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Ordinance Calls for DPW
Director to Oversee

Borough Snow Removal

Steering Committee Working
To Ease Move of Fifth Grades

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

In anticipation of fifth-grade stu-
dents moving into the middle schools
in September 2002, the Grade 5
Transition Steering Committee is
meeting monthly to identify, dis-
cuss and plan for the academic, so-
cial and logistical implications of
that move.

The change will see an additional
200 students coming into both Park
and Terrill Middle Schools.

Chaired by Dr. Kathleen Regan,
Assistant Superintendent for In-
struction, the 27-member commit-
tee is composed of administrators,
principals, teachers, Parent Teacher
Association (PTA) officers and par-
ents.

At its November meeting, the
group discussed the “school within
a school” concept, which the dis-
trict has outlined for the grade 5-8
middle schools. The school within a
school would link grades five and
six separately from grades seven
and eight.

“We want to lift the existing fifth-
grade program over to the middle
school as intact as possible,” said the

Assistant Superintendent.
She acknowledged that some of

the committee members are parents
who did not support the idea of the
fifth grade move when the adminis-
tration proposed it a year ago. Now,
however, said Dr. Regan, “They know
it’s going to happen and they want to
make it happen properly. We need
for this to be successful for the kids.”

Because the committee is focusing
on putting in place age-appropriate
social activities for middle school stu-
dents, Dr. Regan expects the grade
configuration change to mean good
things for sixth graders as well as fifth.

“We kind of all agree that we don’t
want sixth graders at dances,” she
said, but added that no one wants the
sixth grader to be the “forgotten
child,” either. Consideration is being
given to an after-school program on
a Friday afternoon in lieu of an
evening activity.

The Assistant Superintendent
plans to survey the district’s fifth-
grade teachers this spring to deter-
mine who wants to make the move
with the students in September
2002. Architects will be meeting
with the Park and Terrill Middle

School teachers to determine
where the incoming students will
actually be housed in their build-
ings.

Dr. Regan is hopeful that commit-
tee members will be instrumental in
funneling information from the com-
mittee to parents through PTA meet-
ings and vice versa.

“We’re asking parent reps to make
the commitment to attend every
(committee) meeting and PTA meet-
ings, to take input and report back
both ways,” she explained. “Parents
feel comfortable sharing with an-
other parent.”

“This has to belong to the com-
munity of educators and parents,”
she continued. “We have PTA lead-
ership and some new faces, with
different opinions and concerns. I’m
very impressed with the parents’
and teachers’ commitment to make
this work.”

At the January 10 PTA Council
meeting, Council President Dorothy
Lusk announced that the spring Edu-
cational Forum will focus on the fifth
grade move to give all parents and
the general public an opportunity to
hear what the transition plans are.

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

During a two-hour regular meet-
ing of Fanwood’s governing body
last Thursday, officials debuted an
ordinance dealing with the removal
of snow and ice from borough prop-
erties and approved more than a half
dozen resolutions dealing with a va-
riety of other issues.

The ordinance unveiled by the
council last week amends the Bor-
ough Code to transfer responsibility
for overseeing removal of snow and
ice from properties abutting public
streets from the Borough Engineer to
the Director of Public Works, in cases
where it has not been cleared within
24 hours after having fallen or
formed.

It was noted that the change would
represent both a financial savings to
the borough and a practical measure,

since Borough Engineer Richard
Marsden is paid an hourly fee for his
services and is not always working
within the borough’s borders. In ad-
dition, Director of Public Works
Raymond Manfra already oversees
snow removal from streets.

Under other business, a resolution
was passed amending parking per-
mit fees for out-of-town residents
from $30 to $35 per month, effective
immediately. It also calls for a $1 per
year increase in fees for non-resi-
dents through the year 2008. Permit
fees for residents, however, will re-
main at $18 for the time being, bor-
ough officials confirmed.

A resolution was also approved in
support of State Senate Bill 948,
which calls for municipalities to be
reimbursed for up to 50 percent of
the cost of installing video cameras
in police cars. The resolution addi-
tionally favors allowing towns which
have installed the cameras while the
legislation is still pending to be eli-
gible for reimbursement as well.

Borough officials backed a recom-
mendation made last year by
Fanwood Police Chief Robert Car-
boy that local police vehicles be
equipped with the cameras, which
the council hopes to include in the
2001 municipal budget.

An additional resolution was
passed establishing Fanwood’s Emer-
gency Management Team for the
year 2001. Comprised of representa-
tives from the governing body, law
enforcement, emergency services and
the media, among other entities, the
team convenes periodically to re-
view the community’s preparedness
for dealing with such events as a
major storm or terroristic threats.

Finally, council members gave the
green light to a resolution authoriz-
ing Mayor Louis C. Jung to sign a
contract with Clayton S. Pierce, not
to exceed $17,500, for his continued
service as Fanwood Downtown Re-
vitalization Coordinator.

Mr. Pierce’s initial contract began
last April and expired December 31.
The new pact extends through the
end of this year and covers expenses.
However, it does not currently in-
clude mileage for Mr. Pierce to at-
tend seminars, workshops and con-
ventions at the direction of the Mayor
and council.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Testimony on Proposed Storage Facility Focuses
On Materials Stored, Customer Base, Operation

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

Public Storage, Incorporated, a
nationwide chain of public storage
facilities, continued the presentation
of its application before the Scotch
Plains Zoning Board of Adjustment
last Thursday.

The storage company is seeking to
build a 76,000-square-foot facility,
housing 544 storage units, on Route
22 and Myrtle Avenue. Initially pre-
sented in November, the plan subse-
quently was revised prior to the
applicant’s return before the board
last week.

At Thursday’s continuation, the
board heard testimony from Robert
Landino, a professional engineer, and
Andrew Graves, a professional ar-
chitect. Mr. Landino and Mr. Graves
are the President and Project Man-
ager, respectively, for BL Compa-
nies, Conn., the firm that designed
the plans and artist’s renderings which
were presented to the board and the
public.

Herb Reynolds, a Manager with
Public Storage, also testified before
the board regarding daily operations
of the proposed facility.

Mr. Reynolds said he had met with
residents from the neighborhood and
that some of their suggestions, as
well as the board’s recommenda-
tions, had been incorporated into the
revised plans.

The 2.5-acre site eyed for the stor-
age business previously housed a car
dealership, which is no longer in
operation. The proposed, three-story
facility would have a 12-foot-high
fence surrounded by a 50-foot wide

landscaped buffer zone in the back
and on the side of the property abut-
ting Myrtle Avenue.

The facility would additionally
have a gated security system ac-
cessed by a pass-code for customer
entry. During the facility’s hours of
operation, which would be 7:30 a.m.
to 7:30 p.m., there would be one or
two employees on the site, as well as
two security cameras.

There would be minimal lighting
and no traffic after business hours.

Changes made to the original plans
and incorporated into the revised
version included eliminating a pro-
posed exit onto Myrtle Avenue, leav-
ing the facility with one entrance as
well as one exit onto Route 22. Revi-
sions also reduced the overall size of
the original proposal.

Some of the objections voiced by
local residents were that this facility
would bring increased noise, lights,
traffic congestion and vandalism into
their already over-burdened neigh-
borhood.

However, the chief concern ex-
pressed by a number of residents was
that such a facility could compro-
mise the level of security in their
neighborhood.

Mountain Avenue resident Fred
Schwagger asked Mr. Reynolds if he
was aware that the explosives used in
the World Trade Center bombing
were kept in a storage facility prior to
that incident. Mr. Schwagger made
the point that Public Storage had no
way of knowing what people were
storing in their units.

Mr. Reynolds told the board and
Mr. Schwagger that in his nine years

with Public Storage, he had never
heard of any problems involving
stored explosives at any of the facili-
ties he managed.

“Managers watch the customers
move boxes in and can also peer
inside of the units from the corri-
dors,” Mr. Reynolds explained.

“But there is no way of knowing

what is in the sealed boxes; is there?”
Mr. Schwagger asked.

Mr. Reynolds assured the board
and the public that managers were
extensively trained to be on the look-
out for any unusual activity, which
would indicate possible illegal ac-
tivities.

Scotch Plains Council Debates Drafting Ordinance to Expand Police
Powers In Controlling Alcohol Consumption By Underage Persons
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times

Members of the Scotch Plains
Township Council faced their first
real contentious issue of the new
year on Tuesday night during a dis-
cussion of whether local police should
be given additional powers to con-
trol alcohol consumption by under-
age residents.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Mu-
nicipal Alliance Committee (MAC),
a local group that works to prevent
substance abuse, is pushing for en-
actment of an ordinance that would
permit local police officers to enter a
private residence and take legal ac-
tion if they witness the possession or
consumption of alcoholic beverages
by someone under 21 years of age.

Similar laws have been passed in
several New Jersey communities,
primarily those located at the shore.

Township Attorney Douglas W.
Hansen began the nearly one-hour
discussion, some of it quite spirited,
by telling officials during the
council’s conference meeting that he
felt the proposed ordinance was un-
constitutional.

“It violates the Fourth Amend-
ment” to the Constitution, he stated,
which prohibits unreasonable
searches and seizures of properties.

“It’s over-broad,” he said, and
“gives far too much power” to local
police departments. Such an ordi-
nance, he maintained, “opens the
door to your home to the police.”

As the ordinance is written, if a
police officer arrives at a private
home and sees an underage indi-
vidual consuming or in possession of
alcoholic beverages, the officer would
have the right to enter the premises
and issue a summons.

Opponents of the proposal said
that the way the ordinance is phrased,
an officer would have the right to
enter a private home if he saw an
underage person in the same room
with an open bottle of liquor.

This situation, Mr. Hansen said,
constituted possession, as defined by
the law, and would lead to excessive
police power to enter private resi-
dences.

Democratic Councilwoman Geri
M. Samuel, who is pushing the pro-
posal at the behest of MAC, pointed
out that the ordinance, as passed in
shore communities, has never been
challenged in courts, but Mr. Hansen
said the law had only recently been
passed and that court challenges could
occur within the next few years.

Mayor Martin L. Marks, seeming
to generally favor the concept of the
proposed ordinance, asked Mr.

Hansen about re-writing the ordi-
nance to, perhaps, allay some of the
fears of opponents.

The Mayor, though, seemed more
concerned about combating under-
age drinking than in discussing
whether the proposed ordinance
would unnecessarily expand police
powers.

He felt the police had the right to
enter a home if underage drinking
was suspected.

“Underage drinking is a signifi-
cant problem,” Mr. Marks said, “and
it is against the law.”

Republican Paulette Coronato and
Democrat Sharynn Porter both dis-
agreed, saying the police should not
be given the right to enter a private
home, especially on little pretext.

“How much of a problem is under-
age drinking on private property in

Scotch Plains?” Mrs. Coronato asked.
Mrs. Porter worried about police,

seeing a youthful-appearing but over
21-year-old individual drinking an
alcoholic beverage, simply assum-
ing the person was underage, and

subjecting that individual to unnec-
essary harassment.

Mr. Hansen emphasized that
while he was not in favor of a lax
attitude towards underage drink-

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
SNOWMEN BEFORE THE MELTING…After mounds of snow hit the Scotch Plains area, residents Talia and Liba
Nudell rolled balls of snow into snowmen. Before this week’s sun melted the lawn figures, the mother and daughter team
decorated them with brooms and wintry hats.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
A WORK IN PROGRESS…A Victorian era, Dutch Colonial home at 225 North Avenue in Fanwood, owned by James
and Barbara Vierschilling, undergoes renovations in preparation for its debut as a bed-and-breakfast establishment. The
Vierschillings received approval for their planned business from the Fanwood Planning Board last spring.
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Douglas M. Fasciale, Esq.
Concentrating in personal injury

 and malpractice cases.

Hoagland, Longo, Moran,
Dunst & Doukas, LLP

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 PATERSON STREET
NEW BRUNSWICK, NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. EUCLID AVENUE
WESTFIELD, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

WINTER CLEARANCE EVENT

Sales Starts Jan. 20th
Every Suit
Sportcoat &
Dress Trouser

���������	
���
�����

���

Listed Are a Few Examples

Hart
Schaffner

&
Marx Suits

100% Wool

$29750
Reg. $59500

Joseph
Abboud

Dress
Shirts

$3499
Reg. up to

$9900

Huge
Assortment
Sportcoats

$6995
Reg.$14000

100% Wool100% Wool
& Wool Blends

Asher
Flannel
Dress

Trousers

$6950
Reg.$23500

Ask About our
Special Pricing on

Custom Made Suits

Many Other
Sale Items

Fall and winter stock

MON., THURS. 10-8:30 • TUES.,WED., FRI., 10-6 • SAT., 9:30-6 • SUN. 11-4

1275 Springfield Ave.,New Providence (908) 665-0800

Officials expressed concern over
this aspect of the arrangement, since
separate mileage reimbursement
would potentially raise Mr. Pierce’s
compensation above the $17,500
mark. Beyond that threshold, mu-
nicipalities are required to advertise
and accept bids for the position, in
accordance with state law.

Borough Attorney Wilfred P.
Coronato said mileage reimburse-
ment could be considered separate
from the contract, since attending
conventions and workshops would
not be part of Mr. Pierce’s formal job
description, and that the Coordinator
might, for example, attend these func-
tions in the Mayor’s stead.

Mr. Coronato said he is presently
reviewing the matter with an expert
in local public contracts law in Tren-
ton. An alternative, the attorney
noted, would be for borough offi-
cials to calculate the mileage Mr.
Pierce would likely accrue and to
make that figure part of the overall
$17,500.

Under other business, Mayor Jung
and Borough Council members hon-
ored former Councilwoman Cynthia
Swindlehurst and former Council-
man David Pickering with resolu-
tions for their respective contribu-
tions to the community.

Ms. Swindlehurst, a Democrat who
served out the unexpired term of
former Councilman William E.
Populus, Jr. from March through
December of last year, was saluted
by her former colleagues for the en-
ergy and dedication she brought to
her role as a member of the govern-
ing body.

Democratic Councilwoman Karen
M. Schurtz called Ms. Swindlehurst
“a special person” for having the
courage to voice her own opinions,
even if they differed from the major-
ity.

Mrs. Schurtz also recalled how
Ms. Swindlehurst, after being ap-
pointed to the council, “made it her
business to learn as much as she
could as quickly as she could.”

Republican Councilman Thomas
P. Ryan, Jr. characterized Ms.
Swindlehurst, whose contributions
included helping to guide the

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Council Meeting
borough’s recently-adopted, revised
Land Use Ordinance to fruition as a
member of both the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board and the council, as “one
of the most passionate people about
Fanwood I have ever met.”

Officials also had kudos for Mr.
Pickering, who chaired the Fanwood
Community Assessment Committee
for three years before the group for-
mally disbanded in December.

Mayor Jung praised Mr. Pickering,
who lives in Scotch Plains, for the
“energy and style” he brought to his
leadership of the committee. This
committee spawned three, still-ac-
tive subcommittees dedicated to ad-
vancing downtown revitalization,
long-range planning and communi-
cations/volunteerism.

Democratic Councilwoman
Katherine Mitchell echoed these sen-
timents. “I know you are a true
Fanwoodian,” she told Mr. Pickering.
“You have a penchant for getting
things done and I think Fanwood is
the better for it. Thank you very
much.”

Besides those presented to Ms.
Swindlehurst and Mr. Pickering, reso-
lutions were passed in tribute to
Leonard and Marilyn Tyber, the own-
ers of the former Lenny’s Bakery on
South Martine Avenue, and acknowl-
edging Martin Luther King, Jr. Day,
which was observed on Monday.

Earlier in the meeting, eight ap-
pointments to local boards and com-
missions were announced. Salvatore
Fazzino and Andrew Calamaras were
named as third and fourth alternate,
respectively, to the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Mr. Fazzino was additionally
named as second alternate to the
Fanwood Environmental Commis-
sion and the Planning Board’s Liai-
son to the commission.

Matthew Glennon was appointed
as a member of the Environmental
Commission, while former Council-
man Dr. Chester Lindsey will serve
as second alternate to the Fanwood
Shade Tree Commission.

Kenneth Fischer was named to the
Fanny Wood Day Committee, while
Matthew Mahoney will serve on the
Holiday Celebration Committee.

Myrtle Avenue resident Charles
Mayo stated that the largest Ecstasy
drug bust in 2000 was made at a
storage facility similar to the one
being proposed.

Karen Cunningham on Myrtle Av-
enue asked Mr. Reynolds if there
was an increase in crime in the neigh-
borhoods which housed public stor-
age facilities. Mr. Reynolds re-
sponded that he was not aware of any
studies addressing that issue.

Mr. Reynolds said the company
would welcome local police investi-
gations or use of dogs trained to sniff
out drugs and weapons to insure the
security and safety of the neighbor-
hood.

During the course of being ques-
tioned by the public, Mr. Reynolds
revealed that the facility would hold
occasional public auctions, approxi-
mately once a month. As permitted
by law, the facility would be allowed
to auction off the contents of units
whose owners failed to pay their
monthly rental fee, after 38 days of
non-payment.

Terrill Road resident Elyse
Heinemeyer questioned whether the
facility would have the necessary
parking for what she believed would
be a “mob” showing up for these
auctions. According to Mr. Reynolds,
these auctions would not draw any
more than two to three extra cars on
the day of the auction and that the
facility’s 15 parking spaces would
be adequate to handle the need.

“During peak hours of operation,
the facility might see a maximum of
10 customers,” he stated.

An attorney representing Public
Storage, Richard McOmber of Red
Bank, said this type of operation
attracted much less traffic than a
restaurant or other retail operation.

Residents also expressed concerns
that customers would conduct busi-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Board of Adjustment Mtg.
ness out of the rental units.

“Our customers are mostly home
owners in transition or professionals
who need extra storage space,” Mr.
Reynolds responded. “No one will
be permitted to conduct business out
of the units.”

The artist’s renderings showed that
the facility would have a residential
appearance on the side facing Myrtle
Avenue, with a pale, off-white stucco
exterior and dormers and gables char-
acteristic of town house complexes.

The front of the building would
have more of a retail appearance,
with several large windows facing
Route 22.

Mr. McOmber noted that Public
Storage would be amenable to elimi-
nating any features or characteristics
from the plan which the board found
objectionable.

The hearing on the application will
be continued on Thursday, February
1, at 7:30 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scotch Plains
Council Mtg.

All the World’s A Stage
At Fanwood’s Library

FANWOOD – The Friends of the
Library and the library’s Young Adult
(YA) Services invite upper middle
school and high school students to par-
ticipate in a series of hands-on work-
shops conducted by the New Jersey
Shakespeare Festival’s Shakespeare
Live! Touring company.

For 38 years, the festival at Drew
University’s Madison campus has pro-
duced performances, offered educational
outreach activities and other programs
and events. Shakespeare Live! workshops
are a part of their audience development
and educational outreach programs.

These workshops are sponsored, in
part, by a grant from the Fanwood
Community Foundation. They will be
offered on three consecutive Thurs-
days, beginning February 8.

The first, “Stage Combat,” provides
a physical look into the world of
Shakespeare and live theater perfor-
mance. Students will see how a piece
of stage combat is created, rehearsed
and maintained. They will then prac-
tice basic “hand to hand” combat skills.

The second workshop will focus on

Shakespeare’s “Life and Times” in-
cluding how and why he wrote his plays,
the plagues, the curse of Macbeth, per-
formance styles, and the burning of the
Globe Theater. Students will take part in
exercises and games.

The final workshop is “Perfor-
mance.” Using a short scene from a
play, students are led through the actor’s
process from first reading to perfor-
mance. This highly interactive work-
shop gives students an opportunity to
perform as well as focus on text, scan-
sion, comprehension and basic perfor-
mance skills.

Workshops will be held from 3:30 to
5:30 p.m. on February 8, 15 and 22 at
the Patricia M. Kuran Cultural Arts
Center on Watson Road in Fanwood.

Registration is through the library’s
YA Services. To register, please call
Kerry Maione at (908) 322-4377 or
visit the library and register in person.
Participants may register for one, two
or three of the workshops.

Attendance is open to residents of
Fanwood and Scotch Plains, with pri-
ority given to Fanwood residents.

Sealfons Closing in February
After Over 20 Years in Westfield

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- Sealfons Young
World, a children’s clothing store on
East Broad Street in Westfield will be
going-out-of-business. The store an-
nounced last week that it will be
closing sometime in February. The
store, owned by the Modell family,
has been a fixture in the downtown
for more than 20 years.

The Modells also own and operate
three other Sealfons, which carry
adult clothing lines, in Summit,
Caldwell and Shrewsbury, which will
remain open.

The Westfield Sealfons, however,
will not be relocating.

Co-owner, Burt Modell told The
Times that they are closing because

“their lease was not renewed due to
the landlord getting a better deal
from another retailer.” Mr. Modell
could not say who that retailer is, but
sources have indicated that a
Victoria’s Secret offered the land-
lords a higher rent to occupy the
building. The Schwartz family,
which owns the building, could not
be reached for comment.

Prior to becoming a Sealfons, there
was a Young Folks Toggery and then
an Arthur Stevens in that location,
dating back more than 50 years.

Sealfons will be holding going-
out-of-business sales sometime in
January.

Several long-time employees of
Sealfons have said that they will
miss working there.

Ingrid McKinley for The Times
TIME TO SAY GOODBYE…Sealfons Young World in Westfield, a
children’s clothing store, recently announced that it will close in February
after 20 years in town.

ing, he was also not in favor of the
proposed ordinance. He did offer
to meet with members of MAC to
explain his feelings and, perhaps,
eventually try to draft a new ordi-
nance with more narrow defini-
tions and powers.

Mrs. Samuel, who earlier said
that MAC would not be happy about
the lack of unanimous council back-
ing for the ordinance, raised the
possibility that MAC could per-
haps undertake an education effort
about underage drinking.

www.goleader.com

SOUND OF MUSIC…Runnells Specialized Hospital residents Rose Falzone
and Daniel Carine are serenaded by Mike Seltzer of the Riverside Trombone
Quartet. The quartet recently performed at the Berkeley Heights facility,
courtesy of a HEART (History, Education, Arts – Reaching Thousands) Grant
provided by the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders.

HEART Grant Brings Music
To Residents of Runnells

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – The Riv-
erside Trombone Quartet, through the
Music For All Seasons Program, re-
cently entertained residents and pa-
tients at Runnells Specialized Hospital
of Union County in Berkeley Heights.

The quartet played everything from
Bach to Ragtime, courtesy of a
HEART Grant from the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

“The HEART (History, Education,
Arts – Reaching Thousands) Grants
Program was established by the Free-
holder Board in 1998 to help
strengthen Union County’s non-profit
organizations, artists and scholars,
by supporting projects related to his-
tory, the humanities and the arts,”
according to Freeholder Deborah
Scanlon, Liaison to the hospital’s
Advisory Board of Managers.

“These artists and organizations,

in turn, create cultural opportunities
for our citizens, as shown by the
Music For All Seasons Program,
which has entertained the residents
and patients at Runnells,” she added.

Based in Scotch Plains, Music For
All Seasons was created in 1991 by
Rena Fruchter and Brian Dallow, to
provide therapeutic performances for
people who would otherwise be un-
able to hear live, quality, profes-
sional music. Soloist Ilene Baranik
of Kenilworth also performed at
Runnells through the program, and
additional entertainers are scheduled.

The Riverside Quartet, four virtuoso
trombonists from New York City, are
graduates of major musical conservato-
ries, including the Juilliard School and
the Manhattan School of Music. They
have performed with major symphony
orchestras and at the White House.

Mountainside’s Mayor Viglianti
Blasts Editorial in Local Paper

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE —
Mountainside Mayor Robert F. Viglianti
lambasted a local weekly newspaper
during Mountainside’s Borough Coun-
cil meeting Tuesday night.

The Mayor said that two recent opin-
ion editorials in the other paper, regard-
ing Mountainside’s goals and policies.
were “irresponsible, unprofessional and,
possibly, unethical.”

The editorials said Mountainside’s
Borough Council meetings did not last
long enough to “make it worth turning
on the lights and heat,” according to the
Mayor’s quote of the editorial.

Mayor Viglianti responded by point-
ing out that Mountainside was a “well-
run town,” with “no corruption” and
that he was “offended by the asinine
statements.”

One of the editorials faulted the Mayor
for his “single-mindedness in steering
borough officials away from other policy
and service issues” related to the in-
creasing numbers of families with young
children.

The editorial went on to say, “the
Viglianti administration’s agenda should
reflect more of a demonstrable vision
for keeping up with the times,” relating
to recent demographic studies, which
show a need for more youth-oriented
policies and services.

The Mayor vigorously defended the
council’s track record on youth pro-
grams and recreation for children. He
enumerated a long list of recreational
programs and facilities renovations,
which focused on the borough’s youth.

The Mayor stated, “the derogatory
statements were ill-founded and erro-
neous.”

He pointed out that no one from that
newspaper tried to contact the two coun-
cilmen who are in charge of youth rec-
reation, before writing the scathing edi-
torials, in order to get the facts.

Furthermore, Mayor Viglianti said he
refuses to speak to anyone from that
newspaper until the owners call him to
assure him that they will demand more
professionalism from their staff.

He was also pleased that the Borough
Council meeting was televised to air on

Channel 35, in order to set the record
straight and record his response to the
editorials.

Under other business, the council
authorized several new appointments.
Virginia Macaluso was hired as Com-
munications Officer to fill a vacancy in
the Police Department, at a salary of
$24,000.

Frank Masella was hired as Pool Tech-
nician to open and close the pool at the
beginning and end of each season. This
will be in addition to his current duties
as Assistant Director of Recreation.

The Mayor announced the appoint-
ment of several new committee mem-
bers:

Vincent Vitollo to the Shade Tree
Committee, for a term to expire in 2003;
Diane Ruggiero to the Historic Preser-
vation Committee, for a term to expire
in 2001, and Ruth Ortolf to the Board of
Health, for a term to expire in 2003.

There is an opening on the
Mountainside Ethics Committee, which
must be filled by a registered Democrat,
officials confirmed. The committee,
which is made up of six members, is
required by state law to consist of an
equal number of Republicans and
Democrats. Openings on other boards
are also available.

Community pool fees for this year,
which are described as being on the
“low side” were increased for all pool
members. The council voted to increase
the fees to: Resident Families: $205 (up
$10), Resident Singles: $103 (up $5),
and Resident Seniors: $63.

Non-resident fees will be: Families:
$375 (up $50), Singles: $188 and Se-
niors: $148.

The council decided in favor of a
slow price increase over time, rather
than a drastic one-time hike. The fees
were also increased in January of last
year.

As with many other municipal pools,
membership at Mountainside’s pool has
reached full capacity in previous sum-
mers.

The Mayor ended the half hour meet-
ing by joking that perhaps the council
should just sit there another hour or two
in order to justify having turned on the
lights and the heat.


