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Arts & Entertainment

Lively Vibes Will Quake
At Cranford High School

CRANFORD � On Friday, Janu-
ary 12, Cranford High School will
present a l ive performance by
Shady Groove, an eclectic impro-
visational quartet from Central New
Jersey.

Shady Groove has been perform-
ing together professionally for three
years at a variety of venues ex-
tending up and down the East Coast.

Two of the members of the
band, brothers John Soltis and Chris
Soltis, graduated from Cranford
High School in 1995. They later
paired up with Barry Karsh and
Josh Sternberg to form the ener-
getic sound of Shady Groove in
1997.

The band features John Soltis on
bass guitar, Chris Soltis on lead
guitar, Josh Sternberg on rhythm
guitar and Barry Karsh on drums.

Shady Groove has built a reper-
toire of over 50 original songs,
ranging in style from jazz and funk
to blues, rock and country. A
unique island flavor is occasionally
added to the mix.

The ensemble has also demon-
strated its ability to cover songs
from bands like Pfish and The
Grateful Dead, which might be
blended into the repertoire at the
Cranford High School concert.

The evening�s performance will
also feature interaction with the
CHS Jazz Ensemble.

GROOVY TUNES�On Friday, January 12, Cranford High School will
present a live performance by Shady Groove, an eclectic improvisational
quartet from Central New Jersey. The band features John Soltis on bass
guitar, Chris Soltis on lead guitar, Josh Sternberg on rhythm guitar and
Barry Karsh on drums. Cranford High School�s junior class is sponsoring
this concert as a fundraiser. Tickets are being sold for $8 in advance and
$10 at the door. Tickets may be purchased at Cranberry Lane, North Union
Avenue in Cranford. Pictured, left to right, are: Josh Sternberg, Barry
Karsh, John Soltis and Chris Soltis.

Not to be missed are the daily
specials which reflect the outstand-
ing creativity of the chef in both
their taste combinations and their
presentation.

The wine list is entirely French
and reflects a balance between
less expensive varieties al l  the
way up to some extremely rare
vintages. I won�t enumerate them
here but would l ike to point out
that the list also includes some
labels from the Languedoc region,
a prominent area in Provençe.

Although the appetizers were
tempting,  we began by sharing a
dozen Yaquina Bay oysters fro m
Oregon. West Coast and East Coast
oysters do taste differently. These
Yaquina Bay oysters greeted the
palate with an intensely briny fla-
vor before yielding up their deli-
cate, almost perfume-like sweet-
ness. While this was, perhaps, de-
layed gratification, the wait was
worth it.

As I said earlier, the Le Pescadou�s
specials reflect the marvelous cre-
ativity of the kitchen which was why
we ordered our entrees from the
daily specials. Mine was horseradish
crusted grouper with string beans
served with a wild mushroom sauce.
The grouper�s mild taste was enliv-
ened by a crust of fried horseradish
and balanced superbly with the earthi-
ness of the wild mushroom sauce.

My partner chose snapper with
sautéed garl ic spinach in a sauce
of goat cheese with perfume of
Pernod which was a study in both
boldness and subtlety. Each strong
flavor presented itself separately
then blended to work the taste
buds l ike a symphony.

The dessert offerings � all made
on the premises � are deliberately
limited and displayed prominently
at the entrance to the dining room.
My dessert was banana-chocolate
tarte, served on a pool of light
crème Anglaise. My companion
ordered a simple pear tarte fi l led
with a l ight crème patissiere that
heightened the flavor of the rasp-
berries and thin slices of pear on
top.

Service at Le Pescadou is atten-
tive and professional. The wait
staff is exceptionally knowledge-
able and, l ike the owner,  enter-
taining with an excellent sense of
timing, casual finesse and genuine
friendliness. This is what good bis-
tro service is all about.

Le Pescadou was an extremely
difficult writing assignment. How
could I criticize what was perfect?
For that matter,  how could I write
this review without over-using the
word �perfect?� Understand this,
and you wi l l  have an idea  of  how
diff icult  my task was this week.

The a l l -holy  Michel in guide
gave Le Pescadou three stars  out
of  a  poss ib le  f ive  and dubbed i t
the f inest  seafood restaurant in
New York.  I  concur with the lat-
ter  assessment but  disagree with
the former; Le Pescadou deserves
bet ter.  Out  of  four  poss ib le
�chefs,� I give Le Pescadou al l
four of them.

What is a bistro? Le Pescadou is
what a bistro should be and al l
others, whether in New York, New
Jersey or, for that matter,  any-
where, should take notice.

 Dining Table
Bill Burt�s
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Cranford Dramatic Club Will Make Hills Come
Alive With Sound of Music ; Auditions Scheduled

CRANFORD � The Cranford Dra-
matic Club will  hold open audi-
tions for its spring auditions of The
Sound  o f  Mus i c  on the following
dates: Saturday, January 27, at 1
p.m. for the Von Trapp childre n
only; Sunday, January 28, at 1 p.m.
and Tuesday, January 30, at 7:30
p.m. for all other parts.

Production dates for the musical
will  be May 4, 5, 11, 12, 13, 18 and
19. The show wil l  be directed by
Ken and Mary Webb. The Musical
Director will be Tom Pedas.

Actors should be prepared to
sing a song either from the show
or one of choice. Sheet music must
be provided. There will  be a small
dance/movement audition as well
as readings from the script.

The following is a list of charac-
ters:

•Maria Rainer: 20�s, female lead,
governess of Von Trapp children .
Must be a very strong singer and
move wel l .

•Captain Georg Von Trapp: Mid-
40s to mid-50s. This male lead is a
strong, distinguished military type.

He sings �Edelweiss.�
The following characters are Cap-

tain Von Trapp�s children.  They
should be strong singers with an
ability to harmonize. All children
must also move well ,  especial ly
Liesl. Prior choral experience is a
plus.

•Liesl - girl-(16)
•Kurt - boy (10)
•Gretl - girl (youngest)
•Friedrich - boy (14)
•Brigitta - girl (9)
•Louisa - girl (13)
•Marta - girl (7)
Other characters include:
•Mother Abbess � Mid-40s and

up. Mother Superior at Nonnberg
Abbey. A strong character needed
a strong singing voice.

•Sister Berthe, Sister Margaretta
and Sister Sophia � Three nuns are
small, good character parts. Age is
a variable. All must sing well with
the ability to harmonize.

•A Nun�s Chorus � Members
should have strong voices with
ability to harmonize. Prior choir
experience is  a plus.

Casting Call!
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Editorial
nized as the best and most
respectable representation of
Italian Americans out there.

Britney Spears and Chris-
tina Aguilera�discover that

�What A Girl Wants, What A Girl
Needs� includes a wardrobe
and less flesh. Come on, girls,
you�re role models for trillions
of teenagers. Act like it.

Rober t  Downey ,
J r�.enrolls at the Michelle
LePoidevin Rehabilitation Fa-
cility and kicks his drug habit.

Michael  J .  Fox�a l w a y s
knows how much he is loved
and admired for his tenacity and
courage � as an actor and a
crusader for Parkinson�s Disease.

Joan Rivers and Melissa
Rivers�give themselves the E!
Golden Hanger Award for being
the top pseudo-journalists that
celebrities wish they could dodge
on the red carpet. They simulta-
neously enroll in classes to im-
prove themselves at the Univer-
sity of Etiquette and Good Man-
ners. Then they drop out.

Whitney Houston�realizes
her potential and gives Bobby
the bad �rap� he deserves.

MTV�s �The Real
World��plans to film at the
office of The Westfield Leader
and The Times: �This is the true
story of seven co-workers picked
to publish a paper and have their
lives taped�� And you thought
WWF was interesting.

Christina Aguilera

Coming Next Week:
*Kerrianne Spellman Cort re-

views Art at Paper Mill Playhouse
*Dave Palladino attends the Ar-

bor Chamber concert
*Pen & Ink takes a look at the

true meaning of the word, �we.�
*January�s Craft of the Month

•Rolf Gruber � 17, telegram de-
livery boy. Must sing and move
well.

•Elsa Schraeder � Late 30s, glam-
orous character, the Captain�s lady
friend. Must sing well.

•Max Detweiler � Mid-40s to
50s, friend to Von Trapp. Charm-
ing, comedic relief, must sing.

•Franz � The butler.  Age is
variable. Character part, a non-
singing role.

•Frau Schmidt � The house-
keeper. Age is variable. Character
part, a non-singing role.

•Others: There are several small
speaking roles for both men and
women. Party guests, festival con-
testants.

Scripts are currently available at
the home of Bob and Sandi Pells.
Please call them at (908) 276-
6113 to make pick-up arrange-
ments. For more information,
please call Ken or Mary Webb, Co-
Directors at (908) 653-0781.

Cranford High School�s junior
class is sponsoring this concert as
a fundraiser. Tickets are being sold
for $8 in advance and $10 at the
door. Tickets may be purchased at
Cranberry Lane, North Union Av-
enue in Cranford.

Mambach to Present Oil Painting
Techniques at SP-F Arts Association

SCOTCH PLAINS � The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Arts Association�s
first program of the new year will
feature Alexander Mambach in a

demonstration of oil painting tech-
niques at 8 p.m. on Wednesday,
January 17, at the Fanwood Com-
munity Center, located in the rail-
way station at the comer of North
Avenue and Martine in Fanwood.

Mr. Mambach is a traditional painter
who makes his drawing on canvas
before painting and works out his
tonal effect in monochrome prior to
coloring.

The artist received his Bachelor of

Fine Arts Degree in Illustration from
the Philadelphia College of Art. Sub-
sequently, he did course work in
drawing and painting at the School

of Visual Arts and
later he obtained
his master�s de-
gree in painting,
cum laude, from
t h e  G r a d u a t e
School of Figura-
tive Art of the
New York Acad-
emy of Art.

Mr. Mambach�s
pa int ings  have
a p p e a r e d  i n
eight exhibits at
various locations
in  New Jersey
and New York .
H i s  p a i n t i n g s
h a v e  w o n
a w a r d s  e v e r y
year  s ince 1993.
He i s  employed

as a  f ine art i s t  working on com-
mission.

The public is encouraged to attend
the demonstration which is spon-
sored by the Scotch Plains and
Fanwood Arts Association and is made
possible in part by a HEART Grant
from the Union County Board of Free-
holders.

For more information, please con-
tact Tom Yeager at (908) 322-
5438.
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A. PLAIA &
SON

Free Estimates

All All All All All TTTTTypes ofypes ofypes ofypes ofypes of F F F F Fenceenceenceenceence
Expertly Installed
New and Repairs

Goods & Services You Need!

PAINTING

FULLY INSURED           FREE ESTIMATES

Call Joe Klingebiel
(908) 322-1956

JK’S PAINTING &
WALLCOVERING
INSTALLATION
✧✧✧✧✧ Residential

✧✧✧✧✧ Commercial

PERFECT  PAINTINGPERFECT  PAINTINGPERFECT  PAINTINGPERFECT  PAINTINGPERFECT  PAINTING

(908) 272-4456(908) 272-4456(908) 272-4456(908) 272-4456(908) 272-4456

Over 20 Years Experience • Fully
Insured

Residential & Commercial

100’s of Area Homeowners
Available as References

OWNER ON THE JOB • NO SUBS

Exterior & Interior
Power Washing
Deck Sealing

Color Design
Free Estimates
Carpentry Work

HEPA Vacuum System for Sanding

PAVING

RALPH
CHECCHIO , INC.

BLACK TOP
PAVING

889-4422

• Driveways
Parking Lots

• Concrete or
Masonry Work

FREE
ESTIMATES

CERAMIC TILE

~ Free Estimates ~
(908) 233-3294
8 Elm St., Westfield

Salzano
 Enterprises

Ceramic Tile Installation
Repair & Re-grout Specialists

HOME  IMPROVEMENT
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ES
T
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T
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T
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T
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T “FOR

PERFECTION”
Home Improvements, Inc.

• Kitchens • Baths • Ceramic Tile
• Corian & Laminated Counter Tops

• General Maintenance & Repairs
• Full Handyman Service

Ph: (908) 391-2040
Pg: (908) 889-3509

Free Estimates • Insured

No Job Too Small

AUTO REPAIR
ELM STREET

SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield
908-232-1937

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

NJ State Inspection

Auto
Care

Center

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

BEST IMPROBEST IMPROBEST IMPROBEST IMPROBEST IMPROVEMENTSVEMENTSVEMENTSVEMENTSVEMENTS
(732) 283-2262(732) 283-2262(732) 283-2262(732) 283-2262(732) 283-2262

•••••     CeilingsCeilingsCeilingsCeilingsCeilings
•••••     WindowsWindowsWindowsWindowsWindows
•••••     SheetrockSheetrockSheetrockSheetrockSheetrock
•••••     BathroomsBathroomsBathroomsBathroomsBathrooms
•••••     FinishedFinishedFinishedFinishedFinished
     Basements     Basements     Basements     Basements     Basements

Free EstimatesFree EstimatesFree EstimatesFree EstimatesFree Estimates
Fully InsuredFully InsuredFully InsuredFully InsuredFully Insured

Ken Jensen

LANDSCAPINGLANDSCAPINGLANDSCAPINGLANDSCAPINGLANDSCAPING

“Dedicated To Your Lawn-Gevity”

• Landscape Design
• Spring Clean-ups
• Lawn Maintenance
• FREE Estimates

908-654-5296

Serving the Westfield Area
• 30+ Years of Experience • Licensed & Insured

Member of:
• Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
• NJ Landscape Contractors’ Association

AVAILABLE

This

Space

Available

(908)

232-4407

SNOW PLOWINGSNOW PLOWINGSNOW PLOWINGSNOW PLOWINGSNOW PLOWING
(908) (908) (908) (908) (908) 232-4619232-4619232-4619232-4619232-4619

CCCCCommerommerommerommerommercialcialcialcialcial
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• Westfield • Mountainside
• Fanwood •Scotch Plains

Colicchio
Construction

EurEurEurEurEurosport of Wosport of Wosport of Wosport of Wosport of Westfieldestfieldestfieldestfieldestfield
459 North A459 North A459 North A459 North A459 North Avvvvvenueenueenueenueenue, East (908) 654-5228, East (908) 654-5228, East (908) 654-5228, East (908) 654-5228, East (908) 654-5228

Audi
BMW
Mercedes
Porsche
Saab
VW
Volvo

LANDSCAPING

FOUR SEASONS
LandscaLandscaLandscaLandscaLandscape & Design Contrpe & Design Contrpe & Design Contrpe & Design Contrpe & Design Contractoractoractoractoractorsssss

908-272-5422

SPECIALIZING IN:

FROM CONCEPT
TO CONSTRUCTION

Member NJ Nursery & Landscape Assoc.
Certificate Received From Rutgers Cook College

Complete Professional
Landscape Service

Drainage Systems • New Plantings
Patios • Walks • New Lawns

Retaining Walls • Stone • Timber

Let Us Show You Exactly What Your
Landscaped Property Will Look Like

Prior To Doing Any Work Using
State of  The Art Computer Imaging.

NO 2ND GUESSING, ALWAYS A STEP ABOVE THE REST

CALL ART

SERVING WESTFIELD & SUR. AREAS
908-232-1501

WE RETURN

ALL CALLS

FORMER OWNER OF TAYLOR HARDWARE

ODD JOBSODD JOBSODD JOBSODD JOBSODD JOBS
• INDOOR
• OUTDOOR

No Job
Too Small

Over
12
Years
Exp


