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DECA’s Anti-Substance Abuse
Forum Challenges Pupils

IT ALL ADDS UP…Scotch Plains-Fanwood fourth grade student Sahrula
Kubie and her father recently participated in a Family Math workshop held at
McGinn Elementary School in Scotch Plains. The activities at this workshop
involved hands-on materials reinforcing logic and problem-solving skills. Fam-
ily Math is offered to district fourth grade pupils and their parents. The
workshop helps to promote a positive attitude about mathematics and encour-
ages parents to become involved in their child’s education.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School DECA’s “Day
of Decision,” which included a series
of workshops at Park and Terrill Middle
Schools on February 8 and 9, was
termed an overwhelming success.

The seminar included 10 workshops
on a variety of topics, designed to aid
the eighth grade middle school stu-
dents in making the right decisions
when faced with challenges and prob-
lems.

The nearly 400 students each at-
tended five workshops on a rotating
scheduled planned by DECA. The
workshops included the dangers and
consequences of substance use, includ-
ing separate workshops on alcohol,
marijuana, club drugs and other sub-
stances. Other workshops pertained to
how to deal with peer pressure, the
importance of honest communications
with parents and other adults, how to
cope with friend relationships and how
to say, “no.”

Five of the workshops included guest
speakers, while the other five were run
by teams of DECA students. In one
workshop, a mother described how her
son died as a result of a drug overdose,
and what her son and family went

through prior to his death. Another
parent told the story of her daughter’s
tragic death, as a result of being hit by
someone driving under the influence
of alcohol.

In both of these presentations, tears
from many students were evident, while
others listened intently with a sense of
both sadness and shock. Representa-
tives from the Day Top Center, young
people recovering from substance abuse
described how their lives have changed
as a result of simple experimentation
that led to large scale drug abuse.

The DECA workshops were equally
effective, as the DECA students, some
performing skits to dramatize their
problems, were sincerely trying to get
the eighth graders to think about mak-
ing the right choices. The pupils had an
opportunity to openly discuss their
problems. In each of DECA’s work-
shops, the major focus was on the con-
sequences of making wrong decisions.

Organizing the “Day of Decision”
were DECA students Tim Gander, Eric
Konzelman and Renee Zidonik.

Renee stated, “We never imagined
that this would be as successful as it
was. We are confident that we reached
many of the students.”

COMMUNICATION IS KEY…Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School DECA’s
“Day of Decision,” which included a series of workshops at Park and Terrill
Middle Schools on February 8 and 9, was termed an overwhelming success. The
students discussed the importance of honest communications with parents with
students at Terrill School. Pictured, left to right, are: Ryan Crawford, Erin
Watson, Rob Bugg, Andrew Pavoni and Sandra Franco.

Roosevelt School Nurse
Named ‘Nurse of the Year’

WESTFIELD – Jean Wands, a
nurse at Roosevelt Intermediate
School in Westfield was recently
named “Union County School Nurse
of the Year.” This is the first time that
this honor has been awarded by the
Union County School Nurses Asso-
ciation.

Mrs. Wands was nominated by her
colleagues and principal at the school.
They attested to her dedication, com-
petency and compassion in her role
as school nurse.

A graduate of the Newark Presby-
terian School of Nursing, Mrs. Wands
also holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree
in School Nursing and Health Edu-
cation from Jersey City State Col-
lege.

A school nurse for 28 years, Mrs.
Wands is responsible for health-re-
lated issues for the over 700 pupils
and faculty members in the school.
She is also the sponsor for the school’s
Welcome Club whose members vol-
unteer at school functions and wel-
come new students and staff.

Mrs. Wands facilitates a support
group for students with diabetes and
regularly provides health education
programs to faculty and students.

In her role as certified school nurse,
Mrs. Wands is regarded as warm,

caring, supportive and extremely
knowledgeable. Her co-workers re-
ported that she is an indispensable
source of information. Her ability to
connect in a positive and effective
way with the middle school popula-
tion is evident and her passion for
school nursing is apparent, accord-
ing to her peers.

Mrs. Wand was surprised and hon-
ored with a plaque, gift certificates,
and several other awards during a
ceremony and meeting of the Union
County School Nurses Association.

Jean Wands

UP TO THE CHALLENGE…A team of students from Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School emerged as winners of the Central Tournament in the Rutgers
Academic Challenge, a statewide interscholastic competition comprising tour-
naments to promote academic excellence among high school students. Pictured,
left to right, are: back row, Team Advisor Dave Goudy, Matt Sturm, Matt
Metzger, Brian Kaplun and Team Advisor Dave Tubbs; front row, Catie
Trombley, Bill Gonch, Alfred Twu and Steven Smith.

Enrichment Foundation Announces
Service to Education Award

SCOTCH PLAINS — Annually,
the Education Enrichment Foundation
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood recognizes
individuals in area communities who
have made outstanding contributions
to the development of youth, fostered
educational excellence and supported
educational opportunities for students
in the area.

This year, the Service to Education
Award will recognize The Community
School of Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

Under the sponsorship of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education,
The Community School began in the
fall of 1997. At that time it replaced the
Adult School which had served local
residents since 1955. The concept of a
community school is that programs
reach out to all age groups, not just
adults.

Programs include Young People’s
Enrichment, EduTravel, Adult Courses,

Seminars and Workshops.
The Service to Education Award

will be presented to Cynthia S.
Mendelson on behalf of The Commu-
nity School.

She has served as coordinator of
adult programs and community educa-
tion for 21 years.

With the award, Ms. Mendelson will
honor and recognize three Community
School teachers who have served the
residents of Scotch Plains and Fanwood
with commendable enthusiasm, dedi-
cation and terms of service.

These individuals include:
•Violet H. Debbie, a local naturalist,

who has taught courses in dendrology,
nature and birding for 21 years.

•Josephine Macchia began teaching
in 1989. She teaches Italian for begin-
ners and has a following of continuing
Italian students each year.

•Mary Fitzpatrick Banta has been
teaching three levels of Irish that
includes a continuing group since
1989.

The Education Enrichment Founda-
tion will host a reception to honor the
Service to Education Awardee as well
as the 2000-2001 Grant Recipients on
Sunday, March 4, at Scotch Hills Coun-
try Club, Scotch Plains, from 4-7 p.m.
The public is invited to attend.

For more information, please call
Foundation President Sally Hogan at
(908) 889-4361.

Eight WHS Seniors Named
Merit Scholarship Finalists

WESTFIELD – Dr. Robert G. Petix,
Principal of Westfield High School,
recently announced that eight seniors,
Rebecca Brachman, John Carpenter,
James Hogan, Anne Loughlin, Victoria
McCabe, Jacob Rosenstein, Chris-
tina Yang and Peter Yu, have been
named Finalists in the National Merit
Scholarship Program.

The eight seniors began their jour-
ney to the Finalist status in the fall
when they qualified as Semifinalists
after achieving high scores on the
Preliminary SAT/National Merit
Scholarship Qualifying Test during
their junior year at Westfield High
School. As high scorers in the state
on that test, they represent less than
1 percent of New Jersey’s entire 2000
graduating class.

As Finalists, Rebecca, John, James,
Anne, Victoria, Jacob, Christina and
Peter now have the opportunity to
compete for one of 7,900 National
Merit Scholarships to be awarded in
the spring. To mark their advanced
status, Dr. Petix presented each of the
Finalists with a Certificate of Merit
and a letter of congratulations from the
National Merit Scholarship Program.

“Our students’ selection as Na-

tional Merit Finalists reflects their
capacity for rigorous scholarly en-
gagement and accomplishment,”
commented Dr. Petix.

“We are proud of them for achiev-
ing this honor and wish them the best
of luck in their continuing quest for
a National Merit Scholarship,” he
concluded.

Russell Rabadeau Placed
On Fall Dean’s List

SCOTCH PLAINS – Russell
Rabadeau, a freshman, was among
the 399 Lycoming College students
named to the Dean’s List for the fall
semester of the 2000-2001 academic
year. Russell is a resident of Scotch
Plains and a graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

Alison Wilks Scores Perfect 1600;
Is Presidential Scholar Candidate
SCOTCH PLAINS – Alison Wilks,

a senior at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, has been named one of 2,600
candidates in the 2001 Presidential Schol-
ars Program, selected from among the
nearly 2.8 million students expected to
graduate from U.S. high schools this
year.

Selection is based
on a student’s perfor-
mance on the College
Board SAT or ACT
Assessment.

Alison scored a
perfect 1600.

Inclusion in the
Presidential Scholars
Program is one of the
highest honors be-
stowed upon high
school students.

Alison, the daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs.
Allan Wilks of Scotch
Plains, has been an out-
standing and active stu-
dent during her years
at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School.
She is a National Merit
Commended Student
and has consistently
been a first place win-
ner in German in world language forensics
competitions held at area colleges.

She was awarded a four-week sum-
mer study trip to Germany last year for
her scores on the American Association
of Teachers of German national test. An
honor roll student and member of the

German National Honor Society, she has
also participated in the German Club,
Marching Band, Track and Cross-Coun-
try, and Students Against Drunk Driving.

Alison has been a member of the Bible
Club for four years, serving on its leader-
ship team for two years. She has also
participated in the Student Leadership

Conference, Students
Concerned for the
Needy, served as a peer
tutor, and been an ac-
tive participant and
church volunteer.

Alison will attend
Messiah College
where she plans to
study nursing.

The field of candi-
dates in the Presiden-
tial Scholars Program
will be narrowed by a
distinguished panel of
educators who will re-
view student essays,
self-assessments ,
community and school
activities, school rec-
ommendations, and
transcripts and select
500 national semifinal-
ists in April.

A White House
Commission on Presidential Scholars
will make the final selection of scholars
which the Department of Education will
announce in May. All scholars will be
honored for their accomplishments dur-
ing National Recognition Week, held in
June in Washington, D.C.

Alison Wilks

WHS Pupils Garner Top Scores
In National German Exam

WESTFIELD – Eleven Westfield
High School (WHS) pupils recently cap-
tured high-ranking honors in the Na-
tional German Examination, sponsored
by the American Chapter of the Ameri-
can Association of Teachers of German.

The 11 high scorers, along with 14
other German language students, partici-
pated in the exam that involved over 700
students from New Jersey.

First Place and Second Place winners
in the German 2 level of competition
were Sean Adams and Karl Danielsson,
who respectively scored in the 99th and
98th national percentile.

Sean and Karl, both 10th graders, com-
peted against 280 other students from
area high schools.

Ryan Hoens, Zontee Hou, Beth
Mokrauer, Chris Urban and Jenni Zegan,
also 10th graders, placed in the top 10
percent of students taking the exam na-
tionally.

In the German 3 category, juniors Sa-
rah Burke, Robert Freundlich, Eli Harel
and Katherine Hild competed against
234 other high school students, ranking
in the 97th, 95th, 92nd, and 90th percen-
tiles nationally.

WHS German Teacher Marianne Torre
commented, “The outstanding accom-
plishments of our students on the Na-
tional German Exam reflect their com-
mitment to learning the German lan-
guage. I am very proud of their fine
work.”

A REAL LIFE LESSON…Birmingham, Ala. native Helen Beglin recently spoke
to Social Studies students at Westfield High School about her experiences
during the Civil Rights movement of the 1960s. Mrs. Beglin, now a New Jersey
resident, described what life was like growing up in the south. She also shared
her experiences during the time when she participated in the Civil Rights
marches. She was invited to address Amy Lockwood’s 11th grade class during
Black History Month. The presentation was arranged by the Sharing Talents
and Skills program of the Westfield Public Schools, which provides volunteer
speakers to enhance current curriculum.

Kristopher Lecomte
Placed on Dean’s List
At Univ. of Maryland

BERKELEY HEIGHTS –
Robert Hampton, Dean for Un-
dergraduate Studies at the Uni-
versity of Maryland, has an-
nounced that Kristopher Lecomte
of Berkeley Heights has been in-
cluded on the Dean’s List for
outstanding academic achieve-
ment during the 2000 fall semes-
ter.

Kristopher, the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Fred K. Lecomte of Berke-
ley Heights, completed at least
12 credits with a grade point av-
erage of at least 3.50 or higher.

325 North Avenue East, Westfield
908-232-8977

Jay@BoyleLLC.com

BOYLE FINANCIAL
ASSOCIATES, LLC

Securities are offered through 1717 Capital Management Company
PO Box 15626 Wilmington DE 19850 • Member NASD, SIPC

INSURANCE · INVESTMENTS
ESTATE PLANNING

Learn a new language
while you sip your coffee
Spanish and Italian - Small groups

Wednesday and Thursday Mornings
at Cafe Java on Elm Street.

For more info Please Call 518-0465
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