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C O M P A N Y

Joseph P. Calderone, Jr., MD
Takes pleasure in announcing that

William P. Liebesman, MD

OPHTHALMOLOGY
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(908) 276-3030

has joined him in the practice of

Planning Project Is Aimed
At Boosting Culture, Economy
ELIZABETH — Leaders from

four specific community sectors re-
cently participated in focus groups
to share their experiences and ideas
on how the arts and culture contrib-
ute to sustainable economic growth
and a vibrant quality of life in Union
County.

Input was sought from local em-
ployers and members of the educa-
tion, human services and business
development sectors of the commu-
nity.

The focus groups were convened
as a component of the Union County
Cultural Planning Project, spear-
headed by the Union County Divi-
sion of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs, Department of Economic De-
velopment, and its partners: the Gate-
way Institute for Regional Develop-
ment at Kean University, the Union
County Alliance and the Union

County Economic Development
Corporation.

The project is being guided by a
Steering Committee comprised of 33
community leaders in the arts, his-
tory, education, business, economic
development, and social and human
services.

“The data gained through this phase
will lead to development of a county-
wide cultural and arts strategic plan
for Union County,” said Freeholder
Mary P. Ruotolo, Liaison to the Cul-
tural and Heritage Programs Advi-
sory Board and a member of the
Steering Committee.

For the purpose of this project,
the words “arts” and “culture” are
interchangeable and are used
broadly to include the visual, per-
forming, literary and media arts;
the humanities; history and historic
preservation; folk and ethnic art
forms, and other forms of expres-
sion that represent the diversity of
the county’s residents and myriad
communities.

“The ultimate goal of the Com-
munity Cultural Plan is to increase
the effectiveness of the arts and
cultural community as a key con-
tributor to the economic develop-
ment and overall quality of life in
the county,” said Freeholder Chair-
man Daniel P. Sullivan. “It is the
intention of this project that Union
County’s many communities and
voices will be included in the pro-
cess of assessing the current needs
and creating the county’s cultural
vision which will benefit residents,
businesses and the cultural com-
munity.”

Future components of the project
will include a survey of Union
County’s non-project cultural or-
ganizations, a survey of individual
artists, and public forums. To put
your name on the list for any of
these components, contact the Di-
vision of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs, 633 Pearl Street, Elizabeth,
New Jersey 07202; telephone (908)
558-2550, relay users may dial 1-
800-852-7899; e-mail :
mailto:scoen@unioncountynj.org.

Mountainside Viglianti Offers
Annual Report to Residents

Editor’s Note: The following is the full
text of the speech delivered Tuesday night
by Mountainside Mayor Robert Viglianti
at the Borough Council’s reorganization
meeting Tuesday night.

*  *  *  *  *
This evening, which many believe to

be the start of the new millennium, I
would like to present to you this report
describing the status of Mountainside.
Drawing from last year’s report, I will
give you an update as to what has oc-
curred in several major areas of
Mountainside’s government.

Effective this past January, our Chan-
nel 25 became full time. Channel 34 now
shows Berkeley Heights and programs
from our high school, Governor
Livingston. While Channel 34 use has
increased, there is still a lot to be accom-
plished. Thus, this evening I have created
a new board of Council members to over-
see, expand and improve this channel.

The contracts on the cell towers have
increased in the year 2000 to four compa-
nies: Sprint, Verizon, AT&T, and Voice
Stream. The four contracts together pro-
vide the Borough with over $133,000 in
revenue.

Our commuter parking lot is complete
and full. The present permit fees will not
only pay for all costs related to this lot but
will also provide a small surplus to be
used for future maintenance and repair.
As you may recall, 95 percent of the
construction costs were paid for via a
state grant. This lot provides 40 residents
with a commuter parking facility while
not taxing the rest of our community.

The lot also increased the available
parking here at Borough Hall which is
needed for the users of our Borough Hall
and our Community Room.

This past year, 40 groups used our
Community Room for a total of 902
hours. This use will increase in the com-
ing year. This year, through grants, im-
provements will be made to this room
including the addition of a restroom, a
fitness area, and a computer learning
center. With these upgrades, additional
programs will be undertaken by the Rec-
reation Department. The Recreation De-
partment also anticipates offering a vari-
ety of new programs including computer
classes, health and fitness activities, ex-
panding adult trips and introducing field
hockey programs for grades 4 and 5.

This year will also see the completion
of the renovations and maintenance of
the Library and Fire Department build-
ings. I again cry out that both the Fire
Company and the Rescue Squad are in
need of volunteers.

As I have said for the past several years
“None of us, including Mountainside,
can survive on past accomplishments.”
We must move forward and maintain our
community, as you maintain your home.
Mountainside in order to preserve its
high property values must keep up with
the times.

Last year I indicated that your Mayor
and Council were receiving a report from
Dr. Mike Disko, our Borough Engineer,
regarding maintenance and improve-
ments proposed for our roads and storm
and sanitary sewer system. We have re-
ceived Dr. Disko’s report and Council
has set in place a three-year program of
upgrading our roads and sewers.

The following is an update of this past
year’s construction progress:

1. Municipal parking lot at the Library
was completed. Cost was $196,500, us-
ing a $180,000 Grant from N.J.D.O.T.
(New Jersey Department of Transporta-
tion).

2. Reconstruction of a section of Mill
Lane and Lawrence Avenue was com-
pleted at a cost of $122,000, using a
$90,000 grant from N.J.D.O.T.

3. Reconstruction of Wood Valley Road
is complete, except for sodding. Work is
being done using a $120,000 N.J.D.O.T.
grant.

4. Four tennis courts were resurfaced.
Approximate cost was $35,000.

5. Work has been completed in im-
proving manholes and sanitary sewers to
reduce runoff water infiltration and in-
flow. This work reduces the amount of
extraneous water that enters the sewer
system and surcharges the lines. Cost
was approximately $153,600.

6. Improvements were made to the
HVAC system in the Library Meeting
room. Cost was approximately $28,500.

7. Repairs were made to the electrical
service at the Library. Cost was approxi-
mately $1,200.

8. A handicapped ramp was constructed
at the exit of the court room. The cost was
$9,500 and a grant of $7,800 was re-
ceived from the Union County Commu-
nity Development Grant program.

9. Renovations to the firehouse are
almost completed. This work included a
new gas boiler, structural improvements
and general renovations. The gas-fired
boiler cost $45,700 and the general reno-
vations about $100,000.

Some additional grants and improve-
ments have been received and include
the following:

1. The Borough has received a
$105,000 grant from N.J.D.O.T. for Sec-
tion 2 of Wood Valley Road from Old
Tote Road to Central Avenue.

2. A grant of $100,000 has been re-
ceived from Union County for an ADA
(American Disabilities Act) accessible
restroom in the Community Room, an
exercise room for seniors and others in
the Community Room, computers for
classes for seniors, and an ADA acces-
sible door at the Mountainside Library.
These items are in the process of design
and selection, at present.

3. A Union County Community De-
velopment grant for $20,000 has been
obtained for an automatic ADA acces-
sible door at the front entrance of the
Municipal Building. This project is un-
der design.

The following street projects are on
the list that we hope to complete during
the year 2001: Robin Hood Road, Bay-
berry Lane, Greenwood Road,
Tanglewood Lane, Sylvan Lane, Pros-
pect Avenue, Watchung Avenue (Library
Road), Sunny Slope (Ledgewood to
Belair), Parkway, Hillside Avenue (New
Providence Road to Mountain View,
Mountainside portion), Queen’s Lane
(section), Nottingham Way (section),
Friar Lane (section), Woodacres Drive,
Turnabout Circle, Woodacres Court,
Chattin Court, Old Tote Road, Knollwood
to Poplar), Old Tote Road (Knollwood to
Wood Valley). The following various in-
tersections are also part of the project
Grouse Lane/Fawn Ridge, Forest Hill
Way/Deer Path, Chapel Hill/Ackerman
Avenue Ackerman Avenue/Outlook
Drive, Wood Valley Road/Creek Bed,
Dunn Parkway/New Providence Road,
Cedar Avenue/Holly Hill, Holly Hill/Old
Farm Road, and Willow Road/Summit.

We also expect to repave the Fire House
parking lot.

In addition to the above work we hope
to complete about 10 assorted storm drain-
age improvements in various sections of
the Borough.

Finally, we hope to complete some
additional sanitary sewer improvements
to reduce extraneous flows due to storm
water infiltration and inflow into the sewer
system.

We presently have applications before
the New Jersey Environmental Protec-
tion Association for permits for repairs
and improvements along several stream
beds in town. As soon as all the permits
are received, bids will go out and con-
struction will commence. This should be
by late spring.

Last year the Community Pool had the
highest membership in its history. I have
received numerous compliments prais-
ing the condition of the pool and the
professionalism of the staff.

Mountainside did very well in 2000.
As a homeowner you saw your prop-
erty values reach an all-time high. You
are seeing upgrades and improvements
to your Borough’s facilities. You have
seen increases in recreation, police pro-
tection and other community services.
Mountainside is better in 2001 than
last year, however we must not stop —
we must always look to the future —
providing for our children, caring for
our seniors and recognizing that our
younger and middle-aged residents
expect a progressive community with
an excellent school system for their
children, and that all residents deserve
a fair tax rate.
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• REDUCE HEATING BILLS BY UP TO 50%
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Development of Downtown, Park Upgrades
Are Tops on Mayor of Fanwood’s Agenda

Editor’s Note: The following is the
full text of remarks delivered by
Fanwood Mayor Louis C. Jung at
Monday’s re-organizational meeting
of the Borough Council.

*  *  *  *  *
Again, Happy New Year as we be-

gin the year 2001. For all Millennium
purists, today is the real first day of the
third Millennium as measured by the
Gregorian Calendar. If things get dull
at your New Year’s Day dinner or
party, you may wish to again debate
that issue as you probably did a year
ago!

I first want to congratulate Joel
Whitaker and Carol Wood, who were
just sworn in as council members for
the next three years.

I admit a personal bias, however; I
think that voters saw that Joel worked
extremely hard the past three years —
in particular, leadership on the revised
Land Use Ordinance effort and con-
vincing the council to move forward
on his idea of the borough replacing
sidewalks damaged by borough trees,
plus serving as Council President.

Carol, through her involvement on
the YMCA Board, Rotary and various
Fanwood boards over the years, has
demonstrated her commitment to the
community. I have full confidence they
will serve Fanwood extremely well.

At the same time, I would like to
thank Cynthia Swindlehurst for serv-
ing on the council the past 10 months.
Cindy worked very hard in a dedi-
cated manner and made many contri-
butions, including a detailed review of
the revised Land Use Ordinance and
as a member of the Fanny Wood Day
Committee. We will formally recog-
nize Cindy for her council service at
the January 11 council meeting.

Cindy replaced the retiring Bill
Populus in March. The council rec-
ognized Bill at the February council
meeting for his many contributions
over his six years as councilman.

Looking back at the year 2000, I
think Fanwood had a good year.

First of all we had no storms — no
hurricane, no tornado, no serious
flooding; even our 16-inch snow
storm two days ago, the biggest in
five years, was a “kind one,” i.e., light
flakes, no wind, and on a Saturday.
Also, in my humble opinion, I think

your Mayor and council worked very
well in a bi-partisan manner for the
betterment of Fanwood.

At the risk of overlooking some-
thing, let’s reflect on some of the
accomplishments and activities in
Fanwood in 2000:

• Downtown streetscaping is well
underway — installed new sidewalks,
pavers, and foundations and electrical
conduit for 50 Victorian street lamps.

• Conceptual Downtown Redevel-
opment Plan was proposed by Bor-
ough Planner.

• New Business and Professional
Association began functioning.

• Counci1 directed Planning
Board to advise which portions of
downtown would be designated as
“Areas in Need of Redevelopment.”

• Library completed three weeks
of interior renovations and other im-
provements.

• Watson Road Pocket Park was
renamed “Carriage House Park”’ af-
ter a park naming contest.

• Hetfield Bridge repairs were com-
pleted on schedule despite some un-
planned emergency outages of Martine
Avenue Bridge at the same time.

• More than 300 sidewalk squares
damaged by borough trees were re-
placed.

• Fanwood joined with the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains and the Board
of Education to form a Shared Ser-
vices Council.

• Held fifth Annual Fanny Wood
Day.

• Dedicated a new fire truck.
• Council adopted a detailed, re-

vised Land Use Ordinance after com-
plete reviews by both council and
Planning Board.

Looking ahead to 2001, our priori-
ties will include the following:

• Downtown will be our top prior-
ity. We can’t afford for it not to be. All
recent surveys show Fanwoodians
want more and better retail stores, as
well as additional appropriate resi-
dential housing. A bigger and better
downtown brings more tax ratables
and increased home values. It also
increases community pride. Build-
ing on the bi-partisan efforts of 1999-
2000, we will complete streetscaping
behind the stores on the west side of
Martine Avenue, and on South Av-

enue, east past the Chelsea and west
to Sheelen’s Crossing.

If all goes well, we will adopt a
downtown redevelopment plan and
select a developer. In the spring and
summer, NJ Transit will be upgrad-
ing the South Avenue parking lot,
complete with new landscaping and
our Fanwood Victorian street lamps.

• Our next priority will be our two
parks. Using funds from a 1999
county park grant, a 2000 Union
County Seniors Facilities grant, and
Fanwood capital funds, our Recre-
ation Commission will be initially
overseeing projects at Forest Road
Park.

These will include a renovation
and expansion of the Forest Road
Park building and a complete up-
grading of the two ball fields. Other
projects are currently being evalu-
ated by the commission for both La
Grande and Forest Road Parks.

• Another major priority will be
grants and other funding sources. We
will leave no stone unturned as we
explore all types of funding opportu-
nities to help offset our taxes.

• We will continue to participate
in the Shared Services Council, ex-
amining how we can share and opti-
mize resources and maximize use of
our tax dollars.

• Updating our Website will be a
priority. We need to keep it more
current and interactive, e.g., posting
meeting agendas and minutes of the
council, boards and commissions.

Also in 2001, we look forward to
the opening of the Carriage House
Park in the spring and an expanded
Holiday Celebration in December,
utilizing our 61 new Victorian street
lamps, plus our sixth annual Fanny
Wood Day in late September.

I wish everyone a happy, healthy,
safe, peaceful, and prosperous new
year. May your greatest wish be the
least you receive in 2001.

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 2pm

How To Reach Us
E-Mail  - press@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail -PO Box 250, Westfield 07091
PO Box 368, Scotch Plains 07076
In Person - 50 Elm St., Westfield
1906 Bartle Avenue, Scotch Plains

For our complete editorial policies
request a copy of our Policy Guide

Submittal Formats
Photos - B/W and Color

No Panoramic or Polaroid
Typed, not handwritten
Upper and lower case

Need name & daytime phone

DONATION TO MOTHERS…To celebrate 10 years in business, the Martin
Richard Salon of Westfield recently donated 80 complimentary facials to the
Mountain Plains Mothers of Multiples. The women will be pampered with one hour
of bliss. Pictured above, left to right, are:  Martin Richard,  Mary Ellen Busardo, Vice-
President of the organization; and Jacqueline Bass, President. Mothers of Multiples
offers educational and other programs to mothers of twins, triplets and other
multiples.

Maria�s Scotch Plains
 Best Kept Secret !

Homemade Ravoili • Pasta Entreés • Pizza
Lunch & Dinner Specials � Open Sundays 4-9 p.m.
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