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Letters to the Editor

It’s Time for Local Towns to Enact Laws
To Ban Hand-Held Cell Phones by Drivers

NJ Transit Head Urges Citizens
To Think About Organ Donation

This is the time of year when we come
together with our family and friends to
share the warmth of the holidays. It’s
also a time of reflection as we look back
on the year 2000 and anticipate what lies
ahead in 2001 - the start of the “real” new
millennium.

We look to brighten the darkest days
of winter as we enjoy fine food, family
gatherings and the exchanging of greet-
ings and gifts. But for some 1,800 New
Jersey residents currently waiting on
lists for life-saving transplant opera-
tions, the new year will bring anxiety
and uncertainty.

As a member of the Board of Trustees
of the New Jersey Organ and Tissue
Sharing Network (The Sharing Network),
I would like to offer hope and encourage-
ment to these men, women and children
who wait for the day when the phone will
ring, indicating that an organ has become
available for transplant. Then they will be
like the rest of us, enjoying life to the
fullest, ever thankful for the blessings
that have been bestowed upon us.

In this season of sharing and good-
will, I urge you to talk about the subject
of organ donation with your family and
loved ones. Make a New Year’s resolu-
tion to give the ultimate gift – the gift of
life making your wishes known to your
family, so that if the need arises, they
will know your wishes.

To find out more about donation and

transportation, or to obtain information
on the New Jersey Donor Registry, please
call The Sharing Network at (800) Share-
NJ or visit their Web site at
www.sharenj.org.

Jeffrey A. Warsh
Executive Director

NJ Transit Corporation

Congressman Ferguson, County Freeholders
To Bring Government Closer to The People

Perhaps it’s time for area towns to give serious
consideration, via one of two tracks, to addressing a
ban on the use of hand-held cellular phones by
drivers.

Most of us, in all likelihood, have experienced
close calls—as pedestrians, drivers or bicyclists—
with a car being driven by someone with their cell
phone pressed to their ear, too busy to pay complete
attention to the road.

We were all taught, as beginning drivers, that our
two hands belong on the steering wheel and our
attention needs to be focused on the road. We were
not taught how to safely operate a car while search-
ing for something in the backseat or while reading
the newspaper—or while juggling a cellular phone.

Why weren’t we taught these things? Because
there is no safe way to do any of them while driving
a car.

Indeed, a 1997 study by the New England Journal
of Medicine found that talking on a phone while
driving quadrupled the risk of an accident and was
almost as dangerous as being drunk behind the
wheel. And that study was done three years ago, well
before the present time when it seems that the driver
of every other car is busy with a cell phone. More
recently, the Harvard Center for Risk Analysis pub-
lished a study, funded, interestingly enough, by
AT&T, in which they assigned a crash risk factor to
using cell phones. With some 107 million cell phones
in use as of last year, it’s estimated that 450 to 1,000
fatalities occur annually thanks to cell phones.

Furthermore, the National Highway Transpor-
tation Safety Administration says that for every
fatality, there are 666 property damage- and
injury-producing crashes, meaning there are be-
tween 300,000 and 650,000 “other” crashes due
to cell phones. A 1995 Prevention magazine
survey reported that 85 percent of cell phone
owners use their phones while driving at least
some of the time, meaning that today, there are
now about 75 million drivers talking on their
phones while driving.

The Fatal Analysis Reporting System (FARS) is a
census of police-reported fatal accidents occurring
in the U.S. that collects data about cell phone use
from police accident reports. Cell phone related
cases in 1994 and 1995 contain some interesting
similarities. Citations issued in 1994 and 1995 to cell
phone-using drivers involved in these fatal crashes
were disproportionately high for “inattention” when
compared to all drivers included in FARS. In virtu-
ally all crashes, the cell phone-using drivers were in
the striking vehicle. And when the type of crash is
examined, they fell into two categories—drivers
striking something in front of them or leaving their
lane of traffic. Who among us in this area hasn’t seen
an erratically-moving car only to discover the driver
busily chatting on a cell phone and seemingly oblivi-
ous those around him?

Last year, two New Jersey towns enacted ordi-

nances outlawing the use of hand-held cell phones by
drivers.  Marlboro’s ban was passed in July and
Carteret passed its own in October. Other cities and
towns around the country, including New York City,
are also giving consideration to such a ban. Towns in
our area ought to consider such a ban. Our local roads
are often thick with traffic; we have a significant
number of children and elderly persons who are
potentially at risk when crossing the street; drivers
these days seem to inherently always be in a rush; and
our area has experienced a number of fatal accidents
involving drivers and pedestrians.

Failing the passage of an ordinance banning hand-
held cell phone use, our local governments then
ought to at least give their assent to a resolution
backing a statewide ban on this activity. Twin bills
are currently before the State Legislature that would
ban drivers from using hand-held cell phones while
driving. A1929, sponsored by Assemblymen Larry
Chatzidakis (R-8th) and Francis Bodine (R-8th), and
S849, put forth by Senators Martha Bark (R-8th) and
John O. Bennett (R-12th), were introduced nearly a
year ago, but continue to languish in committees.
Both bills would impose a fine of $100 to $250 on
drivers violating the ban.

Some says such a ban would infringe on free
speech rights. But it’s important to remember, as
many of us have told our newly-licensed teenaged
kids, that driving itself is a privilege, not a right.
Similarly, the ability to drive and talk on a cellular
phone is not a right. Requiring a driver to either use
a headset or pull off the road to make or receive a call
in no way infringes on anyone’s rights.

Others say that talking on a cell phone in a car is no
different from talking to a fellow passenger. But
there are differences. A passenger in a vehicle is
aware of the driving situation and can even serve as
an additional look-out for hazards. If there is a
necessary pause in conversation, the reasons, be it an
accident, road hazards, traffic jam, etc., are evident to
all parties. The second difference is that phone use
seems to carry a certain obligation of immediacy.
When the phone rings, a person feels compelled to
answer it—whether it is convenient, safe, or appro-
priate to do so or not. A person becomes focused on
the phone call and loses the situational awareness
necessary to safely operate their car.

Some also feel enacting a ban on hand-held cell
phone use would further extend the “nanny state,”
where government takes it upon itself to legislate
personal safety issues. But unsafe cell phone use
does not just affect the user, but potentially dozens
of others—other drivers, pedestrians, cyclists and
property. It’s time for a change in personal habits.
Just as mandatory seat belt use and stricter drunk
driving laws resulted in fewer accidents and fatali-
ties, a ban on cell phone use by drivers, whether
statewide or on a local level, would also make the
roads just a bit safer and prevent additional trag-
edies from occurring.

Openness in government is something that is often
talked about but never accomplished in the end. This
year, a local Congressman and the new head of
Union County government have opted to bring gov-
ernment to the people.

Congressman Michael A. Ferguson, newly sworn
in as the Representative for the Seventh Congres-
sional District, plans to make himself or his staff
available at United States Post Offices and public
libraries around the district which spans parts of four
counties.

A Congressional office serves as the link between
the federal government and its citizens. With the
district split between Union, Middlesex, Somerset
and Essex Counties and with just two district
offices in Union and Woodbridge, it is easy to see
how some constituents would be unable to meet in
person with Congressional staff. During the cam-
paign Mr. Ferguson also spoke of doing Town Hall
Meetings.

Alexander Mirabella, the 2001 Chairman of the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders, has
announced that the board will hold four of its public
meetings at locations throughout the county “in an
effort to bring county government closer to resi-
dents.” The “on-the-road” meetings are tentatively
scheduled for March 15, June 28, September 20 and
December 13. Meeting locations will be announced
as the county provides them.

The Freeholders generally hold their meetings at
the Union County Administration Building in Eliza-
beth, the County Seat for Union County. The county

offers a wide range of services from county parks to
human services to passport and ID cards through the
County Clerk’s office.

A portable trailer containing county information
has been made available at county events including
the summer concert series at Echo Lake Park.

We encourage county residents to take advantage
of the opportunity to meet Congressman Ferguson
and the Freeholders. As your elected officials, this is
your opportunity to hear what they have to say and
ask any questions you may have.

Westfield’s newest mayor, Gregory S. McDermott
has said he will bring the town’s various boards and
commiss ions
and non-profit
groups before
the Town Coun-
cil at public
meetings this
year. This is an
effort not only to
promote what
these various en-
tities do but to
inform residents
of every aspect
of town govern-
ment and of the
importance of
groups like The
Westfield Foun-
dation.

DAPPER DON

John Gotti, the reputed Mafia boss,
has been given the alliterative Dap-
per Don sobriquet by the nation’s
press. The first part of this nickname,
dapper, meaning neat and trim, smart,
as well as small and active, is derived
from a Middle English word mean-
ing nimble and strong. Mr. Gotti is
all of the above. He certainly liked to
don (a word that combines do and on
and means to put on garments) nice
clothing, and he was always neatly
attired.

The Don in Dapper Don is a Mafia
holdover from the old world. In Spain,
Don is a title of respect like Mr. or
Sir. In Italy the capitalized form is
used to address a priest, and when
lower cased it is a title of respect for
a man of importance. This Don can
be traced back to the latin dominus,
master of a domus, house.

What Happened to Family Hour
During Prime Time TV Viewing?

By DEBORAH MADISON
Far be it from me to squelch anyone’s

First Amendment rights, but lately, I’m
appalled by what I see and hear on TV.
I must be getting old, because in the last
year or so, I have found myself fre-
quently saying, “I can’t believe they’re
showing that during prime time.”

More than a dozen times, I’ve had to
send my kids out of the room or switch
channels because of the sexually ex-
plicit content of so called, “family hour”
prime time shows. Even conservative
CBS has made me blush more than once
in front of my kids. And it’s not just
graphic sex scenes and nudity, but the
plethora of sexual innuendoes and refer-
ences to sex acts that seem to be domi-
nating family hour sitcoms and dramas
that make me cringe. After the 10th
reference to genitalia, it’s not even funny
anymore.

I suppose ever since our nation’s leader
made oral sex a household word, the
networks decided that if it was good
enough for the six o’clock news, then it
was fair game for them.

Even Nick at Nite, the evening pro-
gramming on Nickelodeon, a station with
programming supposedly just for kids,
has been stepping over where any rea-
sonable parent would draw the line.

Have you ever watched “Happy
Days?” The show is primarily focused
on teenage boys trying to lose their vir-
ginity and discussing the best ways to
make that happen. Is this the best we can
do for our kids?

Adultery has always been a saucy plot
for daytime soap operas to prime time,
made for TV psycho-dramas, but it was
usually presented in the disparaging light
it deserved.

Now, it has become the main ingredi-
ent in a game show, of sorts, called “Temp-
tation Island,” which premiered last night
on FOX. “Temptation  Island,” according
to the show’s Website ad, “is a provoca-
tive new reality-based show produced by
Rocket Science Laboratories. Four un-
married, but seriously committed couples,
at a crossroads in their relationships and
30 singles, that are looking for love,
travel to an exotic location to test the
waters of temptation.”

It is a place where unmarried, but
committed couples go to test their fidel-
ity, while enticing adversaries make a
concerted effort to tempt them into cheat-

ing on their mates.
Are we that amoral, that monogamy

has become a joke and infidelity nothing
more than a sport? Am I the only one
bothered by this?

Will this show be sponsored by con-
dom ads and wine coolers? How about
divorce lawyers?

The tobacco companies were checked
in their attempts to lure young children
into a detrimental habit when they were
barred from using Joe Camel to promote
smoking. Is it appropriate for the net-
works to be lauding promiscuity using
“The Simpsons” and “King of the Hill”
to promote a laissez-faire attitude about
sex and adultery?

I hope the FOX Network has sense
enough to show a few AIDS prevention
commercials during “Temptation Is-
land.” Perhaps they could get Bill and
Monica to narrate an ad listing the dan-
gers of unprotected sex. Now that would
be funny!

*  *  *  *  *
Deborah Madison is a freelance writer

for The Westfield Leader and The Times
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

DiFrancesco Thanked for Posting
S Corporations Tax Relief Bill

Editor’s Note: The following letter
was sent to New Jersey State Senate
President Donald T, DiFrancesco and
copied to The Westfield Leader and The
Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

*  *  *  *  *
On behalf of the National Federation

of Independent Business (NFIB) and its
more than 11,000 members, I wanted to
thank you for your assistance on the S
Corporation tax cut.

As you know, the legislation elimi-
nates the corporation business tax on
regular income of S corporations. Sub-
chapter S of the federal Internal Rev-
enue Code allows a corporation with 75
or fewer shareholders to elect special tax
treatment, including the exemption of
most of its income from taxation at the

corporate level.
For NFIB, this means that more than

60 percent of our members will gain
some deserved relief, if the Governor
signs the bill into law.

As you recall, in 1998 Governor
Whitman pocket vetoed the legislation,
sending a mixed signal to the small-
business community. The bill was then
quickly reintroduced by Senator Tony
Bucco and Assemblyman Guy Gregg
and quickly moved through the commit-
tee process, again.

Now we are again close to sending
this bill to the Governor’s desk, given
that you have decided to post the bill on
December 18, 2000. NFIB graciously
thanks you for your unwavering support
of small-business.

Rob Tartaglia
State Director, NFIB/NJ

Trenton
Westfield Fire Chief Commends

Emergency Crews for Storm Efforts
I would like to take this opportunity to

express my sincere congratulations to
our Public Works, Police and Fire De-
partments for their outstanding efforts in
the clean up of our town during the snow
storm on Saturday, December 30.

As Fire Chief it was mandatory that I
be certain that our apparatus be available
to serve every citizen of Westfield. Our
department worked continuously during
the day and into the night, not only
making certain that we had a clear path
to send out our trucks, but also con-
stantly sending out crews throughout the
town to make sure all fire hydrants were

cleared and visible so as to be available
if immediately required.

Through the efforts of both the Public
Works Department, who had crews work-
ing throughout the weekend, and the
Police Department, our town was safe
and under control throughout the dura-
tion of the storm and afterward.

All of these departments are to be
commended for their efficient and pro-
fessional actions which lessened the haz-
ards normally associated with a storm of
this magnitude.

John Castellano
Westfield Fire Chief

Roosevelt Concert
Should Have Included

Christmas Musical Pieces
I was greatly looking forward to at-

tending the winter concert at Roosevelt
Intermediate School on Thursday, De-
cember 14. It is always a pleasure to see
the students perform in such a setting.

My joyful anticipation was quickly
dissolved when I began to look over the
program of the evening’s musical selec-
tions. While it was a high quality collec-
tion of musical pieces, and the students
performed them admirably, the imbal-
ance of the selections was obvious.

In spite of the fact that the vest majority
of Americans celebrate the Advent sea-
son, there was not one musical piece cel-
ebrating the true meaning of Christmas.

While I would not expect Roosevelt
Intermediate School to provide for door-
to-door caroling, I do not think that
performing a musical piece or two cel-
ebrating the birth of Christ would have
been inappropriate.

It may even have been greatly appre-
ciated.

Kent R. Lorentzen
Westfield

Runner Recalls Dangerous Incident
With Motorist on North Avenue

After reading about the woman who
was killed while crossing North Avenue in
Westfield, I felt that I had to write a letter
to your paper, and tell you what happened
to me on that very same roadway.

On Saturday, December 2, I was on
my morning run with my running part-
ner, good friend and fellow mother of
two grade school boys. We were running
on North Avenue, facing on-coming traf-
fic, passing in front of Lord & Taylor,
when a car swerved as if to deliberately
hit us and then swerved away. Then the
driver and his small child (who was
riding in the front seat next to him) broke
out in hysterical laughter. Is this funny?
Is this something a father should be
teaching his child? The two of us had to
jump up onto the curb to avoid getting hit
by his car.

When we both arrived home and told

our husbands this story, they were both
very upset with us that we didn’t get this
car’s license plate number. (One of our
husbands is also a local police lieutenant.)
But things like this happen “too fast.”

When people say “what is wrong with
the kids today?,” I say, look at what
parents are teaching their children. That
it is funny to run down pedestrians on
our roadways.

I am writing this letter in the hope that
the driver reads this. I hope all parents
who read this take a moment to reflect on
the lessons we teach our children by
example. Throughout this coming year,
let us all look at ourselves and ask, what
can we all do to be better parents to our
children?

Linda Michak
Scotch Plains

Fred K. Lecomte
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