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Borough Honors Its Men In Blue
During Police Awards Ceremony

Inna Bruter for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MOVING UP THE RANK...Mountainside Police Corporal Andrew Sullivan is
promoted to the rank of Sergeant by Police Chief James Debbie, Jr., during last
week’s Borough Council reorganization meeting.

By INNA BRUTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE —
Mountainside honored its men in
blue at the police awards ceremony
held at the reorganization meeting of
the borough’s governing body on
January 9.

Police Chief James Debbie, Jr. gave
out the awards for outstanding
achievement for what he declared
had been a very busy year.

Sergeant Alan Attanasio and Corpo-
ral Thomas Murphy received com-
mendations for their April 14 arrest of
a man who was discovered prying a
crowbar into the Spanish Tavern’s of-
fice safe at 5 a.m. Chief Debbie noted
that if not for the actions of the officers,
the encounter could have escalated
into a life-and-death situation.

The man, who was just one month
out of jail on a previous burglary
conviction, is now serving a 17-year

prison sentence for burglary.
Patrolman Thomas Norton, Patrol-

man John Philippakos and Lieuten-
ant Todd Turner received commen-
dations for saving the life of an eld-
erly heart attack victim on June 29
with the help of a device that the
police had acquired only two weeks
earlier: a defibrillator. The victim’s
heart attack was brought on during a
struggle with his son, who was ar-
rested and charged with assault and
domestic violence. He has not been
bailed out of jail yet.

Patrolman Richard Antonacci,
Corporal Kenneth Capobianco, Pa-
trolman Stephen DeVito, Sergeant
Joseph Giannuzzi and Corporal
Murphy received commendations for
saving the life of a man who was
found unconscious in his home on
July 10. The police officers used a
defibrillator to start his heart.

Patrolman Antonacci and Sergeant
Giannuzzi received commendations
for saving the life of a woman in
cardiac arrest on October 15. The
officers employed a defibrillator in
this case as well.

The Mountainside Police Depart-
ment currently owns two
defibrillators. The first was purchased
by the borough, and the second was
acquired through a state grant. These
life-saving devices are used to jump-
start a heart that has stopped beating.

After the police awards, James
Urban was sworn in to the position of
Patrolman. Corporal Andrew Sullivan
was promoted to Sergeant, and Pa-
trolman Kevin Betyeman was ad-
vanced to the rank of Corporal.

Ferguson Takes Oath As Newest
Congressman From Seventh District

MADD Seeks People
To Make Donations

Of Unwanted Vehicles
AREA – Mothers Against Drunk

Driving (MADD) in New Jersey have
has announced that people may do-
nate their unwanted motor vehicles
to the organization.

MADD will pick up almost any
car that is in operating condition.
However, cars below 1980 will not
be accepted.

The vehicles need to be intact and
the Certificate of Title must be pre-
sented at the time of pickup.

MADD will benefit from the sale
of each vehicle, and the person do-
nating it may also be able to claim a
tax deduction if they itemize their
taxes.

The Internal Revenue Service re-
quires the donor to determine the fair
market value of a vehicle.

For more information, please call
(800) 720-6233.

Union County Clerk Named
To National Steering Committee

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Michael
A. Ferguson was officially sworn in as
the newest Congressman represent-
ing the Seventh District on January 3.

Mr. Ferguson follows fellow Re-
publicans Matthew Rinaldo and Bob
Franks in representing the district.
He defeated Democrat Maryanne S.
Connelly in the November election
after fighting off three opponents,
including Tom Kean Jr. of Westfield,
son of the former Governor, to win
the Republican nomination last June.

During a phone interview with The
Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood on Friday,
the new Congressman said his focus
will be on improving public school
education, lowering taxes for work-
ing families and enacting gun safety
measures, particularly as it relates to
kids.

“I’m deeply honored to represent
New Jersey in Congress, and I pledge
to be a strong voice for the common-
sense, mainstream issues that are
important to New Jersey families,”
Mr. Ferguson said in a statement
released by his Congressional office
after he took the oath of office.

Mr. Ferguson was appointed on
Friday to the House Financial Ser-
vices and Transportation and Infra-
structure Committees. The Finan-
cial Services panel, previously the
Banking Committee, will see an ex-
panded role this year in the 107th
Congress, with securities and insur-
ance issues added to its banking fo-
cus. The Financial Services

Committee’s jurisdiction also in-
cludes deposit insurance, federal
monetary policy, bank capital mar-
kets, activities, international finan-
cial and monetary organizations and
urban development.

The Transportation Committee
oversees the nation’s highway, avia-
tion, rail and maritime transporta-
tion systems. It also authorizes fund-
ing for construction of environmen-
tal infrastructure. Mr. Ferguson was
also named to the Small Business
Committee.

Seeking to strike a bipartisan tone
in the Congress, Mr. Ferguson said
he had lunch with U.S. Senator Rob-
ert G. Torricelli (D-N.J.) last week to
discuss issues that they could both
support.

“I firmly believe bipartisan con-
sensus and cooperation will be the
keys to enacting commonsense re-
forms, and I pledge to work with
Republicans and Democrats to find
that bipartisan consensus and coop-
eration,” Congressman Ferguson
stated upon being sworn in to his first
two-year term in the House of Repre-
sentatives.

Mr. Ferguson, a resident of War-
ren, has set up his District and Wash-
ington D.C. offices.

Deputy Chief of Staff Brian

Donahue, who served as Mr. Ferguson’s
Deputy Campaign Manager, will run
the district office at 2333 Morris Av-
enue, Suite B8 in Union, the same one
that was used by Mr. Ferguson’s prede-
cessor, Bob Franks.

His Washington D.C. office is
Room 214 of the Cannon Building,
located on First Street.

Mr. Donahue said Congressman
Ferguson or his staff will be avail-
able at public libraries and post of-
fices in an effort to make the Con-
gressional office more accessible to
constituents. The district covers parts
of Essex, Middlesex, Somerset and
Union Counties, with a combined
population of 600,000.

A graduate of George Washington
University in Washington, Mr.
Donahue worked in the Vermont
governor’s race prior to joining the
Ferguson for Congress campaign last
year.

Chris Jones, who served as Chief of
Staff for former Congressman David
McIntosh (R-Ind.), has been hired by
Mr. Ferguson in the same role.

Following the swearing-in cer-
emony at the Capitol last week, Mr.
Ferguson’s wife, Maureen, hosted a
reception for more than 200 support-
ers who traveled to Washington from
the District.

ELIZABETH — Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi was recently
appointed to serve as a member of the
National Association of Counties’
(NACO) Community and Economic
Development Steering Committee by
NACO President Jane Hague.

NACO’s 11 steering committees
form the policy-making arm of the
association. Each committee is com-
prised of 60 to 90 county officials
who meet several times during the
year to examine issues critical to
local government.

The Community and Economic
Development Steering Committee

focuses on general community de-
velopment and redevelopment; resi-
dential, commercial and industrial
development; housing programs;
building and housing codes; subdivi-
sion regulation, and public works
and economic development.

The steering committee’s recom-
mendations on legislative policies
and goals are presented by NACO’s
membership during the association’s
annual conference. If approved, the
recommendations become part of the
American County Platform which is
the basis of NACO’s efforts in repre-
senting counties before Congress and
the White House.

Ms. Rajoppi, who previously served
on the Intergovernmental Commit-
tee, has been an active participant in
NACO since she served as Freeholder
Chairman in 1980. She is a former
State President of the Association of
Counties in New Jersey, a state branch
of the national association.

The New Jersey Association of
Counties represents county govern-
ment and is comprised of county
freeholders and county constitutional
officers. She is also former State
President of the Constitutional Of-
ficers Association of New Jersey,
which represents county clerks, sher-
iffs, surrogates and registers of deeds.
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WITH MAESTRO DAVID WROE
WESTFIELD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

AND

UMOJA DANCE COMPANY
ORDER NOW (908) 232-9400

www.westfieldnj.com

Offer Expires 10-31-00

Call Today!
908.654.4100

or
1.800.730.1234

Offer Expires 1-15-01

Holiday Store Hours:
Mon, Tue & Wed – 9am to 7pm • Thur –  9am to 8pm • Fri –  9am to 5:30pm • Sat – 10am to 6:30pm • Sun – Noon to 4pm
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Additional Plans Available. $25 activation fee required. All plans require the purchase of a digital multi-network  phone. Plans and offers are based on a new activation. Other terms and conditions apply. See store for details
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Visit Our Virtual Store at www.cellsig.com
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