider Girls, 56-27

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two years ago, the Westfield High
School wrestling program hit rock
bottom. Head Coach Glen Kurz had
just a handful of wrestlers – only a
few with experience – and was faced
with forfeiting as many as five weight
classes – 30 team points. As a matter
of fact, the Blue Devils suffered their
most humiliating defeat, 63 to minus
1, against Caldwell.

As the program began to build, the
Blue Devils still took their lumps, but
improvement was made. This year,
Westfield, still with a very young
team, has improved in every match
and stunned rival Scotch Plains-
Fanwood – also a very young team –
39-29 in Scotch Plains on January 17.

“Every time our kids go out on the
mat, they get better,” said coach Kurz.
“It started with the loss to Kearny.
We lost to them by 11 and last year,
they beat us by 50. We’ve gotten
better in every match that we
wrestled. We are very much in a
positive mind frame right now.”

The Blue Devils came prepared
and ready to wrestle and, perhaps,
the Raiders underestimated their
opposition. However, it did not ap-
pear that way in the 103-lb. bout
when Raider freshman Derek
Francavilla – one of the two best
wrestlers at 103 in Union County –

put on a clinic with five takedowns
while adding an escape and a rever-
sal to grab a, 13-4, majority decision
over freshman Matt McManus.

In a tossup bout between two
scrappy wrestlers, Blue Devil Joe
DeCampo earned a takedown with
just five seconds left in the first pe-
riod to take a 2-0 lead over Raider
Eric Connolly. Using a smooth shoul-

der roll, Connolly reversed DeCampo
in the second to tie the score, but two
warnings for stalling gave DeCampo
a 3-2 lead in the third. Throughout
the third period, Connolly worked
very hard to turn DeCampo to his
back but to no avail.

“Connolly is a tough kid. DeCampo
was sick, but he went out there and

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sometimes in defeat there can be a
bright side. Despite losing, 58-29, to
the 11-1 Elizabeth High School girls
basketball team in Westfield on Janu-
ary 18, the young Blue Devils dem-
onstrated that it was possible to put a
chink in their armor.

Although the score may not have
indicated the chink, the offensive

method employed by Head Coach
Joe Marino did.

“I wanted a lot of offensive move-
ment and screens because they (Eliza-
beth) play man-on-man,” explained
Marino. “By spreading them out, we
knew we would eventually get free
and have some shots.”

And shots underneath they had.
Unfortunately, for the Blue Devils,
what made the difference was that

the shots did not go in. The good
news was that the Blue Devil girls
could recognize that it was possible
to rattle the Lady Minutemen’s de-
fense.

“They are aware of that and their
spirits are up,” said Marino.

Devil senior Co-Captain Carolyn
Matthews held a hot hand from the
outside and netted 12 points, includ-
ing two three pointers. Senior Co-
Captain Karen Manahan was strong
on the inside and also scored 12
points, although she did nail a three-
pointer.

“Yes, she (Matthews) was hot yes-
terday. She sometimes runs hot and
cold. I’m waiting for her to get hot all
of the time,” chuckled Marino.

Absent from the starting lineup
was junior Jackie Cusimano, who
has been fighting the flu this past
week.

“Jackie did not play in the Kearny
game. And as you know they beat us
65-21,” pointed out Marino. “If Jackie
was there yesterday, she would have
added some outside shots also.”

Elizabeth rolled the Blue Devils
on their heels by scoring the first 13
points of the game and were deadly
from the left and left-center of the
court. Finally, Manahan nailed a two-
pointer, then just before the buzzer,
Matthews hit her first three-pointer
but the Lady Minutemen amassed a
22-7 lead.
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Four Raiders hit double figures as
the hosting Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School girls basketball team
baffled Newark East Side, 56-27, on
January 20. Freshman Katie Feeley
led all scorers with 15 points, but the
key was that the Raiders dominated
the boards, created many steals and
made great passes.

“We worked the ball well early
against the zone. Erin (Gillooly) got
the ball on the high post and passed
well to the wings, who put the ball
right into the basket,” said Raider
Head Coach Brian Homm.

However, it was Lindsay Pennella
and Najwa Glover who inflicted the
most damage on the Red Raiders in
the first half. Glover netted eight of
her 10 points via three steals and a
fine pass from Pennella. On the other
hand, Pennella sank all four of her
free throws in the first quarter and
added two two-pointers.

Midway through the second quar-
ter, the Raiders went on a seven-
point run and outscored East Side,
17-7. In addition to Glover’s two
steals, junior Kellie LaForge con-
verted a steal to a layup then added
another on a great feed from center
Erin Gillooly. Feeley hit all four of
her free throws in the quarter.

“Najwa got a lot of points on fast
breaks. We got the ball out front and
she converted them to layups,” said
Homm. “And that was another key in
the game.”

East Side was never a threat, but
the Raiders put the game far out of
reach with a 15-5 run. After Red
Raider Chrissy Abramsom opened

with a three-pointer, the Raiders re-
sponded with 10 unanswered points.
Pennella fed Glover on a layup, then
Glover made another steal and fed
LaForge on a layup. Next, Glover fed
Pennella on a layup. Then she fed
Gillooly on a layup. Finally, LaForge
finished the run with a jump shot.
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Kandy Andersen (Athletic Bal-
ance in Westfield) “Giants in the
20’s and Baltimore less than 20.”

“Before last week’s game (Minne-
sota Vikings), everybody said that
there was no way the Giants’ defense
could contain the most potent of-
fense of the Vikings. Everybody
thinks that Baltimore’s defense is
too strong for the Giants’ offense, but
I don’t think that is true. The Giants
are going to put points on the board.”

Pete Chemidlin (Family Inves-
tors in Fanwood) Giants, 20-17

“It’s going to be a defensive
struggle but the Giants’ special teams
will make the difference.

Ray Pardon (Owner of Nuts n’
Plenty in Scotch Plains) Giants,
24-17

“It’s going to be a close game, but
it’s the Giants’ year.”

Steve Ciccotelli (Head Football
Coach at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School) Giants, 17-14.

“I’m going to go with the Giants
because I am a die-hard Giants fan.
Another reason why I like them is
because they remind me of the way
we were this year. Both teams
played hard and got better as the
year went on.”

Ed Tranchina (Westfield High
School Athletic Director and Head
Football Coach) Giants, 13-10

“I think that the game will be won
either on a special teams play or a
turnover. And, the Giants are going
to win by a very close score, either a
touchdown or a field goal.”

Glen Kehler (Athletic Balance
in Westfield) Giants, 24-10

“The key is going to be Kerry
Collins. If he can get the ball
downfield and stretch the Baltimore
defense, that will make the differ-
ence in the game. Dilfer is not the
quality of quarterback of Warner or
some of the other quarterbacks that
the Giants have faced this year.

Against quarterbacks, who are not
strong, the Giants seem to smother
them. The Giants are definitely hun-
gry and, just like Hershey’s, they are
going to eat them up.”

Eugene Pearson (Scotch Plains,
Major USAF retired. Present head
of the ROTC program) Giants,
17-6

“I’m a Giants fan from way back.
It is going to be a close defensive
battle, but the Giants are a little
better. The Ravens have been bit
inconsistent.”

Pat Elliott (Westfield resident
and Associate Athletic Director
at Seton Hall University): Giants,
31-17.

“As the Super Bowl goes, it will be
the Giants all the way. I’m a coach. I
will always be a coach and Jim Fassel
has done a great job with this team.
He’s really all together. I have met
Coach Fassel, he is very personable
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
INTIMIDATING A RED RAIDER...Raiders Kellie LaForge, No. 32, and
Lindsay Pennella, No. 33, intimidate an East Side player as she attempts to pass.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLAMPING IN A CRADLE...Blue Devil John Leonardis has Raider Nick
Bruno clamped in a cradle during his 125-lb. bout.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVILS GUARDING CLOSELY...Blue Devils Suanne Hutchinson, No.
14, and Karen Manahan converge on a Lady Minuteman.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TIGHT WAIST AND ARM BAR...Raider Lucas Francavilla
works on Devil Lee Tomasso with a tight waist and an arm
bar.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING A TILT...Raider Derek Francavilla, top,
works a tilt on Blue Devil Matt McManus in the 103-lb.
class.

Steve Ciccotelli
Giants 17-14

Ed Tranchina
Giants 13-10

Michelle Ruscavage
Giants 13-6

Dave Corbin
Giants 17-14


