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LEE, ANDREW LOOMIS, COUSAR, ROMEO GET PINS

Cougars, Twist of Fate Defeat
SP-F Raider Matmen, 39-33

MATTHEWS SINKS 12 PTS., MANAHAN PUSHES IN 10

Blue Knight Cagers Slip Past
Lady Blue Devils in 4th, 48-44

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Second-half turnovers opened the
door for the 6-3 Irvington High
School girls basketball team and al-
lowed them to overshadow a brilliant
first-half performance by the Blue
Devils. The Blue Knights went on a
29-19 run in the second half and
squeezed out a 48-44 victory in
Westfield on January 11.

“They (Westfield) played hard. We

had a nice scheme setup to play against
this team and our girls did a nice job
in executing it. We contained their big
star (Tiffany Weaver),” said Blue Devil
Head Coach Joe Marino. “It could
have gone either way. It came down to
the end.”

The defensive scheme worked very
well in the first half as the Blue
Devils outscored the Blue Knights,
25-19. The “M & M” girls, Co-Cap-
tains Karen Manahan and Carolyn

Matthews, went on an offensive blitz.
Matthews netted eight points, in-
cluding two three-pointers, and
Manahan put in six to give Westfield
a 17-12 first-quarter lead. Then in
the second quarter, Matthews fired
in four, Manahan added two and
another “M”, Ally McMahon, sank
two while limiting Irvington to just
seven points.

The Blue Devils were less accu-
rate in their passing in the second
half and the result was more turn-
overs which led to more scoring op-
portunities for the Blue Knights. Tak-
ing advantage of the situation was
Alethea Gibbs, who sank three of her
game-high 19 points in the third quar-
ter and 11 in the fourth.

The turnover increase may have
been due to the Blue Knights turning
up the defensive pressure.

“We had a lot of turnovers again.
It’s a little tough when someone
(Irvington defense) changes it on
you right away. And that’s what hap-
pened. We did panic a little bit,”
explained Marino. “And we also
missed some easy shots.”

Nevertheless, the Blue Devils were
still in the game and leading the
offense was Jackie Cusimano, who
sank all seven of her points. Irvington

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sometimes a twist of fate will step
in to alter the outcome of an event.
That twist of fate came when unde-
feated Raider 215-pounder Matt
Loomis sustained a groin injury ear-
lier in the week and was unable to
wrestle in the match between Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School and
Cranford on January 10 in Cranford.

Loomis has been a pinner and most
likely, if he had been healthy, would
have added another six points to the
Raiders’ team score and detracted
six from the Cougars’ – a 12-point
swing. However, due to the misfor-
tune, this match, which may have
determined the Watchung Confer-
ence Championship, shifted in the
Cougars’ favor, 39-33.

“We had six freshmen wrestling

tonight. They did a good job,” said
Raider Head Coach Dave Bello. “Our
seniors came through for us. We were
evenly matched. That’s the way it
goes.”

Faced with the dilemma, Bello
was forced to bump several of his
wrestlers up a weight class – if he
ever wanted a chance to win. The last
to be bumped up was senior Gary
Cousar – a state qualifier last year at
189. Cousar did what he had been
doing all season – pin his opponent.
At 215-lbs., Cousar took only 1:19 to
show Steve Carbone the lights.

The Raiders did get on the board
first when freshman Derek Francavilla
at 103 scored two takedowns and a
reversal to beat Tom Murray, 6-1.
Next, at 112, freshman Eric Connolly
saved two team points – avoiding a
fall – when he held off veteran state
qualifier Pat Daly to yield a 12-0,
majority decision.

After Nick Seeman used a double
grapevine to pin his 119-lb. Raider
opponent in 1:14 the Cougars upped
their lead to 10-3. Then at 125, Raider
Matt DeNichilo scored a double-leg
takedown and two escapes to deci-
sion Chris Peneherra, 4-2.

The most exciting bout of the
evening took place at 130. Two mar-
tial arts students, Raider Charles Lee
and Cougar Anthony Donofrio, had
the house roaring, mixing a frenzy of

FEELEY NETS 16, PULLS DOWN 11

Blue Knights Out-Point
Raider Hoopmen, 56-47

MCMANUS STARTS ENGINE, LEO RUNS IN HIGH GEAR

Intense Blue Devils De-Horse
Blue Knight Matmen, 44-28

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Intensity” could describe the atti-
tude of the young Westfield High
School wrestlers as they hosted
Irvington and presented them with a
44-28 defeat on January 12. The
determined Blue Devils harvested
four pins, two majority decisions,
two decisions and one forfeit to up
their record to 5-1.

Freshman Matt McManus at 103
set the mode of intensity which
makes for an exciting match. Unre-
lentingly he pursued Ken McNeil
and gathered three takedowns and a
three-point, grapevine nearfall to
win a 9-0 majority decision.

“Just like last week, he got us off
on the right track,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach Glen Kurz. “He’s re-
ally starting to think about what
he’s doing out there. He’s in con-
trol and I can see his confidence
build.”

One of the smoothest perfor-
mances was turned in by junior John
Leonardis, who won a 12-3 major-
ity decision over Mikial Millard at
125. The fluidity came in takedowns.
First, in the first period, he hit a
deep double-leg takedown. Then
after Millard escaped, he slicked
one of the finest duck-under
takedowns you will ever see. In the
second period Leonardis added a
reversal and two penalty points, then
in the third, he added a penalty point
and a deep single-to-double-leg

takedown.
“I have been drilling my duck un-

der really hard,” commented
Leonardis. “It felt really good to hit
that the way I did. The double I
missed, he had a really hard cross
face on me and broke my grip. It’s
only my third match back from my
back injury, but I felt really good out
there.”

“He is very intense when he drills.
His takedowns are really impressive
to watch,” said Kurz of Leonardis.
“When he’s on, he can takedown just
about anyone. He’s going to be tough
to beat.”

Sophomore Ethan Powell upped

his record at 130 to 10-3 and did it
with some flare. Powell took Shakim
Clark to the mat with a lightning
limp-arm throw by then pinned him
in :52 with a cradle. Next, freshman
Lee Tomasso rocked 135-lb. Larry
Daniels to sleep in :51 with a cradle.
Then the Blue Devils increased their
lead to 32-6 when Chris Johnson
used a yank-and-crank, wrist lock
with a half nelson to pin 140-lb.
Jamil Cureton.

After a two-bout dry spell, 160-lb.
Chris Gismondi earned Westfield
another six points by flattening
Daquan Yarbough in 3:50, using an
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Six three-pointers and great posi-
tioning under the boards by the
Irvington Blue Knights gave them a
56-47 victory over the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood boys on January 13 in
Scotch Plains. Senior Andrew Feeley
nearly did it all for the Raiders as he
laid in 16 points – 6 for 6 from the
free throw line – and pulled down 11
rebounds.

But it was the entire Blue Knight
team, who seemed to be at the right
place at the right time to gather a
large majority of the rebounds
throughout the game – especially
defensive rebounds. The inability to
follow up on their shots combined
with the Blue Knights’ three-point
success told the tale of doom for the
3-7 Raiders.

Although Feeley was 4-for-4 from
the line and added a layup, the flow
of the tale, began in the first quarter
when the Blue Knights nailed four
three-pointers – two from Jermain
Boyd and one each from Jermat
Horton and Raheem Mathis. The
three-pointers combined with six
points from Sanni Oji Bana and two
free throws gave 6-4 Irvington a 21-
8 lead.

In reality, the Raiders showed their
best flare in the second quarter when
they matched the Blue Knights, 13-

13. Feeley added six points, Anwar
Montgomery put in five, including a
three-pointer, and Adam Bendik hit
for two. Irvington hit the remainder
of its three-pointers in the quarter.

Unfortunately, the Raiders could
not keep pace in the third quarter and
the Blue Knights went on a 12-5 run
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Devil Icemen Come Up
Short Against St. Peter’s

By ADAM TURNER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In a last ditch effort to secure a tie,
the Westfield High School ice hockey
men, down 3-2, pulled their goalie
and put on an extra skater. After
getting chance after chance within
the last minute, the puck was finally
cleared by a St. Pete’s defense man
and with it went the game. The Blue
Devils put up a good fight but could
not overcome the three goal barrage
put up by St. Peter’s in the second
period.

After a scoreless first, St. Pete’s

center Kevin McGrath took it upon
himself to change the 0 on the
scoreboard to a 1. He found himself
free in front of the goal with a man
screening Devil goalie James
Donovan and the 0 was no more.

At this point, Westfield coach Brian
LaFontaine unleashed the hard-hit-
ting, senior bruiser Adam Feinberg.
He ignited the fans and team with his
hard hits. “Feinberg played a hard-
nosed game,” said LaFontaine.

The Devils fed off this energy as
junior Neil Ciemniecki spotted fresh-
man Brian Pirot skating along the
left wing and passed the puck. Pirot
did not hesitate to pop the puck under
St. Pete’s stingy goalie Brett Prime
to rearrange the scoreboard a little
himself.

But the goal was quickly forgotten
as St. Pete’s captain Joe Giordano
and left winger Pat Murphy scored
back-to-back goals only 31 seconds
apart. “We made some defensive er-
rors and had some mental break-
downs that cost us three goals in the
second period,” said LaFontaine.

Westfield continued to dominate
play as their captain, Brandon Kape,
constantly penetrated the opposing
defense, creating shots for himself
and teammates. Kape did score the
second Devil goal and the Blue Dev-
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO BREAK THROUGH...Raider Steve Williams, No. 23, works his way
around a Blue Knight. The Scotch Plains-Fanwood boys fell to Irvington, 56-47.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SMOTHERING A BLUE KNIGHT...Blue Devil Chris Gismondi smothers 160-
lb. Blue Knight Daquan Yarbough and pins him with a half nelson.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
USING LEVERAGE TO WIN...Raider Gary Cousar, wrestling at 215, pries
Cougar Steve Carbone over with an arm bar and later picks up a pin.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BATTLING FOR THE BALL...Blue Devil Co-Captain Karen
Manahan, in white, battles for possession for the ball.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GUARDING A KNIGHT...Blue Devil junior Jackie
Cusimano, No. 33, guards a Lady Blue Knight closely.


