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Mr. Whitaker, Mrs. Wood Sworn Into Office
During Reorganization Meeting in Fanwood

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

With some 50 well-wishers look-
ing on, Fanwood Borough Council
President Joel Whitaker and new
Councilwoman Carol Wood were
sworn into office shortly after noon
New Year’s Day during the annual
reorganization meeting of the gov-
erning body.

Both Republicans, Mr. Whitaker
is now in his second term on the
council, while Mrs. Wood is a first-
time representative. She succeeded
Democratic Councilwoman
Cynthia Swindlehurst, who served
out the un-expired term of former
Councilman William E. Populus,
Jr., from March through December
31.

The victory by Councilman
Whitaker and Counci lwoman
Wood over Ms. Swindlehurst and
her running mate, Matthew
Glennon, in the November 7 Gen-
eral Election widened the GOP’s
majority on the governing body
from 4-3 to 5-2, including the
Mayor’s seat.

Assemblyman Richard H. Bagger

(R-22nd) administered the oath of of-
fice to both Mr. Whitaker and Mrs.
Wood following the invocation by the
Reverend John F. Kennedy, Pastor of
the Immaculate Heart of Mary Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.

Among those on hand to witness
the event were former Fanwood May-
ors Theodore “Ted” Trumpp and
Linda d. Stender, now a Union County
Freeholder, along with Republican
Congressman Michael A. Ferguson.

Mr. Ferguson defeated Maryanne
S. Connelly, another former Mayor of
Fanwood, last November in a contest
to replace longtime Congressman
Bob Franks in the United States House
of Representatives.

Councilman Whitaker was joined
by his wife, Donna, and daughters
Anne, 11, and Melissa, 6, for the cer-
emony. Accompanying Mrs. Wood
were her husband, Lewis; her mother,
Lois Lee Keller; her sister, Nancy
Maher, and her nephew, Patrick Maher.

In a departure from custom, Demo-
cratic Councilwomen Karen M.
Schurtz and Katherine Mitchell
joined their Republican colleagues
in supporting Councilman Stuart

Kline’s nomination of Mr. Whitaker
to continue as Council President. The
nomination had been seconded by
Councilman Thomas P. Ryan, Jr.

Traditionally, council members
have voted against the nomination of
a member of the opposing party to
serve as Council President.

However, representatives from both
sides of the political aisle concurred
that Mr. Whitaker had demonstrated
leadership and commitment since first
being named to the position last Janu-
ary, particularly in helping to guide
the borough’s newly-adopted, revised
Land Use Ordinance to fruition.

Prior to the council’s unanimous vote
in favor of Councilman Whitaker, Mrs.
Schurtz remarked that he had done “an
admirable job and has reached out to
keep us informed.”

Mr. Whitaker was also reappointed
to a one-year term as the governing
body’s representative to the Fanwood
Planning Board. Llewyellen Fisher was
likewise reappointed as the council’s
representative to the Union County
Revenue Sharing Committee.

In his address to the community,
Mayor Louis C. Jung congratulated

Mr. Whitaker and Mrs. Wood on being
named to the council, while also prais-
ing the service of Ms. Swindlehurst.

“Cindy worked very hard in a dedi-
cated manner and made many contri-
butions, including a detailed review
of the revised Land Use Ordinance
and as a member of the Fanny Wood
Day Committee,” he said.

During his recap of the year 2000 in
the borough, Mayor Jung commented
that, in his opinion, the governing
body “worked very well in a biparti-
san manner for the betterment of
Fanwood.”

Among the highlights he cited, in
addition to the Land Use Ordinance,
were the ongoing implementation of
the downtown streetscape initiative;
the launch of the Fanwood Business
and Professional Association, and
completed renovations to the
Fanwood Memorial Library and the
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Denial of Hovnanian Proposal, Marks
Victory Over Samuel In Mayor’s Race

Rounded Out News Cycle in 2000
Editor’s Note: The following is a

summary of news events in Scotch
Plains, as reported by The Times, that
occurred during the second half of
2000.

*  *  *  *  *
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times

JULY
A Scotch Plains family hosted a

Sunday afternoon fundraiser for Vice
President Al Gore.

The State Department of Transpor-
tation put forth a plan to construct a
new bridge over Route 22 in Scotch
Plains to directly-link Park Avenue
and Bonnie Burn Road and pressed
the township government to give its
assent to the project as soon as pos-
sible. Several members of the Coun-
cil, however, expressed misgivings
about the wisdom of going forth with
a new bridge and said extensive dis-
cussions with local residents and
neighboring towns would have to
take place before any final decision
was made.

The township Planning Board de-

nied an application by real estate
developer K. Hovnanian to build a
100-unit townhouse development on
a tract of land on Union Avenue near
the Scotch Plains-Watchung border.
In rejecting the plan, the Planning
Board cited potential flooding con-
cerns as one of its primary reasons.

The Hetfield Bridge was closed to
traffic late in the month while it was
repaired and resurfaced.

AUGUST
Extensive improvements to Kramer

Manor Park, including new fencing,
irrigation systems and sod as well as
a new modular playground, were com-
pleted.

SEPTEMBER
Scotch Plains’ participation in the

Union County S.L.A.P. (Sheriff’s La-
bor Assistance Program) started in
mid-month. The program, which
makes nonviolent offenders available
to localities to perform certain jobs,
will be shared locally by Scotch
Plains, Westfield and Clark in two-
week cycles.

Downtown revitalization efforts

took a big step forward when the
Township Council passed a resolu-
tion authorizing the township to en-
ter into an agreement with PSE&G to
purchase utility poles and lamps in
connection with the downtown
streetscape plan. Councilwoman
Samuel said 93 lights will top about
80 new poles in the central business
district. The design of the green-col-
ored poles will be the same as the
lighting poles presently located on
the Village Green, she said, and the
cost of the new fixtures will not ex-
ceed $161,500.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School graduate Scott Goldblatt won
a silver medal in swimming at the
Summer Olympic Games in Sydney,
Australia. He was honored by town-
ship officials in October.

The township was stunned by the
untimely death late in the month of
Democratic Councilman Tarquin Jay
Bromley, who was in the middle of his
first term on the Council.

OCTOBER
Mayor Marks proposed an ordi-

nance that would establish a new
conservation zone in Scotch Plains
that would designate certain town-
ship-owned tracts of land as being
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Towns Fare Well Following Storm
That Dumped Up to 18 Inches of Snow

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

Bringing back recollections of
the Blizzard of 1996, Saturday’s
last-storm-of-the-millennium,
dumped more than a foot of snow on
Central New Jersey and much of the
Eastern Seaboard.

Two major storm systems col-
lided in the South, made their way
up the coast, and blanketed Central
New Jersey four hours earlier than
expected, starting at 4 a.m., instead
of as predicted at 8 a.m. Many local
communities reported 18 or more
inches, while some topped two feet.

The snow fell heavily for most of
the day, faster than two inches per
hour at times, tapering off around 3
p.m. Winds, exceeding 30 miles per
hour, created blizzard-like condi-
tions and caused snowdrifts deeper
than four feet in some areas. Bitter
cold northern air then swooped down
on New Jersey by nightfall, plum-
meting temperatures into the single
digits, creating hazardous driving
conditions on the ice-packed roads.

With ample warning that this was
going to be a big one, many area
residents flocked to supermarkets
and department stores on Friday
afternoon to stock up on groceries
and emergency supplies. Items such
as shovels, rock salt and flashlights
flew off the shelves, as residents
anticipated being snowed-in.

Local Public Works Departments
had plenty of time to organize sup-
plies and manpower. Westfield’s

Department of Public Works (DPW)
had 20 employees plus 10 private
contractors on standby, waiting for
the storm to hit. Road Supervisor,
Thomas McCoy reported that he had
enough trucks and workers to place a
plow in each of 24 areas of Westfield
to keep the roads passable.

After the storm, DPW Superinten-

dent Dan Kelly reported that Westfield
used more than 200 tons of salt dur-
ing 20 hours of plowing. The official
count for Westfield was 18 inches of
snow.

Westfield Police Lieutenant John
M. Parizeau reported that there were
two minor accidents and multiple
calls concerning disabled vehicles

as a result of the storm.
Fanwood’s DPW Director, Ray

Manfra said that Fanwood began
salting at 4 a.m. and used more
than 50 tons of salt. All of
Fanwood’s seven crew members
were out until 11 p.m. on Satur-

Open Government
Continues as Theme
For Mayor Marks

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Republican Martin L. Marks was
sworn in on New Year’s Day to a
four-year term as Mayor of Scotch
Plains and promised to continue
striving to keep property taxes low
as well as to expand on his “open
government” theme and to make
further progress on downtown de-
velopment, parks and open space
and senior citizens issues.

Before an overflow crowd at the
Municipal Building, Mr. Marks, the
township’s first directly-elected
mayor, took his oath from State Sen-
ate President and Acting Governor
Donald T. DiFrancesco of Scotch
Plains (R-22nd). The Mayor’s run-
ning mate in last fall’s election,
Paulette Coronato, also took the oath
from Mr. DiFrancesco to begin her
four-year term as a member of the
Township Council.

The 2001 governing body be-
gins the year with three Republi-
cans — Mayor Marks, Mrs.
Coronato and Frank Rossi, who
was chosen as Deputy Mayor —
and two Democrats — Geri M.
Samuel and Sharynn Porter. Mrs.
Samuel was unable to attend the
Council’s reorganization meeting
on Monday afternoon because, due
to last weekend’s heavy snowfall,
she was unable to return home from

an out-of-state trip.
In his initial remarks, Mayor Marks

said that, “though 2000 was a banner
year for Scotch Plains,” a number of
new as well as still-unresolved issues
promise to make the new year a busy
and interesting one for the Council.
He began his speech by paying trib-
ute to Mr. DiFrancesco’s coming as-
cendancy to the acting governorship.
He then put in words of support for
Mr. DiFrancesco’s proposed legisla-
tion that would provide some prop-
erty tax relief to taxpayers and in-
crease the level of municipal aid to
towns in what the mayor said would
be “a direct means for us to stabilize
local property taxes.”

Turning to matters closer to home,
Mr. Marks reminded residents that,
thanks to a large surplus last year,
municipal property taxes were fro-
zen in 2000 for the first time in 25
years. While cautioning that it was
still “a little premature” to begin
discussions of the 2001 tax levy,
the mayor did seem to say that simi-
lar fiscal conditions this year would
result in a similar decision on local
property taxes.

“Rest assured that this council’s
philosophy on the use of a respon-
sible portion of the budget surplus
to offset increases in expenditures
will be consistent with what it was
in 2000,” Mayor Marks stated.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
A NEW ERA BEGINS…Martin L. Marks, the first-ever elected Mayor of Scotch
Plains, shares the dais New Years Day with Township Councilwoman and fellow
Republican Paulette Coronato during the governing body’s annual reorganiza-
tion meeting.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
FAMILY AFFAIR…Assemblyman Richard H. Bagger administers the oath of office to Councilwoman Carol Wood, second
from left, during the annual reorganization meeting of Fanwood’s governing body New Year’s Day. Mrs. Wood’s family
members, pictured left to right, are: her mother, Lois Lee Keller; her sister, Nancy Maher; her husband, Lewis Wood, and
her nephew, Patrick Maher.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
PLOWING THROUGH…While the tall evergreen trees held Saturday’s snow upon their sturdy branches, this yellow
tractor traveled through the streets of Scotch Plains erasing snow.
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Fanwood
Reorganization

Meeting
Hetfield Avenue Bridge.

He also noted the replacement of
300 sidewalk squares that had been
damaged by borough trees and the
creation of a shared services com-
mittee, with representatives from
Fanwood, Scotch Plains and the
district’s Board of Education.

Mr. Jung said the borough’s pri-
orities for the coming year would
include continuation of the
streetscape effort; the anticipated
adoption of a downtown redevel-
opment plan; NJ Transit’s upgrad-
ing of south side parking facilities
at the Fanwood train station and
improvements to the borough’s two
parks.

He also listed exploration of
grants and other funding sources;
continued investigation of shared
services opportunities; the open-
ing of the Watson Road pocket
park and an updating of the
borough’s Website as major goals
for Fanwood in 2001.

During the meeting, it was an-
nounced that council agenda ses-
sions and regular council meet-
ings will continue to be held on the
first Wednesday and second Thurs-
day of each month, respectively.

Exceptions will be the July 5
agenda meeting, which will take
place on a Thursday because of the
holiday the day before, and No-
vember 15, which is the third
Thursday of the month.

The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood was named as one of the
official media for borough adver-
tising again this year.

Standing council committees
will be chaired by the following
individuals: Administration and
Finance, Mr. Kline; Public Safety,
Mrs. Schurtz; Public Works, Mrs.
Wood; Land Use and Historic Pres-
ervation, Mr. Whitaker; Education,
Health and Welfare, Ms. Mitchell,
and Recreation and Community
Services, Mr. Ryan.
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Snowstorm Blasts Our Towns
day.

“It was fortunate that it was a dry,
powdery snow, which made plow-
ing much easier,” Mr. Manfra noted.

Mr. Manfra said that he observed
several children playing in piles of
snow along the curb, while snow-
plows were out making a second
pass.

“Parents need to caution their
children that the snow plows make
two or three passes and cannot see
the kids inside curb-side piles. Play-
ing in them can be very dangerous,”
Mr. Manfra warned.

He was pleased that most resi-
dents parked in their driveways, not
on the street, making plowing easier
for the DPW, as well as leaving
residents with less snow to shovel.

Scotch Plains Director of Public
Works Walter DiNizo reported that
the Township had approximately
30 trucks out for more than 20 hours
and used approximately 100 tons
of salt to keep the roads clear.

“All of the roads, including sec-
ondary roads were plowed at least
twice,” Mr. DiNizo said.

Robert Farley, Acting Director of
Mountainside’s DPW said that the
Borough uses a private contractor
who had eight trucks out all day for
the roads, as well as three DPW
employees, who worked on the mu-
nicipal lots and sidewalks.

The Borough’s crew worked until
2 a.m. Sunday morning to clear all
of the municipal lots.

Let It Snow in ScotcLet It Snow in ScotcLet It Snow in ScotcLet It Snow in ScotcLet It Snow in Scotch Plains, Fh Plains, Fh Plains, Fh Plains, Fh Plains, Fanwood!anwood!anwood!anwood!anwood!
A Panorama of the Snowstorm on December 30, 2000

Deborah Madison for The Times
SNOW LADEN GAZEBO…The gazebo in downtown Scotch Plains was picture perfect, laced with powdered snow during
Saturday’s nearly ceaseless snowfall. Meanwhile, the streets resembled a postcard scene, keeping residents homebound to
appreciate the scenery.

Deborah Madison for The Times
A VILLAGE OF WHITE WONDER...The Stage House Village in Scotch Plains was a vision of icicles, holiday wreaths and
piles of newly-fallen snow.

Deborah Madison for The Times
ANGELS IN THE SNOW...Frolicking in the snow was the order of the day last
weekend as Scotch Plains residents took advantage of the heaps of snow in front
of their home.

Fanwood Board Gives
Okay to Bank Branch

By BRIAN JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Plan-
ning Board gave its approval De-
cember 27 to the opening of a Com-
merce Bank branch in the borough
at the conclusion of a hearing which
began on December 18.

The bank will be located at 580 and
590 North Avenue, at the corner of
Hetfield Avenue, which has been oc-
cupied by Today’s Delight, a dough-
nut shop, and a one-and-a-half story
building on the adjacent lot.

The owners of the popular eatery
closed their doors due to construc-
tion on the nearby train trestle, which
took place over the course of sev-
eral months during 2000, and have
now decided to sell the property.

Despite the absence of one Plan-
ning Board member, Commerce
Bank attorney Jeffrey B. Lehrer
agreed to have the board vote on the
building site plan. The bank will
present a separate application at a
later date for an identifying logo
that is used by the company.

In compliance with board stipu-
lations, Commerce Bank has agreed
to connecting sidewalks for the
bank property and nearby Quick
Chek; additional bank parking on

the Quick Chek lot, and elimina-
tion of free-standing signage.

At the meeting, Mr. Lehrer sought
variances for a ground-mounted
sign; a specific parking plan and a
20-foot entrance, for which the board
granted approval.

According to Brett Skapense, a
Bowling Engineering representa-
tive who testified on behalf of the
applicant, plans are in order for
parking lot lighting that will be
timed to shut off one hour after the
bank is closed. There will also be a
heavy emphasis on an appealing
landscape environment.

Mr. Skapense’s plans include de-
signs for safe and efficient ingress
and egress to and from the bank
property, a concern which board
members had expressed during the
first hearing.

Turn deterrent curbs and traffic
signs are being arranged for the
bank’s property. In addition, a chain
link fence will be erected along the
rear of the lot.

Board members commented dur-
ing the evening on Commerce
Bank’s “good business philoso-
phy.” They also expressed a desire
for “a happy medium with Com-
merce Bank.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scotch Plains
Year in Review
off-limits to development of any sort—
be it residential or commercial or even
the development of a new park. The
new zone, the Mayor said, would set
aside land that “you could not do any-
thing with. It would be left in its pristine
state.”

The candidates for Mayor and Coun-
cil took part in two televised debates—
one sponsored by The Times and the
League of Women Voters and one spon-
sored by the Scotch Plains Business
and Professional Association—that ad-
dressed issues including local property
taxes, downtown development and
parks and open space.

The township’s official website—
www.scotchplains.com—debuted.

Democrat Sharynn Porter was ap-
pointed to the Township Council to fill
the seat left vacant by the death of Mr.
Bromley. She was the first African-
American to ever serve on the Council
and will remain on the governing body
until a special election is held next year.

Two weeks before the mayoral elec-
tion, Democratic Councilwoman
Samuel announced her opposition to
Mayor Marks’ conservation zone pro-
posal, calling it “nothing but political
grandstanding,” and criticized the
Mayor for hastily wanting to pass an
ordinance creating the new zone.

NOVEMBER
Mayor Marks won a comfortable

victory over Councilwoman Samuel in
the township’s first direct mayoral elec-
tion, while Mrs. Coronato defeated Mr.
Tripet for the open council seat, thus
ensuring continued Republican con-
trol of the Township Council.

The Council approved an ordinance
establishing a new conservation zone.
The three Republicans voted to ap-
prove the ordinance, while Democratic
Councilwomen Samuel and Porter ab-
stained from the vote. This led to Town-
ship Attorney Douglas Hansen research-
ing whether a super-majority was re-
quired to approve this ordinance. The
following week, Mr. Hansen reported
to the Council that a simple majority
was sufficient to pass the ordinance.

The State Department of Transporta-
tion (DOT) met with township govern-
ment officials and members of the pub-
lic to explain its proposal for a new
bridge spanning Route 22. Mayor
Marks said he favored having another,
more extensive meeting between the
DOT and the public early in 2001 be-
fore the Council decides whether to
proceed with the project.

DECEMBER
The Council passed a resolution au-

thorizing the Mayor and the Township
Clerk to sign an agreement with United
National Bank for the creation of a
Scotch Plains affinity credit card that
will be marketed solely by the DECA
organization at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School as part of that group’s
activities.

Member of the Council and the
public paid tribute to retiring Repub-
lican Councilman William F.
McClintock and retiring Parks and
Recreation director Laura Botto at
the governing body’s final meeting
of the year. Earlier in the month, Mr.
McClintock and Township Manager
Thomas E. Atkins were honored by
the New Jersey Municipal Manage-
ment Association.

K. Hovnanian’s appeal of the Plan-
ning Board’s rejection of its townhouse
proposal was heard by the State Supe-
rior Court late in the month.

Most municipalities had all of
the main arteries cleared by Sunday
morning, although many of the sec-
ondary and tertiary roads were still
clogged with varying amounts of
snow, slush and ice, throughout the
weekend.

Mr. Manfra explained that the rea-
son why many secondary roads ap-
pear to have so much snow left is
because of limited traffic compared
to the main arteries.

“Traffic tends to melt the snow
faster and the secondary roads just
don’t get enough traffic to clear
them,” Mr. Manfra explained.

Although there were no reported
utility outages, police departments
in local communities reported an
increase in disabled vehicles stuck
in the snow, but fewer than normal
accidents.

“Knowing that the storm was ar-
riving, most people stayed home,”
reported Chief Robert Carboy of
the Fanwood Police Department.

Studying worldwide weather pat-
terns, climatologists at the National
Weather Service (NWS) predict a
very stormy and snow-packed win-
ter. The warming effects over the
past three years caused by El Niño
have dissipated, which will bring
about a return to more severe and
colder winters, according to the
NWS Website.

Another storm, estimated to bring
a few more inches of snow, is ex-
pected to arrive by Friday.

All of the News
At Your Fingertips:
www.goleader.com

Gregory McDermott Takes Reins
As Mayor and Changes Attorneys

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- Gregory S.
McDermott, who served the past three
years as First Ward Councilman, took
over the reins as Mayor of Westfield
Tuesday night, promising to deliver
on a number of campaign promises.

In front of a standing-room-only
crowd in the Town Council cham-
bers, Mr. McDermott was sworn into
office by his father, Frank X.
McDermott, a former State Senator,
Acting Governor and Union County
Republican Chairman.

Stressing a bi-partisan feel, Mayor
McDermott said his top priority
would be “to create the kind of work-
ing environment that encourages
debates, but respects differences.”

Implementation of a comprehen-
sive parking plan and improved rec-
reation fields were listed as primary
goals of Westfield’s new chief elected
official.

Also at the top of the list is the
town’s first long-term capital spend-
ing plan. In addition, Mayor
McDermott said he would establish a
rotating schedule for reports by rep-
resentatives of the various boards and
commissions in town.

Speaking of enhancing communi-
cations in town – namely TV-36 and
the town’s Website – Mayor
McDermott stated that, “It will be a
primary objective for me in 2001 to
ensure that we use every resource
available so that every resident knows
what is going on in his or her home-
town.”

Mayor McDermott said he wants to
maximize the efforts of the standing
committees of the Town Council by
streamlining their work. Along with
that, he has vowed to improve the
efficiency of Town Council meetings
to free up time for committees to meet
afterwards.

In other reorganization business,
former municipal prosecutor Rafael
Betancourt was sworn in by Superior
Court Judge John Triarsi as the new

Second Ward Councilman. He was
replaced by long-time Councilman
James J. Gruba, who opted not to run
again after nine years.

Incumbents Claire Lazarowitz,
Third Ward; Lawrence A. Goldman,
Fourth Ward, and Carl Salisbury, First
Ward, were sworn into new terms on
the governing body by Town Clerk
Bernard A. Heeney.

Meanwhile, Peter Echausse was
sworn into office as the new First
Ward Councilman, replacing Mr.
McDermott. He was selected as the
top choice among three nominees by
the Westfield Republican Town Com-
mittee last month.

During the votes for Mayoral and
Town Council appointments, the three
Democrats on the Town Council —
Mr. Salisbury, Ms. Lazarowitz and
Mr. Goldman — voted against the
appointment of Robert Cockren as
Town Attorney and Christine Nugent
as Public Defender.

Mr. Cockren served the past 14
years as an attorney for the Board of
Adjustment, while Ms. Nugent was
Public Defender in 1995 and 1996.
He resigned last week as Westfield
Republican Town Committee Chair-
man.

Mr. Salisbury said he was “puzzled”
that William S. Jeremiah, 2nd was not
re-appointed to a third year in the
post. Mr. Jeremiah had previously
served for 14 years as Planning Board
attorney.

“I’ve come to know him as a man of
the highest standards. And I’ve come
to know him as a tireless, smart, deci-
sive, honest public servant. I don’t
know what more we can ask of the
qualities for our town attorney,” com-
mented Mr. Salisbury.

Meanwhile, Mr. Goldman was
critical that Michael Diamond, a
former Democratic Town Council-
man, was not re-appointed to a fifth
year as Public Defender. He de-
scribed Mr. Diamond as an “an ex-
tremely compassionate individual.”

While wishing Mr. Jeremiah “the

very best” in his endeavors, Republi-
can Fourth Ward Councilwoman Janis
Fried Weinstein said, “we are going
to move on” with the town’s business.

Third Ward Councilman Neil F.
Sullivan, the veteran of the council,
who will serve as Acting Mayor this
year, said the comments by his Demo-
cratic council colleagues regard-
ing the appointments of the town
attorney and public defender took
him “ a bit by surprise.” He said that
Democrats did not mention their
opposition during a conference
meeting prior to the reorganization
session.

“I think, Mr. Mayor, you are put-
ting forth the best possible individual
for the position,” said Mr. Sullivan,
urging the council to “pull together”
and “move forward.”

Mayor McDermott added, “I ap-
preciated all he (Mr. Jeremiah) has
done and I hope he will be able to
continue in another role.” He said Mr.
Cockren has provided legal services
to the town and County of Union for
many years.

The three Democrats also ab-
stained on the reappointment of long-
time labor attorney Frederick Danser,
3rd.

Mr. Salisbury said that while “in all
good conscience” he could not vote
against Mr. Danser, he was “troubled”
by the fact that the labor attorney is a
law partner of Mayor McDermott’s
father.

Councilwoman Weinstein ques-
tioned why Councilman Goldman
abstained this year, when he had voted
in favor of Mr. Danser’s annual ap-
pointment the past five years. Mr.
Goldman said that no business con-
flict existed under the previous ad-
ministration of Mayor Thomas C.
Jardim.

Town Administrator Thomas Sh-
annon and Municipal Prosecutor
Brenda Cuba were re-appointed to
one-year terms. Municipal appoint-
ments are made by the mayor but
require council consent.


